Connections

Bi-Monthly Special Supplement of the

August/September 2018

14th Annual Fremont
Harvest Festival
The Fremont Area Chamber of
Commerce is proud to present the
14th Annual Fremont Harvest Festival
September 20, 21, and 22! The Fremont
Community will be celebrating the rich
farming heritage and embrace the fall
abundance with this fun filled festival.
The Harvest Time Parade will kick off
the festival on Thursday, September 20
at 6 pm, sponsored by Gerber Federal
Credit Union. Parade organizer, Louann
Dorgan, invite everyone to watch the
parade that will travel down Main Street
to Veteran Memorial Park. Main Street
is always filled with spectators, thrilled
to see the near 125 parade entries,
including the antique tractors, floats,
and other impressive farm equipment!
The parade is a celebration of the
harvest time with many area farmers
participating in the line-up and then
leaving to continue harvesting their
crops. This year’s parade theme is “The
Good Ole Days”.
The Fremont Area Chamber of
Commerce is pleased to announce the
partnership with the Fremont Public
Schools and the Homecoming festivities
will be together. The FHS Homecoming
parade will be combined with the
Harvest Festival parade on Thursday
night.
Choice One Bank HAY ART
COMPETITON! This growing attraction
sponsored by Choice One Bank is
always changing with great sculptures
out of hay and straw. In 2017 the
Fremont area was graced by over 60
Hay Art designs. To vote, the public can
bring in any non-perishable items into
the Chamber office (7 East Main Street,
Fremont) to vote for their favorite. Over
the last 7 years of this competition, the
Harvest Festival has gathered over
39,000 pounds of food to donate to the
local TrueNorth food pantry. Lists of all
the Hay Art in the area are available
in the Chamber office the week of
festival, so you can see them. If you
are interested in participating, there is
a Residential and Commercial divisions.
Contact the Chamber office today for
more information, 924-0770.
Harvest Merchant Sales, 12 pm – 8
pm on Thursday, 9/20 and Friday, 9/21;
come downtown and see what special
sales the merchants have to offer for
you!
Veterans Memorial Park will be one
of the hubs of activities for Thursday.
Enjoy “Dogs on the Green” (grilled foot
long hot dogs), sponsored by Newaygo
Insurance Co., for dinner before the
parade; serving begins at 4:30 pm. The
Fremont Farmers Market vendors will
have their fresh produce for sale from
4 pm till 8:00 pm. Children activities will

include: pumpkin bowling, face painting,
and pedal pulls. We will also have a
few organizations providing cider, hot
cocoa, doughnuts, and cookies.
The Antique Tractor Show will be held
in the Veterans Memorial Park. Come
reminisce of the good ole days from 12
noon till 7 pm on Friday and 9 am to 2
pm on Saturday.
Fall Harvest Walk & 5k Run will be
held on Saturday morning at Branstrom
Park. Applications are available at the
Chamber office or at the Fremont City
Hall office. Registration begins at 8:00
am.
SMASHING AT THE HARVEST!
Come take a swing at a car with a sledge
hammer on Saturday morning. This is
fun for all ages and will be held from 10
am – 2 pm at Veterans Memorial Park.
On Saturday, the Taste of Fremont
is a wonderful display of the foods and
drinks offered in Fremont. Visit the local
eateries in Veterans Memorial Park.
Serving begins at 10 am, and runs until
2 pm.
Fremont Farmers Market will run from
8 am – 2pm on Saturday under the
Marketplace Pavilion.
Kid’s Celebration Day will be held
on Saturday, from 10 am – 2 pm at
Veterans Memorial Park.
Activities
will include: pumpkin bowling, seed
spitting, minnow races, an inflatable
obstacle course, pumpkin decorating,
farm Olympics, face painting, and many
other fun games from kids. Fun for kids
of all ages!
The Stephen Wessling Observatory
Harvest Moon Star Party will be
held on Saturday, 9/22, at dark. The
Observatory is located north of Fremont
on 8th Street, off Stone Road.
NCCA Fall Photo Competition.
Deadline to submit entries is Tuesday,
September 18 by 5:30 pm. Anyone can
enter. Photos must be an unframed
8”x10” and involve a fall theme. Winning
entries announced on Thursday,
September 20th at 5:00 pm at the
NCCA-Artsplace, 13 E. Main Street,
downtown Fremont. Call the Artsplace
for more information, (231) 924-4022.
FHF organizers say that one of the
best moments of the entire three days is
celebrating the winners by nomination
for the Fall Harvest Family: The farming
family this year will be nominated by
committee members and the chosen
family will be honored as the parade
Grand Marshall’s.
For the entire FHF Event flyer, please
stop by the Chamber of Commerce; visit
our website at www.fremontcommerce.
com or the Chambers Facebook page for
more information www.facebook.com/
FremontAreaChamberofCommerce.

Elvis Impersonator Jay Dykla performed for the crowd.

Summer Concert Series
featured mix of music for all
The 2018 Fremont Summer Concert
Series, presented by the Fremont Area
Chamber of Commerce, Gerber Products Company/ Nestle Nutrition, Times
Indicator, Hi-Lites Shopper’s Guide,
and other local sponsors, finished the
season on July 26th and this year, the
series included music for all ages.
The Summer Concert Series was held
for seven weeks at Veterans Memorial
Park Amphitheater starting in June and
commencing in July. The attendees for
these free concerts got to experience a
wide variety of good music for the 2018
season. “The dedication from Chairpeople, Ken Haggert and Julie Sanders
to find us quality entertainment was evident at this year’s series. The variety
of music they selected for the concerts
was a definite pleasure for all that was
able to attend,” said Karen Baird, Executive Director of the Fremont Area
Chamber of Commerce. A very special
thank you goes out to Chairpeople Ken

and Julie for introducing our entertainment at the concerts this season.
The concert season was kicked off
with The Outhouse Band. Some of the
entertainment for the season included:
Two High Strung, crowd favorites Voices
of Freedom and King, Jay Dykla – Elvis
Impersonator. This year also featured
some new acts, and they were well received by the concert goers. Performing this year also included: Blue Water
Ramblers and these two newcomers:
Project 90 and Acoustic Assault!
The Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce brings business and community
together for a family evening of music
as well as the enjoyment of the beautiful Veterans Memorial Park. The memories have been filled with education,
cultural and pure enjoyment.
Once again, this year concert goers
were able to enjoy food that was sold
during the concerts by non profit or-

Continued on page 12

Who is ready for Hay Art?
The Fremont Harvest Festival
Committee is gearing up for the 2018
festivities which of course includes the
Hay Art competition! The committee is
asking for you to get your creative juices
following so the Harvest Festival has
another stellar year with unbelievable
creations throughout Fremont!
Fremont Harvest Festival will run
from Thursday, September 20 through
Saturday, September 22. Fremont has
people visit our community during the
fall from all over West Michigan to view
these displays that have been created
by our businesses, families, churches
and local organizations. Start thinking
about your “Hay Art” piece and how you
can make it unique to your business or
group.
Our goal is to encourage all of our
local businesses & residents to get
their creative minds working and dis-

play their designs of Hay Art for visitor’s
enjoyment! Place your designs in your
business lawns, at your home or we
have space you can reserve in Veterans
Memorial Park.
We will ask that all Hay Art displays
be up by September 12th. Voting will
run for two weeks starting on Monday,
September 17th and staying open
through Friday, September 28th. Voting
is done by canned goodies for your
favorite creation. Bring your votes to
the Chamber office during the hours of
8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday.
Some of the participants will also collect
your votes at their place of business or
hay art display.
All the food is donated to the True
North Food Pantry. At the end of the
2017 Harvest Festival, there has been
over 39,000 pounds of food donated on
behalf of the hay art competition.
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Executive Director’s Report

Thankful for our community

With the 2018 National Baby Food
Festival coming to a close in July, many
people would be surprised by my next
statement, but this group of dedicated
volunteers and staff has already started
making plans for the 2019 festival! The
National Baby Food Festival
is truly a community event
with numerous individuals
and organizations contributing time, energy and
financial support for all to
enjoy. Our City employees,
the schools, local businesses, non-profit organizations
and private individuals all
provide an invaluable service
to our community and bring
KAREN
this festival to life! Without
everyone working together
as a team, we could not bring your this
family fun festival.
I would like to take a moment to
thank all of our sponsors, Platinum
Sponsor
Nestle Nutrition Gerber Products

