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A Message From The Chair Of The Board

Net “working”

We join the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber for various
reasons. Some reasons are plugging into the community, having a referral source, to be in the know or increase your personal/business contacts. The Chamber’s highest and best use
is building consensus in our community and providing opportunities for members. The Chamber provides many opportunities
each month for members to meet, socialize and most importantly, network.

Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

ON THE COVER: Don't miss the Dog Daze of Fort Walton Beach
event, brought to you by Frienship Veterinary Hospital. Come out
and enjoy fun for the whole family!

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS

See a complete October events calendar on page 17.
Find all Chamber events at www.FWBChamber.com

4 | Friday | 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
First Friday Coffee

Sponsored by White-Wilson Medical Center
at First Baptist Church Christian Life Center | 21 First Street, NE, FWB

New Member Lunch | 11:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Special Date!

10 | Thursday | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Nothing But Networking

At The Island, by Hotel RL | 1500 Miracle Strip Pkwy SE
$15 for Members; $20 for Non-Members
Register Early at FWBChamber.com

12 | Saturday | 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Friendship Veterinary Hospital presents
Dog Daze
Liza Jackson Park
334 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SW, Fort Walton Beach

17 | Thursday | 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Business After Hours

Sponsored by RPM at Wild Willy’s Adventure Zone
1306 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE, Fort Walton Beach

29 | Tuesday | 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Stand Up to Breast Cancer

At The Henderson Beach Resort and Spa
200 Henderson Resort Way, Destin
Tickets available at www.StandUpToBreastCancer.com.

Chamber Staff
Ted Corcoran, IOM
Seth Luttrell
Eppi Azzaretto
Rachelle Graves, IOM
Dayna Stinebiser
Chrissy Flanigan
DEBBIE DODGE
Camille Webster
Patricia Payne

President/CEO
Director of Operations
Director of Marketing/PR
Director of Special Events
Information Specialist
Director of Accounting
Membership Specialist
Retention Specialist
Invaluable Volunteer

At the September “Nothing But Networking,” we had a new
member, Jeff Brinson of Southwest Consulting, make a quick
presentation on his business coaching services. Jeff made a
Matt Turpin
great point – when we go to Chamber events, it’s net-working.
Chair of the Board
It’s not called net-eating, net-happy hour, or net-coffee. NetCFO, Bank of England Mortgage
working is just that…working. Being a social person, I don’t see
it as work. I enjoy talking to friends and making new ones. If you
are not the most social butterfly, networking is working. Regardless of your personality, we can
all put more work into networking.
At Bank of England, we focus on relationships. Relationships are built with networking and
earning the trust of the other individual. We work on focusing on the needs of our customers.
Putting them in a position to not just close on their loan, but to also be a referral source for
other needs. Networking is building relationships by communicating who you are and your
values, not just what you do. We all know plenty of people in each industry. What sets you
apart from everybody in your industry? Networking provides that opportunity.
Stephen Smith of The Peterman Agency told me about a networking opportunity he recently
experienced at a First Friday Coffee. Stephen noticed a gentleman who was standing off
to himself and looked new to First Friday Coffee. Stephen went up to the new member, introduced himself and started a conversation with him. We all know the first question asked:
“What do you do?” Stephen took action to network with a new person and picked up a significant client in that one conversation. Put the “work” in Networking, and you will see results.
You get out of it what you put into it!
As mentioned, another strength of the GFWB Chamber is building consensus. Last month the
FWB City Council voted 6-1 in favor of an ordinance for a Fire Assessment Fee to for-profit
businesses and residents of Fort Walton Beach. This fee, which has not been determined, is a
hot topic for those that are aware of it. The Chamber is working with the City to form a committee of business leaders to weigh all the options for the needed increase in funds to our first
responders. I encourage you to visit the city’s website for information on the assessment and
educate yourself. Go to www.fwb.org/fireassessment for detailed information on the assessment.
Make it a great October!
Taking Charrrge!

Matt Turpin
Your 2019 Chair
Coastlines is a publication of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce located at 34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548.
Ph 850.244.8191 Fax 850.244.1935.
Submit information to Eppi Azzaretto at eppi@fwbchamber.org
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2019 CHAMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM
Executive Committee

A Message From The FWBC President

Learning about the Next
Generation of Employees

Matt Turpin | Bank of England Mortgage
Chair of the Board

Vince Mayfield | Bit-Wizards
2020 Chair of the Board-Elect

I have written many times about my love for this job and, without a doubt,
the main reason is my fellow Chamber friends—Eppi, Rachelle, Dayna, Seth,
Chrissy, Camille, Debbie, and Patricia. We have all worked together now for
2-10 years and they understand our mission perfectly –they have drunk the
Chamber Kool Aid. So much so that we have created Chamber Kool Aid
caricatures of each. Thus I am extremely lucky that all Chamber staff here
understand our mission.

Bill Roberts
Barnes Insurance & Financial Service
Immediate Past Chair

Stephen Perkins | Warren Averett
Treasurer

Heather Ruiz | Destin Commons

Section Chair - Professional Development

Mark Hamrick | Center Line Associates
Section Chair – Community

Jason Floyd | JDF Architecture
Section Chair – Special Events

Steve Baxter | Baxter Insurance
Section Chair – Business to Business

Oxana Solovieva
OxanaSol Commercial Real Estate
Section Chair – Networking

Board of Directors Term 2019-2021
Barbara Britt

Eddie Springle

Lisa Curry

Paul Stinebiser

Diane Fraser

Gus Gusoff

David Presnell

Term 2018-2020

Term 2017-2019

Steve Baxter

Melissa Allegretto

Kim Denman

Jason Floyd

Mark Hamrick

Olen Holston

Vince Mayfield

Leslie Moland

Heather Ruiz
Vicki Tarro
Donna Tashik

Patricia Payne
Oxana Solovieva
Tracy Stage

As a baby boomer (Born 1946-1964), I have been trying to understand the
nuances of Millennials (1981-1996) vs Generation Z (Born: 1996-2010) as it pertains to the work world. Generation Z will make up 1/3 of the workforce by
2020. Needless to say they are digitally savvy and used to utilizing technology in almost every facet of their lives. Their workplace communication preferences, however, are a different story.

