A Message From The Chair Of The Board
Da Leadership
Flavor of the Month
Humanizing people in 2020 is more critical than ever. Let's
face it with everything going digital we tend to forget that
the person on the other end of that social media post or
email is a human being.

Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

ON THE COVER: Advertise, Market, and Promote
your business. Gain valuable exposure. Be seen.
Get noticed. See page 7 for more information.

August HIGHLIGHTS

Vince Mayfield
Chair of the Board
CEO, Bit-Wizards

At Bit-Wizards, we work hard to humanize our Wizards. Each
year I spend a lot of my marketing dollars to humanize our
wizards to our customers. One of the ways we do this is to
provide both a professional and a fun picture of our team
members. Additionally, we shoot a video of them answering a series of questions about themselves. We do all this to
help us humanize our wizards to our customers. Even I, CEO
of Bit-Wizards, have a set of photos and a video:

Find all Chamber updates for events at:
FWBChamber.org

First Friday Coffee – via ZOOM
Sponsored by Eglin Federal Credit Union
August 7
7:30AM-9:00AM

Nothing But Networking –
Sponsored by Parson’s Son BBQ
August 13
11:30AM-1:00PM

Business After Hours –

Sponsored by Northwest Florida Fairgrounds
August 20
5:30PM-7:30PM

Chamber Staff
TED CORCORAN, IOM
SETH LUTTRELL
LIN MOORMANN
RACHELLE GRAVES, IOM
DAYNA STINEBISER
CHRISSY FLANIGAN
DEBBIE DODGE
PATRICIA PAYNE

President/CEO
Director of Operations
Director of Communications
Director of Special Events
Information Specialist
Director of Accounting
Membership Specialist
Invaluable Volunteer

COASTLINES is designed by MAG Aerospace Multimedia & Marketing
Services and is a monthly publication of the Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber of Commerce located at 34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy.,
Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548. Ph 850.244.8191 Fax 850.244.1935.
Submit information to Lin Moormann at lin@fwbchamber.org

Recently I had to reshoot my video and chose from a list of questions that I wanted to
answer. One question I decided to answer was: What color crayon are you? My answer
was: "I can't be just one crayon, I gotta be a box of crayons. I gotta be the crayon
I need to be, at the time I need to be it. I guess I am a chameleon crayon; I don't know."
Answering that question got me thinking about leadership. Today we throw around the
word leadership. One of my professors during my MBA at Notre Dame was Chris Stevens.
Professor Stevens is the co-founder of Keurig Premium Coffee Systems and created the
Keurig sales force and scaled it nationwide. One of the things Chris stressed when I was
in his Change Management course was to be leery of the latest business or leadership "book de jour." He said that there are all kinds of people creating new Leadership,
Management, Business, or Entrepreneur books and articles. Many of these books are
well-meaning and sell books but have very little practical or widespread application in
the real world.
In leadership, this is sometimes called "Pop Leadership." The cycle is predictable: A pop
leadership book or article comes out, sounding wise and most profound. It gains popularity because, on the surface, it seems great. As the hype continues, people buy lots
of books or share the article. Once reviewed critically, often and what was once profound, is often one level deep, trivial, and wrong. The moral of the story view these
types of books with a jaundiced eye.
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- CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 -

2020 CHAMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM
OFFICERS
VINCE MAYFIELD | Bit-Wizards
Chair of the Board

HEATHER RUIZ | Destin Commons
2021 Chair-Elect

MATT TURPIN | Bank of England Mortgage
Immediate Past Chair

STEPHEN PERKINS | Warren Averett
Treasurer

A Message From The FWBC President
How the Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce
will help you live to 100!
				The June 21, 2020 Parade magazine featured a story titled

				
“Secrets to Living to 100” by Paula Spencer Scott. For those
				
who missed it, I will share the Secrets AND how OUR Chamber
				
can assist you in achieving this goal of living to 100. Each of
				
the secrets come directly from the story—the explanation is
				my take on them.
				11

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
BARBARA BRITT
Barbara J. Britt, LLC
GUS GUSOFF
Emerald Coast Harley-Davidson
PAUL STINEBISER
Edward Jones Investments
DONNA TASHIK
Fresh Start For Children & Families
BILL ROBERTS
Barnes Insurance & Financial Services

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TERM 2020-2022
MELISSA ALLEGRETTO
MAUREEN BIERMAN
NIC DEZINSKI
ROBIN DONLON
LINO MALDONADO
BROOKE MCLEAN
SHERVIN RASSA

