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April 4, 2020

Appreciation Day
Sponsored by
Step One
Automotive Group

11 AM - 5 PM
The Fort Walton Beach Landing 139 Brooks St. SE, Fort Walton Beach
Blinded by Science
at the ECSC for
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

Bravery and Outstanding
Performance Recognized pages 8 & 18
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A Message From The Chair Of The Board
The Chamber –
Thriving 2020 and Beyond
Civic groups, like The Chamber, make communities stronger
and vibrant. They do this while creating a sense of pride that
binds people together into something greater than themselves. Membership in civic organizations, service clubs, and
other community groups has declined by over 52% in the last
two decades. In 2019, there is Good News! According to the
2019 Membership Marketing Benchmarking Report, conducted
by Marketing General, the decline in membership for civic
organizations has slowed to 26%. At the same time, 29% have
held membership levels!

Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

ON THE COVER: We love our Military and their families! April 4th is
a special day planned just for them. See page 15 for more information and volunteer opportunities.

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS
See a complete March events calendar on page 17.
Find all Chamber events at www.FWBChamber.com

MAR 3 | Tuesday | 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Lunch & Learn: Free Tax Programs
At the Chamber, 34 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE

MAR 4 | Wednesday | 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Lunch & Learn: Hack the Hacker
At the Chamber, 34 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE
Please RSVP at FWBChamber.com

MAR 6 | Friday | 7:00 AM
First Friday Coffee

Sponsored by the Emerald Coast Convention Center - Special Location
Emerald Coast Convention Center, 1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy SE, FWB

MAR 12

| Thursday | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Nothing But Networking
At Two Trees Restaurant
Fort Walton Beach Golf Course 1955 Lewis Turner Blvd, FWB
$15 for Members; $20 for Non-Members
Register Early at FWBChamber.com

MAR 19 | Thursday | 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Business After Hours
More information to come!

Chamber Staff
TED CORCORAN, IOM
SETH LUTTRELL
LIN MOORMANN
RACHELLE GRAVES, IOM
DAYNA STINEBISER
CHRISSY FLANIGAN
DEBBIE DODGE
PATRICIA PAYNE

President/CEO
Director of Operations
Director of Communications
Director of Special Events
Information Specialist
Director of Accounting
Membership Specialist
Invaluable Volunteer

COASTLINES is a monthly publication of the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce located at 34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort
Walton Beach, Florida 32548. Ph 850.244.8191 Fax 850.244.1935.
Submit information to Lin Moormann at lin@fwbchamber.org

Vince Mayfield
Chair of the Board
CEO, Bit Wizards

The most important statistic is that 45% of membership
associations have stated their groups are growing.

The trend in membership growth is terrific news. Why? Because community associations are the fabric underlying thriving communities. I want all you to have a sense of pride
in your organization. The Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce is Thriving! Our chamber has been evolving over the last decade, and we are growing. We
are growing not only in membership but also in our ability to impact our community.
The executive board and staff have been reinventing your Chamber of Commerce for the
future. Now and for the future, we are positioning your chamber for growth. We are doing this while innovating and acting on issues that meet the needs of our business members
and the community in which we live. The future for our community and business is bright.
Why? It is simple: Because we are creating the future! Abraham Lincoln, Peter Drucker, Dennis Gabor, and Alan Kay have all stated in one way or another: “The best way to predict the
future is to create it.”
The context of two variations of this quote comes from Alan Kay and Peter Drucker:
“Today’s businesses are learning from the science of change that they must recreate themselves even when they would like to believe that the old business will go on forever. The best
way to predict the future is to create it.” – Peter Drucker
“Don’t worry about what anybody else is going to do… The best way to predict the future is to
invent it. Really smart people with reasonable funding can do just about anything that doesn’t
violate too many of Newton’s Laws!” — Alan Kay in 1971
Drucker is talking about business, and Kay is talking about technology. Two of my favorite
subjects. But in a broader sense, Kay is talking about our society. You have heard me
speak about our two priorities for the Chamber:
• Promoting the Business of Our Members
• Making a Difference in Our Community
The Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce is creating the future for The
Chamber, Our Businesses, and Our Community. We do this while making business fun. Your
Chamber is providing leadership that drives investment and innovation in our community.
Investment and innovation, done with deliberate intent, creates a climate for business success in our community. It creates a quality of life for everyone.
Seth Godin is an entrepreneur, blogger, author, and speaker who is a thought leader on
marketing in the digital age. Seth wrote a book called Tribes. In Tribes, Seth asserts that human beings are in a constant state of trying to make “big, permanent, important change.” Until
the advent of the Internet and Social Media, we have tackled this change differently.
At the turn of the century in the industrial revolution, we did that with technology and human resources. In the middle part of the century, we adopted mass media and tried to change things
by taking good ideas and push, push, push that idea *Message continued on page 5
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2020 CHAMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM
OFFICERS

A Message From The FWBC President

Okaloosa County
Community Health
Assessment 2019

VINCE MAYFIELD | Bit-Wizards
Chair of the Board

HEATHER RUIZ | Destin Commons
2021 Chair-Elect

MATT TURPIN | Bank of England Mortgage
Immediate Past Chair

In 2017 our friends at the Florida Health—Okaloosa County, created the first community health assessment that I had ever read.
It was incredibly shocking to me to read about all the bad things
happening in our community.

STEPHEN PERKINS | Warren Averett
Treasurer

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
BARBARA BRITT
Barbara J. Britt, LLC
GUS GUSOFF
Emerald Coast Harley-Davidson
PAUL STINEBISER
Edward Jones Investments
DONNA TASHIK
The Arc of the Emerald Coast
BILL ROBERTS
Barnes Insurance & Financial Services

BOARD OF DIRECTORS TERM 2020-2022
MELISSA ALLEGRETTO
ERA AMERICAN REAL ESTATE
MAUREEN BIERMAN
Step One Automotive Group
NIC DEZINSKI
MAG Aerospace
ROBIN DONLON
BBVA
LINO MALDONADO
BROOKE MCLEAN
Air Force Enlisted Village
SHERVIN RASSA
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald Coast

TERM 2019-2021

When I read these numbers I think of a third world country or perhaps a big city.
Certainly not Okaloosa County.
Fortunately, there have been GREAT strides since the 2017 report.
*Homelessness in Florida decreased by 20%, Organizations such as Homelessness and Housing Alliance of Okaloosa, One Hopeful Place, Opportunity Place, Fresh Start, and more, no
doubt helping dramatically on that front.
*Okaloosa County Beach safety team had 39% less water rescues—perhaps the awareness of
the beach flag system is working.
*Huge decreases in teen pregnancies—and smoking during pregnancy down too!!
We live in paradise—have the best medical facilities in the world—the best
children’s organizations helping those down their luck. How can this happen
here? We MUST work on this.

