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ON THE COVER: One Chamber! One Force for Community and
Business. Welcome Vince Mayfield, 2020 Chair of the Board!

JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS

See a complete December events calendar on page 17.
Find all Chamber events at www.FWBChamber.com

Jan 3 | Friday | 7:00 a.m.

Annual Installation and Awards Breakfast
Sponsored by Tammy’s Journeys

First Baptist Church Christian Life Center
21 First Street, FWB.
Tickets available online at FWBChamber.com.

Jan 9 | Thursday | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Nothing But Networking
at Floyd’s Shrimp House

1450 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE
$15 for Members; $20 for Non-Members
Register Early at FWBChamber.com

Jan 16 | Thursday | 8:00 a.m. - Noon
Winter Guest Fest

Sponsored by ResortQuest

Emerald Coast Convention Center
1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy. SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL

Jan 16 | Thursday | 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Business After Hours

Sponsored by Emerald Coast Science Center

featuring the Chamber non-profits
31 Memorial Parkway, Fort Walton Beach

Jan 20 |

Monday | Chamber CLOSED
Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
Chamber Staff
Ted Corcoran, IOM
Seth Luttrell
Eppi Azzaretto
Rachelle Graves, IOM
Dayna Stinebiser
Chrissy Flanigan
DEBBIE DODGE
Patricia Payne

Vince Mayfield
Chair of the Board

These principles embody the core ethos of my Alma Matre Notre
Dame. Emblazed on the buildings, walls of the classrooms, and
hallways are these mantras. They speak to the University mission.
And within the business school, they are the guiding principles
and purpose for every student, faculty, and staff member. It
speaks to going beyond driving profit and the bottom line to the
greater good that is our community, our country, and the world.
It tells us that business has the power to influence good in the
world. It reminds us that individually, we can impact the positively
the world.

CEO, Bit Wizards

Every course I took, whether qualitative or quantitative, included
teachings on corporate responsibility, corporate sustainability,
ethical business conduct, and making the world a better place personally and professionally.
Engrained in my psyche is this ethos.
Four years ago, Ted came to me to ask me to get actively involved in the Chamber. I initially
told Ted I was not interested in networking and social gathering. Don’t get me wrong -- building
relationships is a great and necessary thing in business. I told Ted I wanted to do impactful things.
I wanted to be a part of doing things that are larger than promoting my business. Ted then proceeded to educate me on all the things that the Chamber had been doing for the past five years
that directly impact our community such as One Hopeful Place. He ended with classic Ted: “ And
Vince Mayfield, YOU can be a part of making an impact on our community, because if we don’t
do it, no one else will!” I was on board!
Ted did not lie; the past four years have been amazing. We have added to our success and
impact with the Brooks Bridge Replacement, The Gulfview, honoring our WWII Veterans, and the
Half-Cent Sales Tax. Great people being a force for good in our community!
Everyone has asked me if I am excited for “my year.” To be honest, it is an embarrassing question
for me because this year is not about me. It is about You. It is about Our Chamber. It is about Our
Community. Four years ago, I never envisioned being the Chair of the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce. It was an honor to be asked if I would serve as chair. It is an honor you have
chosen me. Our mission this year is to be a force for good in our community. I believe a rising tide
floats all boats. If we make our community great, that will, in turn, have a positive effect on our
businesses and future generations.
This year happens to be Bit-Wizards' 20th Anniversary. As an entrepreneur and business owner
who has worked with my business partner Louis Erickson and our Wizards to create two successful
award-winning businesses--Bit-Wizards and TalkingParents.com-- I have learned that it is not about
what I do. It is what we do together. To run a successful business you have to have relentless persistence, be willing to take risks, and have a bias towards execution. But, ultimately, you have to
inspire people.
My questions to you as we begin this new year: What will you do to be a force for our community?
How will your business do to help make an impact?
May we all be Blessed with a Great 2020 full of Successes!

President/CEO
Director of Operations
Director of Marketing/PR
Director of Special Events
Information Specialist
Director of Accounting
Membership Specialist
Invaluable Volunteer

Vince Mayfield

Chair of the Board
Coastlines is a publication of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce located at 34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548. Ph
850.244.8191 Fax 850.244.1935.
Submit information to Eppi Azzaretto at eppi@fwbchamber.org
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2019 CHAMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM

A Message From The FWBC President

Executive Committee

There’s no place like Home

Vince Mayfield | Bit-Wizards
Chair of the Board

I am now starting my 16th year at the Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber of Commerce. I still remember vividly when
2004 Chair Michelle Anchors offered me the position. There
were many who didn’t believe I would make it through the first
year, but alas here I am. After a couple of years of getting
our feet wet and getting our direction rolling, we have accomplished much for our Chamber members and community. I will
be recapping the highlights of the past decade 2010-2019 in
the next Coastlines.

Heather Ruiz | Destin Commons
2021 Chair-Elect

Matt Turpin | Bank of England Mortgage
Immediate Past Chair

Stephen Perkins | Warren Averett
Treasurer

SECTION CHAIRS
Barbara Britt
Barbara J. Britt, LLC
Gus Gusoff
Emerald Coast Harley-Davidson
Paul Stinebiser
Edward Jones Investments
Donna Tashik
The Arc of the Emerald Coast

Board of Directors Term 2020-2022
Melissa Allegretto
ERA
Maureen Bierman
Step One Automotive Group
Nic Dezinski
MAG Aerospace
Robin Donlon
BVA
Lino Maldonado
ResortQuest
Brooke McLean
Air Force Enlisted Village
Shervin Rassa
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald Coast

Term 2019-2021

Term 2018-2020

Barbara Britt

Steve Baxter

Lisa Curry

Kim Denman

Diane Fraser

Mark Hamrick

Gus Gusoff

Vince Mayfield

Gordon King

Heather Ruiz

David Presnell

Vicki Tarro

Paul Stinebiser

Donna Tashik

LIFE DIRECTORS
C. LeDon Anchors
Kathy Houchins
Bruce Marshall

Jeanne Rief
Joyce Sanders
Lisa Jo Spencer

Ted Corcoran, IOM
President/CEO

As I look back over the past 15 years, I first think of the 15 different bosses I have had—as each year a new Chair of the Board
is selected. All have since become good friends and I have
enjoyed them all.