Ted Corcoran, IOM
President/CEO

According to recent polls, 72 percent of Gen Z workers prefer face-to-face communication at work (11%
text/9% emails). Another study indicated that Gen Z respondents were more likely than technology-obsessed Millennials to value face-to-face communication, with an emphasis on effectiveness over convenience.
The study continues to note that these ‘Z ers’ thrive on genuine relationships, especially with authority figures. Sixty percent prefer multiple check-ins with the boss during the week—and forty percent would prefer that those check-ins happen at least daily. If those check-ins and interactions don’t happen regularly,
a Gen Z worker is likely to think that they’ve done something wrong, according to the study!!
Managers can deliver feedback to Gen Z employees in a straightforward manner -- to the point, no sugarcoating. That’s what they are going to want.
Wow, this is some old school philosophy. Thus those baby boomers who are enamored with Facebook
and emails as their preferred communication with their new employees, may need to get up from their
desk and chat with your people. And if they like to chat with lots of folks—have them attend some Chamber networking or committee events—they will LOVE them too!!
(Info above borrowed from Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association Summer 2019 publication ‘How Gen
Z Communicates at Work, by Angela Campiere. )

Ted Corcoran
President/CEO

LIFE Directors
C. LeDon Anchors
Charles D. Burgess
Jim Glenn
Kathy Houchins
C. H. Long
Bruce Marshall
Jeanne Rief
Joyce Sanders
H. Gene Smith
Lisa Jo Spencer
Kenneth Williamson

(Deceased)
(Deceased)

(Deceased)
(Deceased)

Scattered throughout this issue, you’ll see the staff
caricatures created by Rob Smith, Jr. (creator
of the “Swampy” series of books and images of
Florida). If you look closely at each one, you’ll be
able to discern each staff member’s hobbies and
interests when they’re not busy growing Chamber
members’ networks and opportunities.
Ted Corcoran, our personal “Pitcher” of Kool-Aid.
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Cox Employees Award $10,000 to Gulf Coast Schools
• Choctawhatchee High School
(Fort Walton Beach) – Choctaw received funds for graphing calculators for low income students, giving
them an important tool for success.
• Plew Elementary School (Niceville) – Plew received a grant for their
Achieve 3000 program, proven to
promote growth in students with
special education needs.

Cox Communications employees
have awarded a total of $10,000
in grants to local schools, through
Cox Charities Innovation in Education Grants. The program provides
employee-funded grants of up to
$2,500 for classroom programs and

curriculum that encourage and
promote students’ ingenuity and
imagination. Last spring, schools
were invited to submit applications
for funding. This year’s recipients of
the $2,500 grants are:

• Longwood Elementary School
(Shalimar) – Longwood received a
grant to implement “Our Voices in
Print”, an individual book students
will create using the five steps of the
writing process: Prewriting, Research,
Drafting, Revising and Editing.
• Dixon School of Arts and Sciences
(Pensacola) – Dixon received funding for their Dixon School Garden
which is used by the culinary arts
program to teach biology, math
and chemistry.

“One of our core values at Cox is to
be good citizens of the communities
we serve, and that includes support
for youth and education initiatives,”
said David Deliman, vice president
of Cox’s Gulf Coast Market. “Our local employees funded these grants,
and we’re proud to see the dollars
fueling innovation and connecting
area students to a much needed
educational edge.”
In addition to the Innovation in Education grants, Cox Charities offers
Community Investment grants to
501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations.
This grant application is currently
open until September 20, 2019. For
more information about Cox Charities, visit www.CoxCharitiesSER.org.

Boys & Girls Club of the Emerald Coast
Receives Donation from Toyota
Boys and Girls Club of the Emerald Coast
recently received a new 2019 Toyota Sienna
along with a $25,000 cash prize as a result
of the Back2School Stuff the Bus challenge.
One of three winning Boys & Girls Clubs nationwide, Boys & Girls Club of the Emerald
Coast will use this new vehicle to provide ad4 | OCTOBER 2019 | www.fwbchamber.com | the GREATER Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

equate and safe transportation for students
looking to participate in valuable Club programs. Timed around the back-to-school
season, this campaign helps address the
need for critical resources for children in underserved communities and increase access
to learning opportunities.

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Chamber Members Receive Record-Breaking Donations from
Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation
In August, Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation (DCWAF) donated
$3 million to 16 local charities serving
children in need in Northwest Florida.
The private check presentation ceremony was held at the Henderson
Beach Resort, marking the Foundation’s largest charitable distributions
to date.
The 2019 FWB Chamber-member recipients of the Destin Charity Wine
Auction Foundation include:
AMIkids Emerald Coast received
$195,000 to fund GED and Seamanship Programs for at-risk students between the ages of 16-24.

gram that facilitates a child-friendly
atmosphere offering counseling,
family services, and coordination of
investigations for child abuse and
neglect
Food for Thought Outreach received
$200,000 to fund the organization’s
Backpack Program which provides
nutritious meals for school-aged children that are dependent upon free
or reduced school meals in an effort
to bridge the gap between school
meals during weekends and holiday
breaks.

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald
Coast received $200,000 to allow
200 students from low income households to attend programming for
one full year.

Mental Health Association of Okaloosa and Walton Counties received
$125,000 to fund "The Brain Health
Initiative” geared toward early identification, assessment, and treatment
for uninsured students ages 12 to 21
who experience mental health or
substance abuse issues.