TERM 2018-2020

BARBARA BRITT

STEVE BAXTER

LISA CURRY

KIM DENMAN

DIANE FRASER

MARK HAMRICK

GUS GUSOFF

VINCE MAYFIELD

GORDON KING

HEATHER RUIZ

DAVID PRESNELL

VICKI TARRO

PAUL STINEBISER

DONNA TASHIK

LIFE DIRECTORS
C. LEDON ANCHORS
KATHY HOUCHINS
BRUCE MARSHALL

And it ain’t getting any better in some categories.
*Since 2010-2012, life expectancy in Okaloosa County has
declined by 1.4 years.
* The number of Okaloosa children aged 1-5 years old in foster
care increased by 45% since 2012.
* The number of Okaloosa children aged 1-5 years old in foster care increased by 45% since
2012.
*Adult and Juvenile drug arrests in Okaloosa County have increased every year since 2015.
In 2017, adult arrests increased 56% and juvenile arrests increased 66%!!
*36% of Okaloosa county households are living in some category of poverty.
*From 2015-2017, 135 people in Okaloosa County died due to drug overdoses.

Ted Corcoran, IOM
President/CEO

What can YOU do? Contact our Friends at the Florida Department of Health in Okaloosa
County—www.HealthyOkaloosa.com—and volunteer to serve on one of their Community
Health Improvement Plan groups as they address the most important health concerns in our
community.
For a copy of the Okaloosa County Community Health Assessment 2019 Update, please contact HealthyOkaloosa@flhealth.gov or stop by 221 Hospital Drive NE, FWB to pick up a copy.

Ted Corcoran
President/CEO

JEANNE RIEF
JOYCE SANDERS
LISA JO SPENCER
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Endangered African Penguin Chick Born at Gulfarium
Gulfarium Marine Adventure Park is celebrating
Penguin Awareness Day in the best way possible,
by announcing a new addition to their endangered African penguin family. The Gulfarium, located on Okaloosa Island in Fort Walton Beach,
revealed that a penguin chick hatched at the
park on December 20th, 2019.
The penguin chick was raised by surrogate penguin parents, Missy and Tubbs, for the first three
weeks of his life. "Once an egg is laid, we remove
it from the nest and replace it with a fake egg for
the adult penguins to sit on. This is so that we can
closely monitor the development of the fetus. We
give fake eggs to multiple of our mated pairs to
encourage them to learn how to care for an egg.
Once the chick hatches, we place it in the nest
with the surrogate parents and remove their fake
egg. In the wild, it is not uncommon for eggs to not
develop, so the penguins who do not receive the
chick, simply remove the fake egg from their nest

when it does not hatch," explains Bryan Martin, Director of Animal Management. "As Ninja and Jelly
have successfully raised a chick in the past, we
gave Missy and Tubbs the opportunity to learn,
under staff supervision. Our animal care specialists would monitor the growth of the chick with frequent weight checks. Now we have further pairs
of adult penguins that know how to successfully
raise a chick in case we ever have 2 eggs hatch
around the same time. "
"African penguins are an endangered species,"
says Mary Kate Northup, Gulfarium's Operations
Manager. "They are at serious risk of extinction, so
any effort we can do to help preserve the species is vital. Penguin Awareness Day is the perfect
way to educate the public on how we can help
to protect this wonderful species." The wild African
penguin population has decreased at the alarming rate of over sixty percent in the last 30 years.
"Our team is doing everything we can to not

only protect this species from extinction, but also
teach our guests about what they can do to help.
Through the experiences and education that we
provide here at the Gulfarium, we hope to inspire
our guests to respect and love wildlife as much as
we do." says Patrick Berry, Gulfarium's Senior Vice
President.
The Gulfarium anticipates that the chick will begin
to grow his waterproof feathers in just a little over
a month and shortly thereafter, be ready to learn
how to swim so that he can be out on exhibit with
the rest of the penguin colony.
The public is invited to follow the chick's progress
on Gulfarium's Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/Gulfarium). All updates,
including milestones will be made available via
Facebook.

WHITE-WILSON MEDICAL CENTER EXPANDS
FAMILY MEDICINE CLINIC IN NICEVILLE
Claudia Molina-Pierce, M.D.

White-Wilson Medical Center is pleased to welcome family medicine physician, Claudia Molina-Pierce, M.D. to the Niceville Family Medicine
Clinic. In 2019, the Niceville Family Medicine
Clinic also welcomed Meghan Lanzola, APRN
and Gary Mousseau, PA-C in to help meet the
growing need for quality primary care in the
Niceville area. Dr. Molina-Pierce has joined Dr.

Lee Barnes at the Niceville Family Medicine
Clinic where she is accepting new patients.
The team also offers same day appointments.
Dr. Molina-Pierce is board-certified by the
American Board of Family Medicine and has
more than 30 year of experience as a Family Medicine physician. She began her career
in Massachusetts before relocating to the Emerald Coast in 2006. Dr. Molina-Pierce offers
comprehensive care for adults and specializes in annual wellness exams, preventive care,
women's wellness and the treatment of chronic
illnesses. She is also fluent in Spanish and Italian.
White-Wilson Medical Center is committed to
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providing access to quality care physicians
in our community. In 2019, we welcomed 14
new healthcare providers and Dr. MolinaPierce is the first of several providers the multispecialty clinic plans to welcome in 2020.
“We are excited to grow our Niceville Family
Medicine Clinic and for what the rest of 2020 will
bring,” said White-Wilson CEO Alan Gieseman.
“Our focus remains on meeting the demand for
quality health care in our area, and we plan to
continue welcoming exceptional new physicians
like Dr. Molina-Pierce to the White-Wilson family
this year.”

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Twin Cities Hospital Announces ER Expansion at Ground Breaking Ceremony

Twin Cities Hospital announces
a $6.7 million expansion of their
ER at a special ground breaking
ceremony in January. The project
includes the expansion and renovation of the ER, relocation and replacement of the existing CT, and
a small surface parking addition.
Currently, the ER is approximately
4,800 square feet and comprised
of 8 rooms, with one room serving
as a low acuity area with 3 chairs.
The proposed project adds approximately 2,650 square feet to
the north side of the ER. The new
construction will include seven triage and treatment sites. The existing waiting room, triage, and sup-

port space will be renovated and
reconfigured. The existing 16-slice
CT is located on the opposite side
of the hospital. The expansion project incorporates relocating and
replacing the existing CT within the
ER. A small, gravel area adjacent
to the ER parking lot will be paved,
providing 24 additional parking
spaces.
“The newly expanded ER will allow
us to deliver the same expert and
compassionate care we have always delivered, but in a larger and
better configured setting for our
patients”, said Dave Whalen, Twin
Cities Hospital’s CEO.

