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Executive Director’s Message

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
“In the summertime when the weather
is hot, you can stretch right up and touch
the sky. When the weather’s fine you got
swimmin’, you got swimmin’ on your mind.”
– Mungo Jerry “In the Summertime”
I love the summer. Every year as soon as I hear that
song I know summer is “ON”! BBQ’s, outdoor concerts,
plain old backyard fun! Have fun with the Chamber this
summer! Our calendar reflects some of the great events
we have for our members and our community. The
Chamber is hosting our Annual Member BBQ on July
19th at the Tallman Pool and Beach Club. This is an event
you will not want to miss!
The summer months are the perfect time to check out
Fort Lee and our neighboring communities. Give your
taste buds a treat at the many eateries in our 7 towns! We
have everything from fine dining to (really great) pizza,
to some of the best frozen yogurt and ice cream! While
you are here, see what’s new in the way of merchandise
and services at one of our many business enterprises.
Even with the lazy days of summer upon us, the
Chamber will continue to work with the entire region
in a collaborative approach to promote economic
growth and prosperity. We will continue to develop and
deliver programs that benefit both its members and the
community at large. Is there anything the Chamber can
do for you? Are you interested in being part of a dynamic,
vibrant and incredible group? Get involved, meet other
business members and see what the Chamber can do
for you! Please visit our website at www.fortleechamber.
com. Share in the activities that make us so special!
Enjoy the summer and the weather, we certainly waited
a long time for it!
Kenneth Bruno
President

July 1st is the beginning of a new fiscal year for the
FLRCC. I don’t know about you, but as I approach a New
Year, whether it’s a secular, religious or fiscal calendar,
I always take a look back at my accomplishments and
think ahead to what I could improve upon, and what I
might do differently.
I’m proud to say that this fiscal year was very successful for the
Chamber in terms of getting new members, renewals, fundraising and
a lot of positive feedback on our Networking Events, Golf Outing and
Dinner Dance.
Looking ahead, I’d like to devote more time to “walking the streets”
and speaking with you, our members. Besides listening to what you
have to say, I’d like to tell all of you about an important initiative in
Bergen County called “Stigma Free.” It encourages people to reduce
the stigma associated with mental illness. How? By raising awareness
that mental illness is a disease, like any physical illness, which needs
to be treated. The goal is to create an environment where people with
mental illnesses feel free to seek treatment without being ostracized.
After the two recent suicides by “high-profile” people, “Stigma Free” is
a very timely and vital topic. If you want to get involved in your town,
please contact me. You can also refer to: https://www.co.bergen.nj.us/
DocumentCenter/View/3370/Stigma-Free-Toolkit?bidId=
There is a special program for Veterans which is in the process of being
revamped. However, if you know a Veteran that needs to get help, he/
she can call 1-800-273-8255 (special Veterans Crisis Line). I would
like to do a special event event for Veterans in the new fiscal year. If you
have ideas or suggestions, or want to be part of the committee, please
contact me.
We can really make a difference, just by distributing printed materials
about where to get help! For the past 2 years, I have put materials
in Fort Lee stores at the Holidays, with information about dealing
with depression during that time of year. This year I hope to get these
materials to all 7 towns in our geographic area.
I look forward to speaking and working with you on this amazing
program. Together we can make the FLRCC region











Lawn signs
Banners on main town roads
Brochures at local doctor’s offices and borough halls
Town hall meetings
Badges on police, crossing guard and municipal workers’ uniforms
Webpage
School assemblies
Town-Day booths
Annual walks
Stigma-Free representation on every mailing and newsletter

Template
[TOWN]

Hope

201.944.7575
director@fortleechamber.com
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Yuhan Heating & Air
Conditioning goes beyond
the
heating
and
air
conditioning equipment to
look at the whole house or business location as a system. This
enables us to solve comfort, indoor air quality and high utility bill
problems others cannot, and to ensure that new high efficiency
equipment performs as close as possible to its laboratory rating.
From start to finish, our experienced estimators, project
managers and technicians provide the expertise to ensure your
project in the Tri‐State area is completed on time, on budget
and up to code. We understand that service interruptions are
an inconvenience and cost you productivity, so we focus on
providing expedient services to get you back online as soon as
possible without risking the safety of your valuable equipment.

We are also absolutely committed to safety and provide ongoing
education to our personnel to ensure complete compliance with
the best practices and standards.
Yuhan Heating & Air Conditioning has served its customers
with a commitment to service and value. We have the experience
and expertise to get the job done right the first time. Our skilled
professionals use only the finest tools and materials. We provide
personalized service and affordable service rates.
And if there's anything else we can do to make your experience
any better, just ask. We appreciate your interest and look forward
to earning your business.
Doris Yon
YUHAN Mechanical
108 S. Front St • Bergenfield NJ 07621
T: 201-945-9797 • F: 201-387-7072 • www.yuhanhvac.com

I started with Outback
Steakhouse as a busboy
in 1998 as I was going to
school for nursing and
decided Outback was my
calling. I worked my way
up through the ranks and became a Managing Partner of my
first Outback Steakhouse in Midtown Manhattan in 2005. Being
in Edgewater and it being the 4th Outback I’ve owned, the one
thing I can say I’ve learned is that it’s not a food business, it’s a
people business and being active and involved in the community
is first and foremost. You need to take care of the people who are
responsible for helping the business thrive. The NSASA (Nassau
Suffolk Autism Society) named me their honorary member in
2016 for the work I did with them. I have opened my restaurant
in Edgewater to the special needs community to provide a
safe place to get accustomed to being in a socially stimulating
environment as well as letting Ridgefield schools have their
students come for a work program where they learn basic job
skills. The Edgewater Public Library has also started using us for
a “Kids in the Kitchen” program. We are also helping them with
their summer reading program in July.

