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July Government Affairs Message
Please help us Move Beaver County Forward
by Beaver County Commissioner Jack Manning

When I and my fellow Commissioners Dan Camp and Tony Amadio were
sworn into office, we didn’t quite know everything that was about to happen
when our terms began on January 6, 2020. But we took those oaths of office
with a commitment of protecting the health, safety and economic well-being of all
Beaver County residents to the best of our ability. It is a serious and humbling
responsibility that remains at the forefront of our decision making process.
Balancing the decisions between our community’s physical heath and economic
well-being is a very fine line to walk. As Commissioners, we find there are no
simple solutions. This pandemic has also exposed the limitations and lack of
authority we have to implement and control ways in which we can protect our residents and help the business
community survive. Without our own health department or enforcement authority, we can only try to influence residents
and the business community to follow the consensus best practices to mitigate the impact COVID-19 is having on
Beaver County.
As a county government we are imposing face covering and social distancing protocols throughout the Courthouse. We
embrace these as our best way of helping Beaver County from slipping back into more onerous business restrictions.
That is something no resident of Beaver County wants to see happen, but if it does, it will only be our own fault. Far too
many residents and some business owners are not taking this virus seriously enough.
Our numbers for percent testing positive are higher than every other county in Pennsylvania. Our rate of positive cases
is not the result of more testing, it is as a result of community spread by those who either don’t know they have the virus
or don’t care if they do or not. There is a disturbing and misguided belief that wearing a mask or face covering is an
affront to “personal freedom” or that this whole coronavirus is either overblown or a hoax.
While I have no sure way of knowing how to get through to those folks with these beliefs, as a County Commissioner I
do know of a way that we can better ensure compliance. That is why I am appealing to every business owner and
service organization, both large and small, to mandate face coverings and practice social distancing in their
establishments. It won’t stop some of those people still intent on attending large gatherings at homes and private
venues, but I believe it will help reduce the spread and limit the rise in cases throughout Beaver County.
We know the business climate is daunting and many small shops and restaurants are already, or on the brink of closing.
It breaks our hearts to see that happen and the loss of so many livelihoods associated with them. We must get our
numbers under control if we are to regain consumer confidence in shopping and dining in our downtowns, strip malls
and local shopping districts. We all want our schools and college campuses to return to normal as well. But none of that
will happen if the number of cases doesn’t improve dramatically in Beaver County. I appeal to you to think about the
greater community good in the near future by tolerating the minor inconveniences we endure now.
My father and mother, like many of your parents or grandparents, endured the Great Depression, World War II,
rationing, the threat of nuclear war, and many other hardships during their lifetimes. I believe they would think this is
hardly an affront to our personal freedom to wear a mask. It’s nothing compared to what they endured. They would most
likely be telling me to not be so selfish and think of something greater than myself. Do the right thing and cover your
face, practice social distancing and practice good health hygiene.
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Full list of Chamber Staff Contact Information & NEW Address effective August 1, 2020.
Helen Kissick: President & Executive Director P: 724-775-3944 C:412-974-2513 Email: president@bcchamber.com
Kaitlyn Poleti: Membership & Marketing Director P: 724-906-4280 Email: kpoleti@bcchamber.com
Michelle Musselman: Event & Programming Director P: 724-906-4286 Email: mmusselman@bcchamber.com
Melina Giffin: Finance Department: P: 724-775-3924 Email: finance@bcchamber.com
Camille Pelka & Nathan Beaver: Interns P: 724-775-3944 Email: info@bcchamber.com
Emily Reagan: Marketing Intern Email: intern@bcchamber.com

525 3rd St. 2nd Floor
Beaver, PA 15009
724-775-3944