CONTINUED from page 2: Thriving in 2020 and Beyond | A Message From The Chair Of The Board
on the world. The Internet democratized data and information. Social
media created the ability to connect with people anywhere at any
time. The Internet and Social Media
were supposed to homogenize and
connect everyone. People ended
up with information overload where
they, with information and messages.
Seth asserts that, resultingly, human
beings we have de-evolved into
a natural and ancient grouping of
people called “Tribes.” Tribes allow us
to focus on silos of interest. This paradigm has established a new conduit
for facilitating, leading, and connecting people and ideas.

A silo sounds terrible; after all, we
try to break down silos in our businesses and organizations. But, silos
harnessed for the greater good can
be great proliferators of lasting and
positive change. Nurturing a silo while
adding more and more people in an
iterative process provides a drumbeat of change in which the ripples
grow. These ripples grow in intensity,
stretching far and wide while moving
outward in concentric circles. This approach mimics the social structures
in society and, in turn, social media.

We may be The Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber of Commerce, but
we are not a silo. Our “tribe” is mak-

ing ripples in our community beyond
our city or commerce identity. We
are “for” the collective good that
makes Okaloosa County, Northwest
Florida, Florida, and the United States
of America better — starting in our
back yard with the bigger picture
in mind. We are creating a positive
outward motion with each issue we
lead. With each success, we create a drumbeat of progress and accomplishment that makes our future.
It is a responsible and sustainable
foundation for keeping our community the most fabulous place in
the country to live, work, and play.

that “Good News Outperforms Bad
News on Social Media.”
The Chamber wants to spread the
good news about our community.
The message of our Chamber is a
positive one. We are about moving
forward and effecting change. Be
positive! Be an Evangelist! Leverage
your tribe and spread the good news
and success. Our business and community depend on you!

Vince Mayfield

Chair of the Board

In 2013 the New York Times reported
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

The Arc of the Emerald Coast and British Swim School launch
swimming classes at the Aquatic & Education Center in
Fort Walton Beach
The Arc of the Emerald Coast
proudly announces a new partnership with British Swim School.
The British Swim School teaches
water safety and survival skills to
children as young as three months
old. The British Swim School, founded by Rita Goldberg in 1981, currently operates in over 215 schools
across the United States and Canada. British Swim School will be using its unique and highly effective
teaching methods to host classes
every Thursday and Friday at The
Arc’s Aquatic & Education Center
at 341 Holmes Boulevard in Fort
Walton Beach. Classes will start
Thursday, March 5, 2020.
The Arc’s Aquatic & Education
Center opened on May 23, 2017.
Since its inception, the center has
focused on providing an inclusive
facility that the entire community
can enjoy, including people with
and without disabilities or limita

tions. The facility is 7,000 square
feet and features a 1,400 squarefoot zero-entry pool. The building
is also home to a state-of-the-art
kitchen and nutrition center and
offers space that can be used for
events, birthday parties, board
meetings and more. The Aquatic
& Education Center was jointly
funded by Impact 100, Destin
Charity Wine Auction Foundation

and Cox Communications.
“This is a great partnership for
the Aquatic & Eduation Center,”
said The Arc’s CEO, John Roper.
“We use the pool regularly for our
clients at The Arc, but it’s exciting to see other members of the
community dive in and enjoy the
pool.”

For more information visit: https://
www.facebook.com/BritishSwimSchoolOfPensacola/

Jackie Pilcher, Realtor with ResortQuest Real Estate Recognized
for Community Service
Jackie Pilcher, Realtor with ResortQuest Real Estate was recognized
by the largest trade organization
in Florida, Florida Realtors. Thirtytwo Realtors in Florida were recognized for the community service they provide locally. Jackie
has worked with homeless in our
area since 2008 volunteering on
Sundays at the Seventh Day Adventist Church on St. Mary Avenue.
She also helped open Opportunity
Place, a shelter for homeless women and families in July 2009 when
she served on the Board of the
Okaloosa Walton Homeless Continuum of Care.

Her commitment to community
service is highlighted in the traveling exhibit, Celebrating the Realtor
Heart, which is currently traversing
the state during 2020. It was introduced at the Florida Realtors Midwinter business meetings at the
Renaissance SeaWorld in Orlando,
January 22-24. It consists of large
black and white photos of these
Realtors. A video was released on
February 5 in Tallahassee highlighting the exhibit.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

IMPACT 100 OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA
Announces 2020 Board
of Directors &
Membership
Recruitment Events
The mission of IMPACT 100 of Northwest Florida, Inc. is to financially
support nonprofit organizations
in Okaloosa and Walton Counties. Created in 2012, IMPACT 100
of Northwest Florida has awarded
$2.7 million in grants to local
nonprofit organizations including
five $101,600 grants in 2019.
IMPACT 100 of Northwest Florida
is pleased to announce their 2020
Board of Directors.
Leading the organization as President is Cindy McCue. Cindy is a
retired CPA who joined IMPACT
100 NWF in 2016, serving as CoTreasurer and Vice President.

Other IMPACT 100 NWF Board of
Directors includes:
Dr. joyce gullies gossom (Vice President), Pauline Sotiri (Secretary),
Mary Pat Cedarleaf (Treasurer),
Della Goodson (Founding Member), Teresa Allen, Barbara Britt,
Marty Broderick, Valerie Burrelle,
Lee Ann Caravello, Kristine Coyle,
Kathleen Edge, Amanda Gordon, Carly Harmer, Mary Hemard,
Cyndi Hyatt, Carol Merkle, Vickie
Ritchson and Sandy Trammell.
We are recruiting members to join
IMPACT 100 NWF 2020 membership base. We welcome women 18

years or older to come to a membership event, meet the members,
and learn how they can become
a positive force for good in their
local community.
For women between the ages of
21 to 39 who may not have the financial resources to join IMPACT
100 NWF, we offer a NextGen Program, giving young woman an
opportunity to become IMPACT
100 NWF members and engage
with the community while learning the lessons of philanthropy.
The program aims to empower
these women to be ambassadors
for a generation that is dedicated

to giving and serving in Okaloosa
and Walton counties.
NextGen members will receive
a scholarship of $500 to be used
in the first year of membership to
help pay the $1000 membership
donation, followed by a scholarship of $250 to be used in the second year of membership.
For additional events and information, please visit our website
at: www.impactnwf.org. Events
are also posted on our Facebook
page at: www.facebook.com/ImpactNWF/

