Connections
Pictured above from the Annual Chamber of Commerce Dinner
is, Fremont Chamber Board of Directors President Shari Paulson
along with Dorcas Mortland Award winner Carla Roberts; Outgoing
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chamber board member, Carla Burmeister; and board member, Julie
Sanders with Entrepreneur Recognition award winners Matt and Katie
Nieboer of Nieboer Electric.

105th Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner
The Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce held their 105th Annual Dinner
Meeting on Tuesday, March 10th in the
Black Box at the Dogwood Center. Our
Chamber members and their guests attended this yearly event. The evening
started with a social hour that featured
craft brews tasteful wines and then a
buffet dinner prepared by Moon Dance
Café of Fremont.
The Annual Dinner is a chance for
the Chamber to honor local business
owners and organizations for their 2019
involvement in the Fremont community.
Guest speaker for the evening was John
Bultema III, Lafayette Life Insurance
Company, President and Chief Executive Officer. John gave the attendees a
fun yet informative presentation about
the recent merger of Gerber Life with
Western and Southern as well as a little
backstory about himself.
Each year the FACC honors their
Chamber members with annual awards.
These awards are: the Community Action, the Dorcus Mortland, Entrepreneur
Recognition, Chamber Honor Roll, and
Volunteer of the Year.
The Community Action Award is considered the chamber’s most prestigious
award. Criteria for this award are based
on the chamber member that has been
actively involved in the business community during the current award year.
These contributions are based on services that have been outside of, or in
addition to, the normal expectations of
the individual’s occupation; and it should
have been made voluntarily.
The 2019 Community Action Award
is given to a worthy individual whose
contributions go above and beyond the
normal expectations of the day to day
job. This year we are honoring Patricia
Carpenters contributions to the Community
From being on the Fremont Public

School Board to donating items out of
her store to individuals, she tries to help
the community in any way that she can.
She began her journey with the Fremont Chamber in 2018 on the National
Baby Food Festival Committee as the
NBFF Farm and Flea market chairperson and then later was asked to serve
on the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, and of course
she said yes.
Currently when you drop off your
items at her auction barn and mention
Fremont athletics or music program, all
the proceeds from your items will be given to the program of your choosing. We
certainly hope to see this grow and help
our students!
If you cannot find her downtown at her
business Hidden Treasures, you can locate her either at an estate sale she is
running, or her new auction barn located at 5 Mile corner, west of Fremont.
The Dorcas Mortland Award went to
Carla Roberts, of The Fremont Area
Community Foundation. Carla Roberts
is President and CEO of Fremont Area
Community Foundation. She has held
this position since March of 2011. Carla’s career in philanthropy spans over
two decades. Her prior position as Vice
President of Affiliates at Arizona Community Foundation allowed her to bring
significant knowledge of working in rural
communities to Newaygo County.
The Community Foundation board of
trustees and previous CEO had already
planted seeds for strategic change
when Carla was hired. Carla built upon
this work and was instrumental in guiding the Community Foundation to more
strategic impact to meet the organization’s mission: to improve the quality of
life in Newaygo County.
Some accomplishments of Fremont
Area Community Foundation under her
leadership are:

• Became the first community
foundation
to
embrace
Lumina
Foundation’s Goal 2025, which is to
reach 60% post-secondary achievement
by the year 2025
• Partnered to establish WE CAN
Newaygo County, our local college and
career access network
• Created Kickstart to Career Newaygo
County, a children’s savings account
program
• Assisted in establishing a local
Business Resource Network, a tool
for companies to leverage resources
to ensure their employees’ personal
needs are met and improving workplace
engagement

• Established a partnership with
Northern Initiatives to start a loan
program for small businesses and local
entrepreneurs
•
Strengthened
the
nonprofit
organizations in this region by proving
technical assistance and other training
resources to increase their health and
capacity to fulfill their missions
• Partnered to establish the Circles
Newaygo County program which builds
community to end poverty
• Enhanced support to the Community
Foundation’s affiliates funds in Lake,
Mecosta and Osceola counties

Thursday, June 11th, 2020, is the
kick-off to the Summer Concert Series
season. The Summer Concert Series
runs from June 11th through July 30th,
with the week of National Baby Food
Festival being the only exception.
The Thursday night concerts, which
are free to the public, are a favorite
among the residents of Fremont and
surrounding towns. The concerts are
held at the amphitheater in Veterans
Memorial Park and begin at 7:00 pm.
In the event of inclement weather, the
concerts are moved to the gymnasium
at Pathfinder Elementary School. Make
sure you come down early so you can
enjoy something to eat, at minimal cost.
Food is provided every week by one of
the different non-profits from the area.
The committee is currently working
on booking entertainment to fill this

year’s season! The lineup will be sure
to offer a variety of music, it will feature
something for everyone to enjoy this
summer. Our first Concert to kick off the
Summer Concert Series will be a community favorite, The Braunschweiger
Blues Band.
These free concerts are made possible by the generous donations from
Nestle Nutrition/Gerber Products
Company, Gerber Life Insurance as
well as numerous other Fremont Area
Chamber of Commerce members and
the media sponsors, Times Indicator
and Hi-Lites Shoppers Guide. There
are openings available for sponsorship. If you and/or your company are
interested in sponsoring any of our
dates for the season, please contact the
Chamber office at 924-0770, or email
info@fremontcommerce.com

Continued on page 12

Summer Concert Series
starts Thursday, June 11
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Executive Director’s Report

What a difference a month makes?
What a difference a month has made
for all of us Americans? Going from
being aware of the COVID-19 to having
schools shut down, citizens in our community purchasing and accumulating
needed products, to Governor Whitmer’s executive order to “stay home,
stay healthy”. The craziness being
called a new normal, I am not sure that
we are ready to accept this as the new
norm!
By nature, humans are social beings.
We are social animals. We want to be
in the company of friends and family,
sharing daily events and goings on in
our lives. Meet and have dinner, talk
about the particulars of our lives: what
we did for the weekend, our workday,
etc. as much as we do about the big
things in our lives. However, if we can
take this one day at a time and follow
the protocol for the next three (3) to
four (4 weeks) we will get through this
together!
The Chamber staff is working to
provide the most updated information
on the COVID-19 to our community and
provide business help resources to our
local business owners. The challenges
may seem daunting to some, but remember we are all in this together, we
will overcome this together! Many of
our small local retailers and businesses
are just starting to feel the effects from
the virus, we don’t want you to panic!
Here are some survival tips for businesses that we found!
Business Survival Tips:
1.) Assess your business situation

- Take stock. Determine what really
and local/state government design
needs to be done right now. Sit down
programs for those businesses that
and give yourself time to plan for what
qualify. Check the website for the SBA
is happening. Get
for coronavirus (COVID-19)
creative. This is not the
disaster assistance at www.sbc.
time to just throw your
gov for more information.
hands up. Look at the
5.) Be Strategic About Cutting
situation and DEAL with
Costs - Stay lean and mean.
making things work for
Being lean may be an asset in
the positive!
recovering more quickly. Re2.) Stay calm – we
duce payroll. Think about other
know this is hard to do
costs you could reduce or elimunder these circuminate to avoid business failure.
stances. Be calm and
Monitor cash flow daily. Reduce
realistic as you are
your overhead costs and hold.
looking at your business.
6.) Continue to market your
Focus on the basics and
business. Now is the time you
KAREN BAIRD
the part that you have
need to market your business
control over. Now is the time to look for
more than ever! It reassures your
new ways of doing business. Suggescustomers that you are still here to
tions of using more social media, do
serve their needs. This can also help
you have a presence on Google, how is you reach new markets and customers
your website?
to help sustain your business. Check
3.) Reach out to experts for help
to make sure you are still meeting the
- Contact local resources such as
needs of your consumers. Check to see
Small Business Development Centers
if you need to adjust your product or
(SBDC), your local accountant or finan- service to meet the changing demand
cial advisors, attorneys, and SCORE
of our economy.
counselors in our area. Some of these
7.) Look for Low-Cost Marketing
organizations provide free assistance
Techniques – more than ever you
for businesses. Advisors are experineed to still promote your business, so
enced helping small businesses solve
people know that your doors are still
problems. Their staff stays on top of
open! Do you have a website? Is your
resources and developments that will
website up to date? Set up your busihelp their communities.
ness profile or page on social media
4.) Local funding is available – The
sites such as LinkedIn, Facebook, and
Small Business Association (SBA) and
Instagram, Are you a member of the
others are offering special programs.
Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce?
Some economic development offices
(The FACC website is a great way to

