Why we oppose
ND Measures 1 and 3
The Chamber opposes North Dakota Measures 1 and 3.
The Chamber’s Public Policy committee invited both the
proponents and opponents of the measure to speak at
their September meeting. After discussion the committee
then recommended a stance of opposition to the
Board of Directors, and the board voted
unanimously to carry the recommendation
of the committee and formally oppose
both measures.

Measure 1: Pertaining to the Transparency of
Funding Sources, Lobbyists, Conflicts of Interests,
and the Establishment of an Ethics Commission
WHAT MEASURE 1 DOES
Measure 1 establishes a five-member ethics commission, creates a
whistleblower hotline, establishes intrusive reporting requirements, bans
lobbyists from gifting anything to a public official, creates provisions
aimed to prevent conflicts of interests for government officials, bans
political contributions from foreign entities and includes a supremacy
clause that nullifies any conflicting articles in the constitution.

Why we oppose Measure 1
• Creating a new commission with no
fiscal constraints leaves the fiscal
impact unknown.

• The whistleblower hotline has no

provisions protecting the alleged
violator, raising concerns for the
due process of citizens.

• The intrusive reporting requirements
dictates that individuals or
organizations engaged in the political
process disclose their membership
lists, sponsors and contributions that
exceed $200. This includes charities,
religious organizations, media, and
Chambers of Commerce.

Helpful Links
Candidate Q&A blog:
bit.ly/2018FMWFcandidates
ND’s 4 Statewide Measures:
bit.ly/2018NDMeasures

• Banning lobbyists from gifting

anything to public officials would
seriously affect the citizen legislature
approach that ND is proud of.

• As the language of “appearance of

bias to a reasonable person” is not
defined, this could indirectly force
constitutional officers to not accept
contributions from individuals and
corporations for fear of not being able
to carry out duties including voting.

• Language regarding political

contributions, open records and
transparency are already included
in state law.

• The supremacy clause language is a
reckless provision to override any
conflicting language in state law.

Measure 1 Opposition
press release:
bit.ly/NDMeasure1
Measure 3 Opposition
press release:
bit.ly/NDMeasure3

Measure 3: Legalization of Marijuana
WHAT MEASURE 3 DOES
Measure 3 would make recreational marijuana legal in the state of North
Dakota with limited restrictions, providing many unanswered questions
with the possibility of numerous unintended consequences.

Why we oppose Measure 3
• The Chamber is most concerned

• Proponents claim there will be

• Any business that has federal

• There are no restrictions to how

• The measure calls in question whether

• It would override existing non-

with the uncertainty it provides
businesses and the likely negative
impact to workforce.
interaction will face numerous
challenges with inconsistencies
in policy because marijuana is
illegal at the federal level.
it supersedes drug policies that
individual companies have in place.
Thus, it has the potential to nullify
existing company drug policies.

• The estimated cost to the state is an
additional $6 million dollars or more.

• The call for expungement of all

marijuana-related criminal charges on
individuals’ records as written would
expunge serious crimes if they are in
the same charging document as the
marijuana-related criminal charge.

increased state revenues, but sales of
marijuana will only be subject to the
state’s 5% sales and tax use.
marijuana may be sold, leaving
the option of person-to-person sales,
where tax benefits would never
be realized.
smoking laws, making it possible for
businesses to allow marijuana to be
smoked in their establishment but still
prohibiting cigarette smoking; and
allow for marijuana to be smoked in
public buildings and facilities.

• If passed, it would make North Dakota
the most lenient state in the nation
regarding its recreational
marijuana laws.

Remember to vote
on November 6!
For more information on all four ND measures,
our stances, or a Q&A with the candidates running
for election, visit fmwfchamber.com/blog.
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