But I can assure you that it is not just me steering this train down the tracks—I have been surrounded by an assortment of staff through the years who also have become friends. And
the longest tenured Chamber staff member—with over 10 years—will be retiring. That’s
right, our incredible Director of Marketing, Eppi Azzaretto will be leaving us at the end of
January 2020.
As we attempt to quantify her work production, some of the numbers are easy to compile: 10 Bowlegs and Dog Daze festivals as those are held each year. 120 EACH-- minus a
couple-- First Friday Coffees— Nothing but networking lunches—and Business After Hours.
One per month, 10 years. Wow.
Plus 120 Coastlines!!
What is most amazing, but untrackable—are the number of press releases, event ads,
committee meetings –and all the other stuff with which our Marketing department would
have been involved.
Fort Walton Beach is certainly my home—and will be for many years. Thus like Dorothy in
the Wizard of Oz, I realize there is “No Place Like Home.” I absolutely love this job—and
hope I can stay around a few more years. Eppi has been like the Scarecrow (but with a
brilliant brain!) —of current staff, she the one I met the first on this journey. She has been
beyond encouraging on this quest for making business fun—and following the yellow brick
road to Oz. Thus I will miss her most of all.
Look for details on Eppi’s Retirement party sometime in late January 2020.
I am honored to announce that Lin Moormann, who was most recently the Executive Director of the Zionsville, IN Chamber of
Commerce, has moved down here with her
husband who is stationed at Hurlburt, and
will join our staff and train with Eppi starting in
early January.

Ted Corcoran
President/CEO
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The Arc of the Emerald Coast receives Holiday Surprise Donation of $20,000
The Arc of the Emerald Coast received an exciting holiday surprise. Larry Batchelor Mechanical LLC, the parent company of Mills Heating
and Air of Fort Walton Beach, donated $20,000.
When Chris White, Manager of Mills Heating
and Air, was asked what inspired the generous donation, he replied, “Mills Heating and Air

had a very good year in 2019 and we wanted
to give back to the local community.” Jackson
White, manager of Larry Batchelor Mechanical
added "We asked our employees to select five
local charities that would be recipients, and The
Arc of the Emerald Coast was one. We wanted
to thank them for all the good they do for the
people with disabilities in our community."

The Arc of the Emerald Coast took the generous group of donors on a tour of their Fort Walton Beach Adult Day Training Center to show
them how the money would be used. The Adult
Day Center is open Monday-Friday and serves
over 70 adults with mental and physical disabilities each day, teaching life skills and providing
respite care for families. The center has long
been in need of a facelift, desperate for flooring, paint and basic repairs. The Arc recently
received a quote for $25,000 for the renovation,
which will almost be entirely covered by the donation.
The Arc is still seeking the remaining $5,000 to
begin the renovation. Those interested in donating can contact Dtashikarcemeraldcoast@
gmail.com.

Pictured left to right- Jennifer Cassel with Mills, Donna Tashik Arc Director, John Roper Arc CEO, Nikki
Owen Arc Director, Chris White and Stephanie Myers, Mills Heating and Air.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Okaloosa Gas District Donates to United Way Emerald Coast
provide a warm coat to every child
in need throughout Okaloosa and
Walton counties during the holiday
season.
Unseasonably
warm
temperatures earlier this winter decreased
the amount of donations usually
received by this point in the campaign. The Coats for Kids mission
is to share the warmth and ensure
every child in Okaloosa and Walton counties who needs a winter
coat receives one. “Okaloosa Gas
District wouldn’t be where we are
today without the support of our
community, customers, and employees. This donation is a small
part of our obligation to give back
to the communities we serve daily”
said Gordon King, CEO, Okaloosa
Gas District.
Okaloosa Gas District donated over
300 coats to United Way Emerald
Coast on Wednesday, December
11, during the Niceville Valparaiso

Chamber of Commerce monthly
breakfast. The donation directly
supports United Way’s annual Coats
for Kids campaign, which aims to

“For families experiencing financial hardship, a warm coat can be
considered a luxury item. We are
grateful for our partners like Okaloosa Gas District, who are driven
to help our local community and
willing to make a difference” stated
Kelly Jasen, CEO, United Way Emerald Coast. “Thanks to their generous efforts, hundreds of people
will receive the gift of warmth this
year! We appreciate their community spirit and look forward to
distributing this amazing collection
of coats on their behalf,” continued
Jasen.

The coats are delivered primarily through school districts, but
also churches and other non-profit
agencies that work with children.

Twin Cities Hospital and Fort Walton Beach
Medical Center Donate Close to 10,000
Pounds of Food to Sharing and Caring
Facilities in Fort Walton Beach and Niceville
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center and
Twin Cities Hospital donated over 10,000
pounds of food and water to help people
in need during the holidays.
Each hospital held a food drive with their
employees during the month of November to help the community during the holidays. FWBMC’s food and water weighed
in at 9,577 pounds for the Sharing and
Caring facility in Fort Walton Beach. Twin
Cities Hospital’s food weighed in at 200
pounds for the facility in Niceville, Florida.
Both Sharing and Caring facilities were
overwhelmed with the amount of food
donated.

ple in our community. We never want to
see anyone go without food or shelter, especially during the holidays”, stated Mitch
Mongell, CEO of Fort Walton Beach Medical Center. “It’s times like these when you
are thankful for having some of the best
employees in the nation”, stated Dave
Whalen, CEO of Twin Cities Hospital. “We
were extremely excited to be able to help
Sharing and Caring fill their pantries”.