TERM 2018-2020
STEVE BAXTER
KIM DENMAN
MARK HAMRICK
VINCE MAYFIELD
HEATHER RUIZ
VICKI TARRO
DONNA TASHIK

TERM 2019-2021
BARBARA BRITT
LISA CURRY
DIANE FRASER
GUS GUSOFF
GORDON KING
DAVID PRESNELL
PAUL STINEBISER

LIFE DIRECTORS
C. LEDON ANCHORS
KATHY HOUCHINS
BRUCE MARSHALL
JEANNE RIEF
JOYCE SANDERS
LISA JO SPENCER

Ted Corcoran, IOM
			
President/CEO
				

Ways to Live Longer & Healthier Starting Today

1. Eat Less: We have over 50 Chamber restaurants, chefs,
caterers, many of which will help you cut calories and eat
healthier. But if you’re not that health-conscious, and you are good with 90 we have
many networking events each month with good delicious food
2. Go Ahead with a Drink or Two a Day: ‘Social Engagement while drinking may be why
long lifers tend to have one to two drinks per day” We can help you with that, at least
once a month, if you attend Business After Hours.
3. Keep the Faith: People practicing a religion live longer. Find your preferred house of
worship in our business directory.
4. Cultivate Close Friendships: One aspect of chamber membership I can guarantee is if
you elect to attend any of our events—you can make lifelong friends—again,
GUARANTEED!
5. Avoid Loneliness: Expand your social circle! Attend Chamber events to meet people or
volunteer at OUR Chamber or with any of our member nonprofits.
6. Get Social Time: “The more time spend in social activities, the lower the mortality risk.”
There is no other organization in the world that can assist you in getting more social time,
than the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce!!
7. Be of Good Cheer: Are you starting to see a pattern here?
Our mission is "Making Business Fun. Enough said.
8. Stimulate Your Brain: We have a session of learning weekly.
9. Exercise 45 minutes a day: Business Directory has lots of options—start today
10. Have a Purpose: “If you are engaged with the world, there’s a psychosomatic effect—
your body rises to it.” Whatever is going in our community, we are involved. What do you
want to get involved with?? We can make it happen!
11. Eat a Mostly Plant-Based Diet: I say don’t miss out on the Golden Corral Sausage Gravy
and Biscuits served at our monthly FFC breakfast—just have a salad for the lunch that day
at a Chamber member restaurant.
I suggest that you go to: Parade.com/life for the Living to 100 Life Expectancy Calculator.
It only takes about 10 minutes to complete.
The Calculator says I am living to 99—but I have been preaching that it will be 100—so I
gotta work on a few things!!
Thanks to Parade and Paula Spencer Scott for the Secrets to Living to 100 article!!

Ted Corcoran, President/CEO
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CONTINUED from page 2: Da Leadership Flavor of the Month | A Message From The Chair Of The Board
If you ever get a chance, watch the movie 12
O'Clock High with famed actor Greogry Peck.
In the film, Gregory Peck plays Brigadier General Frank Savage. Savage takes over a failing
B-17 Bomber Wing during World War II in bad
need of new leadership. The movie unfolds an
excellent example of the practical application
of situational leadership in the organization.
More recently, there is a model called transformational leadership and several variants. If you
study leadership, you know that some of the
tried and true models are often cyclical and
resurface with a new name and maybe some
new application. If you sift through leadership
theory, a good leadership model focuses on
"how." "How" is about action and execution. If
you have read any of my other writings or listen
to me talk, you hear me say that in business,
you have to have a bias towards execution.

One proven leadership model that I learned in
the Air Force Senior ROTC Program at Troy State
when working on my Bachelors degree was
"Situational Leadership." There is also a similar
leadership model called "adaptive leadership."

Situational Leadership, The main principle situational leadership model is that there is no
single "best" style of leadership. You become
the leader you need to be in the task or situation you find your self in to achieve the desired
results. If you are in a crisis, you may need to
take charge and be authoritarian. However, in
an emergency, in a room of CEOs, you might
need a different leadership style.
My crayon color answer is indicative of my
leadership model and style. I need to be a box
of crayons and be the crayon color I need to
be when I need to be it.

