FARMING IN
THE DESERT
Powell Wyoming is in the Big Horn Basin located in
Northwest Wyoming, next to Yellowstone National
Park. Fossils tell us the Basin was once lush with
vegetation. Irrigation allows this high desert to
bloom again and provide food for our nation.

IRRIGATION
The Buffalo Bill Dam is a component of
the Shoshone Project, a Bureau of
Reclamation venture. It was one of the
first concrete arched dams in the
United States. When completed in 1910
it was also the highest at 325 feet. The
project supplies full irrigation to 93,113
acres and supplemental water to 14,561
acres.

FARMS
Park County has 860 farms on 813,152
acres of farm land. The number of farms
and market values are increasing while
the average farm size is decreasing.
Farming is listed for 408 of the farms as
their principal occupation.
2012 Census of Agriculture
for Park County, WY

FOOD
Park County is the number one producer
of barley for grains, sugarbeets for
sugar, and dry edible beans (excluding
limas) in Wyoming. We also grow hay for
haylage, field and grass seed crops. The
top livestock raised are cattle, sheep.
and horses
2012 Census of Agriculture
for Park County, WY

Wyoming, on average, has the largest farms and ranches in
the United States. We rank number two for dry beans, lamb
and wool production. 2016 Wyoming Agriculture Statistics
Sources:
https://www.usbr.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/nr/testing/ReclamationDamsAndWaterPro
jects/Buffalo_Billl_Dam.html
https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Reso
urces/County_Profiles/Wyoming/cp56029.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Wyoming/Public
ations/Annual_Statistical_Bulletin/WY_2016_Bulletin.pdf

Homestead in 1912

921-WA Mathew starting Homestead 1912
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Water Facts
Typical Water use Amounts
1 acre of hay = 3.3 acres-feet
1 acre of corn = 2.7 acres-feet
1 acre of barley = 2.0 acre-feet
1 acre of sugar beets = 2.7 acre-feet
1 barrel of refined petroleum = 770 gal.
1 average home + 0.57 acres-foot/ year
1 average home = 505 gallons/ day
1 average person = 158 gallons/ day
Annual Wyoming Water Use
irrigation = 2.3 million AF of streamflow
reservoir evaporation = 400,000 AF
all others = 60,000 AF of streamflow
irrigation = 300,000 AF of groundwater
all other = 100,000 AF of groundwater
Water Produced & Consumed
water flowing into Wyoming = 2 million AF/ year
water produced in state = 16.2 million AF/ year
surface water consumed = 2.8 million AF/ year
water flowing out of state = 15.4 million AF/ year
Water Unit Conversions
1 cubic foot = 7.48 gallons = 62.4 lbs
1 gallon = 8.3 lbs
1 gallon = 4 quarts = 3.7853 liters
1 liter = 0.264 gallon
1 acre-foot = 43,560 cubic feet
1 acre-foot = 325,851 gallons
1 second-foot/ day = 1.984 acre-feet/ day
1 second-foot/ day = 86,400 cubic feet
1 cubic foot/ second = 448.8 gallons/min
1 cubic foot/ second = 646,317 gallons/ day
1 gallon/ minute = 192.5 cubic feet/ day
1 gallon/ minute = 0.00442 acre-foot/ day
waterplan.state.wy.us/
1 million gallons= 3.0684 acre-feet