Children in Crisis received $200,000
to fund the facilitation of housing for
abused, neglected and abandoned
children.

Opportunity Place received $125,000
for immediate housing for homeless
children and their families to ensure
they are safe and secure.

Emerald Coast Children's Advocacy
Center received $300,000 to support
mental health therapy, medical programs, and a case advocacy pro-

Sacred Heart Hospital on the Emerald Coast received $175,000 to fund
a 10-bed, Level II Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit.

Children in Crisis thanks the Destin Charity Wine Auction Foundation for their generous donation of
$200,000. These funds will go directly toward feeing, clothing, and caring for the children living at
The Children’s Neighborhood.

Shelter House of Northwest Florida
received $170,000 to fund support
groups, counseling, and advocacy
for youth touched by domestic violence.
The Arc of the Emerald Coast received $160,000 to cover the balance owed on the Aquatic Early
Intervention Center for children living with disabilities, and the addi-

tion of hurricane shutters around the
Aquatic Center’s pool.
Youth Village received $155,000 to
fund scholarships for afterschool programming for low-income children
along the Emerald Coast as well as
to assist in furnishing their new facility and facilitate the cost of paying
down capital campaign debts.

Sundara Carosone, RN Recognized with DAISY Award for Extraordinary Nurses®
Ascension Sacred Heart Emerald
Coast has recognized Sundara
Carosone, a registered nurse in the
hospital’s critical decision unit, with
The DAISY Award for Extraordinary
Nurses.® The award is part of Sacred Heart’s efforts to recognize
the extraordinary, compassionate
care nurses provide patients and
families every day.

heart doctor and informed me of
exactly what was discussed. When
a new medication was prescribed,
she assisted me with finding financial assistance to help me pay for
the prescription. Sunny showed tremendous nursing ability and going
way beyond her job requirements.
I so appreciate the care she provided me.”

Carosone was nominated for The
DAISY Award by a patient hospitalized due to a heart condition.
“Sundara was extremely caring
and informative. She went the extra mile in communication with my

“The DAISY Award program is a
wonderful way to recognize our
nurses for their compassionate
and extraordinary nursing care in
a meaningful way,” said B.J. Fontaine, the hospital’s chief nursing

officer. “Hearing a patient’s perspective of their experience is a
powerful testimony of how nurses
can profoundly impact the patient’s recovery and care experience.”
Nurses may be nominated by patients, families, and colleagues.
The DAISY Award recipient is chosen from submitted nominations by
a committee at Sacred Heart Hospital on the Emerald Coast. Awards
are presented throughout the year
at celebrations attended by the
Honoree’s colleagues, patients,
and visitors.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

The Trauma Center at Fort Walton
Beach Medical Center Receives
Reverification From the American
College of Surgeons

The Trauma Center at Fort Walton Beach Medical Center has
received reverification as a Level
II Trauma Center by the Verification Review Committee (VRC),
an ad hoc committee of the
Committee on Trauma (COT) of
the American College of Surgeons (ACS). This achievement
recognizes the trauma center's
dedication to providing optimal
care for injured patients. Each
verification period lasts for three
years.
FWBMC received initial designation as a Level II Trauma Center
in May 2017. Prior to June 2015,
many patients in Walton and
Okaloosa counties were transported more than 40 miles to the
nearest trauma center. The availability of a trauma center in Okaloosa County reduces transport
times for many patients during
the “golden hour” – a 60-minute
window for bringing patients to a
designated trauma center. Multiple studies, including a Sept. 2015
study in the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA)
Surgery, show that the sooner
care is given within that hour,
the better the outcome. Trauma
is the leading cause of death
among Floridians under the age
of 44, and Florida’s death rate for
trauma remains higher than the
national average.

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center is affiliated with Florida’s first
and largest statewide network
of trauma centers, developed
as an affiliation between the
University of South Florida (USF)
and HCA Healthcare to improve
access and outcomes of injured
patients. These trauma centers
provide:
• 24/7 in-house coverage by a
trauma surgeon
• 24/7 access to specialty and
non-specialty
surgeons and physicians

Youth Village Groundbreaking
Ceremony

The Youth Village, Inc. Groundbreaking Ceremony August 16th was amazing! God is so good! We thank everyone who came out in person and also
those who could not but was there in
spirit to support us!
We thank our Guest Speakers: Pastor
Larry N Boldin of Striving for Perfection
Ministries, Board Chair Alton Rob Houston, Major Eric Aden, Okaloosa County

• 24/7 on-call neurosurgeons
• 24/7 on-site anesthesia provider,
surgical services team and trauma-trained nurses
Mitch Mongell, CEO of Fort Walton Beach Medical Center, said:
“Meeting our community’s urgent need for specialized trauma
care has been a tremendous
privilege, and we are thankful
for the continued opportunity to
serve trauma patients and their
families. I want to thank all of our
dedicated employees and physicians, EMS, first responders and
the community for all their support in receiving reverification of
our Level II trauma center for another three years.”

Join the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce today!
Call 850.244.8191
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Sheriff's Office, Ms. Shari Miles, Corporate Quality Control Specialist, Barlovento llc, Mr. Bob Gelardi: Chair of the
Charity Relations Committee, Destin
Charity Wine Auction Foundation, Mr.
John Russell, President: Destin Charity
Wine Auction Foundation, Ms. Amanda Gordon, President: Impact 100 of
Northwest Florida, Inc. and Mr. Demetrius Fuller: Music Director & Conductor:
Sinfonia Gulf Coast.