So, you are probably asking yourself:

"Vince! Why all the talk
about leadership in this
month's Coastlines
article?"
Well, I am glad you asked!
The Chamber is looking for applicants for
the next years' Chair, Board of Directors, and
Committee Chairs. I want to encourage all of
you to consider applying to help shape The
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce and our Community. In doing so, you
can come out and utilize your leadership skills
and practice your leadership model in service
to our community. The Chamber needs you to
help lead and shape our organization and our
community.
If you are interested, the time is now! Act and
Execute! If you want to know first hand what it
is all about; seek out one of our life directors,
board members, or committee chairs and talk
to them. Next, fill out a nomination form for the
Board of Directors or volunteer to be a Committee Chair for a committee you have been
an active member.
For the Board of Directors
nomination form, go to:

fwbchamber.org/board-nominations
Vince Mayfield, Chair of the Board

Vince & Ted’s Excellent Luncheon
If you missed it in the weekly e-newsletter, read on about
this very unique opportunity to not only break bread with
the President/CEO of the Chamber, Ted Corcoran AND
the Chairman of the Chamber Board of Directors, Vince
Mayfield, but you also get to offer feedback on how we
are doing as well as offer ideas on how we can make our
organization and community stronger.
Six Chamber members will be chosen at random from the
list of interested folks.
Simply email Lin@FWBChamber.org and say

“Put me on the List!”
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Big Brothers Big Sisters
2020 Michael Robidoux
Hero Award
This past June, Big Brothers Big Sisters recognized Big Brother Marcus Dillard
from Okaloosa County, with the 2020 Michael Robidoux Hero Award. Due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and respect to social distancing, this presentation
took place virtually over Zoom with his family, colleagues, and the BBBSNWFL
staff. Every Big is extremely important to the organization, but Marcus has
shown a remarkable level of dedication not only to his Little but also to others.
Big Brothers Big Sisters wanted to honor the legacy of Michael Robidoux by
establishing the Michael Robidoux Hero Award. Michael Robidoux was a Big
who was matched with his Little Brother Deontrez for over three years. On
Sunday, March 25, 2018, Michael passed away after trying to save two young
children from the surf at Navarre Beach.
As of last year, Big Brothers Big Sisters decided that each year they would
award a Big who exemplifies the passion for serving others as Michael did.
"I am truly blown away. I thank Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Florida
for giving me the opportunity to make this impact on the community." Said
Marcus Dillard. "My goal is to reach as many kids as I can and change their
lives. I want to show others the better things in life and be a good role model
for children growing up."
Marcus Dillard has been matched with his Little Brother for over a year now
and they haven't skipped a beat. Marcus is a 21-year-old, firefighter serving
in the United States Air Force. Marcus works 48 hours on and 48 hours off, and
every other week he has three days off. Two days before Marcus was getting
deployed to Africa, he orchestrated a Christmas gift fundraiser for the Littles
in Okaloosa County. Marcus raised $1,300 to purchase toys not only for the
children of BBBSNWFL but for their siblings as well.

Marcus has also received many awards in the Air Force Top III and was recognized by the squadron wing and group commander. Marcus also achieved
a BTZ (Airman Below the Zone) promotion appointed by the squadron commander and was promoted 6 months early. He was also named Firefighter of
the Quarter. Marcus is constantly putting others' needs in front of his own and
impacting the lives of others.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Florida has been the area’s leader in oneto-one mentoring for 30 years by serving children ages 5-18. Our mission is to
create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the power
and promise of youth. Last year, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Florida
served 646 children in Northwest Florida. To learn more about Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Northwest Florida, please visit bbbsnwfl.org or call 850.433.5437.

Patrick Maddox given
Above and Beyond Award
Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

At the July First Friday Coffee, Vince Mayfield, Chairman of the Board
for the Fort Walton Chamber of Commerce awarded, on behalf of
the Chamber, Patrick Maddox, Okaloosa County Director of Public
Safety, with the Above and Beyond Award for all of his hard work
and diligence keeping the residents of Okaloosa County informed on
important safety issues relating to the COVID-19 Pandemic and other
safety concerns.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

FORT WALTON BEACH MEDICAL CENTER AND TWIN CITIES HOSPITAL OFFERS
INSURANCE HOTLINE FOR RESIDENTS UNEMPLOYED DUE TO PANDEMIC
As Florida continues to experience a high unemployment rate amid the coronavirus pandemic,
the loss of health insurance coverage is also a
major concern of those who are unemployed.
As a member of the HCA Healthcare family, Fort
Walton Beach Medical Center (FWBMC) and Twin
Cities Hospital (TCH) offers a free insurance hotline
available to assist individuals and families who
have lost health insurance coverage find temporary coverage while they are unemployed.
The Health Coverage Hotline is available to
anyone needing assistance and is live Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m. at (833) 867-8771.
“An important part of our mission is to be there
in times of need and to ensure lack of insurance
coverage and fears about the COVID-19 virus do

not preclude people from receiving the health
care they need,” said Mitch Mongell, CEO of FWB
Medical Center. “Anyone who needs help navigating health coverage while unemployed or
furloughed can call our Health Coverage Hotline.
Our experts can help guide them through the
complicated insurance landscape to find the best
option for them and their specific health needs.”
Hotline advisors can discuss eligibility and advocacy services appropriate for a variety of scenarios, such as:
•

