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President’s Message

BEAVER FALLS – Education, entrepreneurs and community development are coming together
through a new project in the city’s downtown corridor.
Beaver County leaders are creating a Beaver Valley Innovation Hub in Beaver Falls that will
serve as a centralized location where entrepreneurs, small business owners and students can
work together and have access to programming and local experts to foster community
development.
Beaver County is home to nearly 12,000 entrepreneurs and small-business owners who need
space to run their companies, and training and mentorship to help grow it.
The Beaver Valley Innovation Hub will fill that gap, providing the region with much-needed business expertise and co-working
space, helping entrepreneurs do what they do best – build, transform and innovate.
Innovation hubs are most successful, and best able to catalyze change, when designed to meet the specific needs of the community. So, the Beaver County Chamber of Commerce’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship Committee and Penn State Beaver
commissioned a market analysis that found areas of clear demand in the region. Based on those findings, the hub will offer
entrepreneurship programming, and will include coworking spaces, a business accelerator, and a digital maker space; other
possibilities include after-school arts programs, job training and a community kitchen.
“The Beaver Valley Innovation Hub is an important Beaver County effort to which Penn State can bring resources,” Penn State
Beaver’s Chancellor Jenifer Cushman said. “We are excited about working with our higher education partners towards cultural
and economic development.”
Driving the programming in the Innovation Hub will be the Beaver Valley LaunchBox. In addition to entrepreneurship programming, the LaunchBox will coordinate a Bridges Advisory Group consisting of faculty and students from the Bridges and
Pathways College Consortium (Community College of Beaver County, Geneva College, Penn State Beaver and Robert Morris
University) that will provide free technical or creative support to local businesses.
The LaunchBox is part of the Invent Penn State effort, an initiative announced by President Eric Baron in January 2015. The
concept of Invent Penn State was to enact Penn State’s land grant mission by creating collaborations between campuses and
local businesses that would spur community development and job creation and foster student career success.
Currently housed in the Beaver County Chamber of commerce, the LaunchBox is already a resource for aspiring entrepreneurs.
Ashu Kumar, instructor of information sciences and technology at Penn State Beaver, is the director of the Launchbox.
“The LaunchBox offers no-cost training programs, workshops, mentorship, advisory services and microgrants,” Kumar said.
“Our goals is to evangelize innovation and entrepreneurship in the community with an objective to spur economic development, job creation and campus-community collaboration.”
Hub leaders are exploring a partnership with the Beaver County libraries so that LaunchBox programming can be extended
across the county through a hub and spoke model. In the coming year, the libraries and historical societies will also partner
with Bridges and
Pathways to engage our communities in conversations about where we have been, where we are, and
where we would like to go. The common reading for both Bridges and Pathways and PA Cyber students in 2019-2020 will be
Peter Block’s “Community: The Structure of Belonging,” and the educational institutions are planning events around the
theme of community building during the academic year.
The libraries and historical societies will partner on the theme of community building for their events around “Beaver County
Reads.” The hope is that Beaver County residents will engage with each other on envisioning a sustainable and prosperous
future for our region.
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Fortune Ranks Comcast NBCUniversal #3 on 'Best Big Companies to
Work For' List
Fortune has ranked Comcast NBCUniversal #3 on its “Best Big Companies to
Work For” list. The ranking was released in conjunction with the annual 2019
FORTUNE “100 Best Companies to Work For” list, where Comcast NBCUniversal was also recognized, according to global research and consulting firm Great
Place to Work and Fortune.
It’s an honor to be on this list, alongside many other impressive companies.
This recognition is a reflection of our fantastic employees around the world
who bring their passion and commitment to work every day, building an inclusive environment where all ideas can be shared and heard.
This list recognized companies with over 100,000 US employees who have
received the Great Place to Work Certification. They were ranked based on
anonymous employee survey feedback and an assessment of each company’s
benefits programs and policies.