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Opportunity Place Seats New Board Members
New members of the
Board of Directors of
Opportunity Place were
recently seated at the
regular meeting of the
board. Welcomed were
Debbie Buchanan and
Sabu Williams.
Members pictured are, seated, Lee Wetzell, Chair and Valerie Houston, Vice Chair. Standing, (l-r) are Cindy Frakes,
Secretary, Tim Bryant, Debbie Buchanan, Sabu Williams,
Saundra Daggs, Art Lester, Judy Byrne Riley, Past Chair, Laurel Vermillion and Moe Stouse, Treasurer.
Not pictured are Paul Domenech, Don Gaetz, James Pitts
and Ann Wallace.

Eppi Azzaretto

Opportunity Place is a shelter for single women and families
who are homeless. Located at 305 Lovejoy Rd. in Fort Walton Beach, Opportunity Place is a safe and secure home for
over 285 people this past year, 70% being children. For more
information on the shelter, go to www.opifwb.org.

Sport Clips “Doubles Down”

"Double Down" was the 2019 theme
for Sport Clips Haircuts National Huddle recently held in Las Vegas. The
theme emphasized the franchise's
strengthened commitment to operational excellence, growth and
philanthropy. As the nation's leading haircare provider dedicated to
men and boys, Sport Clips Founder
and CEO Gordon Logan welcomed
3,100 team members with news of
plans to grow the franchise by more
than 100 locations this year. Local

Team Leader and Owner, Bear Henley, was proud to receive the Chairman’s Award for 2018 on behalf of his
local team that received this prestigious award, performing in the top
7% of stores in all major categories.
(pictured are Tierra Barclay, Ashley
Hansen, Mitzi Henley, Bear Henley,
Gordan Logan, Lauren Henley, Ford
Henley, and Jessica Messersmith)
"It's an exciting time to be a part of
Sport Clips now in the 26th year serv-

ing clients through all 50 states.”
says Area Lead Manager, Tierra
Barclay.
Business Director, Ford Henley said
“the Huddle focused heavily on our
streamlined check-in experience
for clients through the Sport Clips
app and online, and, even though
we are the first haircare franchise
to have locations in all 50 states,
we want to make it even more convenient for clients by adding easy
access to our popular MVP experience." The team shared that everyone was very proud of the $2.4
million raised collectively last year
for charities like the VFW Help A
Hero, American Red Cross, Dream
Flights for veterans, the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation for childhood cancer
and more.
The local stores are located at
Wright Plaza in Fort Walton Beach,
Crystal Beach Plaza in Destin, and
Crestview Crossing in Crestview. The
Team is excited to offer the MVP experience in our local area 7 days a
week. Visit our local Facebook pages and experience on-line check in
at sportclips.com.

Dayna Stinebiser

Seth Luttrell
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Join a collective voice to make a difference in your community.

A U G U S T | M E M B E R S H I P renewals
A & A Transfer & Storage
A Superior Air Conditioning Company
Active Shooter 360, LLC
AJ’s on the Bayou
Alzheimer’s Association, Central and
North Florida Chapter
Anchors Smith Grimsley
ARIUM Emerald Isle
Avon Independent Sales Representative
– Terri Lovell
B & C Fire Safety, Inc.
Bubba Gump Shrimp Co.
Buccaneer Gift Shop
Chem-Dry by the Emerald Coast

Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance of NWFSC
Clarkson Eyecare
Crossroads Animal Clinic
Early Learning Center of the Emerald Coast, Inc.
Elliott Point Elementary School
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Emerald Grande
Florida Powerboat Club
Fort Walton Beach Chiropractic
frios Gourmet Pops – Fort Walton Beach
Fudpucker’s Beachside Bar & Grill – Destin
Goldring Gulf
Howard Fisher, DDS
Independent Retirement Associates

– Raymond James
Joe Hudson’s Collision Center
Kitchen Innovations
Mach 1 Detailing, LLC
Montessori Learning Center
Navy Federal Credit Union
NBI Properties, Inc.
Neese Automotive
New Zion Tabernacle
NextHome Cornerstone Realty
Northwest Florida Ballet
Piggly Wiggly of FWB
Premier Paint & Body
Pyramid, Inc.

Welcome New Members!
Loren Kortum
MARINEMAX
14 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, 32548-5518
850-760-0300

Teresa Delaney
VectorCSP
1992 Lewis Turner Blvd.
Fort Walton Beach, 32547
252-338-4255

Pamela Burns
Pratt Aycock Title
2 Park Circle, Suite B
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-608-3157

Liz Burdick
Holiday Inn Express Fort Walton
Beach
127 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SW
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-737-2900

Allison DiSalvio
Harrison Contracting Company
67 Eglin Street, Fort Walton Beach,
32547
850-729-1188

Ivonne Williams
I’am KLEEN SWEEP of FWB
850-376-5097
Brandon Wheeler
Gulf Beach Weddings
209A Main Street, Destin, 32541
727-318-1133
Lydia Williams
Allstar TV Shop
700 Beal Pkwy, NW, Unit M
Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-863-1404

Take a Coastlines!
Our Chamber Members are going to some pretty interesting places these days – and they’re
taking some great reading material along with them for a little touch of home. If you choose
to take your Coastlines with you on a trip or vacation, take a photo and share it with us!

Darren Boisjolie
Gold’s Gym
140 Eglin Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-803-1140

MEMBERS

get

MEMBERS GET IT.

Take a Trip

August

Jeff Brinson
Southwestern Coaching
10221 Browning Pt. Ct.
Mobile, AL 36608
251-656-7892

Revive Video
Salt Water Vacations
Sam’s Club
Sonny’s Real Pit Bar-B-Q
Southern Star Printing, LLC
Surterra
The Manor at Blue Water Bay
Tijuana Flats
West Florida Area Health Education Center
Wild Willy’s Adventure Zone

it!

Join Today!
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Send your photos to eppi@fwbchamber.org

t Barbara Britt (Barbara J.
Britt, LLC) made a visit to Fort
Lauderdale for their Tri-County
ABWA (American Business
Women’s Association), where
she gave her ABWA Top Ten
presentation and worked
with her fellow members to
enhancer their speeches as
they run for office. Barbara
loves helping others find their
voice and then use it for their
passion.