•

Continuing an employer's existing plan for
those who have recently lost a job (COBRA
and other options)
Applying for coverage via a spouse's benefit
program

SimpleHR
Congratulates
Erin Harrold
SimpleHR is proud to announce, Erin
Harrold, Benefit Manager, is now a
SHRM (Society for Human Resources
Mgmt.) Senior Certified Professional.
This is a big accomplishment in the
human resources profession. Professionals with this certification develop
strategies, lead the HR function, foster
influence in the community, analyze
performance metrics, and align HR
strategies to organizational goals.
Congratulations Erin!

•

Resources that may help offset the costs of
health insurance

•

Medicaid for those that meet certain criteria

•

State and federal health insurance exchanges
(such as the Affordable Care Act), and how to
enroll due to a life changing event like job loss

These services are offered at no cost. Fort Walton
Beach Medical Center and Twin Cities Hospital
is not representing any other company or selling
insurance plans.

Congratulations
Ryan Price!
Heather Ruiz, Senior Director of Marketing and Leasing for Destin Commons and FWB Chamber 2021-Chair
Elect was on hand to congratulate
Fort Walton Beach Chamber Ambassador Ryan Price, Air Force Enlisted
Village Community Relations Director, for being named Crestview Area
Chamber of Commerce 2020-2021
Chairman of the Board.

Calling all Artists!
Okaloosa Public Arts invites all artists to submit
up to three works of art depicting your choice
of subject matter to be professionally judged
and exhibited on all three floors of the Okaloosa
County Administration Building in Shalimar from
September 9, 2020 through September 2021.

Prizes:
• Best in Show $1,000
• First $800
• Second $500
• Third $300
• Honorable Mentions $50

Prizes will be awarded at an opening reception in
the Administration Building first floor lobby at 1250
Eglin Parkway in Shalimar on September 17.

Deadline for Entry: August 16, 2020

For more information and to
enter online, go to:

Cost: $35.00 for up to 3 works of art.

okaloosapublicarts.org
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Thank you Northwest Florida State College for sponsoring July’s First
Friday Coffee. We had a live studio audience enjoying Golden
Corral breakfast, and another episode of Mr. Ted’s Neighborhood
focusing on P Words. We guarantee our chamber is the ONLY
chamber that offers puppets and upon request the chicken dance
to make our members smile. By the way- no more dance requests
are being accepted. For more photos and the video, be sure to
check out the Chamber’s Facebook page.

Northwest Florida State College gave us words of wisdom.

Mel pondered with puppets while pontificating with the letter P.

Letter Of
The Day: P

First Friday Coffee - July Award Winners

By special request, the Chamber staff performed the Chicken Dance.

Door Prize Sponsors			Door Prize						Recipient
Cristie Kedroski, Senior VP
Northwest Florida State College Raider Basket		
Jan Pooley, Tastefully Simple Independent Consultant
Northwest Florida State College		

Debby Mason				One Night Stay 						Marcia Wright-Reynolds, Gulf Reflections Studio
Fairfield Inn & Suites Crestview
Tammy McDaniel			
Tammy’s Journeys

Travel Themed Gift Basket				

Johnny C, ACE 50 Media

Brendon Grimes				
TSC Productions 			

Air Guard sanitization for up to 500 sq ft, includes 		
before and after swabbing

Ivana Coteat, Holiday Inn Resort- Fort Walton Beach

Marcia Bunge				
Silver Slipper Casino		

One night stay, with breakfast for 2			

Heather Seely-Perez, TownePlace Suites by Marriott – FWB

Jamie Searle				Gift card to Panera					Kim Luckie - ERA American Sales & Rentals
BancorpSouth
Lisa Jo Spencer				
Lisa Jo Spencer, PA		

Wine & Specialty Snack Gift Basket			
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Patrick Berry - Gulfarium Marine Adventure Park

Nothing But

NETWORKING
Thank you to Props Craft Brewery for hosting July’s Nothing But Networking. Great food
and conversation were had by all!
Congratulations to Marcia WrightReynolds with Gulf Reflections Studio, Inc. for winning the
Bit-Wizards Door Prize.