Community Event | Our INTERNATIONAL Emerald Coast!
March 22, 10am-6pm, at The Landing.
The Festival will include Live and DJ
Music, Food, Folklore, Art, and Cultural displays, with more than 60 nations represented. It is part of a series
of events, led by CMG and partners,
that will comprise the “Emerald Coast
International Week” celebration in our
area.
Many in our community have traveled or lived in other countries, for
those who have not, this festival will
“bring the world to them!”
Our Emerald Coast is blessed to have
residents from numerous nations that
make this a multicultural,international
region in food, languages, and cultures. Conexion Media Group (CMG)
invites everyone to celebrate UNITY at
our 3rd Annual INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL Fort Walton Beach, a high quality,
family-friendly, free and open to the
public event scheduled for Sunday,

Corporate Sponsorship and vendor
opportunities are still available. For
more information, call 850-368-3505 or
go to:
www.facebook.com/pg/InternationalFestivalFortWaltonBeach/
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Fort Walton Beach Mardi Gras Success!

A Word from the Mayor

Spring is in the air, even if the
weather doesn’t agree. With all the
excitement going on in our community you would think we are in
the middle of our busy season, not
winter! Downtown events, parades
and people bustling about bring a
special energy to our business community and puts a smile on our
faces. Fort Walton Beach is thriving. You can see it, and you can
feel it. Let’s keep up the momentum! Soon, the City Council will
begin its annual strategic planning,
a process that determines priorities
and goals, and outlines the general
direction we all want Fort Walton
Beach to go. I encourage everyone
to take an active part in this planning process. Meetings will be announced and open to the public.
Stay tuned to our social media sites
for updates.

The City of Fort Walton Beach is happy to report that the first ever
Fort Walton Beach Mardi Gras Parade & Downtown Throwdown
held on February 9th was a huge success! The day began with a DJ
and block party where people gathered along Ferry Road in preparation for the parade. Festive floats paraded along Eglin Parkway
and Perry Avenue tossing beads to cheering crowds. And, the celebration ended with a concert by Dikki Du & the Zydeko Crewe in
the heart of downtown on Ferry Road where large crowds danced
and enjoyed the atmosphere. Mark your calendars for this event
next year on January 31st, 2021! Thank you to our partners who
made this day special: AJ's, Salty Duck, Fokker's Pub, Burrito Del Sol,
Valerie & Glenn Wenzel, and Community Broadcasters.

Police Department 2019 Year in Review

Public Safety Open House

The Fort Walton Beach Fire Department and Police Department
invite the public to a Public Safety Open House on Saturday, February 29th, 2020, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The free event will be held at
Chester Pruitt Park, located next to Fire Station 6 (5 Hollywood Boulevard SE) and the Police Department (7 Hollywood Boulevard SE).
The event will focus on fire and police education in a family-friendly
and fun environment. The public will see a live vehicle extrication
and fire sprinkler demonstration by the Fire Department and a K-9
demonstration by the Police Department. Tours of the Fire Station
and Police Department will take place and fire truck rides will be
available. Displays will include a fire truck, the SWAT truck, police
vehicles and a fire safety house.
Bounce houses, rock-climbing wall, and more will be on site for the
kids! Food and drinks will be provided FREE to the public: popcorn,
cotton candy, snow cones and a pulled pork sandwich lunch.
“We are looking forward to hosting this event again,” said Fort Walton Beach Fire Chief Ken Perkins. “Our open houses have been
very popular in the past and partnering with the Police Department this year will make it even more educational and exciting for
the public. I hope everyone has an opportunity to come out and
have some fun while learning about public safety.”

Sincerely,
Dick Rynearson
Mayor of Fort Walton Beach
In case you missed it, the City officially opened its new Field Office
Complex on December 18, 2019. Located on Hollywood Boulevard NW, the 48,000+ sq. ft. complex consolidates multiple buildings and seven City functions under one roof providing operational
efficiency, asset protection and employee safety.

Police Water Rescue

April 4, 2020
11 AM - 5 PM

On January 20th, 2020, Fort Walton Beach Police Officer Ward Parsons and Cpl. Jamison Ross risked their lives to save a man from
drowning under the Cinco Bayou Bridge. The story of their selfless
and heroic act has been the subject of local, state and national
media, including a live appearance on Headline News: True Crime
Live (Heroes in Blue). See the interview here http://bit.ly/fwbpdheroes. We are incredibly proud of these officers and their dedication
to keep this community safe. If you see one of our men or women
in blue, let them know you appreciate them.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
* Public Safety Open House at the Fire Department
and Police Department – February 29, 2020 from 10am - 2pm.

Welcome! | New Member Reception|January
Each month the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce hosts a special luncheon for our newest members.
Marshall DeNys
Marshall Custom
Welding, LLC.
850.376.8945
www.marshallcustomwelding.com
We Offer custom welding services with a fast
turn around. We can create something brand
new or make repairs to you existing items. Stainless steel, aluminum and regular steel at your
business, home, onsite or at my shop. What can
I build for you?

Justine Watson
Capital Group Investments
34990 Emerald Coast Pkwy #300,
Destin, FL 32541
(850) 496-1501
www.cgiwatson.com
Capital Group Investors offers an opportunity
for Chamber Members that have an interest in
investing in Real Estate to diversify their portfolio
of incomes with high yielding preferred multifamily assets.

Cajun meals and sell a variety of fun novelty gifts.
We are also one of the largest suppliers of live/
cooked crawfish on the Emerald Coast.We also
have an on-site food trailer providing authentic
New Orleans Cuisine open for breakfast, lunch
and dinner. We specialize in Cajun boiled seafood, crawfish, crabs and shrimp and other S.
Louisiana dishes such as delicious beignets, King
Cakes, jambalaya, etouffee, gumbo, red beans
and rice, po'boys, muffulettas, etc.
So Where Y’at??

Sid Scarbourough
Encore Rehabilitaion
133 Racetrack Rd., NW Ste. B,
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
850-344-7500
www.encorerehab.com
One of the nation’s premier rehabilitation, fitness, and sport medicine companies. Encore
provides a progressive healthcare approach in
wellness and rehabilitation for a wide range of
physical injuries, disabilities, and post-surgical
recovery. Encore is strongly committed to helping individuals and families return to a healthier
and more independent lifestyle. Operations
in AL, MS, TN,and FL. Over 150 Athletic trainers
combined with sports coverage in over 200 High
Schools and colleges. Also the Fitness Sponsor
for Distinguished Young Women Nationally.