Dog Daze on October 12
Give your dog something fun
to bark about – and the whole
family, something to anticipate! They’ll all enjoy Dog Daze,
brought to you by Friendship Veterinary Hospital, on Saturday,
October 12, 2019, at Liza Jackson
Park (334 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SW,
in Fort Walton Beach). The Friendship staff have again joined with
the City of Fort Walton Beach and
the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce to present a western-themed version of
Dog Daze on October 12 at Liza
Jackson Park, 334 Miracle Strip
Pkwy, SW, Fort Walton Beach. The
tail-wagging activities will begin
at 9 am and continue until 3 pm.
Your dog will have their day at
the Fort Walton Beach Chamber’s
annual festivities for canines and
the families who love them. This
is – without a doubt – the biggest
event on your dog’s social calendar, so don’t disappoint them!
Come on down and join the western-themed fun! In the sixteenth

edition of this lively event, we expect more than 1,000 dogs and
their families to attend.
The dog-centric day will feature
a variety of canine (and family)
activities, including
* “Ask the Doctor” booth with
Friendship vets
* Pet Parade and Costume Contest
(Theme: “Wild, Wild West”)
* Dachshund Races
* Small Dog Stampede

per pet. Proof of up-to-date rabies vaccination is required (current tag or doctor’s certificate)
and will be checked at the gate.
There is no charge for accompanying (human) family members.
Please leash your dog(s) with a
strong, non-retractable leash.
You may complete your registration form in advance by going
to www.FWBChamber.com and
clicking on the Dog Daze banner
ad. This will speed you through
the registration line.

* Treats galore!!

Dog Daze is coordinated by
the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce and is
co-sponsored by the City of Fort
Walton Beach, the Emerald Coast
Convention and Visitors Bureau,
Okaloosa Gas, Cumulus radio
stations Z96, Coast 93.3, and Nash
FM 105.5, Northwest Florida Daily
News, and Pet Supermarket.

All well-behaved dogs above 6
months of age are invited to attend. Suggested donation is $3

Vendor space is available – contact Rachelle Graves at the FWB
Chamber – 850-244-8191.

* Rabies and Microchip Clinic
presented by PAWS
* Pet Adoption Services offered
by various pet rescues
* Vendors with dog-related items

Rachelle Graves

presented by Friendship
Veterinary Hospital

Saturday, October 12
9 am to 3 pm
Lisa Jackson Park
338 Miracle Strip Pkwy.
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Military Affairs Committee|Why Be a Part of MAC?

Barbara J. Britt

Barbara J. Britt, LLC
2019 MAC Chair

Why be a part of Fort Walton Beach Chamber MAC (Military Affairs Committee)?
Each month since January I have asked
that question, but as of yet no one has answered. I know the reason I joined MAC
six months after I signed up for Fort Walton
Beach Chamber: my heart, passion, and
purpose are connected with the military
and their families. Serving should never be
a one- way street, so we have to decide
how we can serve our military personnel
and their families. So if you love your country, your home, your community, your way of
life, you have to ask how can we be so lucky
compared to others in different countries?
The only difference between them and us
is the country we were lucky enough to be
born into. Our military and their sacrifices
make the difference in how we get to live
in this country.
Why do I ask the members of the Chamber
month after month to come to our MAC?
It’s because I know that with all the wonderful businesses, corporations, companies
and people in them, we can make a difference in our military families in our community. When our military guest speakers talk
about what matters most to them and why

they love this assignment so much, they will
tell you it is because of how we take care of
their families while they are deployed. Make
no mistake - this is not just a well-thought-out
answer, it comes from their heart.
So to be quite honest I want you to be part
of MAC because we are stronger together.
Our MAC and community need your input,
your dedication, and your vision to make
this the place that when military families
and their children grow up and retire, they
say “The best place my family was ever stationed was Hurlburt Field [or Eglin Air Force
Base, or Duke Field] in Fort Walton Beach,
Florida, IT WAS HOME.”
Here are some facts about the military families you might not know. Military children
will move on an average of 6-11 times in
their school career. There are 1.2 million
school-age children with military parents in
the United States, and approximately 90%
attend public schools. On average, military children move three times more often
than their civilian peers. As such, military
families experience change and transition
so frequently they often do not have time to
grieve over the last transition before plan-

ning and preparing for the next. Relocation
becomes a consistent stressor in the lives
of military families, as the average military
move occurs every 3 years, and some families, particularly families of high-ranking officers, move more frequently. I have found
military children to be resilient, adaptive,
creative, and independent. But I also know
that they thrive when they move into a community that sees them as a gift.
I trained in Okinawa several years back
with Military Child Education Coalition. We
were so lucky that we had students from all
branches represented. When I asked them
what was the best thing about living in Okinawa, this is what they said.
“We take the best of being in Okinawa and
the best of being American and we share so
we are powerful together.”
This statement came from high school students, I felt that maybe they should be doing the training and I told them just that.
But more importantly it shows how adaptive and resilient they can be, especially if
they feel they are welcomed and have a
chance to build tomorrow.

Your Chamber Membership|Are You Ready to Make New Connections?
For many years, the idea of entering a room filled with strangers
was terrifying. Does this describe
you, too? I hated this feeling and
learned to become purposeful in
networking situations. You don’t
have to fit the traditional image
of an extroverted entrepreneur. If
you’re an introvert like me, just relax, plan ahead and let your true
personality shine through. Here
are some tips that have helped
me:

2. Prepare. Have icebreaker questions ready. People love to talk
about their work, family and hobbies. Ideas: “How long have you
been a member of the Chamber?” and “What’s your favorite
part of your job?”