Nothing But

NETWORKING

Catch the next Nothing But Networking August 13th, sponsored by Parson's Son BBQ.
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Thank you to the HSU Foundation for not only sponsoring June’s
Business After Hours on June 25th, but for also inviting the
Chamber community to the official opening of the
HSU Innovation Institute and for sharing the STEM
Teacher Awards and check presentations.
It was a special night for many!

Photo by Daniel Simmons Photography

Join Us In August! | THURSDAY, August 20 | 5:30 to 7:30 PM
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Sponsored by Northwest Florida Fairgrounds
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JUNE
ZORAN SUBOTICH
ZORAN ENTERTAINMENT
FORT WALTON BEACH
850.217.5710
ZORANENTERTAINMENT.NET
DR. TIMOTHY MONROE
COASTAL NEUROSURGERY AND SPINE
155 CRYSTAL BEACH DR., STE 200
DESTIN
850.460.2350
COASTALNEUROANDSPINE.COM

MEMBERS

get

noticed!

Welcome New Members!
ROSS BUHRDORF
ZENBUSINESS
844.493.6249
ZENBUSINESS.COM/FORMLLC/FLORIDA/

JOHN WILSON
WILSON AUTOSPORTS, LLC
2 RACETRACK RD., NE
FORT WALTON BEACH
850.830.4154
WILSONAUTOSPORTS.COM

JASON BEEKMAN
ABSOLUTE STORAGE OF MARY ESTHER
300 MARY ESTHER BLVD, SUITE 108
MARY ESTHER
850.374.3103
ABSOLUTESTORAGEOFMARYESTHER.COM

RONALD HALE
OMNI MEDIA LLC
1320 MIRACLE STRIP PKWY
FORT WALTON BEACH
850.502.8880
WEARESPORTSRADIO.COM

Join
Today!

ERIN BAKKER
SPECIALTY ROOFERS INC.
94 READY AVE NW, UNIT A1
FORT WALTON BEACH
850.974.ROOF
SPECIALTYROOFERS.COM

JUNE MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

We're a collective voice making a difference in our community.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

90Works
Anglers Beachside Grill
ARIUM Emerald Isle
Auer Marine
BBVA
Better Business Bureau of Northwest
Florida
Clean Eatz
Coastal Realty Services
Computer Help
Covenant Care
Credit Business Services Inc
Destin United Methodist Church
Emerald Coast Bar & Grill
Emerald Coast Crime Stoppers
Emerald Coast Martial Arts
Fairfield Inn & Suites, Fort Walton BeachWest Destin
Fairfield Inn & Suites - Crestview
Florida Powerboat Club
FNBT BANK
Food For Thought Outreach
Gulf Coast Electric
HarborWalk Village
Harry Gates Enterprises Inc

• Healthy Start Coalition of OkaloosaWalton Counties
• Holiday Inn Resort Fort Walton Beach
• Johns Hopkins University
• Junior League of the Emerald Coast
• Kitchen Solvers of Emerald Coast
• McLaughlin Mortuary
• Mel Parker Realty Inc
• Mental Health Association of Okaloosa &
Walton Counties, Inc
• Michael R Cheney Insurance / Allstate
Insurance Company
• Miracle Ear
• Mr. Rooter Plumbing of NWF
• Northwest Florida Blue Star Mothers
• Office Pride Commercial Cleaning
Services
• Orthopaedic Associates
• Palm Eye Care
• Panhandle Animal Welfare Society
• Pensacola Parade People
• Pinkie Flamingo & Friends, LLC
• Professional IT & Security Users Group
• Property Pros
• Qwik Pack & Ship

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Randy Wise Homes Inc
RE/MAX Coastal Properties - Karen Butler
Realty House Commercial Properties
Rob Brooks Realty
Saint George Medical Center
Saltmarsh Cleaveland & Gund CPA
Shalimar Elementary School
Shelter House
Small Business Development Center University of West Florida
Special Olympics Florida - Okaloosa
County
State Farm - Brandon Lewis
The Bavarian's Wirtshaus
The Flooring Authority
TownePlace Suites by Marriott, Ft. Walton
Beach
TripShock Destin Attractions
TSC Productions
Twin Cities Hospital
Wendy's
WKRG News 5 & The Gulf Coast CW
Youth Village
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August 2020

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
7 | Friday

11 | Tuesday

First Friday Coffee
Sponsored by EFCU
7:30AM

17 |Monday

18 | Tuesday

11:30AM

8:00AM

FWBChamber.com

Military Affairs Committee

21 | Friday

Business Success Group

13 |

Thursday

Healthcare Committee
Meeting

Nothing But Networking

8:00AM

Sponsored by Parson's
Son BBQ
11:30AM

19 | Wednesday

20 | Thursday

7:45AM

Sponsored by the Northwest
Florida Fairgrounds
5:30PM

Ambassador Committee
Meeting

Business After Hours

26 | Wednesday

FWB Young Professionals		 WomenConnect
11:30AM
Committee Meeting
11:30AM

Upcoming Events:

The dates and locations above are subject to
change or to be decided. Please be sure to
check the Chamber Website under Calendar of
Events and the weekly Chamber email for up to
date information.