We’re divided along party lines, poverty lines and especially, racial lines. That division
has crept into our churches as well. But that’s not how God designed the Church.
Please join us for UNDIVIDED, a multi-church discussion series regarding
Racial Reconciliation.

7:00pm April 9, May 14, June 11
First Baptist Church of Rochester
301 Adams Street
Rochester, PA 15074
Dr. Phillip Huggins, Pastor

RSVP
724-775-8931
fbcrochester@yahoo.com
Fbcrochester.com

Submit your Member News for FREE!
Publish in the April Digital Newsletter
Contact Kaitlyn Poleti kpoleti@bcchamber.com
for more information!

Catch up on the latest Digital Newsletters on
www.bcchamber.com!

New Members
Fielding Environmental LLC
Christina Casanova
129 Foxchase Dr.
Canonsburg, PA 15317
724-674-7087
Environmental

Allan Jewelers
Kevin Bingle
500 3rd Street
Beaver, PA 15009
724-775-0786
Shopping and Retail

Home Instead Senior Care
Brendan Kenny
22410 Perry Highway
Zelienople, PA 16063
724-452-6691
Health Care

Rivertown Realty
Steve Roberts
289 13th Street
Ambridge, PA 16003
412-867-9311
Real Estate
Hampton Inn
Pittsburgh Airport
Jacqueline Denny
8514 University Blvd.
Coraopolis, PA 15108
412-264-0020
Hotels

Edward Jones
Candice Frantz
2554 Darlington Rd.
Beaver Falls, PA 15010
724-846-1824
Financial Services
Figley Landscaping LLC
Chris Figley
2810 Economy Street
Ambridge, PA 15003
724-266-1567
Professional Services

For membership information, visit
www.beavercountychamber.com/member/newmemberapp

The Chamber celebrated a 20 year Member Milestone with
Commonwealth Real Estate Services, LLC in February!
Commonwealth Real Estate Services, LLC, is a locally owned, independent
real estate brokerage firm offering a plethora of real estate essentials to
clients and customers. Located at 426 Adams Street, Rochester, the
company prides itself in providing professional expertise to individuals
and entities seeking real estate services, from marketing to purchasing
and appraising to consultation. Lorraine Ross, Broker of Record for Commonwealth Real Estate Services, LLC, instills integrity, competence, and
care in applying and promoting Good Real Estate Practice. She has
recently served in the capacity of President for the Beaver County
Association of Realtors, and is proactive in upholding the principals of the
Pennsylvania and National Associations of Realtors. Lorraine humbly
holds the 2018 Realtor of the Year Award bestowed upon her by the
Beaver County Association of Realtors. This commitment to provide
exceptional service in real estate matters has earned Commonwealth Real
Estate Services, LLC a reliable and excellent reputation in Beaver County
and beyond.
Commonwealth Real Estate Services, LLC is a proud 20 year member
utilizing the many services provided by the Beaver County Chamber of
Commerce.

Congratulations!
Contact the Chamber office for more information on the monthly Member Milestones!

Events
April
Past, Present & Future: The
Development of the 376 Corridor
Friday, April 5
The Club at Shadow Lakes
8:00-11:00am
Main Sponsor: First National Bank
This event is in partnership with the
Airport Area Chamber.
Congressional Breakfast
Monday, April 8
Heritage Valley Health System
8:00-10:00am
Register on www.bcchamber.com
Lunch and Learn
Wednesday, April 10
Community College of Beaver County
11:30-1:00pm
Topic: Financial Literacy for Dummies
Register on www.bcchamber.com

May
Derby Garden Party
Wednesday, May 1
Beaver Station
5:30pm
Register on www.bcchamber.com
Leadercast
Friday, May 10
Community College of Beaver County
All day event
Register on www.bcchamber.com
Lunch and Learn
Wednesday, May 8
Community College of Beaver County
11:30-1:00pm
Register on www.bcchamber.com