Company and Gerber Life Insurance,
for providing sponsorships which help
make this festival a reality. Without the
generous support of our sponsors, the
quality of our festival would be greatly
reduced. Many communities our size
offer festivals and events for
the enjoyment of others, but
few can match the level of the
NBFF.
The next time you see
someone that has helped with
the 2018 NBFF, be sure to
thank them for their service
and if possible, offer a small
portion of your time in the
future to give something back
to your community.
BAIRD
The Chamber’s events are
successful by the community
and volunteers that help make all of
the festivities happen. We are always
looking for a few extra hands to help us,
call the office and see if you are able
to give some assistance this year. We
would appreciate your time and you are

guaranteed to have a good time!
Would you like to buy fresh picked
produce every week? We can help you
out and it is really easy and convenient!
The Fremont Farmers Market is open
on Tuesday’s from 3:30 pm to 6:30 pm
and on Saturday’s 8:00 am to 1:00
pm. There is a nice selection of fresh
vegetables, garlic and fruits, fresh cut
flowers, jams and jellies, fresh baked
breads, cookies, cupcakes and pies,
plants, and handmade crafts. After
shopping at the Market, we would like
to encourage you to enjoy the unique
shops that don Main Street. Shoppers
will find all types of treasures for your
home or gift giving or maybe something
just for yourself!
I am offering one of my families
favorite recipes to all of you to try, and
the best part is that you can purchase
the majority of the ingredients right
at our market! It is a great appetizer
when family and friends gather at your
summer get-togethers!
Bruschetta with Baguette Garlic Toast
* This recipe is really easy and sure
to get you lots of compliments!
4 Roma tomatoes, cut in small pieces
3 green onions, chopped up fine
1 tsp. oregano

½ tsp garlic powder (I use fresh garlic
chopped up fine)
3 tsp. chopped fresh basil
2 Tbsp olive oil
1 tsp. balsamic vinaigrette
Mix everything together and let set
for a few hours before serving. Slice
baguette bread into ½ inch thick pieces
and spread with butter and sprinkle
garlic powder on bread. Bake at 400
degrees for about 8 minutes or till
toasted. Serve with the bruchetta, you
can sprinkle parmesan cheese if you
desire. ENJOY!!!
Whether it is through acts of kindness, free concerts, a festival providing
family entertainment to all ages, recognizing our farming heritage with the
upcoming Harvest Festival, teaming up
with other civic partners or just being
willing to share in the cost of providing information about the area and
the community to many, our Chamber
members know the value of community
involvement. Our staff is pleased to
have an active role in this service organization. We encourage you to visit our
web site, www.fremontcommerce.com,
like the Chamber’s Facebook page or
stop by the office for listings of all the
Chamber and area events.

Nominations sought for Fremont Harvest Festival 1st Family
The Fremont Harvest Festival Committee is currently seeking nominations
for the 2018 Harvest Festival Family.
The Harvest Festival will be held Thursday, September 20th through Saturday,
September 22nd.
Outstanding traits that one should

look for when nominating a local family
would be: hardworking, active members of the farming community for many
years, livestock and/or produce farmers,
and live in the Fremont area.
Our winning family will preside over
the Harvest Festival Parade on Thurs-

day evening as well as be featured in
activities.
We encourage you to submit a written nomination with their accomplishments by Friday, August 31st to the Harvest Festival Committee, Fremont Area
Chamber of Commerce, 7 E. Main, Fre-

mont, MI 49412.
Please include in your nomination an
explanation of why you feel the family
(maybe it’s yours) should be recognized
for their contributions to the farming
community.

28th Annual National Baby
Food Festival Grand Parade

Entries in this year’s National Baby
Food Festival Grand Parade.

After a week of nice weather, the
clouds starting rolling in on Saturday,
July 21st, but that didn’t stop the National Baby Food Festival’s Grand Parade
from taking place.
Eager crowds lining the parade route
made good use of the “Excellence in
Vision’s Chalking in the Streets” free
sidewalk chalk to help keep the little
ones busy while they waiting to hear the
sirens of the Fremont Police car to announce the step off of the Annual Gerber Products Grand Parade.
It took quite the “village” to organize,
arrange and get the parade started from
the Fremont Middle School on time,
at 10:30 am. Lou Ann Dorgan of Fremont was this year’s chairperson for the
Grand Parade. She relied on help from
the entire festival committee, numerous
volunteers, announcers Doug Harmon,
Rick Mansfield & Tim Bitson of Sounds
R Us, and Jack Vanderboegh of JMX
Entertainment, and the Fremont Lions
Club and Fremont Rotary Club to assist in corralling all of the 60+ entries
including antique cars, floats and much
more into an entertaining and cohesive
display.
This year’s parade theme was “The
Nifty 50s“. The creativity was flowing
and the entries were fantastic! Dan

Harland and son Brett and Nick LaFave and Daughter JJ of WZZM 13
were chosen as the Grand Marshalls
to lead the parade. The 2018 Gerber
Products Grand Parade award winners
were: Best Commercial entry – The
Freckled Fawn; The Mayor’s Choice –
Newaygo County 4-H; Grand Marshall’s
Choice - Mellema Nursery, the 2018
NBFF Queen’s Court’s Choice-Coldwell Banker Schmidt Realtors; and Best
Non-Commercial – Newaygo United
Methodist Church.
The National Baby Food Festival was
also honored to have Gerber spokesbaby Lucas Warren and his parents, Jason
and Courtney Warren, ride in the parade
with Gerber CEO Bill Partyka.
Mark your calendar for next year’s
Gerber Products Grand Parade on Saturday, July 20th, we hope to see you
there!
The 2018 Kid’s Parade was held on
Wednesday July 18th on Sheridan
Street. This year’s theme was “The Nifty 50s” the same as the Grand Parade.
Our winners for the Kid’s Parade were
Andrew and Addison Veach, Reese
Klomp and Ashur Klomp. We hope to
see everyone at next year’s Kid’s Parade on Wednesday, July 17th, 2019.
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Thanks to the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce
and its members for supporting Connections!

Find improved health
through chiropractic care
Pictured left to right are: Claire Whittle (1st Runner Up), Olivia Mangan (2017 Queen), Lauren Boerger (2018 Queen) and Kylee McDonald.

2018 National Baby Food
Festival crowns new queen

On Friday, July 20th the rained
stopped at the Veterans Memorial Park
Amphitheatre, as the 2018 National
Baby Food Queen’s Court, along with
their families and friends, awaited the
announcement of the National Baby
Food Festival Queen. The 2017 NBFF
Queen, Olivia Mangan handed over her
crown to Lauren Boerger, of Fremont,
as she was crowned the 2018 NBFF
Queen. Claire Whittle, of Fremont, was
selected as the 1st Runner Up, and
Kylee McDoanld, of Fremont was selected Miss Congeniality.
A special thank you goes out to these
wonderful young women who contribute countless hours of support during

festival week as well as service to our
community throughout the entire year.
These three ladies were an exuberant
and fun group to work with!
The Queen’s Court program would not
be possible without its sponsors, Shelby
State Bank. The skilled stylists at Hair
by Joan & Co. and the Freckled Fawn,
are the reason these girls always look
so beautiful wherever they appeared!
Miller Bridal was responsible for the glittering tiara’s the girls get to keep each
year.
The 2019 National Baby Food Festival
is slated for July 17th through the 20th,
and the search will begin in February for
the 2019 Queen’s Court candidates.

Including relief from
• Headaches
• Back pain
• Digestive problems
• Muscle aches and tension
• Ear infections in children
• Slips & Falls

Jennifer Scott, DC

119 N. Stone Rd., Fremont, MI 49412
231-924-2590
www.semlowchiropracticcenter.com

What a great year for the 28th Annual
National Baby Food Festival!
The 2018 National Baby Food Festival has passed and left us with memories full of fun, food, friendly competitions and great weather!
The Festival’s success wouldn’t be
possible without the support of its major sponsor’s Gerber Products Company, Gerber Life Insurance Company,
Hair by Joan & Co., The White Agency,
Lighthouse Group, Title & Insurance,
Fremont Insurance Company, Choice
One Bank, Paulsen Heating & Cooling, Spectrum Health Gerber Memorial, Spanky’s Pizza, Shelby State Bank,
Ice Mountain, DTE, The Fremont Area
Community Foundation, Bills ShopN-Save Food Center, Nieboer Electric, Walmart, Newaygo Plumbing, The
Freckled Fawn, and the many other
sponsors, both large and small that continue to support the festival year in and
year out. A special thank you goes out
to each and every sponsor.
We are also indebted to our wonderful group of volunteers that generously
share their talents and countless hours
each year. Many thanks go out to the
amazing Festival Committee members
who spend their hard earned vacation
time working tirelessly to set up, take
down, and run the various events and
always make sure our friends and visitors have a wonderful time, and continue to return year after year.
None of this would get off the ground

without the selfless sacrifice of the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce staff.
Anyone who has not worked Festival
week cannot fathom the craziness, chaos, demands on time and huge “to do”
lists they face every day. But they handle it with grace and ease like it was just
another week at the office!
We also wouldn’t be able to pull off
this event if it weren’t for the help we
receive from the City of Fremont! They
put in quite a bit of overtime to make
sure everything runs smoothly for us
and they never fail to help us out when
we need it!
Lastly, the entire National Baby Food
Festival would like to thank the citizens
of Fremont for supporting this event,
participating in the many contests, patronizing our merchants and really rolling out the welcome mat to all the visitors.
We hope you enjoyed the many different activities that were available for
2018, such as the Car Show, The White
Insurance Agency Community Stage,
the FREE Entertainment on the Main
Stage at Veterans Memorial Park Amphitheater, and much more!
The festival committee is already looking ahead to make enhancements to the
2019 festival, beginning on Wednesday,
July 17th and going through Saturday,
July 20th, 2019.

THE BEST LOCAL
INSURANCE AGENCY

www.whiteagency.com
Fremont • Grant • (800) 924-3002
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Delayed birth, detour get Henry Gustafson NBFF ‘first baby born’ award
Somehow, Henry Michael Gustafson
knew that waiting one extra week to be
born would get him his first prize of his
very young life.
Born on July 20 at 7:51 a.m., Henry
was awarded the National Baby Food
Festival “First Baby Born” a few hours
after his birth, which was originally due
a little more than a week earlier.
Joshua Gustafson, Henry’s dad, said
his son was descended and positioned
for birth prior to his original due date of
July 12, but then inexplicably made a
small detour — and backed up.
“It’s like he decided he was in a nice
comfortable place and wasn’t quite
ready to be born yet, so he made a
U-turn and went back up,” said Gustafson, the director of community health
& wellness at Spectrum Health Gerber
Memorial.
Gustafson said he had the easy job.
Wife and mom Sarah Gustafson, on
the other hand, was at the hospital for
more than 38 hours when he was finally ready to be delivered on July 20.
Henry was positioned sideways, and at
8 pounds and 4 ounces with a head in
the 94th percentile, a straightforward
and relatively smooth delivery was going to be nearly impossible. Just about
every OB/GYN and maternity nursing
staff on duty that week was involved
over the course of their 3 night stay at
the hospital. And toward the end, when
the medical team was preparing to get
Henry out safely, Sarah was given one
more chance to deliver him without alternate intervention. She was told that
Henry needed to arrive now, and with
every ounce of strength she had, she
delivered him in that moment.
“That was pretty rough, but all we’re
thinking right now is how blessed we are
that Henry was born safely and in good
health,” Sarah Gustafson, a rehab tech
at Gerber Memorial, said. “I’m not going
to lie. When you nearly pass out from
pain and exhaustion, that’s not exactly
a walk in the woods. But he’s a beautiful
blessing to our family and we couldn’t
be happier.”
The Gustafson’s have a daughter,
Nora, who’s 18 months old and thrilled
to have a baby brother.
“Nora is a very social toddler, and I am
sure she is going to enjoy having a baby
brother to play with and maybe order
around every once in a while, although
she’s probably going to be disappointed
by how little he’s going to listen to her for
the first 12 months — maybe even 12
years,” Josh Gustafson said. “We can’t
say enough great things about the Gerber Memorial staff who were involved
in Henry’s birth. The doctors, midwives,
nurses, locums, everyone just went

above and beyond to make things extremely comfortable for our family so
we could focus on helping Henry come
into the world safely, healthy and happy.
Our experience from prenatal care to
discharge after delivery was once again
second to none, and we couldn’t imagine having a baby anywhere else.”
The NBFF First Baby Born is awarded to the baby born closest to a random
date and time selected during the fourday festival in Fremont. This year, the
date and time was Thursday, July 19, at
10 a.m. Henry’s birth was closest to that
day and time.
Henry’s award wasn’t the only thing
the family went home with: The Gustafson’s also got gifts from local businesses, including the OB/GYN and Delivery team at Gerber Memorial, Nestle
Gerber Products, Chemical Bank, Hair
by Joan & Company, Fairview Floral,
Hands on Healing Massage & Spa, Gingerly Clean, and Liberty Jewelers.
Spectrum Health Gerber Memorial, in
Fremont, Michigan, is a 25-bed acute
care hospital that serves all of Newaygo County. The hospital has a cancer
care center, intensive care unit, birthing
center and a women’s health center that
performs mammograms, bone scans
and ultrasounds. Gerber Memorial offers diagnostic imaging, including CT
and MRI scans, home health services
called Gerber Home Care and a physician-led medical weight loss program.
The hospital’s medical wellness center,
Tamarac, houses a rehabilitation group,
fitness center and medical day spa. Its
emergency department operates 24
hours a day.
Spectrum Health is a not-for-profit
health system, based in West Michigan, offering a full continuum of care
through the Spectrum Health Hospital
Group, which is comprised of 12 hospitals, including Helen DeVos Children’s
Hospital; about 180 ambulatory and
service sites; about 3,200 physicians
and advanced practice providers, including about 1,400 members of the
Spectrum Health Medical Group; and
Priority Health, a health plan with about
795,000 members. Spectrum Health
is West Michigan’s largest employer,
with 25,400 employees. The organization provided more than $326 million in
community benefit during its 2016 fiscal
year. Spectrum Health was named one
of the nation’s 15 Top Health Systems—
and in the top five among the largest
health systems—by Truven Health Analytics™ for 2016. This is the fifth time
the organization has received this recognition.

Fremont Community
Garage/Yard Sales
Get ready for the City of Fremont’s
Annual Community Garage Sale
event! The third community garage/
yard sale will take place the second
weekend in August (August 9th, 10th,
and 11th).
Stop by City Hall for your map

of the sales so you can find all the
good bargains in town! All yards sale
participants will be listed in the HiLites Shoppers Guide. The Hi-Lites
will feature an advertisement and a
map that will be in the weekly paper
the Sunday before the sale dates.

In front (left to right), Sarah Gustafson holding baby Henry, Josh
Gustafson, Nora Gustafson; in back, Kerri Wiseman NBFF chair, Cheryl
Rose, RN, Jayne Guikema from Chemical Bank, Rene Seabolt from
Nestle Gerber Products.

Vaudeville
In The Park

All are invited to the Vaudeville
In The Park Benefit Show.
“Vaudeville Bill” and great local
talent pay tribute to great comedy
and comedians throughout the
years with skits, circus arts
and comedy songs by
“The Outhouse Band.”
The show also benefits
Empowerment Network a
support for persons with
developmental disabilities in
Newaygo County.
“Peers supporting peers.”

Friday, August 10
7:00pm

Veterans
MeMorial Park
aMPhitheater
A Great Family Show FREE to ALL!
A free will offering will be taken for Empowerment
Network along with a Baked Goodies sale.

For more info, call at 924-4710
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NBFF Cupcake Challenge winners
The National Baby Food Festival
would like to announce the 2018
Cupcake Challenge winning recipes.

1st place recipe-Shake, Rattle
and Apple Cinnamon Roll by Nicole
Tormala
Cupcakes:
• 1 box of your favorite white cake mix
• 2 jars of Organic Gerber Sweet
Potato, Apple, Carrot Cinnamon Baby
Food
• 3 eggs
• 1 cup whole milk
• ½ cup vegetable oil
Apple Pie Filling
• 1 cup chopped apples (chop very
small)
• 1 tbsp. lemon juice
• 1 cup sugar
• 2 tbsp. cornstarch
• ½ tsp. cinnamon
• ¼ tsp. salt
• ¼ tsp. nutmeg
Vanilla Buttercream
• 1 cup vegetable shortening
• ½ stick butter
• 1 tsp. vanilla extract
• 4 cups powdered sugar
• 1-4 tbsp. milk (add as needed)
*Optional Caramel Drizzle (1/4 cup
of you own or use premade caramel
sauce)
Cupcakes: Preheat oven to 350
degrees. Mix cupcake batter according
to box directions. Then add both jars
of Gerber Baby Food to your batter,
mix until smooth. Add 2 tbsps of cupcake batter to each cupcake liner. Bake
13-16 minutes, until golden on top and
not sticky to the touch. Allow to cool
before hollowing out the center for your
filling. If you are filling and icing the next
day do not hollow out until ready to fill.
Apple Pie Filling: In a bowl, toss
apples with lemon juice. Set aside.
Combine sugar, cornstarch, cinnamon,
salt and nutmeg in a bowl. In a small
pan, add water and leave on medium
heat. Add you sugar cinnamon mixture
to the water and bring to a boil. Boil 2
minutes, stirring at all times, as it does
not burn. Add apples, return to a boil.
Once boiling, reduce heat and simmer
for 6 minutes. Allow to cool at least 30
minutes, before putting into cupcakes.
(You can also use a premade apple pie
filling, if you do not wish to make your

own).
Buttercream: Beat room temperature
butter, with your vegetable shortening
with an electric mixer until creamy and
not lumps (2-4 minutes). Add vanilla
extract, beat again until smooth (30
seconds). Add in your powdered sugar,
½ cup at a time. Mixture will get very
think and chunky, add your milk, 1-4
tbsp. until desired consistency icing is
reached.
2nd Place Winner-Carrot Cake
Cupcakes with Cream Cheese
Frosting by Annelise Folkema
Ingredients:
• 2 cups flour
• 2 cups granulated sugar
• 2 tsp. baking powder
• 2 tsp. cinnamon, ground
• ½ tsp. ground nutmeg
• ½ tsp. salt
• ½ cup carrot Gerber Baby Food
• ¾ cup vegetable oil
• 4 eggs
• 1 tbsp. vanilla extract
• 3 cup finely grated carrots
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees
2. Mix flour, sugar, baking powder,
cinnamon, nutmeg, and salt in a bowl.
Add oil Gerber Baby Food, eggs, and
vanilla and mix well. Add carrots and
mix well until blended.
3. Spoon batter into 24 paper-lined
muffin cups filling 2/3 full.
4. Bake 20-24 minutes, or until a
toothpick inserted into cupcake come
out clean. Cool completely before frosting.
Cream Cheese Frosting
Ingredients:
• 1 8oz package cream cheese, softened
• ½ cup butter, softened
• ½ tsp. vanilla extract
• 1 T milk (add more as needed)
• 4 cups powdered sugar
Directions:
1. Beat cream cheese and butter until
combined.
2. Add vanilla and 1 tablespoon milk
3. Gradually beat in powdered sugar
until smooth. Add more or less to
desired consistency
4. Frost cooled cupcakes with frosting.
5. Enjoy

Fremont Farmers Market is open!
Looking for fresh grown local produce? Look no further! The Fremont
Farmers Market is open every Tuesday
and Saturday now through October 6th,
under the Market Place Pavilion, downtown Fremont.
Stop by and see what Newaygo
County has to offer. This year we will
see fresh fruits and vegetables, plants
& flowers, freezer beef, eggs, baked
goods, and crafts made from nature
to name a few! Don’t be afraid to stop
and ask questions, vendors are always
interested in talking about their goods
or they have some great recipe ideas
they will share!
Fremont has one of the nicest markets in West Michigan with a great
facility, good food and friendly faces. We

also have clean public restrooms right
next to the market for your convenience.
Coming to the farmers market makes
shopping a pleasure rather than a
chore. The farmers market is a community hub—a place to meet up with your
friends, bring your children, or just get a
taste of down on the farm while visiting
the market in our city.
Interested in selling at the Market
Place? We have a couple of spaces still
available.
For more information for the 2015
Fremont Farmers Market, call the
Fremont Area Chamber office at (231)
924-0770. Find us on Facebook and
like our page. See you at the Farmers
Market!

CRANDELL
FUNERAL HOMES
Fremont Chapel
7193 W. 48th Street, P.O. Box 148
Fremont, MI 49412

4 Generations of
the Crandell Family
serving you and your
family since 1902.

231.924.0800
www.crandellfh.com

Thanks to the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce
and its members for supporting Connections!
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Support local Chamber members...

Continuing our plan to list a portion of our
membership with each “Connections” issue, this
edition is highlighting members from the following areas: Employment Firms, Manufacturing,
Fabricating & Contract Shipping, Appliances/
Floor Covering, Building Materials, Contractors,
Equipment Rental, Energy Providers, Nursery
Plants/Supplies, Window Treatments, Permits,
and Education Institutions. As you make future
plans consider using the services of these fine
businesses and organizations. For additional listing, visit our web site at www.fremontcommerce.
com. If you are planning to give a gift, but want to
allow the recipient to choose from variety of gifts,
consider purchasing Fremont “Fun Cash” at the
Chamber office. These certificates are welcome
at many fine local businesses.

Industrial Property

Industrial/Manufacturing/Fabricating and
Contract Shipping Companies

Property Improvement Providers

Employment Assistance/ Specialized Training

Building Materials

Career Placement Services, NCRESA
5479 W. 72nd St.
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-8848
E-mail: kmorrison@ncresa.org
Internet: www.ncresa.org

Builders FirstSource Inc.
11850 Maple Island Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3250
Fax: (231) 924-4096
E-mail: fremontsales@bldr.com
Internet: www.bldr.com

Empowerment Network
5 East Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3901
Fax: (231) 924-3162
Manpower
5797 Harvey St, Suite C
Muskegon, MI 49444
(616) 846-2730
Fax (616) 846-2776
E-mail: muskegon.mi@na.manpower.com
Internet: www.manpower-mi.com
Michigan Works! West Central
5479 W. 72nd St.
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3230
Fax: (231) 924-4860
Internet: www.michworkswc.org
Michigan Works! West Central
14330 Northland Drive
Big Rapids, MI 49307
(231) 796-4891
Fax: (231) 796-8316
E-mail: pgiffith@michworkswc.org
Internet: www.michworkswc.org

City of Fremont
101 E. Main St.
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2101
Fax (231) 924-2888
Internet: www.cityoffremont.net
The Right PlaceNewaygo County
125 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 450
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-2837
(231) 335-1985
E-mail: burrellj@rightplace.org
Internet: www.rightplace.org

D&D Roofing 4G LLC
10507 Maple Island Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-7008
Fax: (231) 924-7157
E-mail: danddroofing@arialink.com
Internet: www.ddroofing4g.com
Fremont Ace Hardware
105 North Stone Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-9801
Fax: (231) 924-9805
Fremont Homes Inc.
PO Box 211
7024 South 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-5220
Fax: (231) 924-4740
E-mail: fremonthomes@utmi.net
Internet: www.fremonthomes.net

DML Construction
308 North Linden
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-9472

E&L Roof Solutions LLC
4309 South Ferris Ave
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3467
E-mail: elconstruction3467@gmail.com
Ensing’s Water Care Service
535 East Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2310
Fax (231) 924-9460
Kauffman Construction Inc.
126 West 64th Street
Newaygo MI 49337
(231) 652-3921
Fax: (231) 652-3921
E-mail: kauffmanconstruct@sbcglobal.net
Internet: www.kauffmanconstructioninc.com
Kohley’s Ecowater & Superior Propane
7671 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(800) 686-3224
Newaygo Plumbing LLC
2511 E. 132nd Street
Grant, MI 49327
(231) 672-0563
E-mail: mewaygo.plumbing@gmail.com
Internet: www.newaygoplumbing.com
Nieboer Electric
502 East Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0960
Fax (231) 924-0969
Paul Mellema Painting
6376 Pat Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 629-2363
E-mail: pmellema49@hotmail.com
Paulsen Heating & Cooling
221 North Merchant Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3783
Fax (231) 924-9380
Postema Builders
5442 South Luce Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0098
E-mail: allenpostema@hotmail.com
Internet: www.postemabuilders.com

Fabricating

KD Metal Sales LLC
10507 Maple Island Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-7151
E-mail: Kdmetalsales@gmail.com

CR Forge LLC
930 Valley Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2033
Fax: (231) 924-3171
Email: cj@crforge.com
Internet: www.crforge.com

VanDenBerg Ceramic Tile
6085 24th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-6066
Cell: (231) 225-5937
E-mail: tileguy@ncats.net

Manufacturing

Contractors

Quality Tree Service of West Michigan
1350 East 8th Street
White Cloud, MI 49349
(231) 519-2155
E-mail: qualitytreeservice@sbcglobal.net
Internet: www.qtswm.com

Dura Automotive Systems
502 Connie Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0930
Fax: (231) 928-1858
E-mail: finkbeiner.c@duraauto.com
Internet: www.duraauto.com

Anderson’s Home Work, Inc.
1968 South Warner Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-4138
E-mail: andersons.homework@gmail.com
Internet: www.andersonshomework.com

Ravenna Sealcoating of Fremont
1117 Baldwin Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 225-4196
Fax: (2321) 225-4197
E-mail: rsf.sealcoating@gmail.com

Brant Electric, LLC
9035 West 32nd Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 928-6087
Fax: (231) 928-608
E-mail: rbrantelectric@gmail.com

Rick’s Trucking & Excavating
5589 South Maple Island Road
Hesperia, MI 49421
(231) 854-1681
Fax (231) 854-1779

Flor-Dri Supply Company, Inc.
1556 Locust Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-9178
Fax: (313) 843-8948
E-mail: pauleven@flordrisupply.com
Internet: www.flordrisupply.com
Gerber Products Company
445 State Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 928-2383
Mighty Lube Systematic/Patco
9569 West 40th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-6160
Fax: (231) 924-6810
E-mail: mightylube@riverview.net
Internet: www.mightylube.com
Packaging & Distribution
Flor-Dri Supply Company, Inc.
1556 Locust Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-9178, (800) 356-3734
Fax (313) 843-8948
E-mail: pauleven@flordrisupply.com
Internet: www.flordrisupply.com

Bruce’s Glass Shop
103 South Stone Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3752
Fax (231) 924-4384
Complete Restoration & Cleaning
Services
500 W. Broadway Ave
Muskegon, MI 49444
(231) 773-0777
Fax: (231) 773-2470
Deters Heating & Cooling
675 East Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3430
Dewey Builders, Inc.
3016 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0399

ServPro of Big Rapids/Fremont
4870 West River Dr, NE, Suite D
Comstock Park, MI 49321
(231) 796-2432
Fax: (616) 647-4301
VanDenBerg Ceramic Tile
6085 24th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-6066
Cell: (231) 225-5937
E-mail: tileguy@ncats.net
West Michigan Roofing
18450 171st Ave.
Spring Lake, MI 49456
(616) 846-1536
E-mail: office@westmichiganroofing.com
Internet: www.westmichiganroofing.com
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Equipment Rental
Fremont Rent All
502 West Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-4980
Fax (231) 924-5568
Fremont Community Recreation Center
201 Maple Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3750
Fax: (231) 924-9334
E-mail: telmer@fremont.net
Internet: https://communityed.fremont.net
Jons To Go Restrooms
2675 East Sternberg Road
Muskegon, MI 49444
(231) 865-6918
Fax: (231) 865-6264
E-mail: cevenhouse@caribouservices.com
Internet: www.jonstogo.com
Kerkstra Portable Restrooms Service Inc
PO Box 284
Hudsonville, MI 49426
(888) 320-49426
Fax: (231) 662-2678
E-mail: kerstraservices@yahoo.com
Internet: www.kerstraservices.com
Pell’s Farm Service
9542 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2510, (800) 924-2518
Fax (231) 924-5043
Preferred Office Machines/Xerox
215 North Michigan Avenue
Big Rapids, MI 49307
(800) 422-1980
Fax: (231) 796-6299
E-mail: jmilan@net-port.com
Reeman Farm Equipment
7180 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2570, (800) 215-5100
Fax (231) 924-0644
Energy Providers
Busch Oil Company
812 West Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-4900
Consumers Energy
700 East Sternberg Road
Norton Shores, MI 49412
(800) 477-5050
E-mail: richard.houtteman@cmsenergy.com
Internet: www.consumersenergy.com
DTE Energy
4420 44th Street SE, Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49588-1003
(616) 954-4600
Internet: www.dteenergy.com
Excel Propane Co.
11775 North Maple Island Road
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-4466
Fax (231) 924-3629
Nursery Plants/Supplies/Landscaping
Christian Brothers Outdoor Services
5421 West 8th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(248) 770-2312
E-mail: jay.c.sackett@gmail.com
Mellema Nursery
5428 West 64th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-5106
Fax (231) 924-8936
E-mail: mellemam@ncats.net
Storage Units
Fremont Mini Storage
5510 West 56th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2065
Fax (231) 924-3855
Window Treatments
Betty’s Custom Draperies
427 Mary Lane
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-4616
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Permits
Miss Dig
(800) 482-7171
City Of Fremont
(231) 924-2101
Newaygo County Building Inspector
(231) 689-7216
Newaygo County Health Department
(231) 689-7300
Soil Erosion Control
(231) 689-7214
Education Institutions
Public Schools
Fremont Public Schools
450 East Pine Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2350
Fax (231) 924-5264
Internet: www.fremont.net
Fremont High School
5421 South Warner Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-5300
Fremont Middle School
500 Woodrow
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0230
Daisy Brook Elementary
502 North Division Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-4380
Pathfinder Elementary
109 West 44th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-7230
Fremont Community Recreation Center
201 East Maple Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-3750

Newaygo County Regional Educational
Service Agency
NCRESA
4747 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0381
Fax (231) 924-8817
E-mail: lclarke@ncresa.org
Internet: www.ncresa.org
Newaygo County Career Tech Center
4645 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0380
Fax (231) 924-6311
Internet: www.ncresa.org
Newaygo County Regional Center for Ag
Science & Career Advancement
5479 West 72nd Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-8807
Internet: www.ncresa.org
Private/Parochial Schools
Fremont Christian Schools
208 Hillcrest Drive
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-2740
Fax (231) 924-1240
E-mail: jbarkel@fremontchristian.org
Internet: www.fremontchristian.org
Daycare/ Pre-School
Room to Bloom Daycare & Preschool
453 East Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 928-1123
E-mail: mjroomtobloom@gmail.com
The Ark Christian Child Care Center
605 Hemlock Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 924-0390
E-mail: ark@clcfremont.org
Colleges
Muskegon Community College
221 South Quarterline Road
Muskegon, MI 49442
(231) 773-9131
Fax: (231) 777-0312
Internet: www.muskegoncc.edu

Gerber FCU awards Visa gift card
Gerber Federal Credit Union (Gerber
FCU) Newaygo Branch Manager, Patti
Scherf (right) awarded Newaygo resident Mary Brunette with a $100 Visa
Gift Card as a drawing prize following
the Newaygo Home, Health & Garden
Show hosted by the River Country
Chamber of Commerce at the Newaygo

Middle School.
Gerber Federal Credit Union has
two offices located in Fremont, MI and
one in Newaygo, MI. Stop in or visit
www.gerberfcu.com/youbelong today
to discover the benefits of credit union
membership!

Gerber FCU colleagues donate blankets

Gerber Federal Credit Union employees tied blankets for donation to
TrueNorth Community Services. Marielle Richie (center), Gerber FCU
Education Coordinator, presented four bags filled with fleece blankets to
TrueNorth Housing Resource Specialists Sondra Basso (left) and Lisa
Reinecke. TrueNorth’s Housing Resource helps individuals and families
find safe affordable housing.

Consider these financial tips for single women
If you’re a single woman, most of afford. At the very least, put in enough
your financial challenges and aspira- to earn your employer’s matching contions may resemble those of single tribution, if one is offered. And every
men. Men and women face the same time your salary goes up, increase the
economic stress factors of modern life, amount you invest in your plan. Also,
and both groups have similar financial think about opening an IRA, which,
goals, such as the ability to retire com- like a 401(k), can offer taxadvantaged
fortably. But women still face specific investment opportunities. If you have
obstacles. You need to be
children, you’ll also want
aware of these challenges –
to explore college savings
and do everything you can to
vehicles, such as a 529
overcome them.
plan.
For example, women still
• Educate yourself about
face a wage gap. In 2017,
investing – and get profeswomen earned 82% of what
sional advice. Some people
men earned, according to
think investing is just too
the Pew Research Center.
complex and mysterious to
However, the wage gap narbe understandable. Yet, with
rows among younger workpatience and a willingness
ers, and may even disappear
to learn, you can become
for highly educated women,
quite knowledgeable about
especially those in the STEM
how to invest, what you’re
fields – science, technology,
investing in and what forces
Lou Deleguardia
engineering and mathemataffect the investment world.
Edward Jones
ics.
Financial Advisor, And to help you create an
Another financial concern
investment strategy that’s
AAMS®
for women is connected 46 W. Sheridan St., appropriate for your goals,
to their role as caregivers.
risk tolerance and time horiFremont,
Women spend an average of
zon, you may also want to
(231) 924-9600
12 years out of the workforce
work with a financial profesto care for children, elderly
relatives and even friends, according
to an estimate by the Social Security
Administration. Other studies report
different figures, but all the evidence
points to women being the ones who
take time off from work to care for loved
ones. This means fewer contributions
to Social Security, 401(k)s and other
retirement plans.
Faced with these and other issues,
what can you do to help yourself move
toward your important goals? Consider
these steps:
• Develop good financial habits.
Establishing good financial habits can
pay off for you throughout your lifetime.
These habits can include maintaining a
budget, keeping your debts under control, and putting aside some money for
a “rainy day.”
• Take advantage of available opportunities. If you work for an organization
that offers a 401(k) or similar plan, contribute as much as you think you can

sional.
• Discuss financial issues with your
future spouse. If you get married or
re-married, you’ll want to discuss
financial issues with your new spouse.
Specifically, you’ll want to answer questions such as these: What assets and
debts do each of you bring to the
marriage? Do you plan to merge your
finances or keep them separate? Are
your investment styles compatible? Do
you have similar long-term goals? You
and your new spouse don’t need identical views on every financial topic,
but you both need to be willing to
work together to advance your common
interests.
Ultimately, you have a lot of control
over your own financial future. And
making informed choices can help
make that future a bright one.
This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor.
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for where you are,
for
for where you are,

Any Service

where you are,

for where you’re going.
for where you’re going.

New/Used Cars & Trucks • Sales & Leasing
for where you’re going.
www.freedomgm.com

l i g h t h o u s e g r o u p. n e t

7052 W. 48th St., Fremont • (231)924-0600

l i g h t h o u s e g r o u p. n e t

l i g h t h o u s e g r o u p. n e t

Since 1958

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS
Commercial-Residential-Industrial-Agricultural
Generator Sales and Installation
Electric Motor Sales & Service

502 E. Main, Fremont -- 924-0960

Hidden Treasures
of Fremont

14 E. Main St., Downtown Fremont • 231-335-2419

Centered on you.
• Feed• Seed• Fertilizer - EvErything For thE Farm 540 W. Main St., Fremont, MI 49412
Phone: (231) 924-3851 Fax: (231) 924-0121

RESALE • CANDY • TREATS
MICHIGAN PRODUCTS • ANTIQUES
CLOTHING • BALLOONS
VINTAGE HOLIDAY • FURNITURE
RESTORED & UP-CYCLED ITEMS
ESTATE SALES & MUCH MORE

SURROUND YOURSELF WITH ART
• KIDS & ADULT CLASSES
• MONTHLY EXHIBITS
• LOCAL ARTIST MARKET

13 E. Main, Fremont • 231.924.4022 • www.ncca-artsplace.org

1013
Main,Main,
Fremont
1042W.West
Fremont
(A.J.’s Fun Park)
US-10, Ludington
924-6260

Load Your Own

Newaygo County's Newspaper
Published Wednesdays

44 W. Main Street • P.O. Box 7
Fremont, MI 49412
Telephone: (231) 924-4400 • Fax (231) 924-4066
tinews@comcast.net
tiadvertising@comcast.net

(231) 924-6260

Salt Special -

Donate
. Shop . Volunteer
Buy
6 bags,
Donate
. FREE.
ShopImprovement
. Volunteer Store
Your
getDiscount
7th bagHome
Your Discount Home Improvement Store

C

June
%
nele 10 % off RED TAGS
TagJuSa
Ensing’s
WatEr
10
off RED
TAGS arE
Tag Sale 25% off BLUE TAGS
WE MAKE
WATER GOOD FOR LIFE
%
25% off
BLUE TAGS
535 E. 50
Main
St., Fremont -- 924-2310
% off GREEN TAGS

50

Your

• SPECIALTY STUDIOS
• GROUP PROGRAMS
• POTTERY PLACE

off GREEN TAGS

WANTED:
WANTED:
Donations
furniture,
Donations of
of appliances,
appliances, furniture,
Donate
. Shop
. Volunteer
construction
andother
other WweWe
construction materials
materials and
will bilel be
gently
used
materials.
cslo
gently
used materials.
Discount
Home
ImprovementcloStore
edsed

Dine In or Take Out

200 off

$

16” Regular
Priced Pizza

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10am-10pm, Fri. 10am-11pm
Sat. 11am-11pm, Sun. 3pm-10pm

Dine-In or
Take-Out

Coupon valid thru
Sept. 30, 2018

WINTER HOURS: MON. - THURS. 10AM - 9PM
FRI. & SAT. 10AM - 10PM • SUN. 11AM - 8PM

Mark Your Calendars!

JuJlyu4ly 4 &
& 5. 5.

PRINTING & COPY SERVICES
Design • Imaging • Bindery & Mailing Services
Rubber Stamps • Lamination
Graduation & Wedding Invitaions & Announcements

1212 Locust Ave., Fremont, MI 49412
Ph: 231.924.0630 • 800.482.5262 • Fax: 231.924.5580
www.hi-lites.com

Donate • Shop • Volunteer

5484 S. Warner, Fremont • 924-0350

5484
S. Warner,
• 924-0350
Open Wed.-Fri.
10 am-6Fremont
pm; Sat. 10
am-4 pm
5983
S.
Warner,
Open Wed.-Fri.
10 am-6Fremont
pm; Sat. •
10924-0350
am-4 pm
Open Wed.-Fri. 10am - 6pm; Sat. 10am - 4pm

2018 Fair Days Will Be
Held August 4th -11
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Edgewater Bank opens loan office in Fremont
Edgewater Bancorp, Inc. (EGDW), the mont and the surrounding area.
holding company for Edgewater Bank,
Richard E. Dyer, President & CEO of
has opened a Loan Production Office Edgewater Bank stated, “I’ve known and
(“LPO”) in Fremont, MI. The new LPO, worked with Don since 1994. He is an
located within the
H & S Plaza fa- excellent banker and dedicated commucility on West Main Street, will initially nity member. Don knows the market and
provide commercial and
will be a strong advocate
agricultural lending serof Edgewater’s community
vices to Fremont and the
banking philosophy.” Dyer
surrounding areas.
also noted, “Don will have
Donald (Don) Farmer,
the flexibility, autonomy,
a 38-year banking veterand resources to serve
an and 30-year Fremont
Fremont and the surroundresident, will serve as
ing market areas because
Senior Vice President of
of the confidence we have
Edgewater Bank and opin his abilities and experierate out of the Fremont
ence. He will also serve
LPO. Farmer is a gradon Edgewater’s leadership
uate of Central Michigan
team, adding his talents to
University and numerous
an existing team of accomindustry-specific
eduplished community bankcational programs. He
ers.”
has been active in the
Dyer indicated that the
Don Farmer
Fremont and Newaygo
Fremont area was an atCounty areas, serving in leadership tractive market for Edgewater because
roles with the Fremont Chamber of of Farmer, but also because of knowlCommerce, Fremont Lions Club, Nation- edge and experience in the market.
al Baby Food Festival, Newaygo County Dyer served as President & CEO of
Agricultural Fair Association, Newaygo FMB-Old State Bank of Fremont and
County 4-H Council, and Fremont Pub- previously lived in Fremont. He was
lic Schools Board of Education. Farmer also active with the Fremont Chamber
is a past recipient of the Dorcas Mort- of Commerce, Fremont Economic Deland Award from the Fremont Chamber velopment Corporation, and served as
of Commerce for his contributions to Chairman of the National Baby Food
local business and the Fremont com- Festival. He is a past recipient of the
munity. You can find our office at 701 Fremont Chamber of Commerce’s ComW. Main St. in Fremont (the office fac- munity Action Award.
es the exit of Van’s Car Wash) Suite #3.
In addition to Farmer and Dyer’s
Don’s office phone is 231-538-8300, cell connections to the Fremont market,
phone is 231-928-9155, and fax number Edgewater Bank’s Senior Vice Presiof 231-335-2050. His e-mail address is dent & Chief Financial Officer Coleen
dfarmer@edgewaterbank.com We are Frens-Rossman is a Fremont native.
ready and able to make loans in Fre- Her parents and other family members

Insight Pregnancy Services
moves to Fremont
Insight Pregnancy Services, a provider of life-affirming education and
support, announced this week that they
have relocated their office to 1007 West
Main in Fremont, MI.
For the last 18 years, Insight Pregnancy Services, formerly Alpha Family Center, has served all of Newaygo
County from its location just south of
the city of Newaygo. It was an unexpected opportunity the faith-based, prolife organization was able to turn into an
expansion of its services to the community. “We believe it was the moving of
God in answer to over a year of prayer”,
said Debbie Lamos, Executive Director.
“We were looking to retire our mortgage, so the monies spent on bricks
and mortar could be reallocated to directly serving people in an expansion
of our services. We were not looking to
sell our facility.”
Buyers from the GR area approached
the organization with an offer to purchase in order to open a much-needed
daycare center in the Newaygo area.
This offer has allowed Insight to move

to Fremont; a much better location to
reach the young people they serve.
In the process they have been able to
eliminate their mortgage, purchase and
renovate an excellent facility for cash.
Lamos stated, “this is a win-win-win for
everyone”.
The move will position the organization to expand its services by adding
a mobile unit, in the near future. The
unit will have ultrasound capability and
counseling space and will serve each
town in the county one day per week.
About Insight Pregnancy Services
Insight Pregnancy Services, a 501(c)
(3), provides education and support to
both women and men who are facing an
unplanned pregnancy with: pregnancy
tests and options counsel, parenting
and adoption support, the Insight 4
Dads program, healthy relationship education and support and post abortion
and other sexual trauma recovery support. All services are free and confidential. For more information visit: InsightPregnancy.com or find us on Facebook
and Instagram.

still reside in Fremont.
Farmer commented about his new
role with Edgewater, “I look forward to
continuing to serve the community and
working for an organization that places
so much effort and attention on client
service, community involvement, and
flexible banking practices.”
Based in Saint Joseph, Michigan,
Edgewater Bancorp is the bank holding
company for Edgewater Bank. Edge-

water Bank provides commercial, mortgage, and consumer loan and deposit
banking services from 5 full-service
banking offices in St. Joseph, Bridgman, Buchanan, Coloma, and Royalton
Township, plus a loan production office
in Fremont, MI. Edgewater Bancorp’s
common stock is listed under the symbol “EGDW.”
Additional information
about Edgewater may be found at www.
edgewaterbank.com.

Our Family
Serving
Yours.
Ken Wolffis

President/Manager

Jonathan Wolffis

Licensed Funeral Director

Continuing a Tradition of Excellent Service!
637 E. Main Street • Fremont, Michigan 49412
Phone (231) 924-2130 • Toll Free (888) 544-5388
View Current Obituaries at: www.kroeze-wolffisfh.com
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Apply for workforce training funds
NCDP Annual Dinner and
through Michigan Works! West Central
Silent Auction at Dogwood Ctr.
Submitted by Michigan Works! West Central

The Newaygo County Democratic
Party will host the 2nd Annual Dinner
and Silent Auction on September 15,
2018. The event will be held at 6 p.m.
at the Dogwood Center for Performing
Arts in Fremont with the theme “Catch
the Blue Wave.”
The dinner will be catered by the local
Gala Gourmet. The menu will include
braised beef roast, garlic mashed potatoes, asparagus, salad and rolls with
a vegetarian main course option. Beer,
wine and non-alcoholic beverages will
be served.
Featured Speakers
Dr. Rob Davidson and Ms. Sandy
Clarke, candidates for U.S. 2nd Congressional District and 100th State
House District respectively, will be featured speakers. Other speakers and
candidates will be announced for the
event and a special video by Senator
Debbie Stabenow will be presented.
“The Annual Dinner and Silent Auction has become an important venue to
meet local Democratic candidates and
to hear their campaign platforms,” states
Dallas Dean, Newaygo County Democratic Party Chair. “We also get sitting
representatives who can give unique
perspectives on the current political climate and issues.”
Silent Auction Donations and
Dinner Sponsorships
Donations of business certificates,
original art, quality crafts and unique
vintage pieces are being accepted now
for the fundraiser. “This is a great way
for businesses to promote to a diverse
audience,” states Shelly Ross, Event
and Fundraising Chair. “And artists are
able to increase audience exposure to
their works as well.”
Sponsorships are available that not
only boost the fundraiser success but

also provide additional business and
individual promotional opportunities.
Sponsorship levels vary and benefits include complimentary tickets and prominent listings in the program. Higher
level sponsors will be given additional
exposure and a place at the speaker’s
podium.
Supporting Local Candidates
“The Annual Dinner and Silent Auction gives the Newaygo County Democratic Party a means to help support our
local district candidates,” added Shelly
Ross. “These people are doctors, teachers and public health educators who are
making huge commitments and great
sacrifices to hold office for their neighbors and community members. They
are not funded by super pacs, and in
fact are opposed to the kind of funding
that ties them to their funders instead of
their constituency. They need the help of
those they intend to represent, and that
is why we hold this fundraiser.”
Individual tickets to the event are
$50.00 per person and reservations
will be taken until September 1. Tickets
and sponsorship purchases as well as
silent auction donations can be made
by calling 231.709.9007. More information can be found on the website, www.
newaygocodems.org, or by stopping in
the office at 26 W. Main Street, Fremont,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday. You can also email inquiries and
requests to be placed on the organization’s e-news at newaygocountydemocrats@gmail.com.
“Last year’s event was a great success, with everyone enjoying the food,
the speakers and the silent auction
items,” added Dallas. “We expect to
have an even greater turnout this year.
We hope to see many new faces at the
table.”

Have you heard? The popular Skilled
Trades Training Fund (STTF) is getting
a name change. The competitive grant
program will now be known as the Going PRO Talent Fund.
Even with a name change, the Talent
Fund remains one of the most powerful
tools in Michigan to address in-demand
skill growth and employer talent needs.
This fall, the State of Michigan is scheduled to release an estimated $29 million
through the fund, that area companies
can apply for to receive funds to train
their new or existing workforce.
“The Going PRO Talent Fund, formerly known as the Skilled Trades Training
Fund, is an excellent way for employers
to provide training for their workforce,”
said Michigan Works! West Central Executive Director Paul Griffith. “Last year,
Michigan Works! West Central helped 31
companies across our six-county region
earn nearly $1 million in grant awards
to train more than 800 new and existing employees. It was a banner year for
our team and area employers. We look
to increase the number of awards in our
region in the upcoming grant round.”
Since its inception in 2014, Michigan
Works! West Central has helped secure
nearly $2 million in funding for 45 different employers in its six-county region,
which equates to nearly 2,000 workers
receiving skilled-trades training. In Newaygo County, seven different compa-

nies have received more than $371,000
to train nearly 340 employees since the
program began.
This fall will mark the sixth year of
the program, which was implemented
by Gov. Rick Snyder in 2013, and administered by the state Talent Investment Agency. Training programs are
customized to the needs of each employer, allowing them to either promote
from within or to train and develop new
skilled workers. Employers are expected to be active in designing the training,
and when completed, workers receive a
credential for a recognizable and transferable skill.
To be eligible, employers must demonstrate a need for training that will allow
their business to compete, expand and
contribute to the local economy and do
business in Michigan.
Employers must also be current on all
federal and state tax obligations; and be
willing to participate under the project’s
parameters and guidelines.
Applications can only be filed by
Michigan Works! West Central who will
sit down with employers to determine if
a training program can help fill gaps in
their training and job-recruitment needs.
For more information about the Going PRO Talent Fund contact Michigan
Works! West Central Business Services
Specialist Jonathan Eppley at (231)
660-0253 or at jeppley@michworkswc.
org.