Dog Daze
Saturday, September 19th
Sponsored by
Friendship Veterinary Hospital

Military Family Appreciation Day
Saturday, October 3rd
Presented by
Step One Automotive Group

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
BOARD MEMBERS

Lisa Jo Spencer, Lisa Jo Spencer, PA

Life Director – FWBCC Board (Chair 2011)
Community Solutions of the Emerald Coast
(One Hopeful Place) – founding member/Vice Treasurer
Impact 100 NWF – Member (Past President – 2018)
Emerald Coast Estate Planning Council –
Membership Chair
Okaloosa Bar Association Member
Walton County Bar Association Member
Okaloosa Florida Association of Women Lawyers
Member
Florida Association of Women Lawyers Member
Florida Bar Association
Okaloosa County Women’s Hall of Fame (2015)
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Nic Dezinski, MAG Aerospace
FWB Chamber Board
FWB Chamber Ambassador Committee chairman
EDC Member two times over having memberships
for MAG and Creatief Marketing Group
EDC TeCMEN committee – active member and

participate in various subcommittees
Northwest Florida Manufacturer’s Council
(NWFMC) Marketing committee member
Hsu Educational Foundation and INNOV8+
volunteer and supporter

OUR MISSION
To strengthen local
businesses and enhance
the quality of life in our
community.

TJ’s Chillin’ Treats
144 Mary Esther Blvd, Suite 12
Mary Esther, FL 32569
tjschillintreats.com
(850) 374-3628

HSU Innovation Institute
709 Anchors St. NW
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548
hsu-foundation.org
(850) 226-2776

NF-11088442

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE
GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Sponsored by
Eglin Federal
Credit Union

August 7
7:30AM-9:00AM

Chamber Board of Directors Nominations
Interested in playing a bigger role at the Chamber? Here is your chance!
You are invited to nominate yourself or another Chamber member for a
three-year term on our Board of Directors. Any Chamber member in good
standing is eligible to nominate themselves or another Chamber member to
serve on the Board.
If you have any questions about the process or the qualifications, contact
Seth Luttrell at the FWB Chamber at seth@fwbchamber.org.
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Debbie Dodge

Membership Specialist,
Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce
Mary Kay Independent
Sales Director
Debbie @FWBChamber.org

			

				FWB YP
Committee
				Update
Briefs

Making
Connections 101

Building connections with others is not only critical for business success, but also for longevity. Studies show that when we have strong
connections, our lives are more fulfilled, we’re happier and healthier, and we may be blessed with more years on this earth. Meeting
new people and building connections is easier than you think and so
much fun! Here are some helpful tips:
•

The Young Professionals Committee had a
great networking mixer at the end of
June. Thank you to the Fort Walton Beach
Craft Bar for hosting our party! In July we
heard from another great YP, Jared
Jamil "J" Harris
Williams of Get The Coast. We have more
Cornerstone Financial
exciting meetings coming up. Go the FWB FWB Young Professionals
Chamber website, our email blasts or check Committee Chair
our FWB Young Professionals Facebook page
for future events!

Are you a part of the
solution?

Remember birthdays and things that are going on in other people’s lives. When you make people feel important, they will always remember you with a smile!

•

Listen carefully to what others tell you. Do they have a concern,
frustration or need? Who do you know who could help? Introduce them.

•

Talk to strangers. Get good at striking up a conversation with anyone. They may be someone or know someone who will be of
value to you. Be interested, ask questions, listen and learn...you
never know who you could help.

•

Be sure to follow-through with a thank you and the information
you promised.

•

Remember the importance of first impressions. Be 5 minutes early
to a call or meeting, use proper grammar and dress the part.

•

Never underestimate the power of someone’s contact list. When
we’re kind, friendly and helpful to our connections, they will introduce you to their friends who could change your business and
your life!

•

Never burn bridges. No matter how angry someone makes you,
be sure to leave on a positive note because you never know!

•

Trust that you are surrounded by a wealth of connections just
waiting to meet and help you!