E. Nikolaus Dudley
Prentice Thomas & Associates Inc.
425 E. Hollywood Blvd., Ste D,
Mary Esther, FL 32569
850.243.5992
www.prenticethomas.com
Consulting, compliance and field services in
the area of cultural resource management
otherwise known as Archaeology and historic
preservation. Since 1977, PTA has conducted
over 1400 archaeological projects in Florida,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Georgia, and other locations in the United States; responding to our nation’s goal of preserving its diverse historical and
cultural values by integrating exciting research
with compliance work and providing timely and
cost-effective services in CRM and historic preservation.

Diane Freemann
A Bed 4 Me Foundation
PO Box 626,
Valparaiso, FL 32580
850-280-5519
www.abed4me.org
A Bed 4 Me Foundation provides a new bed
frame, mattress, pillow sheet set and a comforters to children that do not have one of their
own., A Bed 4 Me is a 501©(3) that serves children ages two to 18 within Okaloosa County.
We always welcome partnerships to not only
support our mission but to also enhance the
wonderful businesses and people that live in this
area.

Booker Rodgers
Sky Moving Company, LLC.
352-360-9728
Sky Moving Company is dedicated to professional services with a clean and neat appearance and a friendly and courteous environment. No broken furniture! We do homes,
offices, storage units, Pods and inside dwellings.
We offer competitive pricing and will take the
stress out of moving.

Paul Ruiz
Where Y’at!
9575 Navarre Pkwy, Navarre FL 32566
1-833-3EATDAT / 1-833-332-8328
www.whereyatseafood.com
We are a full seafood market and specialty grocery store selling retail and wholesale to the local area. You will find a complete selection of
fresh Gulf fish, oysters, shrimp, Royal Red Shrimp,
Blue Crabs, King Crab, Snow Crab, Dungeness
Crab, frog legs, soft-shell crabs, turtle, alligator,
crawfish tail meat and Cajun meats. We carry
an assortment of dips, seasonings, ready to eat

Scott J. Welner
Chesser & Barr, P.A.
1201 N. Eglin Pkwy, Shalimar, FL 32579
850-651-9944
www.ChesserBarr.com
Chesser and Barr is a full service law firm with
offices in Shalimar and Crestview. The firm has
ten lawyers with wide range of experiences in
almost all areas of law. We strive to offer you
personalized legal services tailored to meet
your individual needs. Give us a call! We would
be honored to serve you.

Steve Clopton
Gilmore Services
31 E. Farifield Drive, Pensacola, FL 32501
850.549.2702
www.gilmoreservices.com
Being in businesses today requires more than
meeting customer and client needs. Privacy
laws and compliance regulations also mandate
protecting sensitive information, which includes
secure disposal of your documents, data and
products. Gilmore Services completely understands material destruction requirements and
processes, We offer multiple options to customers based on location, budget and volume. We
provide cost-effective paper shredding, document destruction services and disintegration
of other material, for any size business. Our full
offering of document destruction services includes, on site Document Shredding Services,
on site and Off site Hard Drive Destruction including magnetic media and cell phones.
Jordan Brewer
Axis Physiotherapy Institute
339 Racetrack Rd., Ste. 20, Fort Walton Beach, FL
850.374.8158
www.axisphysiopt.com
We are a new state of the art Physical Therapy
Facility excited to serve the Emerald Coast.
Over the past decade, our doctors of Physical
Therapy have served the Florida Panhandle with
integrity and compassion. Our highly trained
professionals provide the most proven and advanced treatment techniques. We develop
customized treatment plans to ensure each
patient achieves his/her highest potential in the
most efficient way possible. We are excited to
announce we are the only facility in the area
to offer Aquatic therapy. We also specialize in
treating individuals with orthopedic, neurological, vestibular, post-surgical and pain dysfunctions. Want to reduce or improve your overall
health and well-being? We can help!!
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Military Affairs Committee | Opportunity to say Thank You
We live in a great community surrounded by men and women that dedicate
their lives to protect our right to freedom. Mark your calendar, on Saturday
April 4th you will have the opportunity
to dedicate 1 day of your life to Thank
those that have served and those
that currently serve this great Nation.

Lynn Dominique

Escape Zone 60, Inc.
Military Affairs Committee Chair

This will be the 5th year of Military Appreciation Day located out at the
Fort Walton Beach Landing. This year
made possible by Step One Automotive Group, the FWB MAC and many
others.

What is it? In the past, it has served
about 5,000 military, both past and
present, who attend throughout the
day. Some of the activities include
Sonny’s BBQ lunch (sandwich, beans,
coleslaw, chips, and a drink), live music, kids play area with a rock climbing
wall, a mechanical bull, inflatables,
dozens of Veteran Service Organizations providing great resources and
information that directly benefits our
military community and incredible
giveaways, all at NO COST to our military attendees!

It’s an incredible day of serving those
who serve our community and our
country 365 days a year!
So what do we need from our Chamber members? Sponsors, Volunteers
and just showing up to say Thank You.
Please contact the Chamber or visit
our next MAC meeting, Monday Feb.
24th, to find out how you can participate. One day that will mean so much!

Tourism Committee|Why Is This?
During the past year our CVB has carried out research on how, when and
why people travel to our area. It’s part
of a study to establish what we ought
to be planning, not just for the next
year but for five and ten years in the
future.

Martin Owen, CEO

The Owen Organization
The FWB Chamber’s Tourism
Guru and Board Chair, 2012

July 2019 saw a decline in overall visitation but those slightly fewer tourists
actually spent more money. Research
shows that the peak, summer season
isn’t actually shrinking, it’s starting earlier! In the past we had a spring break
season and an Easter season. Often
these two seemed to merge together,
depending on when Easter fell. There
was then a break before tourism took
off again around Memorial Day. Then
a further pause until the schools broke.
Now the ‘season’ is starting in April
and running through September. The

numbers of visitors are more evenly
spread than previously and June has
taken over from July as being the time
for highest occupancy.
Why is this? The first reason is that in
the past visitors mostly came from the
South East of the US, and Atlanta was
the place many tourists called home.
Certainly Atlanta is still vitally important but we are now getting many
more visitors from Texas. Dallas, Fort
Worth and Houston have become as
big or bigger suppliers of summer tourists as the traditional cities.
Allegiant Airlines are bringing folks
from Chicago, Nashville, St. Louis, Minneapolis, Detroit, New York and other
North East and Midwest cities. Visitors
from these places take their vacations
at different times, which spreads the
season.