1. Manage your expectations.
Plan on making just 1-5 quality
connections. You don’t have to
meet everyone.

4. Ask for an introduction. If there’s
a particular person you’d like to
meet, rather than approaching directly, find a common connection
and request an introduction.

3. Set a time limit. Plan to stay for
just 15 minutes. Grab a drink and
meet at least one new person.
When you’ve adjusted, you may
stay longer than planned.

Debbie Dodge

FWB Chamber Membership
Specialist & Mary Kay
Independent Sales Director
Debbie@fwbchamber.org
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5. Practice empathetic listening.
Introverts are usually fantastic listeners. You’ll stand out as someone who values others.
6. Share your personal stories as
they fit into the conversation. This
will help your conversation flow
more naturally.
7. Take small steps. Make it a daily
habit to find opportunities to network. At work and while doing life.
Invite colleagues to join you for
lunch.
8. Be your amazing, genuine self!
And have fun!

Tourism Committee|Tourism Management
In the last edition of Coastlines I suggested
that rather than tourism promotion, our
local tourist industry is looking at tourism
management. Promotion is relatively easy
as it consists of basically saying ‘we’re
awesome, come and visit.’ Tourism management, on the other hand, needs a
great deal of research, planning and takes
place over a much greater timescale.

Martin Owen

The Owen Organization
Co-Chair, 2019 Tourism
Committee

Visitation here in Okaloosa and along
the Gulf Coast has, for the past 60 years,
been fairly traditional in that most vacationers came during the summer months
between Memorial Day and Labor Day.
Certainly we have the Snowbirds in the
first three months of the year, too. However, tourism patterns are now changing.
This is brought about by the altering of the
school years and the different vacation
habits of recent generations - the X’s and

Millennials. Snowbirds are also altering
their patterns.
The research and planning being carried
out by our CVB and the industry is aimed
at managing these changes so that we
make better use of the resources we have.
The infrastructure that exists, the hotels, condos, attractions and indeed the
beaches, Bay and bayous are here all
year. As the changing tourist patterns suggest that visitors are coming for shorter periods (possibly 4 days rather than 7 days)
but more often (2 or maybe 3 visits a year),
we don’t need to create more infrastructure to take advantage. Essentially we
can spread our visitors out across the year,
rather than having them all in one go.
The increase in the number of destinations

being served by our Airport also brings in
slightly different types of visitors and from
new areas. Down the line, the possibility
of International Tourists, who vacation at
different times of the year from our traditional guests, and who may stay for longer
periods, can also make use of what would
otherwise be unused resources.
By spreading out the tourists, we’re also
opening up more year-round jobs instead
of the very seasonal employment patterns
of the past.
By having a spread of guests across the
year, we’ll increase both bed and sales tax
collections too.
How are we setting up these beneficial
changes? Watch this space next month.

RPM Committee| “GO WILD at Wild Willy’s with RPM!”
It’s almost that time of year! Who remembers last year when RPM hosted
the October Business After Hours in
2018? We had a luau style event with
games, prizes and more!

Kent Vancil

We hope you will join us this October
as we GO WILD with RPM at Wild Willy's
Adventure Zone! This will be an amazing time to network with fellow Chamber businesses and RPM committee
members!

What is RPM and how do you join? RPM
was dubbed the most fun committee at
the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber! We are BIG on referrals, we partner
together to help other businesses and
we learn how to market ourselves and
share referrals with each other! You can
still join and participate as one of the
hosts – with the opportunity to spotlight
your business - at the October Business
After Hours! Membership is normally
$150 per year which includes hosting

the Chamber FFC breakfast in July, Billy
Bowlegs events and of course our Business After Hours!
For a limited time, you can join for only
$75! To find out more please contact
the Chamber office at 850-244-8191 or
email them at seth@fwbchamber.org.

Cox Business Security Solutions
2019 RPM Chair

The C.A.R.E. Committee Invites You to Explore #GivingTuesday
The Chamber’s CARE Committee is
gearing up for Giving Tuesday in November. Hoping to increase awareness
of this special day at the kick off of the
holiday season, all non-profits that are
Chamber members are invited to attend the CARE Committee’s October
meeting and get in on this joint effort.

Donna Tashik

Interim Chair
CARE Committee
The Arc of the Emerald Coast

For those of you who may not know
(and who the CARE Committee is determined to inform!), there is of course
Black Friday, where Christmas shopping goes into hyper-drive for 24 hours

starting on Thanksgiving; Cyber Monday, where fantastic on-line deals on
gifts can be found in abundance; and
then Giving Tuesday, the Tuesday following Thanksgiving. Giving Tuesday is
a movement that was started nationally six years ago, a reminder to all
that there are many less fortunate and
while you are in the money-spending
mode this holiday season, take some
of those funds saved and donate them
to a worthy cause. It’s a nice package
all wrapped up while you have your
credit card out!

And, of course, let’s keep those dollars
local! We have so many worthy charities in our Chamber, let’s give them all
a Merry Christmas!
Please “Like” Emerald Coast Gives
Back on Facebook, #emeraldcoastgivesback, and share with your friends.
And bring your lunch on October 14th
at 11:30-1 at the Chamber and join in
this important initiative.
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Greater
Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

Our mission...

... is to strengthen local businesses and enhance the quality of life in our community by providing services which help businesses help themselves.

Hollingsworth Health Clinic at One Hopeful Place
1564 Percy L. Coleman Rd.
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-586-7879
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Chrissy Flanigan

Camille Webster

Chamber advertising
opportunities

Chamber of Commerce

Caring
for your loved ones as
if they are our own.

NF-11052100

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Banner Ads
Enhanced Listings
Digital Sign
all available at great prices!
Call Seth at the Chamber
for more info: 850-244-8191

2130099

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS

Call today to schedule your personal tour & complimentary lunch!