Enjoy the process and get ready to meet the most amazing people
ever!
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Nic Dezinski
MAG Aerospace
Ambassador
Committee Chair

Do you have questions on how to make the
most of your chamber membership? Reach
out to an Ambassador for help. If you want
to be part of the solution, join us at our next
meeting (every 3rd Wednesday at 7:45
a.m.), check the chamber website for details. Thank you, Okaloosa County Commissioner Nathan Boyles, for providing a county
update at our July meeting.

Stop, Go, Slow, ???
I am not sure where our economy will be
when this article is published in August.
I can only hope that we are not back to
Stop. What I can say is that YOU play a
critical role. Whether you social distance, wear a mask or self isolate when
feeling sick, all play a critical role in
how we will weather this storm. A good
example is the challenge Eglin AFB is
facing with the increased numbers that
our community is seeing. Short of confining everyone to base, there is no way
to stop Airmen from catching the virus
while interacting within our community.
It is up to us to make sure that those Airmen can safely interact with our community and it is as easy as practicing
social distancing, wearing a mask and
staying home when not feeling well.
It starts with YOU!

Lynn
Dominique

Escape Zone 60, Inc.
Military Affairs
Committee Chair

Economic Development Council of Okaloosa County Unveils
Startup Okaloosa Virtual Incubator to Assist Local Entrepreneurs
The Economic Development Council of Okaloosa
County (“EDC”) announced today that it has
created a new, on-line resource tailored to assist
aspiring entrepreneurs, startups and small business
owners. Dubbed Startup Okaloosa, the virtual
incubator can now be found at:
startupokaloosa.com.
Structured as an information portal, the site links to
traditional and non-traditional funding partners,
key advisory organizations, real estate options
(including local co-working spaces) and educational resources. The site also includes curated
news articles featuring timely information deemed
relevant to entrepreneurs and small business owners, as well as announcements of local networking
and educational events.
“With 66% of our businesses having between one
and four employees, entrepreneurs and small business owners are truly the backbone of our local
economy. We felt it important – especially in light
of the economic downturn we’ve experienced as
a result of COVID-19 – to develop a resource to aid
individuals who are either beginning, or restarting,
their entrepreneurial journey,” said Nathan Sparks,
EDC Executive Director.

As Startup Okaloosa evolves over time, targeted
video content including interviews with local entrepreneurs will be added, along with other features
designed to be of benefit to the intended audience. Community partners and organizations who
interface with existing and aspiring entrepreneurs
are encouraged to share the resource freely with
their respective networks.

florida-edc.org

“We intend for Startup Okaloosa to be a community resource, not just another EDC program. To
that end, the site will feature relevant content from
our partners.” said Katie Sharon, EDC FY 2020 Chair.
About the EDC
Founded in 1989, the Economic Development
Council of Okaloosa County (EDC) is a 501(c)6
non-profit, public-private partnership serving
Okaloosa County, Florida and its nine municipalities (Cinco Bayou, Crestview, Destin, Fort Walton
Beach, Laurel Hill, Mary Esther, Niceville, Shalimar
and Valparaiso). As the community’s lead economic development organization, the EDC is
committed to fostering economic diversification
through comprehensive strategies and initiatives.

Nathan Sparks

EDC Executive Director

startupokaloosa.com
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Venture Out / Adventure Anywhere
This summer, Destin-Fort Walton Beach is launching Venture Out – a new
travel product that introduces individual family adventures offered exclusively
through select lodging partners.
Each pack pairs a unique water adventure with great local food offering a
personalized family experience. With the help of an Adventure Guide - a local, hospitality expert - guests can review several mom-approved packs via
DestinFWB.com to select an adventure that suits their family's interests and
ages.
The Venture Out Packs offer a variety of options, including breakfast with
dolphins, boat rentals, up-close animal encounters, and sandcastle lessons all
paired with menu offerings from some the area's restaurants, bringing
Gulf-to-Table dining right to the visitor.
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With school out and summer camps temporarily on hold, Destin-Fort Walton
Beach, launched Adventure Anywhere as a virtual resource for parents,
teachers and kids in the wake of COVID-19. The platform continues to serve
as an online bank of daily activities tied to water adventures, with virtual
lessons that bring the spirit of Destin-Fort Walton Beach to life through local
experts.

DestinFWB.com

Okaloosa
County
News
Okaloosa County is working
hard to Stop the Spread of
COVID-19 by utilizing testing,
distributing masks, and providing resources and guidance
from public health professionals such as Centers for Disease
Control and Florida Department
of Health.