By looking at credit card data we are
now able to track spending patterns
of our tourists. We can now see how
much people spend and what they
buy. We’re finding that many of the
‘new’ visitors are spending their cash
on different activities than the traditional tourists. That’s great information
for those people running dolphin tours,
eco-friendly activities and more active pursuits like paddle boarding and
scuba diving.
The more we know about our visitors,
the better we can be at planning for
the future. Research is everything and
much better than jumping to conclusions based on one season’s data. The
studying of year-on-year trends allows
us to plan long term, rather than just
react to things that happen occasionally like bad weather.

Ambassadors| Mentor Leadership
“Tell me and I forget, teach me and
I may remember, involve me and I
learn.” ― Benjamin Franklin

Nic Dezinski

Having great mentors is a common
theme among great leaders. Mentors
come in many different forms, teachers, managers, CEO’s, presidents,
friends, and the FWB Chamber Ambassador’s. The Ambassadors lead a very
important program for the chamber
called the “Mentor Program”. When
you sign up for the mentor program

members are paired with an Ambassador member who will help you get
plugged in to the chamber, use the
chamber to help achieve your business goals, and get the most out of
your membership. Please reach out to
a chamber Ambassador or the chamber staff for more information.
The mission of the Ambassadors is to
help chamber members get the most
out of the chamber. Let an Ambassador help you see the benefits of the

MAG Aerospace
Ambassadors Chair 
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mentor program.
If you want to learn more about the
Ambassador Committee, stop in for
a meeting and see how the “Green
Team” can help your business stay
in the green. We meet on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at the FWB
Chamber from 7:45 am to 9:00 am. All
are welcome and breakfast is provided.

Your Chamber Membership|What’s your What, Why, How or Who?
We’ve all heard of the power of finding
our “why”...the reason we go to work every day and do things that take us out
of our comfort zone, such as meeting
people and making new connections.
Sounds easy to find our “why”, right?
Well, not for me, and I bet I’m not the
only one who has had trouble identifying what his/her “why” is!

Debbie Dodge

FWB Chamber Membership
Specialist & Mary Kay
Independent Sales Director
Debbie@fwbchamber.org

There are resources everywhere...books,
videos, websites...yet they just added to
my confusion. Then I read the first chapter of The Entrepreneur Roller Coaster by
Darren Hardy and I found my answer!
Instead of just a “why”, there are FOUR
switches that turn on our passion: our

“what”, “why”, “how” and “who”.
Our “what” usually doesn’t feed our
passion because no matter what we
do for work, we’re not going to feel passionate about it every day. However
“what” we do leads us to the other
three switches. Our “why” is our mission
and vision...the results of “what” we do...
and when our “why” is strong, we will
trudge through the boring, difficult, and
frustrating work tasks. The “how” switch
is next and involves excellence. Those
driven by their “how” care about the
quality, execution and outcome of their
work and always strive to improve. The
fourth switch, “who”, is the one that truly

spoke to me. I am passionate about my
work for “who” it benefits...my children,
family, friends, clients, team, community
and Chamber family. Making a positive
difference in the lives of others is what
gives my life purpose.
Are you a “what”, “why”, “how” or
“who” driven person? Which switch
you choose is not important...as long as
it brings you passion. Once you know,
you’ve found your super power for success!

RPM Committee|RPM is now called the Business Success Group (BSG)
RPM is rebranding with a new mission!
RPM is now called the Business Success
Group (BSG). Our mission is to enhance
your overall chamber experience. BSG
has two membership levels.
The first level, called Standard, is included with your chamber dues and provides access to our networking group,
training, and workshops.

Jason Monroe
Bit-Wizards
RPM (BSG) Chair

The next level, called Partner, is an additional $75 annually and gives you a
chance to show off your business at
the October Business After Hours, along
with some other benefits throughout the
year!

With BSG, you’ll make friends and increase your networking skills. You learn
valuable social selling skills that will help
you online and at chamber events,
such as Business After Hours, Nothing
But Networking, and First Friday Coffee.
You’ll also plug into a network of a core
group of chamber members who can
help introduce you to other chamber
members you want to meet.

If you are a new chamber member or
a seasoned chamber member who
wants to increase your network size and
networking skills, join us on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 8:00 am at the
Fort Walton Beach Chamber. I hope to
see you there!

NF-11032660

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS

CHAMBER ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITIES

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

Banner Ads
Enhanced Listings
Digital Sign
all available at great prices!
Call Seth at the Chamber
for more info: 850-244-8191
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Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

OUR MISSION...

... is to strengthen local businesses and enhance the quality of life in our community
by providing services which help businesses help themselves.

The Center For Cosmetic and Family Dentistry
4635 Gulfstarr Dr #200, Destin, FL 32541
(850) 654-8665

Knife's Edge Private Chef & Catering
30 Holly Ave, Shalimar, FL 32579
(850) 376-1916
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Keller Williams Emerald Coast

11A Racetrack Rd NW Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
(850) 654-2900

Smoothie King

330 Mary Esther Blvd., Ste C Mary Esther, FL 32569
(850) 374-8487

Welcome
New Members!
January
JERRI MCKEEL

Holiday Cruise & Tours
2522 Capital Circle, NE
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 792-9613

DIANE FREEMAN

A Bed 4 Me Foundation
(850) 240-0778

TRACY DAVIS

Okaloosa County Youth Advocate Program
51 3rd St. Ste 4
Shalimar, FL 32579
(850) 461-3767

MICHELLE CARMICAL

Emerald Coast Fellowship of
Christian Athletes - FCA
(850) 217-0391

ALEX BARTHE’

Courthouse Suites Crestview
114 Cedar Ave
Crestview, Florida 32536
(850) 791-4517

MALCOLM MCDOUGALL
Encore Rehabilitation
133 Racetrack Rd NW Ste B
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
(850) 344-7500

JOY SADDLER

Florida State University
4750 Collegiate Drive
Panama City, Florida 32405
(850) 770-2100

HANNAH FLEACE
Fleace Freelancing
(812) 229-0415

CHRIS TORRES

Future Stars Football Clinic
(551) 697-1372

MEMBERS

get

it!

Join Today!

Join a collective voice to make a
difference in your community.