From the President’s Pen
Work from home. Self-quarantine.
Canceled sporting events. Social
distancing may help mitigate
the coronavirus crisis, but it is
threatening our small businesses.
The drop in foot traffic and a
reluctance to go out will leave shops
and restaurants empty.
While federal, state and local
governments will need to step in
with financial help and other policy
measures, there also are some small
ways that individuals, if they have the
means, can help their favorite small
businesses stay afloat through the
crisis.
Buy gift cards. Purchasing a gift
card to your favorite shop, theater or
restaurant is an immediate way to put
cash into the business.
Shop local – online and offline
where possible
Many of our local eateries that

haven’t
previously
done so are
now offering
delivery/
takeout.
Please take
advantage of
these services
to keep our
businesses
going until
Shari Paulsen
normal
business can
resume.
If possible, be a little extra
generous on tips for restaurant staff
preparing your take-out and for those
delivering your order.
It takes all of us doing our part to
keep our community thriving and our
businesses going.

Chamber News Credits
Prepared & Edited by:

Fremont Area Chamber Office Staff
Published in cooperation with:
TimesIndicator

spread the word for your business as
part of your membership. You can post
sales, hot deals, job openings plus it
links to your website for on-line visitors. The FACC website is your 24/7
advertising avenue). There are many
avenues that you can reach your target
audience without spending a fortune.
Look at other businesses and see what
marketing they are using. Review strategies that work for other businesses
and put them to work for your company.
Pay attention to email marketing. It is
one of the most cost-effective strategies for getting prospects and customers to remember and buy from you.
Facebook advertising is inexpensive,
and you can pick your target audience
(if you have questions on Facebook
advertising, the chamber staff can help
answer some questions. We have
used this for our events and have had
success with it. Contact us at info@
fremontcommerce.com and Brandon
can assist you).
8.) Get your business cards into
everyone’s hand! Ask your customers,
friends and family to help spread the
word about your business. Give them
some of your cards to hand out to their
friends.
Now is the time for us to all remember to shop local! Support our small
retail businesses, local restaurants
and eateries, gas stations and grocery
stores. With everyone working together, we will get through this! Lend a
hand to your fellow neighbors, send a
positive message, go the extra to help

IRS extends tax filing
deadline to July 15
regardless of amount owed
The Treasury Department and IRS
announced that the federal income tax
filing due date is automatically extended
from April 15, 2020, to July 15, 2020.
Taxpayers can also defer federal income tax payments due on April 15,
2020, to July 15, 2020, without penalties
and interest, regardless of the amount
owed. This deferment applies to all
taxpayers, including individuals, trusts
and estates, corporations and other
non-corporate tax filers as well as those
who pay self-employment tax.
Taxpayers do not need to file any additional forms or call the IRS to qualify
for this automatic federal tax filing and
payment relief. Individual taxpayers who
need additional time to file beyond the
July 15 deadline, can request a filing
extension by filing Form 4868 through
their tax professional, tax software or
using the Free File link on IRS.gov.
Businesses who need additional time
must file Form 7004.
The IRS urges taxpayers who are
due a refund to file as soon as possible.

Most tax refunds are still being issued
within 21 days.
“Even with the filing deadline extended, we urge taxpayers who are owed
refunds to file as soon as possible and
file electronically,” said IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig. “Filing electronically with direct deposit is the quickest
way to get refunds. Although we are
curtailing some operations during this
period, the IRS is continuing with mission-critical operations to support the
nation, and that includes accepting tax
returns and sending refunds. As a federal agency vital to the overall operations
of our country, we ask for your personal
support, your understanding – and your
patience. I’m incredibly proud of our
employees as we navigate through numerous different challenges in this very
rapidly changing environment.”
The IRS will continue to monitor issues related to the COVID-19 virus, and
updated information will be posted on a
special coronavirus page on www.IRS.
gov
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Thank you to our many dedicated Volunteers!
The heart of a volunteer is never measured in size, but by the depth of the
commitment to make a difference in the
lives of others. – DeAnn Hollis
In the United States, April is National Volunteer Month—a month that is
dedicated to recognizing the importance
of volunteering and honoring the significant contributions volunteers make by
generously donating their time and talents to worthy causes.
With busy lives, sometimes it can be
hard to find time to volunteer and help
others. The benefits that you receive
from volunteering can be enormous.
Volunteering can offer vital help to people in need, worthwhile causes, and
your community, but the benefits can
be even greater for you, the volunteer.
Finding the right match for volunteering
can help you meet new friends, connect
with your community, learn a new skill,
and even advance your career.
Giving to others can also help your
mental and physical health. It can reduce stress, combat depression, keep
you mentally stimulated, and provide a
sense of purpose. While it’s true that the
more you volunteer, the more benefits
you’ll experience, volunteering doesn’t
have to involve a long-term commitment or take a huge amount of time out
of your busy day. Giving in even simple
ways can help those in need and improve your health and happiness.
Here are a few reasons for volunteering:
1.) Improve your social life – you can
meet new people! This allows you to
connect with people who share the
same passion and interest as you.
2.) Develop new skills and knowledge
– this is a great way to learn some new
skills and gain knowledge. Think of this
as a free training session.
3.) Get to know your community – get
engaged in your community culture by
volunteering your time at one of our
local organizations. This allows you to
stay on top of pertinent topics in your
community.

4.) Improve your resume – when volunteering you can learn new skills and
meet interesting people. This may even
give you the opportunity of a new career.
5.) Volunteering brings fun and fulfilment to your like.
6.) Volunteering is good for your body
and soul. Volunteering counteracts effects of stress, anger, and anxiety as
well as combats depression!
When you are giving your time to help,
you want to make sure that you are getting the most out of your volunteering
experience. You’re donating valuable
time, so it’s important that you enjoy and
benefit from your volunteering.
To make sure that your volunteer position is a good fit:
1.) Ask questions. Make sure that the
experience is right for your skills, goals,
and the time. It is ok to ask what you
will be doing, do you need any specialized training, who else will you be volunteering with and who would answer
any questions you may have while volunteering.
2.) What is expected. You should be
comfortable with the organization and
understand the time involved. Don’t over
commit yourself, start your volunteering
with small time commitments and then
increase as you are comfortable with
the organization. Give yourself some
flexibility to change your focus if needed.
3.) Don’t be afraid to make a change.
Don’t feel forced into volunteering in role
that you are not comfortable with. Talk
to the organization about other options
where your skills would be beneficial or
look for a different organization that’s a
better fit.
4.) Enjoy yourself. Your best experiences volunteering will benefit both
the organization and you. If you’re not
enjoying yourself, ask yourself why. Is it
the tasks you’re performing? The people
you’re working with. Or are you uncomfortable simply because the situation is
new and unfamiliar? Pinpointing what’s
bothering you can help you decide if volunteering is for you.

As the Fremont Area Chamber of
Commerce plans their annual events
and functions for the upcoming months,
one of the most important items on every event’s checklist is “volunteers”. We
know the importance of volunteers in
the success of the community happenings.
The success of our events is supported by the generosity of over 100 volunteers who willingly share their time
and talents. Throughout 2019, volunteers have provided over 7,500 hours
of service to support the mission of the
Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce.
These numbers are a direct reflection of
the wonderful individuals that live and

work within the community we serve.
If you would like to volunteer for one
of the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce’s upcoming events please feel
free to contact the chamber office by
email
info@fremontcommerce.com,
(231) 924-0770 or on our Facebook
page, Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce. Come join the fun!
The Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce appreciates all the members of
our community that give of their time
and talents for the events that the Chamber host throughout the year. Without
the assistance of these individuals our
events would not be possible.

Jennifer Scott, DC
119 N. Stone Rd., Fremont, MI 49412
www.semlowchiropracticcenter.com

Call today to schedule appointment 231-924-2590

www.whiteagency.com
Fremont • Grant • (800) 924-3002
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for where you are,
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for where you are,

Any Service

where you are,

for where you’re going.
for where you’re going.

New/Used Cars & Trucks • Sales & Leasing
for where you’re going.
www.freedomgm.com

l i g h t h o u s e g r o u p. n e t

7052 W. 48th St., Fremont • (231)924-0600

l i g h t h o u s e g r o u p. n e t

l i g h t h o u s e g r o u p. n e t

Since 1958

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS
Commercial-Residential-Industrial-Agricultural
Generator Sales and Installation
Electric Motor Sales & Service

502 E. Main, Fremont -- 924-0960

Hidden Treasures
of Fremont

14 E. Main St., Downtown Fremont • 231-335-2419

Centered on you.
• Feed• Seed• Fertilizer - EvErything For thE Farm 540 W. Main St., Fremont, MI 49412
Phone: (231) 924-3851 Fax: (231) 924-0121

RESALE • CANDY • TREATS
MICHIGAN PRODUCTS • ANTIQUES
CLOTHING • BALLOONS
VINTAGE HOLIDAY • FURNITURE
RESTORED & UP-CYCLED ITEMS
ESTATE SALES & MUCH MORE

SURROUND YOURSELF WITH ART
• KIDS & ADULT CLASSES
• MONTHLY EXHIBITS
• LOCAL ARTIST MARKET

13 E. Main, Fremont • 231.924.4022 • www.ncca-artsplace.org

1013
Main,Main,
Fremont
1042W.West
Fremont
US-10, Ludington
(A.J.’s Fun Park)
924-6260

Load Your Own

Newaygo County's Newspaper
Published Wednesdays

44 W. Main Street • P.O. Box 7
Fremont, MI 49412
Telephone: (231) 924-4400 • Fax (231) 924-4066
tinews@comcast.net
tiadvertising@comcast.net

(231) 924-6260
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Your

• SPECIALTY STUDIOS
• GROUP PROGRAMS
• POTTERY PLACE

off GREEN TAGS

WANTED:
WANTED:
Donations
of
furniture,
Donations of appliances,
appliances, furniture,
Donate
. Shop
. Volunteer
construction
andother
other WweWe
construction materials
materials and
will bilel be
gently
used
materials.
cslo
gently
used materials.
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Discount
Home
Improvement
Store
edsed

200 off

$

Dine In or Take Out

16” Regular
Priced Pizza

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10am-10pm, Fri. 10am-11pm
Sat. 11am-11pm, Sun. 3pm-10pm

Dine-In or
Take-Out

Coupon valid thru
Dec. 29, 2019

WINTER HOURS: MON. - THURS. 10AM - 9PM
FRI. & SAT. 10AM - 10PM • SUN. 11AM - 8PM

Mark Your Calendars!

JuJlyu4ly 4 &
& 5. 5.

PRINTING & COPY SERVICES
Design • Imaging • Bindery & Mailing Services
Rubber Stamps • Lamination
Graduation & Wedding Invitaions & Announcements

1212 Locust Ave., Fremont, MI 49412
Ph: 231.924.0630 • 800.482.5262 • Fax: 231.924.5580
www.hi-lites.com

Donate • Shop • Volunteer

5484 S. Warner, Fremont • 924-0350

5484
S. Warner,
Fremont
• 924-0350
Open S.
Wed.-Fri.
10 am-6Fremont
pm; Sat. 10
am-4 pm
5983
Warner,
Open Wed.-Fri.
10 am-6
pm; Sat.•10924-0350
am-4 pm

Open: Tues., Wed., & Fri. 9am - 4pm; Sat. 9am - 12pm

2020 Fair Days Will
Be Held August 8 - 13
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2020 Fremont Farmers
Market opens June 27th!
The Fremont Farmers Market announced that they will be starting the
market season on Saturday, June 27 at
8 am under the Fremont Market Place
pavilion. The pavilion is located at the
corner of Division Avenue and Dayton
Street, one block north of Main Street,
downtown Fremont.
The Fremont Farmers Market will be
open every Saturday between June
27th and October 3rd this year. This includes the week of the National Baby
Food Festival (July 22nd -25th) as well
as the weekend of the Fremont Harvest
Festival (October1st, 2nd, & 3rd).
Stop by the Fremont Market Place
pavilion on Saturdays from 8:00 to 1:00
and see what Newaygo County has to
offer! This year we will see fresh fruits
and vegetables, plants, honey, cheese,
eggs, meats, flowers, baked goods and
crafts made from nature to name a few.
Don’t be afraid to stop and ask questions, vendors are always interested in
talking about their goods.
Fremont Farmers Market will offer the
service of the public using their bridge
cards at this year’s market. The Fremont Farmers Market is working with
TrueNorth Community Services and
Double Up Food Bucks Michigan to provide fresh fruits and vegetables to families receiving food assistance benefits.
Bridge Card users can get a dollar-to-dollar match to buy produce at the

Fremont and Newaygo markets through
the partnership.
To receive Double Up Food Bucks
with Bridge Cards, participants must
stop by the TrueNorth Food Pantry at
the TrueNorth Service Center, 6308
S. Warner Avenue in Fremont. Bridge
Cards are processed by TrueNorth staff
on weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
with recipients receiving receive $1 of
Double Up Food Bucks for every dollar
spent on market tokens to buy produce
at the Fremont market.
Applications for vendors to sell at the
Fremont Market are now available at the
Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce
office, 7 E. Main Street, downtown Fremont. There are both daily and seasonal rates for vendors. If you have fresh
grown Michigan produce or other items
to sell at the market and have questions, call the Fremont Area Chamber of
Commerce, (231) 924-0770.
Fremont has one of the nicest marketplaces in West Michigan with a great
facility, good food and friendly faces. We
also have clean public restrooms right
next to the market for your convenience.
For more information for the 2020 Fremont Farmers Market, visit the Fremont
Area Chamber website at www.fremontcommerce.com. Find us on Facebook
and like our page. Put healthier food on
the table for your family by visiting the
market this summer!

NBFF Arts and Craft
Show Saturday, July 18!
Join us for the 2020 National Baby
Food Festival Arts & Crafts Show. This
show will be held on Saturday, July 18th,
from 10am till 4pm at Veterans Memorial Park, downtown Fremont.
Organizers say that attendees will
find many unique handmade gifts and
crafts. A few of the vendors that have
already registered are: hand crafted
jewelry, ceramics, Victorian-Shabby
Chic items, aprons, clothing for American Girl dolls, quilted items, and Michigan themed shirts are just a few of the
booths that you will find at the show. Organizers look to find unique handmade
craft items to offer our shoppers a wide

variety of items.
Visitors at the Art & Crafts Show are
invited to have lunch while you are
shopping. We will offer different food
vendors with a variety of food for everyone to enjoy.
There are a few vendor booth spaces
left, if you are interested in being a vendor for this year’s show, contact the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce for
more information! Visit www.fremontcommerce.com to register online.
Come shop for unique crafts and enjoy some great food at the NBFF Arts &
Crafts Show on Saturday July 18th! We
look forward to seeing you there!

ExpEriEncE • DEDication
Pam Schwallier
REALTOR®
Residential & Commercial

Serving the West Michigan Community

616.490.4630
1100 4 Mile Rd NW, Suite D
Grand Rapids, MI 49544
Email: queen100@iserv.net
www.GreatLakesSignatureProperties.com

Visit

www.fremontcommerce.com
for more information on the Fremont area

CRANDELL
FUNERAL HOMES
Fremont Chapel
7193 W. 48th Street, P.O. Box 148
Fremont, MI 49412

4 Generations of
the Crandell Family
serving you and your
family since 1902.

231.924.0800
www.crandellfh.com
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Support local Chamber members...

Continuing our plan to list a portion of our membership with each
“Connections” issue, this edition features members from: Construction
Contractors, Appliances, Carpet/Floor
Covering, Communication Contractors,
Concrete/Asphalt Contractors, Drinking
Water, Electric Contractors, Equipment
Rental, Excavating, Glass, Landscaping/
Irrigation, Lighting, Lumber, Nurseries,
Fencing, Furniture, Paint/Painters/
Wallpaper,
Plumbing/Heating/Air
Conditioning, Real Estate Appraisers,
Roofing, Waste Management, and
Windows/Window Replacements.
As you make future plans to build,
remodel or upgrade your home, consider using the services of these fine
businesses. Always shop Chamber
Members first for services and products. Chamber of Commerce Business
Members support the community’s economic health and vitality. Go to www.
fremontcommerce.com for a current
listing of all member businesses. Why
would you shop anywhere else?
Cleaning Services
Gingerly Clean, Inc.
701 W. Main Street, Suite 6
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-9904
Fax: (231) 924-9232
E-mail: fischer_ginger@yahoo.com
Internet: www.gingerlyclean.com
Servpro of Big Rapids/Fremont
5253 W. River Court NE
Comstock Park, MI 49321
(231) 796-2342
E-mail: Servpro.stevesmith@gmail.com
Internet: servprobigrapidsfremont.com
Concrete/Asphalt Contractors &
Sealers
Ravenna Sealcoating of Fremont
1117 Baldwin Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 225-4196
Fax: (231) 225-4197
E-mail: trapman@riverview.net
Construction Contractors/Tile
Installers/Window Replacement

Kauffman Construction, Inc.
126 West 64th Street
Newaygo, MI 49337
(231) 652-3921
Fax: (231) 652-3921
E-mail: kauffmanconstrct@sbcglobal.
net
Internet: www.kauffmanconstructioninc.
com
Postema Builders
5442 South Luce Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0098
E-mail: allenpostema@hotmail.com
Internet: www.postemabuilders.com
Smith & Sons Building & Remodeling
Inc.
3930 E. Apple Ave.
Muskegon, MI 49442
(231) 773-2118
E-mail: smithson_inc@yahoo.com
Internet: www.smithandsonbuilding.
com
VanDenBerg Ceramic Tile
6085 24th St.
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-6066
E-mail: tileguy@ncats.net

West Michigan Roofing
18450 171st
Spring Lake, MI 49456
(616) 846-1536
Fax: (616) 846-1184
E-mail: office@westmichiganroofing.
com
Internet: www.westmichiganroofing.
com

Pell’s Farm Service
9542 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2510, (800) 924-2518
Fax: (231) 924-5043
Reeman Farm Equipment Inc.
7180 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2570, (800) 215-5100
Fax: (231) 924-0644
Excavating
Rick’s Trucking & Excavating
5589 South Maple Island Road
Hesperia, MI 49421
(231) 854-1681
Fax: (231) 854-1779
Furniture

The Bedroom Center
1244 West Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-6510
Fax: (231) 924-6087
Email: thebedroomcenter@gmail.com
Countryview Furniture
4842 S. Maple Island Rd
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-9422
Fax: (231) 924-9423
Glass
Bruce’s Glass Shop
103 South Stone Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3752
Fax: (231) 924-4384
E-mail: brucesglass@sbcglobal.com

Drinking Water/Filters

Landscaping/Lawncare

Ensing’s WaterCare Service
535 East Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2310
Fax: (231) 924-9460

Christian Brothers Outdoor Services
8680 W. 60th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(248) 770-2312
E-mail: jay.c.sackett@gmail.com
Internet: www.christinabroslawns.com

Kohley’s Ecowater & Superior
Propane
7671 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(800) 686-3224
Fax: (231) 733-1848

Ulnar Lawn Care
7315 W. Lake Drive
Fremont, MI 49412
(231)719-5150
Email: ulnarlawncare@gmail.com
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Paint/Painters/Wallpaper
Fremont Ace Hardware
105 N. Stone Road
Fremont MI 49412
(231) 924-9801
Fax: (231) 924-9805
E-mail: f.hardwareinc@comcast.net
Paul Mellema Painting
6376 Pat Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 629-2363
E-mail: pmellema49@hotmail.com
Air Conditioning/Duct Cleaning/
Heating/ Plumbing
Deters Heating & Cooling Co.
675 East Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3430
Newaygo Plumbing LLC
2511 E. 132nd St.
Grant, MI 49327
(231) 672-0563
E-mail: newaygo.plumbing@gmail.com
Internet: www.newaygoplumbing.com
Paulsen Heating & Cooling, Inc.
221 North Merchant Ave
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3783
Fax: (231) 924-9380
Rob Scholtens Plumbing & Heating
34 E. Main St.
Fremont MI 49412
(616) 636-8820
E-mail: office@robscholtens.com
Internet: www.robscholtens.com
Roofing
D&D Roofing 4G LLC
10507 Maple Island Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-7008
Fax: (231) 924-7157
E-mail: danddroofing@arialink.com
Internet: www.ddroofing4g.com
Waste Management
Countryside Septic Tank Service Inc.
6617 W. 64th St.
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-8994
Email: countrysideseptic@comcast.net
Internet: www.countrysidesepticmi.com

Anderson’s Home Work, Inc.
1698 S. Warner Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-4138
E-mail: andersons.homework@gmail.
com
Internet: www.andersonshomework.
com

Electric Contractors

D&D Roofing 4G LLC
10507 Maple Island Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-7008
Fax: (231) 924-7157
E-mail: danddroofing@arialink.com
Internet: www.ddroofing4g.com

Nieboer Electric
502 East Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0960
Fax: (231) 924-0969
E-mail: nieboerelectric@sbcglobal.net
Internet: www.nieboerelectric.com

Dewey Builders, Inc.
3016 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0399

Builders First Source
11850 Maple Island Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3250
Fax: (231) 924-4096
E-mail: joseph.vandermolen@probuild.
com
Internet: www.probuild.com

Equipment Rental

Metal Sales

Fremont Rent-All
502 West Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-4980
Fax: (231) 924-5568

KD Metal Sales
10507 Maple Island Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-7157
E-mail: Kdmetalsales@gmailcom

Local Hero Inflatable Games
1507 Whitehall Road
Muskegon, MI 49445
(231) 744-0259
Fax: (231) 719-1122
Email: horan714@yahoo.com
Internet:
www.localheroinflatablegames.com

Nursery Plants/Supplies

Kerkstra Portable Restroom Service,
Inc.
PO Box 284
Hudsonville, MI 49426
(888) 320-9992
Fax: (616) 662-2678
E-mail: kerkstraservices@yahoo.com
Internet: www.kerkstraservices.com

Mellema Nursery LLC
5428 West 64th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-5106
Fax: (231) 924-8936
E-mail: mellemam@ncats.net

Republic Services
21545 Cannonsville Road
Pierson, MI 49339
(800) 233-0156
Fax: (616) 669-2995
Internet: www.republicservices.com

E&L Roof Solutions LLC
4304 South Ferris Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3467
E-mail: elconstruction3467@gmail.com
Elite Gutters, LLC
1308 S. Dickinson Ave.
Fremont, MI 49412
(231)233-6269
Email: David.leflerjr@gmail.com

Brant Electric, LLC
708 Mulder Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 928-6087
Fax: (231) 928-6088
E-mail: rbrantelectric@gmail.com

Weed Man Muskegon
5215 Industrial Park Dr.
Montague, MI 49437
(231) 894-5988
E-mail: muskegon@weedmanusa.com
Internet: www.weedmanusa.com
Lumber

Fremont Regional Digester
1634 Locust St.
Fremont MI, 49412
(646)431-1907
Email: info@fremontdigester.com
Internet: www.fremontdigester.com
Jons to Go Restrooms
2675 East Sternberg
Muskegon, MI 49444
(231) 865-6918
Fax: (231) 865-6264
E-mail: tryan@caribouservices.com
Internet: www.jonstogo.com
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The best gift for moms,
graduates,teachers, brides
and dads on your list!

As spring approaches we all have the
numerous celebrations that we will be
invited too! With that comes the toughest question, what is the best gift idea
that will be sure to please your Moms,
graduates, teachers, brides, and Dads
or hard to buy for family members? The
Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce
has a very simple answer that fits practically any situation and that is Fun Cash.
Fun Cash is a gift certificate to 46
Fremont area businesses and allows
the recipient the freedom to decide exactly where they would like to splurge.
The certificates are good for a full year
and can be used to purchase everything
from clothing, electrical work, firearms
training, family footwear, jewelry, flowers, gifts, office supplies, electronics
and video rentals, restaurants, educational, health and legal services, recreation, printing, automotive services and
home & garden supplies and more.
Fun Cash is available year around at
the Chamber office in denominations of
$5, $10 and $ 20. The convenience of
using them in area stores, restaurants
and other businesses truly makes them
the perfect gift for every occasion. While
your recipient is having fun spending
their “cash” on a gift that they can use
and will really like, you will know that
your gift has an extra added value. Everyone knows that shopping locally
helps strengthen our area businesses,
and using Fun Cash also helps support
the many programs of the Fremont Area
Chamber of Commerce.
If you would like to purchase certificates, just call or stop by the Chamber
office, 924-0770.
Art/Music
The ArtsPlace
Asphalt Covering
Ravenna Sealcoating of Fremont
Attorneys
David M. Byrne
Murphy, Caris & Miller

Automotive
Bruce’s Glass Shop/American Truck
Accessories
Miles Automotive/Miles XPress
Rent- A-Car
Tire Wholesalers
Jerrys Towing
Cards/Gifts/Flowers/Candy/Ice
Cream
Elsie’s Ice Cream Station
The Gift Shop at Spectrum Health
Gerber Memorial
Clothing/Shoes
Glik’s
Goodwill Industries
Education
Newaygo County Regional Educational
Service Agency

Gerber FCU presents check to museum

Electrical Contractor
Brant Electric

Gerber Federal Credit Union President/CEO John P. Buckley, Jr (left) presented
a check in the amount of $50,000 to the Newaygo County Museum and Heritage
Center Executive Director Steven Radtke (right) for its ‘Your History, Our Legacy’
capital campaign.
“Gerber Federal Credit Union is pleased to support the Newaygo County
Museum and Heritage Center,” said John Buckley. “The Museum is an essential
component to the education of Newaygo County residents.”
Gerber Federal Credit Union was founded here, and we’re focused on growing
here. We have two branches located in Fremont and one in Newaygo. Stop in
or visit www.gerberfcu.com to learn why Newaygo County trusts Gerber FCU as
their financial partner.

Funeral Homes
Crandell Funeral Homes, Inc.
Health/Beauty
Hands on Healing, Massage & Spa
Treatment
Tamarac, Center for Well Being
CBD Store
We Love Nutrition
Home & Garden
Countryview Furniture
Ensing’s Watercare
Mellema Nursery
Ceres Solutions Co-Op
Jewelry
Liberty Jewelers
Lodging
The Harrington Inn
Medical Care – Home Bound
Services
Airway Oxygen
Office Furniture/Supplies
Integrity Business Solutions
Printing & Publication
Hi-Lites Graphics
TimesIndicator

Chamber
Handshake

We are pleased to introduce 2 new members of the Fremont
Area Chamber of Commerce. We would like to welcome the
following companies who have recently joined the Fremont
Area Chamber, an organization whose programs help build
a better community by building better businesses. Please
consider them for your personal and professional needs.
COUNTRYSIDE SEPTIC
TANK SERVICES INC.
Mr. Andy Crawford
6617 W. 64th St.
Fremont, MI 49412
(231)924-8994
Email: countrysideseptic@
comcast.net
Internet: countrysidesepticmi.
com

FREMONT REGIONAL
DIGESTER
Ms. Janice Tran
1634 Locust St.
Fremont, MI 49412
(646)431-1907
Internet: http://fremontdigester.com/

Fremont City wide
Garage sales in May

Get ready for the City of Fremont’s
Annual Community Garage Sale event!
The second community garage/yard
sale will take place the second weekend in May (May 14th, 15th, and 16th)
and then the second event will happen
the second weekend in August (August13th, 14th, and 15th).
To participate, all you have to do is
stop by the Fremont City offices, 101 E.
Main Street, downtown Fremont. Register your name, address, and phone

number to be included on the list of other participants. All members will be listed in the Hi-Lites Shoppers Guide. The
Hi-Lites will feature an advertisement
and a map that will be in the weekly paper the Sunday before the sale dates.
To be included in the advertisements
you will need to register with the City
of Fremont by Monday, May 4th for the
May sales and by Monday, August 3rd
to be included in the August sales listings.
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What’s the Difference between
short- and long-term investing
As you go through life, you’ll have tivation: to end up with as much monmany financial goals. Fortunately, you ey as possible. And since you have so
don’t need to achieve them all at the many years until you need this money,
same time. But when you
you may be able to take on
have a mix of short- and
more risk than you could with
long-term goals, you will
the investments you counted
need to pursue some difon for your short-term needs.
ferent investment strategies
This isn’t to say you should
simultaneously.
be reckless, of course – you
Your short-term goals
still need to pay attention to
may depend somewhat on
your individual risk tolerance.
your stage in life. For exOverall, though, there’s a
ample, when you’re starting
big philosophical difference,
out with your career and
in terms of risk capacity, beyou’re beginning to raise a
tween investing for the long
family, you may well have a
term versus the short term.
goal of saving enough monWhen you’re saving for a longey for a down payment on
term goal such as retirement,
Lou Deleguardia
a home. Later on, though,
you may need to rely primarily
Edward Jones
you may decide you want to Financial Advisor, on your IRA and your 401(k)
travel the world for a year.
or similar employer-sponAAMS®
Because you know about
sored retirement plan. And
46 W. Sheridan St.,
how much money you’ll
within these accounts, you’ll
Fremont,
need, and when you’ll need
need a reasonable percent(231) 924-9600
it, you can choose the apage of growth-oriented investpropriate investments, with
ments. It’s true that growth inthese characteristics:
vestments are volatile, with sometimes
• Low risk – Above all else, you want sharp price declines. But in exchange,
the right amount of money to be there you have the opportunity for greater
when it’s time to use it. So, you’ll need growth potential.
low-risk, high-stability investments. You
Once you do retire, you’ll still have
won’t see much in the way of growth longterm goals. For one thing, even
from these types of investments, but during retirement, you’ll need your portyou also won’t be sweating every single folio to have some growth potential to
market downturn in fear of not reaching keep you ahead of inflation. And you’ll
your goal.
also need to address perhaps the lon• Liquidity – You won’t want to worry gest-term goal of all: leaving the type of
about trying to find a market for your legacy you desire for your loved ones.
investment when it’s time to sell it and
A financial professional can help you
then use the proceeds for your short- clarify and prioritize your short- and
term goal. That’s why you need to pick longterm goals, as well as assist you
shortterm vehicles that are highly liquid. in choosing the appropriate strategies
Now, moving on to longer-term goals, for helping meet these goals – wheththe situation can be quite a bit differ- er they’re three years or three decades
ent. Suppose, for instance, you’re sav- away.
This article was written by Edward Jones for
ing and investing for a retirement that
may be three or four decades away. For use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
this goal, you have one overriding mo-

NBFF Farm
& Flea
Market

Mark your calendars for the 2020 National Baby Food Festival Farm and Flea
Market!
The NBFF Farm and Flea Market will
be taking place on Thursday, July 23rd
and Friday, July 24th in downtown Fremont, 9 am to 4 pm.
This two-day event will transform
downtown Fremont, from Hidden Treasures down to the four way stop, into a
flea market.
Plan on stopping by to see what
unique goods, hidden treasures and
potential refurnishing products you can
find. When you are done shopping at
the Farm and Flea Market, you will want
to visit our local downtown merchants to
see what good finds they have!
The NBFF Farm and Flea Market is
stilling looking for vendors to participate
in this event. Vendors can apply online at
www.fremontcommerce.com!

Mark Your Calendars!
2020

Jingle Mingle
Arts & Craft Fair
Sat., Nov. 14
9am - 3pm

Fremont Middle School

POSTPONED
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2nd Annual National
Baby Food Festival
Pickleball Tournament
It’s the fastest growing sport in the
United States! Its Pickleball!
Back for the second year in a row, the
National Baby Food Festival and the
Newaygo County Pickleball Club will
be hosting a two -day pickleball tournament on Friday July 24th and July 25th.
Beginning Friday, the mixed brackets
of men and women teams will take to
the courts to get the tournament started.
Saturday will showcase the men’s and
women’s team brackets! This is sure to
be a tournament worth with visiting!
The pickleball tournament is held at
the Fremont Community Recreation
Authority Pickleball Courts. These are
at the corner of Maple Street and Darling Avenue. Bring your lawnchairs and

Fremont
library asks
for support
of millage
This August there will be a millage on
the ballot for the Fremont Area District
Library for those who live within the library’s service area. The millage will
be for 1.25 mils for 10 years to support
operating funds. The Fremont Area District Library currently has a millage of
1.5 mils in perpetuity which has been in
place for 20 years. The year 2000 may
not seem like that long ago, however at
that time the library was not purchasing
any e-books, e-audiobooks, e-magazines, or subscribing to the wonderful
digital resources that have since been
made available to the community. At
that time, the library was not even yet
purchasing DVDs.
If the millage passes, the library would
use the increase in funds to increase
the number of hours the library is open
to the public. In 2000 the library was
open 60 hours a week. Since then, to be
able to work within the budget responsibly, hours have been cut and the library
is currently open only 44 hours a week.
Funds generated by the millage would
also go toward replacing and updating
badly outdated technology and computers. Computers are becoming increasingly more important in our society and
often people cannot even apply for jobs
unless they do it on-line. Patrons would
also notice an increase in resources, including both physical and digital books
and materials, as well as an increase
in programs with more money allocated for presenters and the purchase of
program supplies. Protecting your community investment in the library is important, and the library would set aside
some of the millage income for building
maintenance and improvements.

watch the hottest sport in the world being played right here during the National
Baby Food Festival.
Pickleball is a paddleball sport that
combines elements of tennis, badminton, and table tennis. Two or four players use solid paddles made of wood or
composite materials to hit a perforated
polymer ball, with 26-40 round holes,
over a net.
Grab your partner and sign up on
www.pickleballtournaments.com today!

Chamber Board of Directors
A key ingredient in the effectiveness of the Fremont Area Chamber
of Commerce is the organization’s Board of Directors. The dedication
and leadership of these 10 volunteers is deeply appreciated by both the
membership and staff.

2020 Chamber Board of Directors
President Shari Paulsen (2022) - Paulsen Heating & Cooling
Vice President Patti Carpenter (2022) - Hidden Treasures of Fremont & More
Treasurer Ken Haggart (2021) - Fremont Public Schools
Julie Sanders (2020) - Michigan Works West Central
Tom Twigg (2020) - Wal-Mart SuperCenter
Marianne Boerigter (2021) - Newaygo County Council for the Arts
Chuck Clark (2021) - Freedom Chevrolet
Rob Pope (2021) - Newaygo Firearms Training Center & Range
Holly Cook (2022) - Gerber Life Insurance Co.
Pam Derks (2022) - Coldwell Banker Schmidt Realtors

Connections Supplement
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How to become a long-term investor
It’s fairly predictable pattern:
your investments, the less
When the stock market rises,
impact market volatility can
more people invest, but after
have on them.
a large-scale drop, many of
So, to reach that point
these same people head for
where the market’s ups and
the exits. But by staying out
downs have less of a cumuof the financial markets, and
lative impact on your holdonly putting their money in
ings, consider the following
“safe” vehicles that offer few or
actions:
no growth prospects, are they
• Only invest money you
really helping themselves?
won’t need for a long time.
Here’s the bottom line: If
If you can tell yourself that
you’re going to make progress
the money you are investtoward your long-term
ing today is money you
goals, you have to become
won’t really need for 20 or
Tina Wightman
a long-term investor. But how?
30 years, you’ll be better
Edward Jones
To begin with, you need to Financial Advisor, prepared, psychologically,
understand that long-term
to get through the down pe6908 W. 48th St,
investing involves accepting
riods of the financial marFremont,
inevitable short-term price
kets. And as long as you ar(231) 414-2627
swings. You may not like seeen’t overextending yourself
ing those sharp price drops,
financially in other parts of
but it will help your outlook greatly if you your life, you really shouldn’t need those
can keep them in perspective. Studies investment dollars for a very long time.
have shown that the longer you hold They should be earmarked for goals you

hope to achieve far into the future, such
as a comfortable retirement.
• Keep your focus on what is most important to you. If you can visualize your
long-term goals, you’ll find it easier to
keep working toward them. For example, if you are hoping to travel extensively when you retire, keep thinking about
what that might look like. You might even
research the countries you plan to visit,
even if these trips are far in the future.
Ultimately, if you know where you’re going and you’re determined to get there,
you’ll get past the bumps in the road.
• Don’t spend excessive time reviewing your investment statements. A bad
month or two can cause some noticeably negative numbers on your investment statements. But if you can discipline yourself to avoid spending too
much time dwelling on these figures,
you may feel less stress about investing
– and you may even be less tempted to

make short-term moves that could have
unfortunate long-term results. However,
if you do want to study your investment
statements, don’t just stop at the most
recent results. Instead, look for
trends that might tell a different story.
Has the number of shares you own in
various investments increased significantly over time? And over the past five
or 10 years, has your portfolio’s overall
performance been positive? By digging
a little deeper into your statements,
you might gain more confidence in the
course you’re following.
Short-term price drops are not pleasant to experience. However, you can
help yourself become a better long-term
investor by following the above suggestions, so put them to work soon – and
stick with them.
This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Why buy locally owned?
There are many well-documented
benefits to our communities and to each of
us to choosing local, independently owned
businesses. We realize it is not always
possible to buy what you need locally and
so merely ask you to Think Local FIRST!
Top Ten reasons to Think Local - Buy
Local - Be Local
1. Buy Local -- Support yourself: Several
studies have shown that when you buy
from an independent, locally owned
business, rather than a nationally owned
businesses, significantly more of your
money is used to make purchases from
other local businesses, service providers
and farms -- continuing to strengthen the
economic base of the community.
2. Support community groups: Nonprofit organizations receive an average
250% more support from smaller
business owners than they do from large
businesses.
3. Keep our community unique: Where
we shop, where we eat and have fun -- all
of it makes our community home. Our oneof-a-kind businesses are an integral part
of the distinctive character of this place.
Our tourism businesses also benefit.
“When people go on vacation they
generally seek out destinations that offer
them the sense of being someplace, not
just anyplace.” ~ Richard Moe, President,
National Historic Preservation Trust
4. Reduce environmental impact: Locally
owned businesses can make more local
purchases requiring less transportation
and generally set up shop in town or city
centers as opposed to developing on the
fringe. This generally means contributing
less to sprawl, congestion, habitat loss
and pollution.
5. Create more good jobs: Small local
businesses are the largest employer
nationally and in our community, provide
the most jobs to residents.
6. Get better service: Local businesses
often hire people with a better
understanding of the products they are
selling and take more time to get to know
customers.
7. Invest in community: Local
businesses are owned by people who live
in this community, are less likely to leave,
and are more invested in the community’s
future.
8. Put your taxes to good use: Local
businesses in town centers require
comparatively little infrastructure
investment and make more efficient use of

public services as compared to nationally
owned stores entering the community.
9. Buy what you want, not what
someone wants you to buy: A marketplace
of tens of thousands of small businesses
is the best way to ensure innovation and
low prices over the long-term. A multitude
of small businesses, each selecting
products based not on a national sales
plan but on their own interests and the
needs of their local customers, guarantees
a much broader range of product choices.
10. Encourage local prosperity: A
growing body of economic research shows
that in an increasingly homogenized
world, entrepreneurs and skilled workers
are more likely to invest and settle in
communities that preserve their one-of-akind businesses and distinctive character.
Think local first + Buy local when you
can = Being a local!

Local PRIDE
team members
chosen for national
performance group

$1.00
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White
Cloud
school
seeks bond
issue

Your local agent insures your

231-924-4000

David Landheer

dlandhe@fbinsmi.com
LandheerInsurance.com

104 S. Stewart, Fremont

Fremont, Michigan

Save 10-60% Off

on Golf

By R.C.Wheater Sr.

Day of Dance and Laughter

*See flyer for details

BOGO
SALE

Angela Essick Dykes (in yellow) led a class
in Laughter Yoga as part of Day of Dance,
Spectrum Health Gerber Memorial’s annual
celebration of healthy activity, on Saturday,
Feb. 27 at Newaygo Middle School. This year’s

Photos by R.C.Wheater Sr.

event, themed “The Power to Boogie,” featured
a variety of dance instruction, plus health
screenings and a variety of exhibits. Dykes encouraged her class to engage in a “laugh fight”
as part of her session.

*See sale flyer inside for details!

BIG

Spring

Hometown Store

Up To

SALE

25% OFF

RIDING MOWERS*
Ainsley Jahr and Sydnie Grinzinger of PRIDE of Newaygo County led a hip hop dance class (above), a young
couple participated in Stephanie Rau’s ballroom dance
class (left), and Mary Brennan taught Irish dance (below).

*See flyer for details

Cabela’s
SPRING

see sale
flyer inside

GREAT OUTDOOR DAYS%

Support Our Local
Schools...
Attend an area
boys district
basketball game.
See page 10
for Schedule

Continued on page 2

New chaplain provides pastoral
care for a badge-wearing flock
By R.C.Wheater Sr.

SnowBuddy
Contest
Contest open to EVERYONE including businesses!

Entry deadline March 18th

Be Creative! Win Prizes!

Some of the prizes include,
gift certificates to local restaurants
and businesses, and special events!
See page 9 for more information

On May 3, voters in the White
Cloud school district voters will be
asked to approve a $9.88 million bond
issue to fund technology and security
improvements at school facilities.
The January edition of the “Inside
White Cloud Schools” newsletter,
announcing the bond issue proposal,
stated that the school district’s fund
balance has improved recently and
that the school system was recently removed from the state’s budget
watch list after five years on the list.
“We’ve been operating behind the
8-ball for quite some time,” school
Superintendent Barry Seabrook said,
“and we’re going to need the voters’
help if we want to stay ahead of it.”
The superintendent said that, along
with allowing the school district to
make the technology and security upgrades, the bond issue proposal would
also provide opportunities to improve
the school system’s energy and operational efficiency.
Seabrook noted that the school
district made its last payment on a .4mill bond and refinanced $7.6 million
in bonds to save more than $615,000
through lower debt payments. The
proposed new bond issue would
increase the district’s millage rate by
1.25 mills for 15 years.
Bond issue proceeds are earmarked
for a variety of projects in various
school facilities, most of them dealing
with security and technology improvements.
“The biggest share of what we want
to do is involved with technology and
security,” Seabrook said. “It’s so im-

Jeff Murchison, the Newaygo County
Sheriff Department’s new chaplain, was
on his way to a meeting with Sheriff Pat
Hedlund and a local newspaper editor
when he saw the county’s Emergency
Response Team suiting-up for a search
warrant operation that had been organized within the last few minutes.
As the team members checked their
combat gear and boarded their specialized vehicle, Murchison stepped in to
offer just the sort of support that Sheriff
Hedlund envisioned when he asked Murchison to take the job.
“I got a chance to give out some blessings and some encouragement,” Murchison said with a smile. “I was glad God
brought me here to do that. I want to be
here to serve, to support these officers in

their important work.”
The sheriff reported later that the team
executed its search warrant operation
successfully, in coordination with drug
case investigators from the Central Michigan Enforcement Team, and that nobody
was injured.
“Our guys did a superb job like they
always so,” the sheriff reported, “so the
chaplain’s (and my) prayers were answered.”
Sheriff Hedlund and County Clerk
Andrew Robinson presided as Murchison, pastor of Glory of the Latter House
Church was sworn-in as chaplain. Murchison serves as an unpaid volunteer.
“We have not had a department chaplain for several years, and Jeff Murchison
is a welcome addition to the department.