2000 Principal Lane (off Mar Walt Dr.) Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547
www.belvederecommonsfortwaltonbeach.com • 850.243.7735

Assisted Living Lic. # 9819
NF-11032651
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

The folks at the Emerald Coast Convention Center
invited us and our Destin Chamber friends to enjoy the
art and the new improvements at their facility. Everyone was so impressed! The art, the food, the libations,
and the company were all top notch!

Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Join Us In OCTOBER! | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 | 5:30 to 7:30 pm
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Sponsored by RPM at Wild Willy’s Adventure Zone, 1306 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE, Fort Walton Beach
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Welcome! | New Member Reception|August
Each month the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce hosts a special luncheon for our newest members.
Lee Hodge

David Boseman

850-781-2989, (Cell) 850-217-4191
Pet Wants Emerald Coast offers all-natural healthy pet food,
treats, chews, homemade doggie spaw products and vital
supplements with free local delivery. Pet Wants Emerald Coast pet food is sourced
with only the highest-quality ingredients. There is no corn, no wheat, no soy, no
animal by-products, no sugars and no dyes.   It is slow cooked in small batches on
a monthly basis. So basically, it gets to your pet’s bowl within weeks of being made
instead of months or years like many others on the market today.

1992 Lewis Turner Blvd., Suite 129
Fort Walton Beach, 32547 | 252-333-4798

Pet Wants Emerald Coast

NAMI of Okaloosa and Walton Counties

571 Mooney Rd., Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-684-5259

NAMI OW is Okaloosa/Walton County’s local affiliate of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness. We are a grassroots, non-profit advocacy group intent on connecting individuals and families with support, treatment, and guidance. In any given
year one in four American adults may be diagnosed with a major mental illness.
Most people do not know how to navigate the behavioral health system. You are
not alone. NAMI OW is here for you and your family.

Elizabeth Burdick

Mercy’s Play + Stay, Doggy Daycare|Boarding|Grooming
At Mercy’s Play + Stay everything we do revolves around our love of doggies and
community. We love doggies as much as you do because we’re doggy parents, too.
Our mission is to help make the Emerald Coast a better place to be a doggy parent.
When life gets hectic and you want to make sure your doggy gets all the attention
and love they deserve, we are here to help provide a safe, fun, loving environment.
Each doggy Mom or Dad will have peace of mind knowing their doggy receives
exceptional care, coupled with loving, personalized service at competitive pricing.
We offer Military, Veteran and First Responder discounts and we are conveniently
located next to Uptown Station in Fort Walton Beach. Opening soon at 109 Hughes
Street in Ft. Walton Beach, visit us at www.mercysplayandstay.com and follow us on
Instagram and Facebook.

TJ’s Chillin’ Treats

127 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SW, Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-737-2900

Select service hotel offering accommodations, meeting space, group rates, and
negotiated rates. Our staff strives to create an exceptional guest experience
through service.

151 Mary Esther Blvd., Ste. 301, Mary Esther, 32569
850-374-3747

Suzette McPherson

Thomas and Rosa Lupero

Holiday Inn Express FWB Central

Bella Rocca Wellness Center

We are a defense contractor providing engineering logistics, program integration,
human performance, training, managing high-value aviation and surface programs for our nation’s first responder s.

109 Hughes Street, Ft. Walton Beach | (840) 217-1455

Angelo Pananas

Elizabeth Hutchinson

VectorCSP

Bella
Rocca
wellness center
	
  

(850)	
  374-‐3747	
  

www.bellaroccawellness.com	
  

Hormone Replacement Therapy – BioIdentical BIOTE,
IV Hydration, Vitamin Infusion, Weight Loss, Micc injections, testosterone.

144 Mary Esther Blvd., Suite 12, Mary Esther, 32569
We offer fresh super premium ice cream for
everyone. We have full-flavored ice cream, dairy free frozen desserts, and a
selection of adult flavors.

Sandel’ Cash

It’s a Cinch Moving, Inc.

PO Box 573, Niceville, 32588 | 50-200-3176
It’s a Cinch Moving, Inc. is a stress-free moving company which
focuses on seniors and house-to-house moves. Our team of
professionals have the experience and knowledge to ease the
transition and stress for seniors and their families. Additionally, It’s
a Cinch Moving, Inc. will handle all f the logistics for house-to-house and outof-state moves. We also offer decluttering, hoarding, and estate sale services.
All of our services can be customized to meet your precise needs. In-home
consultations are free.

Patricia Payne

Check out these
businesses and
welcome them
to the Chamber!

Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce
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Nothing But

NETWORKING

It was a beautiful day for golf – but great networking was the reason our members attended the September Nothing But Networking
at Shalimar Pointe Gulf Club. It was a wonderful meal – an undoubtedly beautiful setting – with great networking opportunities –
and some wonderful tips from our new member Jeff Brinson of Southwestern Coaching.

Join Us In OCTOBER! | Nothing But Networking | Thursday, October 10 | 11:30 am to 1:00 pm
at The Island, by Hotel RL, 1500 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE, on beautiful Okaloosa Island

Register and pay in advance at FWBChamber.com. (Please RSVP early! We HATE having to turn walk-ins away!!)
Remember: NBN reservations must be PAID at time of reservation.
$15 Per Chamber member when you register in advance; $20 for non-members and at door if you do not RSVP.
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In Memory

calendar of events

October

We will miss “The Pizza Man”

For t Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Website FWBChamber.com
We encourage you to attend any of the Chamber’s committee meetings as a guest to see whether that particular group suits your expectations
and will help you promote your business. The regular monthly meetings are almost always held in the FWB Chamber Conference Room.
Call the Chamber at 244-8191 to reserve your spot or to get answers to your questions.

4 | Friday | 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

15 | Tuesday | 8:00 a.m.

Sponsored by White-Wilson Medical Center at First Baptist
Church Christian Life Center | 21 First Street, NE, FWB

16 | Wednesday | 7:45 a.m.