JANUARY
MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS
Air Force Association Eglin Chapter
American Cancer Society
B Britt LLC
Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate
Center for Lifelong Learning Inc.
Century 21 Blue Marlin Pelican
Cinco Baptist Church
Clemenza’s at Uptown Station
CRC Data Technologies
Destiny Worship Center
Edward Jones – Matthew Ritter
Emerald Coast Business Intermediaries
Emerald Coast Church Assembly of God
Errand Catchers
EurWay Tours
Foster’s Professional Janitorial Service
Friendship Veterinary Hospital
H & H Accounting & Tax, Inc.
Harris Insurance
Have Travel Memories Vacation
Hilton Garden Inn Fort Walton Beach
Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort
Lamar Advertising Company
LandrumHR
Lisa Jo Spencer PA
Mach 1 Detailing LLC
Magnolia Grill

Marian McBryde
Meigs Middle School
NAACP – Okaloosa County Branch 5633
Northwest Florida Fairgrounds
Norton Insurance of Florida
NWFMOA-NW Florida Military Officers Association
Okaloosa Saves
Owen Organization
OxanaSol Commercial Real Estate
PartyLite Independent Consultant – Wilma Shively
Primerica Financial Services – Neil Talbot
Renegade Barber Shop
Run With It
Sequel Electrical Supply Co.
SOCKS – Save Our Cats & Kittens
Southern Star Printing
Southern Vacation Rentals
The Anchor
The Arc Room
The Insurance Center of NW Florida
Toyota of Fort Walton Beach
USO
Vensure Employer Services
Warren Averett, LLC
Wind Creek Casino & Hotel
World Impact - Laurie Bartlet
Wright Shopping Center/ Prince Enterprises

MEMBERS GET IT.
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

January’s Business After Hours was sponsored by the Emerald Coast Science Center who did a fantastic job of not only hosting but gathering a number of our regional organizations together for a
non-profit fair. It was a great opportunity to learn about some of the non-profits in the area as well as
an enjoyable evening of networking with not just fellow members but also the four-legged and even
zero-legged kind!

Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Join Us In March! | THURSDAY, MARCH 19 | 5:30 to 7:30 PM
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

More Information To Come!
This event is open for sponsorship! Contact Rachelle for info at 850.244.8191 or Rachelle@fwbchamber.org
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April 4th is Military Family
Appreciation Day
Military Family Appreciation Day (MFAD) will be on Saturday, April 4,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the FWB Landing. The event is presented
by Step One Automotive Group with support from the Military
Affairs Committee of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce.
The event will include a children’s play area with inflatables and
fun activities for our young attendees. There will be military services exhibitors, and food and drinks and a variety of vendors.
Throughout the day there will be drawings for incredible prizes!
It’s a full day of family-friendly fun, including free lunch and free
entertainment, designed to honor the service and the sacrifices
made by military families and veterans throughout our area.

Presented by:
Step One
Automotive Group

A special event for all Military and
their families at the FWB Landing!
We cannot organize this event without the support of sponsors and
VOLUNTEERS. We try extremely hard to not rely on some of our very
best volunteer resources – the military. This event is for them to enjoy a day with their families.
If you know of an organization that might want to pick up the
assignment of trash and grounds for a monetary donation.
Please contact Rachelle (via the FWB Chamber – 850-244-8191)
to get involved and support Military Family Appreciation Day.

April 4, 2020
11 am - 5 pm

This event is FREE for all active duty
Military, Veterans, and their families.
It’s a full day of family-friendly fun!

2020 Military Family
Appreiation Day Sponsor
We need volunteers to help with:
• Setting up the event in the morning
• Serving food and drinks
• Overseeing the kid’s inflatable area
• Assisting with trash and grounds upkeep

Volunteers’ shifts are traditionally four hours. However if you can
only commit to an hour or two, we would love to have your help!

Live music and entertainment
Children’s play area with inflatables
Military services exhibitors
Food and drinks from Sonny’s BBQ
Variety of food vendors
Drawings for incredible prizes, including a BOTE Paddle Board

For sponsorship opportunities call
the FWB Chamber at 850-244-8191
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Nothing But

NETWORKING

Thank you to the
fantastic staff at
AJ's on the Bayou!

Join Us In MARCH! | Nothing But Networking | Thursday, MARCH 12

11:30 am to 1:00 pm | at Two Trees Restaurant, FWB Golf Course 1955 Lewis Turner Blvd, FWB
REGISTER AND PAY IN ADVANCE AT FWBCHAMBER.COM. (PLEASE RSVP EARLY! WE HATE HAVING TO TURN WALK-INS AWAY!!)
$15 Per Chamber member when you register in advance; $20 for non-members and at door if you do not RSVP.

Healthcare Committee| To a Lucky March!

Melissa Heath

As we are kicking off the new year
with our Healthcare Committee there
are some new initiatives to be on the
look-out for.
Our 2020 healthcare
committee has teamed up together
to expand our professional and educational support to our beautiful community. We are wanting to share all of
our resources to our community and
their families for all health related information.

In the healthcare world we realize
that it is convoluted and many are
unaware how to navigate the system.
Therefore, please start to use our local
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber
of Commerce Healthcare Facebook
for live streaming and tidbits for educational purposes. Please feel free to
share or like so we can make a bigger
impact and provide at least one family with the help they need.

Healthcare Committee Chair
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Also, we will be hosting events to have
after hour’s education for those that
work and don’t know where to turn to.
These will be uploaded to the events
calendar on the chamber website.
Thank you to The Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber of Commerce for
providing the support and resources
to help our local community. Here’s
to an impactful year ahead and there
on!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
We encourage you to attend any of the Chamber’s committee meetings as a guest
to see whether that particular group suits your expectations and will help you promote your business. The regular monthly meetings are almost always held in the FWB
Chamber Conference Room.
Call the Chamber at 244-8191 to reserve your spot or to get answers to your questions.

FREE TAX PROGRAMS
Learn about the free tax programs
that the United Way Emerald Coast
is providing to Okaloosa and Walton
County residents! Find out how you,
your employees and the community
can benefit from the VITA (Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance), MyFreeTaxes
and Facilitated Self-Assistance (FSA)
programs. Sponsored by the United
Way.

Tuesday
MARCH 3

11:30AM-1:00PM

Brown Bag Lunch
Location: Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce
34 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548

FWBChamber.com
3 | Tuesday | 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

4 | Wednesday | 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

6 | Friday | 7:00 - 9:00 AM

Brown Bag
Chamber Office

Lunch is Provided with RSVP
Chamber Office
Please RSVP at FWBChamber.com

Sponsored by the Emerald Coast
Convention Center - Special Location
Emerald Coast Convention Center,
1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy SE, FWB

12

13 | Friday | 11:30 AM

Chamber Office

At Two Trees Restaurant
Fort Walton Beach Golf Course
1955 Lewis Turner Blvd, FWB

Chamber Office
Lunch Provided by Papa Johns
RSVP Required

16 | Monday | 11:30 AM

17 |Tuesday | 8:00 AM

Lunch Provided

Chamber Office

LUNCH & LEARN:
Free Tax Programs

10 | Tuesday | 8:00 AM

Healthcare Committee
Meeting

Military Affairs Committee
Meeting
Brooks Beal Center
100 Beal Pkwy NW, FWB

19 | Thursday | 5:30 - 7:30 PM
Business After Hours

Hack the Hacker
Are you a Sitting Duck? What would
happen if someone hacked their way
into your inbox or if someone decided
to hold all your data ransom? Join us
to learn what Ransomware is and how
it infects businesses like yours, as well
as the forms and various characteristics of Ransomware. Sponsored by
CRC Data Technologies.

MARCH
2020

More Information to Come!

LUNCH & LEARN:
Hack the Hacker

|Thursday | 11:30 AM
Nothing But Networking

St. Patrick's Day

First Friday Coffee

New Member Luncheon

18| Wednesday | 7:45 AM

Business Success Group
(Formerly RPM)

Ambassadors Committee
Meeting

25| Wednesday | 11:30 AM

26| Thursday | 5:30 PM

WomenConnect Committee
Meeting

Chamber Office

FWB Young Professionals Mixer
More Information to Come!

Brown Bag
Chamber Office

Unless otherwise noted, ALL meetings will be held at the Fort Walton Beach Chamber Of Commerce.

Wednesday
MARCH 4
11:30 a.m.

Please RSVP as lunch with be
provided.

Location: Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce
34 Miracle Strip Pkwy SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548

RSVP at FWBChamber.com
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GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Thank You to the great folks of Warren Everett for sponsoring our February First Friday Coffee and for
sharing the retirement celebration of Gene Barker 36+ years with the firm.

Chief of Police Robert Bage named Officer Karry Johnson Officer of
the Year and Communication Operator Britney Johnson as Employee of the Year. Officer Ward Parsons and Cpl. Jamison Ross were
also recognized for their heroic water rescue last month.
Congratulations to this special group that keep our city safe!

If you watched the Super Bowl this year, you may recognize the face of Lt. Col. (ret) Sam Lombardo who
was one of four World War II veterans participating in the official coin toss. We are very lucky to count this
decorated veteran and hero as a part of our community.

Welcome to Our New Members!

Left to Right: Marshall DeNys, Marshall Custom Welding; Heidi
Allen, Bridgeway Health Clinics; Sid Scarbourough, Encore
Rehabilitation; Wes Fell, Wes Fell, Candidate for Okaloosa County
Commissioner; Alex Barthe’, Courthouse Suites Crestview; Ginger
Davis, A Bed 4 Me; and Mark Dutram, Bayview Private Wealth.

Left to Right: Venus Villamor Chastain & Amy Montz, Hand
& Stone Massage & Facial Spa; JoDell Haverfield, Have
Travel Memories Vacations, LLC; Dana Cochran, Opportunity Place, Inc.; Hannah Fleace, Fleace Freelancing; Doug
Landry, GCF Inc.; and Paul Ruiz, Where Y’At Seafood.
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Left to Right: Nicole Partridge, Big Brothers Big Sisters of NW
Florida; Heather Selly-Perez, TownPlace Suites; Anjanette
Anderson, Sam’s Club; Elizabeth Midland, Beach Community
Bank; Patt Maney, Patt Maney for State Representative; and
Joy Saddler, Florida State University.

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE
GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Saltwater Restaurants presented a check for $5,853 to the Emerald Coast Foundation
for the 4th Annual Pelican Plunge on January 1, 2020.

Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance
Each tax season United Way Emerald
Coast partners with the IRS and offers FREE
tax preparation to members of the local
community with low to moderate income.
This years’ tax season runs from January
through April 15, 2020 and we are here to
help you get your taxes filed quick, easy
and FREE with the following options below.
MAXIMIZE YOUR MONEY by filing your
taxes for FREE!
• MyFreeTaxes: File your own taxes online
anywhere, anytime, with a robust support
page for assistance. Most filers complete
their taxes in less than an hour. COMPLETELY FREE! NO INCOME LIMITATIONS!
(Schedules C, D, or E are not available).
• In Person: Go to one of our Volunteer Income Tax Assistance sites below and have
an IRS-certified volunteer prepare your taxes who specialize in Earned Income and
Child Tax Credit, Deductions and Affordable Care Act. This free option applies to
anyone who earned less than $56K in 2019.

Beach Community Bank presented a check for the combined sum of $6,460 to the
Special Operations Warrior and Air Commando Foundations.

For more information about
the program or to volunteer,
contact Caroline Dixon at
VITA@united-way.org or
850-467-1484.
Call one of our sites for an appointment:
Goodwill Easterseals
913 Beal Parkway NW, FWB
By appointment only: Wed & Fri, 10:00 am
– 3:00 pm
POC: Caroline Dixon at 850-659-7188

TAKE A TRIP

Caterpillar 2 Butterfly Outreach Center
619 Lovejoy Road, FWB
By appointment only: Mon-Fri, 9:00 am –
2:00 pm
POC: Tracy Orr or Rachel Robinson at
850-301-0230

Take a Coastlines!

UF/IFAS Extension Okaloosa County
Our Chamber Members are going to some pretty interesting places these days – and they’re
3098 Airport Rd, Crestview
taking some great reading material along with them for a little touch of home. If you choose
to take your Coastlines with you on a trip or vacation, take a photo and share it with us!
By appointment only: Mon, 5:00 pm -7:30
pm (Feb 4 – Apr 11)
Send your photos to lin@fwbchamber.org
POC: Jill Breslawski at 850-689-5850
UF/IFAS Extension Walton County
732 N. 9th St (Hwy 83 N), DeFuniak Springs
By appointment only: Thurs, 5:00 pm -7:30
pm (Feb 4 – Apr 11)
POC: Jill Breslawski at 850-892-8172

Brendon Grimes with TSC Productions took his Coastlines to the
NAMM Show (National Association of Music Merchants) all the way
in Anaheim, CA!

p

MARCH 2020 | WWW.FWBCHAMBER.COM | THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | 19

NORTHWEST FLORIDA DAILY NEWS
P.O. BOX 2949
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32549

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
NWFL DAILY NEWS
PERMIT 56

NF-10984798

Thank You To Our 2020 Annual Chamber Sponsors!