With the limited time I’ve spent living right here in Edgewater I
can honestly say this town is filled with a wide range of amazing
people from all walks of life and I am excited to meet everyone
personally with a big warm welcome when they come in the door.

My name is Zelimin “Zal” Sarwary. I
am the president of Rise to Shine
Transportation. I came to the U.S.
from Afghanistan 33 years ago. I did
not speak a word of English. I worked
extremely hard and I got my Masters
degree in Public Health. I worked
for New York Hospital, as a research
assistant, and had various positions
working up to an assistant supervisor
position with a private company that
provided community education on
health care programs. Despite saving the company a lot of
money by closing loopholes in their computer system, and
getting outstanding evaluations from 6 supervisors, in 2013 I
was 1 of 70 people that got laid off due to economic conditions
and the company’s consequent downsizing. It was at that point
I decided to open my own company to transport students to
and from school. I worked around the clock, without anyone
helping me. It was me, my cell phone and my computer learning

what was required to start a business. I also worked as a bus
driver for the Fort Lee Parking Authority to gain experience and
establish good relationships in the community.
Rise to Shine Transportation has been based in Fort Lee, since
2016. We transport students of all ages, from home to school and
back home. This includes children with special needs in all Public
and Private Schools. We also provide transportation to all studentrelated activities including Churches, Day Care, YMCA, etc. We
have caring, responsible, reliable and experienced drivers who
have all had background checks. We are fully insured and State
Certified. I take my job and my company very seriously. I treat the
students with dignity and respect. I have established a good rapport
with the students, their parents, teachers, and administrators. I am
very proud that my hard work paid off. I must say that this country
gave me the chance to set goals and reach them. I am now trying to
help others start their own businesses!

Outback Steakhouse starts FRESH every day. Best known for
our grilled steaks, the Bloomin’ Onion and a wide variety of
chicken and seafood, we also offer a wide variety of crisp salads
and freshly made soups and sides. Many people don’t know that
our Bloomin’ Blonde Ale is specially brewed for Outback, to
be as BOLD as our steaks, with malty honey notes that match
perfectly with our signature flavors. This perfect duo is best
enjoyed on our OUTDOOR PATIO, now open for the summer.
If you can’t make it out to our outdoor patio, no worries, we can
DELIVER our bold flavors right to your home! Hope we can
serve you one way or another, real soon!

Jeffrey T. Abbate
Outback Steakhouse Managing Partner, Edgewater, NJ
O-201.840.9600 • C-917.553.4322

Contact Zal Sarwary: 646-284-4021
E-mail: zalsarwary@gmail.com
www.risetoshinetransportation.com
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Would you like to take your membership to a whole new level? Join one of our committees! It is not a large investment of time.
Most committees have 1 meeting per month and often it is done via conference call.
Please contact the Chairperson for more information and/or to volunteer.
Not sure what committee to participate on? When volunteering, it is always best to choose something you really enjoy. Here are
the choices:
EVENTS COMMITTEE
Chair: Mirela Tarabokija
201.923.3145

MEMBERSHIP/AMBASSADOR
Chair: Bob Sherwood
201.981.0403

PUBLICITY & MARKETING
Chair: Tatyana Dyagileva
551.574.8028

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Chair: Randi Raskin
201.694.3972

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chair: Fred Goetz
201.313.4500

BENEFITS
Chair: Dr. Mike Errichiello
201.945.2320

Dinner Dance Committee. This will be our 50th Annual Dinner Dance honoring this year’s Persons of
the Year. If you have a flair for planning large, lavish parties, or would like to help put together the new
Community Directory/Journal we would love to have you on the committee.

Call Hope Rothenberg 201-944-7575

NEW, FREE WEBSITE
IS POWERFUL TOOL FOR BUSINESSES
Bergen County Office of Economic Development has launched a new data resource that is extremely useful for people
thinking about starting a business and for existing businesses trying to market smarter. BergenForBusiness.com can
help prospective business owners find the right place to locate their business, and it can help existing businesses
obtain all types of demographic information to market more efficiently! Interactive tools and data infographics are
very visual, and allow users to map, chart and graph complex data to make it easy to use. Check it out!



Welcome to Our New FLRCC MEMBERS

5 Salon & Spa; 1643 Schlosser Street, Fort Lee
Bovans Auto Services LLC; 619 Gorge Road, Cliffside Park
Creative Financial Strategies;
158 Linwood Plaza, Suite 213, Fort Lee
Dance With Me; 2029 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee
David Lerner Associates; 400 Frank W. Burr Blvd, Teaneck
Eastern American Certified Development Company;
15 Engle Street, Suite 107, Englewood
Englewood Hospital & Medical Center
Graf Center Integrative Medicine;
350 Engle Street, Englewood
Fortis Lux Financial (Mass Mutual);
1323 Anderson Avenue, #10, Fort Lee
Outback Steakhouse; 539 River Road, Edgewater



SB Office Support, Inc.;
2185 Lemoine Avenue, Suite 6G, Fort Lee
Scorpion Business Financing;
432 Bergen Blvd, 2nd Floor, Ridgefield
Staples; 461 West Street, Fort Lee
Unitas Group; 854 Washington Avenue, Washington Township
Yuhan Mechanical Corp.; 108 S. Front Street, Bergenfield

Mamoun's Falafel Ribbon Cutting

Dinner Cruise - May 22nd

Girl’s Nite Out
April 11th

Fort lee Fashion Show - May 12th

2018 Memorial Day
Parade

Golf Outing - June 6th

JULY 19th - 6-8 pm
FREE to all Members

Tallman Pool & Beach Club

2 Tallman Mountain Road • Sparkill, NY

www.frtleechamber.com/BBQ
Special Thanks to our Sponsor:

