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*The Beaver County Chamber of Commerce recognizes the Coronavirus and we’ll
continue to communicate on that front via other Chamber communications, so
stay tuned and stay safe and healthy. Please know that we will continue to serve
you, and don’t hesitate to reach out via email or phone.*

March 2020 Government Affairs Update
On February 4, 2020, the Beaver County Chamber of Commerce hosted one of its signature annual events, the “State of the
County,” at the Fez, with over 200 people attending. KDKA Money and Politics Editor, Jon Delano, moderated, with the Beaver
County Commissioners answering questions posed by the Chamber’s Government Affairs Committee and audience members.
Because time did not permit asking all of the audience’s questions, the Chamber invited the Commissioners to answer more of
them here. Stay tuned for future opportunities to hear from our Commissioners.
~ Harry F. Kunselman, Chair of the Government Affairs Committee, Beaver County Chamber
of Commerce
From Commissioners Dan Camp, Tony Amadio and Jack Manning:
Thank you to the Beaver County Chamber, and all those attending the event at The Fez last month, for the opportunity to
present our viewpoints and vision on the State of Beaver County. We understand the audience had a few more questions to be
asked before running out of time. Here is our response to two of those additional questions from the Chamber:
Question 1: Are you confident in the integrity of the County’s voting and election process for the 2020 elections?
Answer: We are very confident that the Bureau of Elections Office staff will ensure that the voting process will provide
accessibility, accuracy and integrity for voters. The newly enacted Act 77, passed in Harrisburg last year, will also provide
residents with more options to register to vote up to 15 days before the elections, and also more freedom to vote via
absentee ballot. There should be no excuse for not voting in 2020. And we always encourage everyone to do their civic duty
and vote.
Question 2: Tell us about any sustainability initiatives the County is pursuing: storm water reduction, alternative energy,
clean waterways, etc.
Answer: As a Commonwealth, the County has very little control and responsibility for storm water run-off and keeping the
waterways clean. Most of that falls under the purview of your local municipality, the state DEP, and federal EPA. We can
and do control County property, and work with the Beaver County Conservation District to mitigate the disruption of the
environment.
We are also, extremely proud of the efforts of our team of County employees who manage our sustainability and waste
management programs. Director Holly Vogt and her team have brought in over two million dollars in grants to help with
waste management projects and expanding our recycling to include electronics. We are the only County in southwest PA to
do so, helping prevent illegal dumping of TVs, etc., along our rural roadsides. In addition we have our own paper shredding
truck that was purchased and paid for with proceeds of paper recycling. We recently expanded by 10 acres the Beaver
County Compost Site, that has been praised by the DEP as a model for other counties in the Commonwealth.
There are plans to explore expansion of our County efforts to include solar panels at various locations and create and
education center to promote sustainability for residents and school districts. We have and will continue to partner with
business and industry and other groups to move as close as possible toward an effort of zero waste in our County buildings
and grounds.

New Members!
IXOYE Designs, LLC
Nathanael Musselman
843 Monaca Road
Monaca, PA 15061
234-207-9669
Advertising and Media
Heart Strong Wellness LLC
Mary Ann Miller
123 Spring Blossom Cir
Beaver Falls, PA 15010
724-312-2338
Training and Development

Toshiba Business Solutions
Michael Ross
26 Nesbitt Road
New Castle, PA 16105
412-880-3369
Office Equipment

Edward Jones–
Jason Cvetkovich
Jason Cvetkovich
2605 Nicholson Rd.
Sewickley, PA 15143
724-933-0331
Financial Services

Butler Gas Products Company
Johnathan Proano
1103 13th Street
New Brighton, PA 15066
814-657-6259
Manufacturing & Production

Nicolina’s Wishes
Patricia Hodovanich
3140 Broadhead Road
Aliquippa, PA 15001
724-462-1419
Non Profit

Herbert, Rowland & Grubic,
Inc.
James Feath
200 West Kensinger Dr
Suite 400
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066
724-779-4777
Civil

Rico Elmore
Rico Elmore
302 Reno Street
Rochester, PA 15074
412-328-8224
Individual Member

Beaver County Children and
Youth Services Advisory Board
Eric O’Connor
1080 8th Avenue
Beaver Falls, PA 15010
724-891-5800
Non Profit

Visit www.bcchamber.com for more info on membership and membership benefits!

TENTATIVE

RESCHEDULED
Re
gi
st
er

A Special Thank You to Outgoing Board Members,
Valerie McElvy and Chris Shovlin!

To my dear friends of the Beaver County Chamber of Commerce, I’ve been reflecting lately with the crisis that
we face as a world. Togetherness is the reason for our bonding in this life. There is no limit to our togetherness
and together we will come out as victors in this trying moment in time. But what will Miss Val be doing in this,
her next chapter? Well, I am thankful that I am an employee of the Franklin Center of Beaver County where I am
allowed to shine as a “true servant”. Service is my arm bearer in everything I do, rather it be in characterization,
distributing free items to the needy and disenfranchised through Professional Outfitters, local government or
being a mom and grandma. Giving is my passion; it changes and humbles. When I was asked to be a part of this
Chamber I did not take the job lightly. It has been an opportunity for me to learn and grow. The Chambers
excitement, energy and enthusiasm are unmatched. I learned how to be part of a team where my thoughts and
ideas were always considered, you inspired me. The amazing talent and collective hard work of this board has
brought rich benefits for this community. I send to every one of you my thanks and well wishes knowing a bright
future is ahead. Until our paths cross again may it be HAND to HAND, mine to yours and yours to mine…… of
course when the social distancing has been lifted and hugging is allowed once again. In the meantime, I'm a
phone call, text or e-mail away.
In service, affectionately known as “Miss Val” Valerie McElvy
Aside from my role as the chief development officer, I've been serving as the spokesperson for the proposed
Midland Innovation and Technology Charter School (MITCS). I've been working under Lincoln Park Performing
Arts Center's Stephen Catanzarite, Mark Elder, Craig Lee, Midland Borough School District Superintendent Sean
Tanner and its corporate and other partners to help found a new state-of-the-art high-tech educational
facility. The Center, which is expert in developing arts education curricula, is now working with its partners to
create new cutting-edge CTE (career technical education) courses. MITCS is in direct response to the workforce
needs of our regional neighbors in the petrochemical and its ancillary industries and will help more readily
prepare western Pennsylvania children in grades 7-12 for careers in a multitude of science and technical
disciplines. Our goals also include redeveloping our host community; Midland. It's been an honor for me to
serve as a board member with the Beaver County Chamber of Commerce particularly during a time when we're
seeing the first massive economic resurgence in a century. - Chris Shovlin

The Beaver County Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce three new board members:
Lindsay Courteau—Marketing Manager, Lincoln Park Performing Arts Center
Paul Hoback Jr. – Chief Development Officer, Allegheny County Airport Authority
Dr. Cheryl King – Executive Director, Franklin Center of Beaver County.
Stay tuned for more information about our new board members in the April newsletter!
To view the full Board of Directors list, visit www.beavercountychamber.com.

BRIGHTON GLASS COMPANY
NEW BRIGHTON---The Brighton Glass Company at its
location 300 5th Avenue, New Brighton is full service
Glass Company offering a complete line of RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES for Beaver County and surrounding areas . Brighton Glass can offer a
variety of services and choices tailored to fit the
customer’s need.
Phone: 724-846-4414