“We are excited that are employees are
so giving during the holidays to organizations who care for the less fortunate peoJANUARY 2020 | www.fwbchamber.com | the GREATER Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce | 5

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Erin Monroe Wesley named Cox Southeast Vice President of
Government and Public Affairs
Erin Monroe Wesley has joined Cox as the
Southeast Vice President of Government
and Public Affairs, overseeing governmental
and public affairs efforts in Louisiana, Florida and Georgia. She will be based in Baton
Rouge, LA. Prior to joining Cox, Monroe Wesley served as Special Counsel for Louisiana
Governor John Bel Edwards.

Her commitment to the community she
serves is easily seen through her board service and engagement with the City Year
Board of Directors, LSU National Diversity Advisory Board of Directors, Baton Rouge Area
Foundation’s Civic Leadership Committee,
Junior League of Baton Rouge and The Baton Rouge Chapter of the Links, Inc.

Prior to joining the Louisiana Governor’s office, she served as Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer for the Baton
Rouge Area Chamber (BRAC), Executive
Counsel for the Office of Louisiana Lieutenant Governor Mitchell J. Landrieu, Associate
Executive Counsel for the Office of Louisiana
Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco and
as a staff attorney for the Louisiana State
Senate.

“Cox is proud to welcome Erin Monroe Wesley to its Government and Public Affairs
team,” says Anthony Pope, senior vice president and region manager for Cox Southeast. “Cox is committed to the communities
it serves, from charitable contributions and
sponsorships to improving infrastructure. Erin
is the perfect person to lead our team into
the future.”

Monroe Wesley has been recognized as
a Top Forty Under 40 leader (2015), Baton
Rouge Area Volunteer Activist (2015), Woman of Distinction (2014), Influential Woman
in Business (2012) and Most Powerful and
Influential Woman by the National Diversity
Council (2011).

A Shreveport, LA native, Erin received her
undergraduate degree from LSU. She also
holds a Juris Doctorate from the Southern
University Law Center from which she was
recognized as a Distinguished Alumni in
2013.

Eglin Federal Credit Union's Sherry Harlow
Receives State-Wide Award
Sherry Harlow, APR serves as Eglin Federal Credit Union’s Marketing and Public Relations Manager. She was recently
honored by the Florida Extension Association of Family and Consumer Services from the University of Florida with the
“Friend of FEAFCS” award presented
at their annual conference. This statewide organization has the purpose to
assist the professional development of
University of Florida IFAS Agents in many
subjects related to the family including
financial management and disaster
preparedness.
Mrs. Harlow was recognized for her volunteer work and service to the Okaloosa Saves organization since its inception
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in 2002. Okaloosa Saves is an affiliate
with the University of Florida and America Saves with the mission to encourage
savings and reduction of debt among
American consumers.

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center Announces Over $80 Million in
Capital Expansion Projects Slated for 2020
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center (FWBMC)
announced recently that they will launch a $80
million expansion and renovation project that
will benefit our community, patients, and team
members.
The first project to get underway will be the
building of a free-standing ER in Navarre. With
groundbreaking scheduled for January, FWBMC
anticipates the facility will open in November
2020. This community outreach project will offer an 11-bed free-standing ER that will provide
a full range of testing and diagnostic services
to patients, including a lab, x-ray, CAT Scan,
and other vital services. In addition to providing
emergency care closer to home for residents of
Navarre, it will help relieve non-critical traffic in
our main ER. This new free-standing ER will create
approximately 30 new jobs in the community.
February, the hospital will open a new home for
several physician services groups. Four key physician groups – Neurosurgery, Urology, Gastro-

intestinal, and OB/GYN, will move into the Emily
Odom Building located at Mar-Walt Drive and
Racetrack Road. Using 15,000 square feet in the
existing building, the redesign of the space features the latest concept for multi-specialty physician offices. It uses a pod design that improves
patient flow as well as workflow for the office
staff.
Then, in the second half of 2020, FWBMC will begin a multi-phase project that will ultimately result in 42 additional licensed beds, bringing the
hospital’s total to 309.

tient tower with the capability of expanding vertically to four floors. The new tower is designed
to house 18 new critical care beds and 24 stepdown beds. It will be located at the back of the
hospital near the outpatient entrance.
“All of these projects are part of Fort Walton
Beach Medical Center’s focus on the future and
commitment to improve access to high quality
health care and service on behalf of our community”, stated Mitch Mongell, Chief Executive
Officer of Fort Walton Beach Medical Center.

Phase one of the project will involve the expansion of the parking garage which will include 120
additional parking spots. Phase two will include
the renovation and expansion of the cafeteria
and kitchen. When complete it will provide a
new grill station, deli counter, hot station and a
grab-and-go center. The third and final phase
will encompass building a new two-story pa-
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Half Cent Sales Tax Projects

A Word from the Mayor
I hope you had a wonderful holiday season and are enjoying the
New Year! Over the holidays, I
reflected on all of the things that
make Fort Walton Beach an incredible place to live, work and
play. So many of these things are
easy to see or experience like our
natural resources, beautiful parks
and recreation amenities. But, I
found myself thinking more about
the small things, the lesser-known
services, that can have just as big
of an impact on our quality of life.
One of these services is the RUOK?
Safety Program that is used by
the police department to establish
daily contact with someone to ensure their well-being. The police department also offers courtesy security checks for residential property
upon request. These services are
completely free. Another beneficial
(and free) service you may be unaware of is the City’s special needs
assistance for garbage collection. If
you are unable to roll your garbage
and recycling carts to the curb, you
can apply for assistance and a City
sanitation worker will bring your
cart to the truck for disposal and
return it to your home.