First Friday Coffee

New Member Lunch Special Date! | 11:30 a.m.

7 | Monday | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Stand Up to Breast Cancer

Ambassadors Committee

At The Henderson Beach Resort and Spa
200 Henderson Resort Way, Destin
Tickets available at
www.StandUpToBreastCancer.com.

17 | Thursday | 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

31 | Thursday | 11:30 a.m.

C.A.R.E. Committee

Business After Hours

8 | Tuesday | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Happy Halloween!

Sponsored by RPM at Wild Willy’s Adventure Zone
1306 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE, Fort Walton Beach

Healthcare Committee | 8:00 a.m.

Jim Godwin
Chamber Member, Friend, and Supporter
May 30, 1956 – August 24, 2019

29 | Tuesday | 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

RPM - Referral Partners & Marketing

21| Monday | 11:30 a.m.

10 | Thursday | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

MAC Military Affairs Committee

Nothing But Networking

Held at the Brooks Beal Center

at Shalimar Pointe Golf Club
302 Country Club Road, Shalimar

23 | Wednesday | 11:30 a.m.

Community Perspectives | 7:45 a.m.

Women Connect Committee

12 | Friday | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

24 | Thursday | 11:30 a.m.

Friendship Veterinary Hospital presents
DOG DAZE! at Liza Jackson Park

Board of Directors

334 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SW, Fort Walton Beach

OCTOBER 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

				

1

		

3

New Member
Lunch 11:45 am

Special Date!

4

Community
Perspectives

5

DOG DAZE
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Committee 8:00am

Nothing But

6

7

8 		

13

14

15

21

Lisa Jackson Park

Networking11:30am

16

22		

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

Business After Hours
5:30pm-7:30pm

Board of
Directors
11:30am

WomenConnect
Committee
11:30am

MAC Meeting
11:30 am
20		

9

Ambassadors
Meeting
7:45 am

RPM Meeting
8:00 am

Saturday, October 12
9 am to 3 pm

2

Healthcare Committee
7:30 am

C.A.R.E.
Committee
11:30 am

presented by Friendship Veterinary Hospital

SATURDAY

First Friday Coffee
7:30am

All lasting
businesses are
built on
friendship.

23

Stand Up to Breast
Cancer
5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

338 Miracle Strip Pkwy.
27		

28

Your best teacher
is your last
mistake.
29		

30

31

Unless otherwise noted, ALL meetings will be held at the Fort Walton Beach Chamber Of Commerce.
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Our friends from The Manor at Blue Water Bay were our sponsors
for the September First Friday Coffee – and as always, they were
smiling and warm as they highlighted their facility, their services
and most of all their caring staff members.

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE
gREATER fORT wALTON bEACH
cHAMBER OF cOMMERCE

Thank
you!
From the left:
Lucille Bettes
Barbara Stokes
Brooks Patterson
Teresa Halverson
Matt Baltz
Duane Gallagher

Our FFC Spotlight Tables in September were: Silver Slipper Casino and Hotel, Florida Blue, United for a Good Cause, the Petermann Agency, and CareerSource.

p

Argie the Argonaut attended FFC to invite our member to the special tailgating party at the
UWF Argonauts football game on Saturday, Sept. 21 at the Blue Wahoos Stadium. While with us,
he helped Laura Kirby (at right) introduce the Chamber’s two interns from the UWF Emerald Coast
campus, Liddi Hampton and Annie Ochs.

p Talk about family pride! FWB Mayor Dick Rynearson was one delighted grandfather as he
introduced his granddaughter Brooklyn Peters, the Distinguished Young Woman from Okaloosa
County.
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WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS!
t

Will Ryland and Holly Fayette (Rye-Land Lawncare
LLC); Dr. Randall McKissack (White-Wilson Medical
Center; Erica Clarkson, DNP (White-Wilson Medical
Center, P.A.); Darrell and Ivonne Williams (I’Am Kleen
Sweep of FWB).

AUGUST
Door Prize
DONATiONS

Thank you!
The Manor at Blue Water Bay
Southern Rentals and Real Estate
Emerald Coast Martial Arts
Silver Slipper Casino
Rocky Bayou Christian School

u Tisha Maraj (The Island, by Hotel RL); Dr. Hank Christen
(Active Shooter 360, LLC); Carla Cox (Cox Media); Robert
Reagan (Gold's Gym); and Gary Mousseau, PA-C (WhiteWilson Medical Center, P.A.)

Knife's Edge Private Chef & Catering
Emerald Coast Science Center
Okaloosa Gas
Simple HR
Destin West RV Resort
Warren Averett
White-Wilson Medical Center
Dock on the Island
Lisa Jo Spencer, PA
t

Anthony Flores, and Rachel Job (Enlightened Studios);
Crystal Weatherly (Emerald Coast Cleaning Professionals);
and Juliette Gustave (One Hopeful Place).

The Island
Community Bank
Landrum HR
Daniel Simmons Photography
The Island Wedding Company

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE

Paradise Promotions
Clean Eatz
ThrIVe Wellness
Opportunity Place

p Dr. Scott Smith (For Walton Beach Chiropractic) tries and tries
each month to give away the Fast Cash. Sadly, none of the people
whose names were drawn were around to claim their prize. That’s
more incentive for you to come to next month’s FFC, when the prize
will be $200!

p Jenna Testa of the Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance was delighted to present Trisha Marks (Simple HR) with the prize basket that rewarded her for being
one of the eco-minded individuals who brought a reusable coffee cup to the
Christian Life Center. (Does that inspire you to do the same??)

p

Jennifer Kraus (Bit-Wizards) was all smiles as she presented
Denis Milonas (RE License Now Real Estate School) with his 50-50
winnings of $179.
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Thank You To Our 2019 Chamber Sponsors!