Information can be found at: MyOkaloosa.com/bcc/covid-19.
It is your 1-stop for reliable, up- to-date information.
Mobile Testing – The county works with the Florida Department of Health in Okaloosa County,
in support of Mobile Testing Sites. Okaloosa County BCC Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
teams manage the sites with the Florida Department of Health – Okaloosa. The Department
of Health processes the tests and provides results.
More info can be found at HealthyOkaloosa.com and
MyOkaloosa.com/bcc/covid-19

And the staff tends to go above and beyond : Chief Aaron Murray – Changing a tire for a patient
visiting the Okaloosa County EMS and State Health Department drive-through testing site at Northwest Florida State College in Fort Walton Beach.
Libraries in the Okaloosa County are partnering with the Department of Health to distribute free face coverings to the public. Cloth
masks are available while supplies last at all 6 member-locations in the Okaloosa Cooperative: Crestview, Destin, Fort Walton Beach,
Mary Esther, Niceville and Valparaiso. Masks may be requested through curbside delivery at locations where that is offered.
Library locations and current operating schedules are published at ReadOkaloosa.org

COVID Information overload?
There is so much out there that it
can be hard to discern fact from
opinion.
Links to trusted sources can be
found at:
MyOkaloosa.com/bcc/covid-19
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A Word from the Mayor
It is hard to believe that summer is almost over, and a new school year is upon us. I would like to recognize our amazing educators and school
district staff who have shown incredible resolve these last few months to educate our children while searching for solutions to move our education options forward. With grandchildren in our school system, I am acutely aware of the struggles students have faced and overcome. I am also
aware of the determination and resolve our education leaders have demonstrated to bring the classroom to every student in Okaloosa County.
There is no doubt this was a daunting task, and from what I have witnessed it has been successful. This makes me proud and hopeful. While the
new school year will come with new challenges and more changes, I know that our children will continue to receive a first-class education. To
every Okaloosa County School District employee, keep up the good work! Your efforts are noticed and greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Dick Rynearson
Mayor, Fort Walton Beach

½ Cent Sales Tax in Action!

City Budgeting

Doing Business Online

Upcoming Meetings

The Fort Walton Beach Fire Department welcomed a new fire engine to its ranks
on Saturday, July 11, 2020. The new engine, a 2020 Pierce Saber, represents a
$530,000 investment the City has made in public safety using half-cent sales tax
funds. It can pump 1,500 gallons of water per minute and carries a full complement of firefighting, rescue, and emergency medical tools and equipment. It will
be fully staffed with four Firefighter-EMTs and Paramedics each shift and licensed
to provide Advanced Life Support medical care. Staffing was made possible by
the City’s Fire Services Assessment implemented on January 1, 2020. The additional personnel and the capabilities of the new fire engine will create better coverage and faster multi-unit response times throughout the City and the surrounding
areas. Enhancing public safety is an adopted strategic goal of the Fort Walton
Beach City Council.

The City's eTRAKiT portal is a useful tool for anyone wanting to view a permit/
project status, view business tax receipts, schedule inspections, pay fees and
report code enforcement issues. This program allows you to do all of these
things and more without leaving your home. Check it out fwb.org/etrakit.

The City’s annual budget process is in motion. A budget policy meeting took
place on June 22 where City Council gave direction to staff on how to begin preparing the FY 2020-21 budget which will take effect October 1, 2020. City Council
will hold a workshop on August 4 at 5 p.m. at City Hall to discuss the budget in
detail and provide additional direction to staff. The public is welcome to join the
conversation and be a part of this annual planning session. Budget hearings will
follow on September 9 and September 23. Now is the time to share your thoughts
with the City Council. We hope to see you there. The meetings will be broadcast
live at fwb.org/live. Agendas and meeting information will be posted at
fwb.org/agenda. Learn more about the City’s budget and view the current
budget at fwb.org/budget.

Location: City Hall. (Dates and times subject to change.
See fwb.org/agenda for details)
•

August 4: City Council Budget Workshop at 5 p.m.

•

August 11: City Council Meeting at 6 p.m.

•

August 25: City Council Meeting at 6 p.m.

•

September 9: CRA Meeting at 4:30 p.m. (Budget)

•

September 9: City Council Special Meeting at 5:30 p.m.
(Budget Hearing #1)

•

September 15: City Council Meeting at 6 p.m.

•

September 23: City Council Special Meeting at 5:30 p.m.
(Budget Hearing #2)
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Thank You To Our 2020 Annual Chamber Sponsors!