The City of Fort Walton Beach is putting halfcent sales tax revenue to good use! Through a
partnership with the Town of Cinco Bayou, the
City was able to resurface Yacht Club Drive NE
from Ferry Road NE to Eglin Parkway. Hughes
Street NE will be resurfaced from Ferry Road
NE to Eglin Parkway soon. The City has also
used half cent sales tax revenue to make public safety upgrades including the purchase of
a new fire truck, two portable police light towers, two police message board radar systems, a
MILO shooting simulator, a drone, fitness training
equipment and new firefighter breathing apparatus. Be on the lookout for signs around town
highlighting more half cent sales tax projects.

Sincerely,
Dick Rynearson
Mayor of Fort Walton Beach

Police Department Toy Drive Success

This Holiday Season, the Fort Walton Beach
Police Department hosted a toy drive to help
brighten the spirits of area foster care children.
The department partnered with the Families
First Network and was able to deliver a truck
full of toys for distribution before Christmas. We
are extremely proud of our officers and staff
for their dedication to put a smile on so many
faces.

2019 Fort Walton Beach Christmas
Parade Awards
Congratulations to these entries and thanks to
all who participated and attended. It was a
magnificent event, as always!
• Best Service:
Krewe of Bowlegs
• Best Marching:
Choctawhatchee High School Air Force Junior
ROTC
• Best Youth:
City of FWB Silver & Gold Cheerleaders
• Best Religious:
Shoreline Church
• Best Commercial:
Distributor Appliance & Destin Towing

Upcoming Events

• Mardi Gras Parade – February 9, 2020, at 1
p.m. More details to come!

New Sidewalks

In the Ferry Park neighborhood, you will see
new sidewalks along California Drive and Oregon Drive connecting the Bud and Dorie
Day Trail to Ferry Park. Enhancing walkability,
increasing pedestrian safety and adding connectivity throughout neighborhoods are all
important in our community. Currently, there
are approximately 60 miles of sidewalks in Fort
Walton Beach. A long-term goal of the City is
to have a sidewalk on at least one side of every neighborhood street and on both sides of
all major roadways.

• Public Safety Open House at the Fire Department and Police Department – February 2020,
Date TBD. Stay tuned for announcements.

Discover the Fort Walton Beach Heritage Park & Cultural Center

Start off the new year by learning the history
of Fort Walton Beach! Located in the heart
of Downtown FWB, the Fort Walton Beach
Heritage Park & Cultural Center includes the
Indian Temple Mound Museum, Camp Walton Schoolhouse Museum, Garnier Post Office
Museum, Fort Walton Temple Mound, and the
Civil War Exhibit Building. The facility is open
Monday-Saturday. Visit www.fwb.org/museum to learn more and see details about events
and exhibits. We hope to see you in 2020!

These are just a few of the many
things that make the City of Fort
Walton Beach so special and make
me proud to be a part of this community. The next time you see a
police officer or a sanitation worker, be sure to wave and let them
know you appreciate their service.
I sure do!
Police Department: 833-9546
Sanitation Division: 833-9655

tion cost is $851,120.20 and will be paid for with
stormwater utility user fees and a matching
state grant of $200,000.

Stormwater Upgrades

The Anchors Street NW stormwater improvement project is underway. The City’s contractor has begun to make upgrades to the
stormwater system along the roadway to alleviate drainage and flooding issues in the
area. Motorists can expect some traffic delays
and possibly lane and road closures during this
multi-phased, six-month project. The construc-
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City facilities and offices will be closed for the
following holidays:
New Year’s Day – Wednesday, Jan. 1
Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Monday, Jan. 20
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Healthcare Committee| Happy New Year!
Happy New Year! My name is Melissa
Heath and I’m proud and honored
to be your 2020 Healthcare Committee chair. I’m the Sales Manager for
Brookdale Fort Walton Assisted Living
& Memory Care for over two and a
half years. I have 13 years in healthcare and have been a member of
the Greater Fort Walton Chamber of
Commerce throughout my profession.
Building life-long relationships and
watching how involved the Chamber
is with our beautiful community made
me want to be part of something bigger than myself.

Melissa Heath

Brookdale Ft. Walton Assisted
Living and Memory Care
2020 Chair
Healthcare Committee

The Healthcare Committee offers so
much expert advice to our professionals. My vision is to make a bigger impact while sharing this knowledge to those who need it most, our
members, neighbors and friends. The

committee builds community relationships/partnerships, continuing education monthly and the ability to help
someone else. The Greater Fort Walton Chamber of Commerce wants to
make sure our citizens are well cared
for; therefore, I invite you to visit, share
ideas and participate in becoming
part of a committee that is bigger
than yourself as well.
Our First meeting for 2020 will be as
follows: Tuesday, January 14, 2020 – 8
to 9 am – at the Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber of Commerce. Our
speaker will be Peggy Brockman, and
her topic will be: “Create your best
year EVER!” and Hope Squad Peer to
Peer suicide prevention program.
Let’s get excited and join us for this
meeting to kick off the new year with

one of the strongest, most supportive
committees and to make a positive
change in someone’s life. Not all of our
Healthcare Committee members are
healthcare professionals. If you are
not a healthcare professional, I highly
recommend you attend because the
education obtained and the business
you provide may be indirectly needed. The more resources we have, the
bigger the impact we can make in our
community.
This year is going to be one for history! Let’s all leave a legacy behind. I
look forward to partnering and working with all the members new and old
ones.
Happy New Year!