I am very pleased to have him aboard.”
“He’s a very humble man,” the sheriff
added. “He’s a great fit here.”
Rev. Will VanderHoven was the department’s chaplain for 10 years. He died in
2004.
The Sheriff noted that Chaplain Murchison is a member of the American
Police Chaplains Association and will
attend the organization’s training program soon.
“This will help him have a better
insight into working with police and
corrections officers and the stressors they
face,” Hedlund said. “The chaplain is a
uniformed position whose role is to assist
staff and their families, assist the Victims
Services Bureau, to be present at certain

Continued on page 2
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Jeff Murchison is the
new chaplain for the
Newaygo County Sheriff
Department.
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Don’t play politics with your portfolio
You’re probably aware this is an
election year. During the next several
months, the candidates will discuss issues that should greatly interest you as
a citizen. But as an investor, how concerned should you be with the results
of the presidential and congressional
elections?
Maybe not as much as you might think.
At different times, the financial markets
have performed well and poorly under
different administrations and when different parties have controlled Congress.
And after all the votes are counted, outcomes in the investment markets can be
unpredictable. Consequently, you’ll be
helping yourself greatly by not making
big moves in your portfolio in anticipation of new legislation or political moves
down the line. Of course, that’s not to
say that nothing emerging from Washington could ever have an impact on
your investment decisions. For example,
if a future president and Congress decide to change the capital gains tax rate,
it could affect some of your choices,
such as which stocks and stock-based
mutual funds you should buy, and how
long you should hold them.
Overall, though, your investment results will ultimately depend on actions
you can take, including these:
• Making changes for the right reasons – While the results of an election
may not be a good reason to make
changes in your investment portfolio,
other factors can certainly lead you
to take steps in this direction. For one
thing, as you get closer to retirement,
you may want to shift some – though
certainly not all – of your investment dol-

Beware
stimulus
payment
scams
Michigan Attorney General Dana
Nessel is urging Michigan people to
be alert for criminals aiming to coerce
them out of their personal information
in a new federal stimulus payment
scam.
Scammers are trying to steal personal
information by using the news that the
federal government will send one-time
payments to millions of people across
the country.
The Michigan Department of
Attorney General has already received
reports that residents are getting
emails from websites appearing to be
official demanding that they provide
PayPal, bank account or other financial
information in order to receive $1,200
federal stimulus payments immediately.
Scammers will likely ask for bank
account information and insist that
$1,000 or more will be deposited
directly into the victim’s bank account.

lars from more growth-oriented vehicles to more
conservative ones. Conversely, if you decide, well
in advance, that you might
want to retire earlier than
you originally thought, you
may need to invest more
aggressively, being aware
of the increased risk involved.
• Following a long-term
strategy – In pretty much
all walks of life, there are
no shortcuts to success –
and the same is true with
investing. You need to follow a long-term strategy
based on your goals, risk
tolerance and time hori-

Cathy Kissinger
Edward Jones
Financial Advisor,
AAMS®
6908 West 48th
Street, Fremont,
(231) 924-0373

zon, and you need the patience and perseverance to
keep investing in all markets
– up, down
and sideways.
• Avoiding mistakes – Many
people think of an investment
mistake as failing to “get in
on the ground floor” of some
company that ultimately grew
to huge proportions. But it’s
pretty hard to become an early investor in companies like
these, many of which start out
as privately held businesses without any stockholders.
Furthermore, companies with
shorter track records can be
much more unpredictable investments. However, you do
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want to avoid some real mistakes, such
as chasing “hot” stocks. By the time you
hear about them, they may already be
cooling off, and they might not even
be appropriate for your needs. Another
mistake: failing to diversify your portfolio.
If you only own one type of asset, such
as growth stocks, you could take a big
hit during a market downturn. Spreading your dollars over a wide range of
investments can help lower your risk
exposure. (However, diversification by
itself can’t guarantee a profit or protect
against all losses.) After Election Day,
regardless of the outcome, you can help
keep your portfolio on track by not playing politics with it.
This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner... cont’d from page 1

Carla currently serves on the board
of Michigan Works! West Central, the
executive coordinating committee of
NC3, the Big View Team of Circles
Newaygo County, and is an Ex Officio
member of the Newaygo County
Promise Zone Authority.
The
Chamber’s
Entrepreneur
Recognition Award goes to Nieboer
Electric, Matt and Katie Nieboer were
present to accept the award.This award
is given to an individual businessperson
who has demonstrated supreme
entrepreneurial skills by their ability
to build from scratch or purchase an
existing business, managed it effectively,
and grow it into a prosperous operating
concern.
Some of the most successful local
businesses are owned and operated
by people who were born and raised
in Newaygo County. Educated in our
schools, where they have developed their
unique talents, provided great customer
service, and grew exponentially as a
result of their hard work. They also give
back to their community.
Nieboer Electric was started in
1958 by Harry Nieboer. He started
his business in the basement of Arie
Lummen’s appliance store. The first
house Harry wired belonged to Olin
“Tuffy” Seymour, and his first big project
was Trinity Christian Reformed Church
in 1958.
In 1959, Harry was joined by his
cousin, E.L. Derks. The two of them
moved the business to the South of
town, to the back of Frens and Oosting’s
gas station and car sales. From there,
they moved to the back of 502 E. Main
Street and shared a building with Ed’s
Motor Shop. E.L. decided to strike out
on his own in the mid ‘60’s. When Ed’s
Motor Shop closed its doors, Harry saw
a great opportunity and took over the
entire building, and they are still at 502
E. Main Street today!
Harry’s son, Doug, joined his father
in the business in 1976. Even Harry’s
grandson, Matt joined the family
business. Matt started working for
Nieboer Electric in 2005. All three of the
Nieboer men are Master Electricians.
Matt’s wife Katie has joined Nanci and
the Nieboer Team working in the office.
Nieboer Electric has been in business
now for 60 plus years. Their electricians
can be contracted for commercial,
residential, agricultural, and institutional
jobs.
They can work with new
construction, remodels, additions or
repairs.
Nieboer Electric also offers generator
sales and installation, as well as electric
motor sales and repair. The company
has two bucket trucks with a reach up to
50 feet, a digger derek (pitman), a manlift and a tracker. Nieboer Electric is also
the ones that help the City of Fremont
and the Fremont Area Chamber of
Commerce with all the banners that
hang up over Main Street in downtown
Fremont.
In July of 2018 Nieboer Electric
celebrated their 60th year in business,
just one month before Harry passed
away.
The 2019 Special Recognition Awards
went to retiring board members. The
2019 Chamber of Commerce Board and
staff want to recognize Carla Burmeister,
Gerber Federal Credit Union, and Al
VanBoven, Gerber Products/Nestle
Nutrition as outgoing board members.
Their
dedication,
service
and
commitment to the greater Fremont

Community have not gone unnoticed.
The sacrifice put forth by individuals
like Jason and Pam have made this
community a better place to live and
work.
The Chamber Honor Roll is made for
our Chamber members businesses, only,
that have made substantial contributions
to the Fremont Area Chamber and our
community. These contributions consist
of: their volunteering hours at various
events, sponsorships and/or donated
goods to help enhance activities. 2019
Award Winners are as follows:
Newaygo Plumbing – We are proud
to announce Newaygo Plumbing LLC
as one of the recipients for the 2019
Chamber Honor Roll! The staff of
Newaygo Plumbing joined the Fremont
Area Chamber of Commerce as soon as
they opened their business. They have
participated as vendors and sponsors

for the annual Fremont Area Chamber
of Commerce Home & Garden Show
since joining and continue to do so.
They were instrumental in redesigning
the misting stations for the National
Baby Food Festival. The staff donated
their time as well as products for the
stations to help keep our visitors to the
festival cool! You will see their business
as a NBFF sponsors as well! It is our
pleasure to present this award to the
team at Newaygo Plumbing LLC.
JMX Entertainment Group –Please
congratulate JMX Entertainment Group
as one of the 2019 Honor Roll winners.
JMX has provided music for several of
the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce’s events – these have included
the Fremont Home & Garden Show and
the National Baby Food Festival Arts &
Craft Show, the and the Car Show. Attendees at the Fremont Harvest Festi-

val and National Baby Food Festival
parades have heard JMX announce the
parade participants also. Their continued support of the various Chamber
activities is much appreciated. Please
congratulate JMX Entertainment Group
as one of our Honor Roll recipients!
The success of our events is supported by the generosity of over 100 volunteers who willingly share their time
and talents. Throughout 2019, volunteers have provided over 7,500 hours
of service to support the mission of the
Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce.
These numbers are a direct reflection of
the wonderful individuals that live and
work within the community we serve.
If you see any of our award winners,
please congratulate them and give
thanks for all of their hard work they provide to our Chamber and the Fremont
Community.

