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Submitted by Harry Kunselman, Government Affairs Committee Chairperson
The Government Affairs Committee for the Chamber had a very busy year. At the start of 2019, the
committee identified the annual policy priorities of Enhancing Educational Pathways; Maximizing Riverfront
Potential; and Elevating Transportation Infrastructure. Once these priorities were established, the
committee formed three sub-committees focusing on the priorities.
The Enhancing Educational Pathways subcommittee focused on analyzing Beaver County’s current K-12
system; encouraging further development of post-secondary opportunities to retain our students beyond high school; advocating for
business-education partnerships that support and grow current infrastructure to offer opportunities to our students; and urging funding to
increase awareness by students and their families of the many career pathways that exist from college to the trades. This committee spent
the majority of the year focusing on supporting current partnerships and their established programs throughout the County. One of them
is the Energy & Advanced Manufacturing Partnership which provided approximately 700 Beaver County Middle School students the chance
to explore educational pathways available to them in high school and beyond. Members of the committee also participated in The Beaver
County Partnership’s Quality of Education Committee and fully support its on-going analysis and feasibility study of the current K-12
education systems in Beaver County.
The subcommittee for Maximizing Riverfront Potential advocates convening “river entrepreneurs” to create businesses related to our
waterways; focuses on working with our elected officials to introduce local, state and federal legislation to protect Beaver County’s fragile
and scenic Ohio River slopes; and aims to identify achievable river-oriented elements of the current Beaver County Comprehensive Plan
and facilitate their implementation. This committee spent the majority of the year focusing on identifying key organizations, landowners
and initiatives associated with riverfront development. The committee was successful in gaining county-wide support to bring the Gateway
Clipper to Beaver County for a first-ever, sold-out Legislative Cruise organized by the Chamber and sponsored by the Beaver County
Regional Council of Governments. The group identified a viable trail project for the Monaca Bluffs, with commitments from stakeholders.
In 2020, we will continue to develop a legislative direction for Ohio River Slopes protections and host one or more events on the river.
Finally, the Elevating Transportation Infrastructure committee focuses on public investment to advance projects that will maximize the
movement of people and goods in the region; engaging in the planning process for future projects through participating with eh Southwest
Planning Commission, PennDOT and the County Planning Department; seeks to identify projects that are important to the Chamber’s mission and advocate for their inclusion and funding; advocates for projects that will allow downstream development anticipate from the petrochemical plant to readily move into Beaver County; and will coordinate with local and regional transportation agencies to ensure that
public transportation is available for the current and future workforce. The committee spent the majority of the year identifying the key
players on the local and state levels to partner with. In addition, it has met with the County Planning Department to discuss short and long
term goals, and had SPC and PennDOT’s District 11 Manager give presentations at the Government Affairs meetings. The committee has
participated in a BCTA Mobility Management Meeting and in the coming year plans to establish strategic partnerships to help consolidate
opinion and focus the region’s approach to needed projects and the funding necessary to accomplish those projects.

So where do we go from here? The entire Government Affairs Committee, at our December meeting, unanimously voted to keep the same
priorities again for 2020. Everyone felt that there is still a lot of work to be accomplished on these initiatives and are eager to “dig in” for
the new year and make Beaver County the best place in the country to live and work.
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