Tourism Committee|Happy New Year!

The Owen Organization
Co-Chair, 2019 Tourism
Committee

sacola. We may be at the heart of the
Emerald Coast, but the term does not
identify us. The Emerald Coast includes
(including the two ‘Colas) Panama City
Beach, South Walton/30A and Navarre.
Indeed some people even include the
beaches of South Alabama. As a result
we need a term that is really “our own.”

The change has come about because
the CVB and TDC carried out a huge
amount of research over the past year
with both us locals and our existing and
potential visitors. The aim was to establish the best way of identifying our area.

The research found that the main term
that vacationers identified was Destin.
In fact many people visiting South Walton actually thought they were in Destin!
Equally many who were on Okaloosa Island or in FWB thought they were in West
Destin. Fort Walton Beach actually has
great recognition itself, but principally
as a business destination. It’s a reason
why our airport (one of the fastest growing airports in the country) is called Des-

Most of our potential (and existing) visitors know where the Emerald Coast is.
It’s a 200-mile stretch of the Gulf Coast
that runs from Apalachicola to Pen-

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS

Chamber advertising
opportunities

Chamber of Commerce

Caring
for your loved ones as
if they are our own.

NF-11065597

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Banner Ads
Enhanced Listings
Digital Sign
all available at great prices!
Call Seth at the Chamber
for more info: 850-244-8191

2130099

Martin Owen

I expect you’ve seen the new image
and direction for our local tourism efforts. We’re now promoting ourselves as
Destin - Fort Walton Beach, Florida. Probably the first questions you’re asking are
“Why the change?” and “What’s happened to The Emerald Coast and Okaloosa Island?”

Call today to schedule your personal tour & complimentary lunch!

2000 Principal Lane (off Mar Walt Dr.) Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547
www.belvederecommonsfortwaltonbeach.com • 850.243.7735

10 | JANUARY 2020 | www.fwbchamber.com | the GREATER Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Assisted Living Lic. # 9819
NF-11032660

tin-Fort Walton Beach.
It’s important that we include Florida
in our branding as this adds a certain
cachet. So ”Destin-Fort Walton Beach,
Florida” is our new brand. It doesn't
mean that Emerald Coast goes away,
that’s part of our regional branding that
we will use, with our neighbors, to promote the whole coast, particularly to
the international market.
Okaloosa Island? That doesn’t vanish either. It’s an important part of our area,
and we’ll use that term a great deal
moving forward, particularly when visitors are already in the area.
2020 looks to be an exciting year for
tourism in Destin-Fort Walton Beach,
Florida!

Your Chamber Membership|Let’s Go Swimming in 2020!

Debbie Dodge

FWB Chamber Membership
Specialist & Mary Kay
Independent Sales Director
Debbie@fwbchamber.org

Happy New Year! It’s 2020 and the
perfect time to decide what we want
to see happen in both our professional and personal lives! Those we meet
and connect with through our Chamber become referral sources as well as
our friends...and we are always learning more about ourselves from our associations with others. When we learn
about ourselves, we have the opportunity to become a better version of
who we are, and positively affect the
lives of others through our example!  

think differently...and stretch my potential to greater heights. I am amazed at
the generosity of our members in the
3 T’s - time, talent and treasure. We
even have members who are not associated with a company or organization...they just want to be around really cool people. We all have so much
untapped potential inside just waiting
to come out, and it’s inspiring to be
around influential, making-it-happen
people who are our Chamber members.

I am so grateful for the Chamber members who make me better...help me to

There are two ways to step outside of
our comfort zone, and I like to com-

pare it to entering a swimming pool.
Some will dive right in without even
checking the temperature of the water. Others choose to go down the
ladder one step at a time. There is no
right way...in both situations, we get
wet. How are you going to enter “the
swimming pool” this year and greet
new opportunities to grow personally
and professionally? The pool of amazing people at your Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber of Commerce is there
for you. Are you ready to swim toward
your personal and professional goals in
2020?? Come on in...the water’s fine!

RPM Committee|How does joining the RPM Committee help your business?
Let's face it, running a small business or being a salesperson can be
tough, especially if you're trying to do
it alone. With RPM, you don't have to
do it alone. By joining RPM, you'll have
access to a monthly meeting where
you can exchange ideas, referrals,
and even get some training.

But that's not all; you also get to aggregate your marketing dollars with
other RPM members to promote your
business further within the Chamber.
We get together once a year to pull
off one of the best Business After Hours
Events, and you can be part of it! Stop
in for a meeting and find out how RPM
can Rev-Up your business!

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at the FWB Chamber at 8:00
am. I look forward to seeing you there!

Jason Monroe
Bit-Wizards
2020 RPM Chair

February 9

Mardi Gras Parade and Downtown Throwdown
sponsored by City of Fort Walton Beach (more info at
www.FWB.org)

April 4

Military Family Appreciation Day
sponsored by Step One Automotive Group

June 5 and 6

65th Billy Bowlegs Pirate Festival

Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

June 8

Billy Bowlegs Torchlight Parade

September 19 – Dog Daze, sponsored by Friend-

ship Veterinary Hospital (NEW VENUE: The FWB Landing!!)
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Our mission...

... is to strengthen local businesses and enhance
the quality of life in our community by providing
services which help businesses help themselves.

Greater
Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

Platinum Detail & Shine

306 Duval Street, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-428-5013

New DaVinci Xi Robot

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center, 1000 Mar Walt Drive
Fort Walton Beach, 32547, 850-862-1111

Cabana Eyes Optical

4100 S. Ferdon Blvd., Suite B-5, Crestview, 32536
850-758-0474
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The Craft Bar

99 Eglin Pkwy, #39 (Uptown Station)
Fort Walton Beach, 32548, 850-664-2548

Renew Aesthetics

205 Brooks St., SE, Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-503-1060

Maples Market

202 Jonquil Avenue, NW, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-374-3210

Welcome
New Members!
November
Brad and Yunhui Roehrig
The Roehrig Group
325-812-3243
Anne Hinze
Sinfonia Gulf Coast
36468 Emerald Coast Pkwy, Ste. 11102
Destin, 32541
850-460-8800
Sue Botelho
Waterstone Mortgage
123 Staff Dr., NE, Ft Walton Beach, 32548
850-362-6901
Ashley Myers
A&M Vacation Rentals
PO Box 5304, Fort Walton Beach, 32549
404-640-3713
Tim Flaherty
Flaherty Defense Firm
1817 Lewis Turner Blvd., Ste. E
Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-243-6097
Michael Emigh
Career & Technical Education
Okaloosa County School District
120 Lowery Place
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-833-5880
Tilly Souriyaseng
The Beauty Experts
632 Beal Parkway, NW
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-842-9237
Latoya Hart
Smoothie King
330 Mary Esther Blvd.., Ste. C
Mary Esther, 32569
954-682-8032
Jody Maples
Maples Market
202 Jonquil Ave., NW
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-374-3210

Join Today!

Join a collective voice to make a
difference in your community.

NOVEMBER
MEMBERSHIP
renew als
654 Limo, Inc.
A2Z Specialty Advertising, Inc.
Adaptive Ready Rent
Aurum Jewelry Studio, Inc.
Bank of England Mortgage
Breakers of Ft. Walton Beach
Business Relationship Partners
Cameron Denise Simpson, PA
Chez Eland Apartments – Presidium Management
Children in Crisis, Inc.
Clear Channel Airports
Crystal Aldrich-Jenkins
Destin Commons
Down Law Firm
Express 10-minute Oil Change
Gulf Coast Immediate Care Center, Inc.
Health Care Exchange of NW Florida
Holmes Auto Repair
Hope Matters
Hutchison Chiropractic Center
Image Printing & Digital Services, Inc.
Impact Training
Jan Pooley – Tastefully Simple Independent
Consultant

Jason Boole at Northwest Florida Earn, Nose
and Throat
JWC Consulting
Kindred at Home
League of Women Voters of Okaloosa & Walton
Counties
Pinkie Flamingo & Friends, LLC
Playground Shell Service, Inc., dba Playground
Auto Service
Psychiatric Associates, PA
Red Lobster
Shirley Pigott
Southland Pest Service, Inc.
Stokes Architectural Inc.
TempaCure, Inc.
The Beauty Experts
The Implant Truth Survivors Committee
Trinity United Methodist Church
Uniti Fiber
Waterfront Thrift Store

MEMBERS GET IT.
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

Our hosts at Dock on the Island treated us to a wonderful evening
at their recently remodeled and refreshed sound-front venue. If
you haven’t been there since The Island took over this property,
definitely make it a point to go and enjoy the adult beverages,
multiple TVs, beautiful views, delicious food, and more!

Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Join Us In JANUARY! | THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 | 5:30 to 7:30 pm
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Emerald Coast Science Center, 31 Memorial Parkway, SW, in Fort Walton Beach.
This event is sponsored by the Emerald Coast Science Center, and is a showcase of the Chamber’s non-profit members.
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No “Goodbye” – Just “Au Revoir”
When Ted suggested I write an article for my
last issue of Coastlines, of course I panicked
– What can I possibly say? And then I heard
my late mother’s voice whispering, “Just thank
your friends, Dear.” Mom always knew best.
First, a little background:
When my husband Jack and I moved from
California in 2007, it was very much by choice.
We were moving to a place where we could
be happy for the rest of our days. Our plan
was to get connected with the community
well before our actual retirement dates so that
we could spend our “golden years” doing the
things we loved while contributing to our community.
A friend told me about a potential job opening at the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce, and I was immediately intrigued.
We were relatively new here. The job encompassed a lot of the things I had always
done throughout my career – some PR, some
editing, a bit of writing, some website maintenance, a LOT of administrative and computer
work, and LOADS of public contact – and on
top of that, it would put me at the center of
what was happening in the community. And
wonder of wonders, Ted decided to give me a
chance! Who knew that decision would keep
me happily occupied for the next ten+ years??

Ted, thanks for believing in me – and for sticking with me through health challenges and
more, and for being a truly remarkable leader.
You make it fun to come to work every day;
you trust your team and stand by them – those
are rare qualities, indeed. And you keep us
laughing! What could be better?
To all my colleagues - Ted, Rachelle, Seth,
Dayna, Debbie, Chrissy, and our stalwart
volunteer, Pat Payne – I say “Thank You” for
all, the support, the amazingly hard work, the
loyalty, the trust, the hilarity, and the friendship that we’ve shared. We’ve worked as a
(mostly) well-oiled team to achieve a host of
cool things – like the FWB Dog Park, the Bud
and Dorie Day Patriots’ Trail, the relocation of
the Gulfview, the Doollittle Raider Farewell Tribute, and SO many more. It’s the staff’s job to
bring Ted’s and the Board’s visions to life, and
it’s been a blast doing it. Can’t wait to see the
ways Chamber initiatives improve our community in the coming years!