Chamber Handshake
We are pleased to introduce 6 new members of the Fremont Area
Chamber of Commerce. We would like to welcome the following companies
who have recently joined the Fremont Area Chamber, an organization
whose programs help build a better community by building better
businesses. Please consider them for your personal and professional
needs.
EDGEWATER BANK
Mr. Don Farmer
701 W. Main Steet
Suite 3
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 928-9155
E-mail: dfarmer@edgewaterbank.com
Internet: www.edgewaterbank.com
RUNIC FORGE PRODUCTIONS
Mr. Lowell Godfrey
PO Box 95
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 245-4032
E-mail: thorinskald@yahoo.com
Internet: www.newaygocountycomiccon.
com
JMX ENTERTAINMENT GROUP LLC
Mr. Jack Vanderboegh
6641 First Street
Holton, MI 49425
(231) 747-5945
E-mail: jmx.entertainment@hotmail.com
Internet: www.jmxentgroup.com

THE FRECKLED FAWN
Ms Jolynn Brant
22 W. Main Street
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 335-5090
E-mail: hello@thefreckledfawn.love
Internet: www.thefreckledfawn.love
THE COTTAGES AT MARTIN LAKE
Ms Anna Hunt
3088 S. VanWagoner Avenue
Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 307-4567
E-mail: info@thecottagesatmartinlake.com
Internet: www.thecottagesatmartinlake.com
WEST MICHIGAN ROOFING
Ms. Julie Lanka
18450 171st Ave.
Spring Lake, MI 49456
(616) 846-1536
E-mail: office@westmichiganroofing.com
Internet: www.westmichiganroofing.com

Gerber FCU donates 100 backpacks
stuffed with school supplies
Gerber Federal Credit Union purchased backpacks filled with supplies from Yoobi, an innovative school supply company, for donation to
local schools. For every supply Gerber FCU purchased, Yoobi donated an equal number of items
to high-need elementary schools across the U.S.
through the Kids in Need Foundation, creating an
impact both locally and nationally.
Gerber FCU’s John Buckley, President/CEO,
and Heather Wiersema, Marketing Manager, distributed a total of 100 backpacks to the following
school districts: Big Jackson, Fremont, Fremont
Christian, Grant Christian, Grant, Hesperia,
Holton, Newaygo and White Cloud.
“Our employees were excited to participate
with the backpack assembly and had such a
great time,” said John Buckley. “Anything is possible when children begin the school year with
the tools they need to succeed. We’re proud to
John Buckley handed out
partner with Yoobi to give kids a great start.”
Find out more about Gerber FCU’s youth pro- backpacks at Big Jackson
grams at www.gerberfcu.com/youth.
School
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Help protect vulnerable family
members from scam artists

If you have older family members house and cell phones at www.donotwhose cognitive functions or decision- call.gov, you may be able to reduce their
making abilities have declined, or who exposure to unwanted calls.
are lonely or recently widowed, you
• Obtain power of attorney. By creatmight need to help protect them against ing a power of attorney, your loved ones
financial scams. What steps should you can designate you or another trusted
take?
relative or friend to assist
First of all, try to gain a
with their finances now –
good sense of their overall
for day-to-day assistance
financial activity. Look for
and protection from scamred flags, such as a relucmers – and later, should
tance to discuss money
they become incapacitated.
matters, consistently unAgain, you will need to empaid bills, unexplained withploy some sensitivity when
drawals, mysterious wire
discussing this issue.
transfers or a sudden need
• Check references of
to purchase large quanticaretakers. As mentioned
ties of gift cards. And watch
above, some caretakers
out for new “best friends” or
are, unfortunately, dishoncaretakers who show an unest. Before you hire one,
usual interest in your loved
check out this person’s refCathy Kissinger
one’s finances.
erences. And even when
Edward Jones
Whether or not you’ve
you do, be careful – scam
Financial Advisor,
observed any of these acartists have been known
AAMS®
tivities, you can help your
to use accomplices as ref6908 West 48th
elderly family members by
erences, so you will need
Street, Fremont,
making these moves:
to be thorough in your re(231) 924-0373
• Have checks (such as
search and questions.
Social Security payments)
• Get to know your family
directly deposited. You can help your members’ financial advisors. If possifamily members avoid a lot of potential ble, become acquainted with your older
trouble by having their checks deposit- family members’ financial advisors. Any
ed directly into their bank accounts.
reputable advisor will welcome a con• Seek permission to become a joint nection with their clients’ loved ones.
account owner. By becoming a joint And if you are involved in any estate
account owner on your elderly family plans, this multi-generational relationmembers’ checking and savings ac- ship will prove beneficial for everyone.
counts, you can review statements
• Ask to meet any new “friends” they
for suspicious activity. Of course, your have met online. When someone is
loved ones may be initially reluctant to lonely, they become vulnerable to onadd your name, but if you have a good line friendships. Sometimes, these new
relationship with them, you should be friends make promises of meeting, but
able to explain the benefits.
never show – and then they suddenly
• Shred bank statements, credit card need money for one reason or another.
offers and notices of lottery or sweepIt can be challenging to guard against
stakes winnings. One of the most useful all threats posed by the scammers of
gifts you can give to your elderly family the world. But by staying alert and takmembers may be a shredder. Encour- ing the appropriate preventive actions,
age them to use it to shred old bank you may be able to help safeguard your
statements, credit card offers and other loved ones’ financial security.
financial documents.
This article was written by Edward Jones
• Get on a “do not call” list. Telephone for use by your local Edward Jones Finanscammers are persistent and devious. cial Advisor.
By registering your family members’

Newaygo Firearms Training Center
welcomes Miranda Durham
Newaygo Firearms Training Center & ic training to our facility” stated Owner,
Range welcomes their new Firearms In- Rob Pope. Miranda is also leading the
structor and Shop Manformation of a local chapager, Miranda Durham.
ter of the The Well Armed
Miranda is a Fremont
Women, a nonprofit organinative and has law enzation that organizes local
forcement experience
groups of women around
as a Sergeant of Lawthe country that meet
ton Police Department
monthly to practice, learn
in Lawton, Oklahoma.
and grow as shooters.
Miranda is a United
Newaygo Firearms speStates Concealed Carcializes in training Responry Association Certified
sibly Armed Americans
Instructor in Concealed
and strives to bring high
Carry and Home Dequality educational opporfense Fundamentals as
tunities to the area. Dewell as Women’s Self
tails on the facility, class
Defense and Firearms
offerings and schedule are
Fundamentals.
available on their web site,
Miranda Durham
“With Miranda on our
NewaygoFirearms.com or
team we will be able to expand our by stop by the shop at 9125 S. Wisner
class offerings and bring female specif- Ave. Newaygo, MI 49337.

ExpEriEncE • DEDication
Pam Schwallier
REALTOR®
Residential & Commercial

Serving the West Michigan Community

616.490.4630
1100 4 Mile Rd NW, Suite D
Grand Rapids, MI 49544
Email: queen100@iserv.net
www.GreatLakesSignatureProperties.com

Thanks to the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce
and its members for supporting Connections!
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2018 NBFF Scenes

Two High Strung
(above), Voices of
Freedom (top right),
and The Outhouse
Band were featured
performers at this
years Summer
Concert Series.
Winners of the NBFF Kiddie Parade

Concert
Series...
Continued from page 1

ganizations. There was a wide variety
served from: hot dogs and hamburgers/cheeseburgers, polish sausage and
sauerkraut, pulled pork sandwiches,
chips and desserts! Our local non-profits were: Empowerment Network, Fremont Lions Club, Lighthouse for Veterans, Fremont Senior Escape, Fremont
Wolf Pack, Fremont Boy Scouts and the
Fremont Band Boosters. The Chamber will be looking to expand the food
options served so families can come to
the concerts and also enjoy a dinner in
the park. If your non-profit is interested
in taking part in this, please contact the
Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce.
The Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce would also like to thank the City
of Fremont for their support and the use
of the beautiful Veterans Memorial Park.
The Fremont Summer Concert Series was made possible through the
generous sponsorship of many local
businesses. The Chamber wishes to
extend a heartfelt thank you to the following businesses that made the 2018
concerts possible:
Gerber Products Company/Nestle
Nutrition
Fremont Area Community Foundation
Times Indicator
Hi-Lites Shopper’s Guide
Paulsen Heating & Cooling, Inc
The Shack Country Inn
Nieboer Electric
Fountain View Of Fremont
Gerber Federal Credit Union
Newaygo Medical Care Facility
Kroeze-Wolffis Funeral Home
Chemical Bank
If you have any questions or suggestions regarding the Fremont Summer
Concert Series or if you are interested
in sponsoring next season’s concert series, please contact the Chamber office
at (231) 924-0770. For other Chamber or area activities visit the Chamber
website at www.fremontcommerce.com
for details.