And finally – to Jack and our son Jay – there
aren’t enough thanks in the world for all the
ways you and Abby support me. I’ll be around
the house more now – Jack and I will have to
see how that goes. (Yikes!)
I may be retiring, but I plan to stay involved
with the Chamber and be its biggest cheerleader. You’ll see me out and about – we’ll be
indulging in a little travel, some volunteering
here and there, some classes, and who knows
what else. Please say Hi when our paths cross.
I’m gonna miss those Chamber hugs!
With love to you all,

Coastlines editor, Eppi Azzaretto will be retiring
later this month after 10-1/2 years of working at
the FWB Chamber of Commerce.

To get this “Apprecia-Palooza” started, I’d like
to thank our Chamber members – and other
friends I’ve met along the way. You’ve shown
me what an amazingly warm and generous
community we live in – from the wide array of
fundraisers that populate our calendar to the
more personal acts of love and support we
hear about every day.
We may be a small town, but our Chamber is
one of the largest in the state – and certainly
one of the most effective (not to mention, the
most fun!). The core team is small (but mighty!)
– and it does great things with the help of our
members, our Board, our sponsors, our volunteers, and other partners. Its accomplishments
are the envy of others throughout Florida – and
have been noted nationally as well. You may
think those “regular” events like Bowlegs, FFC,
NBN, and BAH (plus many others) “practically
run themselves” because they’ve run smoothly
for so long – but there is an enormous amount
of behind-the-scenes organizing that goes into
each one.

One of my favorite Chamber memories was all of us visiting with Col. Dick Cole and his daughter Cindy Chal when they were in Fort
Walton Beach last spring. It turned out to be the last time we would see him. It was a true honor to meet him and get to know what a
special person he was.

JANUARY 2020 | www.fwbchamber.com | the GREATER Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce | 15

Welcome! | New Member Reception|November

Each month the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce hosts a special luncheon for our newest members.

Raymond Nelson

Destin Smooth Jazz
850-752-5299
We bring the smooth jazz experience to
the Fort Walton Beach/Destin area featuring new and emerging artists taking the
stage with national jazz artists. We focus
on small venues of 125 to 400 seats with
the opportunity to interact with the musicians. We bring the joy and happiness of
the jazz experience to Fort Walton Beach.

Mitch Kimbro

Lookin’ Good in Stitches
315 E. Hollywood Blvd., Suite 4B
Fort Walton Beach, 32548, 850-864-1288
We offer high quality embroidery for your
business logos. We have fast turn around
and excellent service. We are also known
for charity work in the community. So if
you need company shirts with your business logos and/or name embroidered,
please give us a call. 850-864-1288.

Allison DiSalvio

Andrea Cox & Robert Reagan

Dusty Hall

Kari Painter

Harrison Contracting, Inc.
67 Eglin Street, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-729-1188
Harrison Contracting are local painting
contractors who have been on the Gulf
Coast for over 20 years. Interior and exterior painting and waterproofing. Let us
help you freshen up your buildings!

NAB Life Health
1001 College Blvd. West, Suite B1,
Niceville, 32578, 850-252-4303
Affordable, transparent, understandable
and empowering healthcare.

Brad and Yunhui Roehrig

ERA – The Roehrig Group
850-830-9782
We offer cutting edge real estate advice
focusing on helping customers find that
perfect house and helping investors find
that optimal rental property. The team
of military veterans strive for expedience
and ensuring the customer experiences a
smooth transition into their new property.
All along the way ensuring we are always
available for you and working on behalf
of your best interests.

Gold’s Gym of Fort Walton Beach
140 Eglin Pkwy, SE, Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-863-3222
We are the #1 authority in fitness! If anyone in the Fort Walton Beach community
has ever wanted to get in the best shape
of their life, we will guarantee results every
time!
Platinum Detail & Shine
306 Duval Street, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-428-5013
As a FWB Chamber of Commerce member, we offer a 10% discount on our Platinum Tier Two Detailing Service, Platinum
Ceramic Center’s Liquid Armour Ceramic
Coating Premium and Platinum packages, all DEPTH Professional Detail Product
Purchases in store and Platinum Performance
installations.
Come in to our Platinum Family of Businesses. We Make It Shine!
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Ashley Myers

A&M Vacation Rentals
P. O. Box 5304, Fort Walton Beach, 32549
850-585-8137
A&M is your one-stop solution for managing your vocational rental property. We
understand that vacation property management can be a daunting task and
that your time is precious. That’s why we
provide each owner with a personalized
package tailored to meet their specific
needs. Our signature, personalized service in caring for your property also extends to your guests. Let A&M Vacation
Rentals personal touch take the stress out
of property management. Our business
model seeks to support local communities and businesses by offering personalized service for home owners and real
estate investors looking to maximize their
earnings potential with local high quality
property management services. We offer local tailored service options to all our
guests based on their interests and hobbies. Let us put the personal in your paradise.

calen d ar
of events
Do you know what
you REALLY WANT?
Learn how to set a goal and
achieve it!
Learn how to make a Quantum
Leap into the life you would
love to live and the success in
business you really want.

14

| Tuesday | 11:30 a.m.

Led by Tene’ Kosmyna of
SuccessOcean
Register at FWB Chamber.com

We encourage you to attend any of the Chamber’s
committee meetings as a guest to see whether that
particular group suits your expectations and will help
you promote your business. The regular monthly
meetings are almost always held in the FWB Chamber
Conference Room.
Call the Chamber at 244-8191 to reserve your spot or
to get answers to your questions.

For t Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Website FWBChamber.com

3 | Friday | 7:00 a.m.

Annual Installation and Awards
Breakfast
Sponsored by Tammy's Journeys

14 | Tuesday | 11:30 a.m.

20 | Monday | Chamber CLOSED

Lunch and Learn

Martin Luther King Jr., Day

Getting On Target Achieving Lasting Success
Register at FWB Chamber.com

21 | Tuesday | 8:00 a.m.

15 | Wednesday | | 7:45 a.m.

9 | Thursday | | 11:30 a.m.

RPM Meeting

Ambassadors Meeting

Nothing But Networking

22 | Wednesday | 11:30 a.m.

16 | Thursday | 8:00 a.m. - Noon

at Floyd’s Shrimp House

10 | Friday | 11:45 a.m.

Women Connect Committee

Winter Guest Fest

23 | Thursday | 11:30 a.m.

Sponsored by ResortQuest

New Member Lunch

14 | Tuesday | 8:00 a.m.

Board of Directors

Business After Hours| 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
at the Emerald Coast Science Center

Healthcare Committee

27 | Monday | 11:30 a.m.

17| Friday | 11:30 a.m.

at The Chamber

MAC Meeting

FWB Young Professionals

JANUARY 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Annual Installation
and Awards Breakfast
7:00 am

Happy New Year!
Chamber Closed
Jan 1
						

1

2

6

7

Healthcare Committee
8:00 am
12 		

13

MLK Day

RPM Meeting
8:00 am

Chamber Closed
19		

Vendors – Register NOW with
Rachelle at the Chamber.
244-8191

Lunch-N-Learn
11:30 am

14

8

		

WomenConnect
Committee
11:30 am

9

Winter Guest Fest
8:00 am - Noon

Ambassadors
Meeting
7:45 am

Sponsored by ResortQuest

15

Sponsored by
Tammy's Journeys

3

4

New Member
Lunch 11:45 am

Nothing But
Networking
11:30 am
5 		

SATURDAY

Business After Hours
5:30pm-7:30pm 16

10

11

FWB
Young Professionals
11:30 am
17

18

25

Board of Directors
Meeting 11:30 am

20

21 		

22

23

24

27

28		

29

30

31

MAC Meeting
11:30 am
26		

Unless otherwise noted, ALL meetings will be held at the Fort Walton Beach Chamber Of Commerce.
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Our friends from Fort Walton Beach Medical Center made it extra festive as they sponsored the December First
Friday Coffee. It was exciting to learn about all the recent developments and amazing accolades the hospital has won –
along with the thrilling news that they are about to begin an $80 million expansion of hospital facilities! We are so lucky to
have such amazing medical facilities in Fort Walton Beach; there’s really no need to go anywhere else for quality care!

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE

And thanks to FWBMC for their generous $2,500 donation to One Hopeful Place!

Thank you!

gREATER fORT wALTON bEACH
cHAMBER OF cOMMERCE

Ou FFC Spotlight tables were hosted by: Silver Slipper Casino, Experience Okaloosa, Edward Jones Investments – Mary Tinsley, CareerSource Okaloosa Walton and The Hope Squad

p

FWBMC CEO Mitch Mongell and Chamber CEO Ted
Corcoran sported matching Grinch sweatshirts for the occasion. Look closely, and you’ll see that the Grinch and Ted
share an amazing family resemblance.

p

Though there was plenty of festive headgear at the event, only four people chose to enter the contest. Too much stiff competition, perhaps? In the end it came down to two, Liddi Hampton, one of the Chamber’s UWF interns, and Dakota Schwartz from
Landrum HR. In the end, the judges tapped Liddi as the winner.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
t

Belinda Ramos, Paparazzi;
Brian Mueller, Fort Walton Beach
First United Methodist Church;
Kari Painter, Platinum Detail and
Shine; Tilly Souriyaseng, The Beauty
Experts; Mitch Martineau, ARNP and
Janet Reeves, DNP, White-Wilson
Medical Center.

DECEMBER
Door Prize
DONATiONS

Thank you!
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE

Silver Slipper Casino
thrIVe Wellness
Center for Lifelong Learning
Dermatology Specialist of Florida
Lisa Jo Spencer PA
I'am KLEEN SWEEP of FWB
Cox Media
Warren Averett
Paparazzi Accessories
EurWay Tours
Clean Eatz
White-Wilson Medical Center
Landrum HR
Ace50

p Nathan Monk, Director of One Hopeful Place (at right), was thrilled to announce that the

homeless shelter had received a $500,000 grant from BanCorp South and the Federal Home
Loan Bank of Dallas. Ms. Evelyn Edwards (to Nathan’s right) presented the huge check.

p Jenna Testa of the Choctawhatchee Basin
Alliance presented the “Bring Your Own Reusable Cup” prize to Crystal Weatherly of Emerald
Coast Cleaning Professionals. (Bring a reusable
coffee mug to FFC and you’ll be entered into
the contest for a great prize.)

United for a Good Cause
Eglin Federal Credit Union
Sinfonia Gulf Coast
Edward Jones - Mary Tinsley
Hutchison Chiropractic Center
SERVPRO of Fort Walton & Dock on
the Island
Painting With A Twist
America Victoria Cleaning Service
Platinum Detail & Shine
First United Methodist Church

p Eglin Federal Credit Union presented a $50,000 check in support of The Hope Squad teen
suicide prevention program.

p Dr. Scott Smith of Fort Walton Beach
Chiropractic presented the last “Fast Cash at
Breakfast” to Bernard Johnson of Gulf Power
– who is also on the Board of Directors for Fort
Walton Beach Medical Center. Thanks to Dr.
Scott for sponsoring that program for the last
several years!

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE
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Thank You To Our 2020 Annual Chamber Sponsors!

