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In this issue:

● Meet the January New
Members
● Congratulations to our 2018
Award Recipients
● A fun recap of our ribbon
cuttings and Website Launch
Happy Hour!

February Chamber Luncheon
Thank you to our February Sponsor
The Rocky River Chamber and luncheon sponsor Huffman Hunt
Klym & Warner welcome guest speaker Brian Zimmerman, CEO of
Cleveland Metroparks for February’s Chamber Luncheon.
Zimmerman will present "Cleveland Metroparks, the Second
Century of Stewardship," as he shares all that the Cleveland
Metroparks have offered communities in the past 100 years, what
the Park District offers today, and what is in-store for the second
century of stewardship - and how it affects our community in River.

A Community of
Opportunity
The Rocky River Chamber of
Commerce is an advocate and
vital presence in our community,
surpassing the Rocky River
border. The Chamber strives to
support a network of businesses
and civic interests, promoting
business for its members and
nurturing partnerships.
RockyRiverChamber.com
440●331●1140

WHEN: Thursday, February 28, 2019
WHERE: Westwood Country Club
22625 Detroit Road, Rocky River
TIME: Doors open for networking at 11:30 AM
Lunch will be served at 12:00 PM
TO REGISTER:
RSVP by Monday, February 25 at 5:00 PM at RockyRiverChamber.com
or to the Chamber Office by phone 440.331.1140 or email
INFO@ROCKYRIVERCHAMBER.COM
Please indicate meal selection:
Rosemary Chicken with Risotto
Through
Salmon Spinach Salad
Cost
Feb. 25
Vegetable Stir Fry
Member
$20
Advanced reservations are required.
If you must cancel, please keep in mind
Non-Member
$25
you must do so by Monday at 5:00 PM.

Feb. 26 Feb. 27

Day of
Feb. 28

$25

$35

$30

$35

hello.

Welcome
January
New Members

Lakewood Country Club
Jackie Tomco
2613 Bradley Road, Westlake 44145
440.871.0400
LakewoodCountryClub.com
Lakewood Country Club is home to a premiere, championship Tillinghast golf course and boasts one of the largest practice areas in NEO
(30,000 sqft. driving range). Our family-friendly club also features a
brand new clubhouse and swimming pool complex, along with fun,
festive club-wide social events.
Paramount Preferred Solutions
Peter Young
25001 Emery Rd. #300, Cleveland 44128
216.402.4006
ParamountPreferredSolutions.com
Since 2008, Paramount Preferred Solutions has been endorsed by
NOACC to provide workers' compensation premium discounts and
services for chamber of commerce members.
Pure Barre Rocky River
Rachael Gorski
1259 Smith Ct., Rocky River 44116
440.773.9671
PureBarre.com/OH-RockyRiver/
Pure Barre is a high-intensity, low-impact workout that delivers results. Our classes strengthen both the body and mind. At Pure Barre,
we energize, motivate, and empower you every day. Join a family
rooted in much more than a workout.

Ribbon Cuttings

Earth Fare

More than 250 people
gathered at Earth
Fare in Westgate on
the morning of
Saturday, January 5,
2019 for their Grand
Re-Opening, some as
early as 4:45AM! The
line was wrapped
around the building,
and the first 100
shoppers were
awarded gift cards - one lucky shopper scored a $500 gift card to the
healthy supermarket dedicated to organic foods.
Guests were greeted by Earth Fare VP Operations Russell Friend and
Westgate Store Manager Jon Zakikhani [both pictured above with
Rocky River Chamber Board members], before opening the doors to
debut the fresh, brightened store!
Earth Fare is located at 3450 Westgate, learn more at EarthFare.com

Big Bear Remodeling
Big Bear Remodeling is a
full service remodeling
company that can handle
nearly every home
need...and certainly knows
how to remodel a
showroom!
On January 11, 2019, the
Big Bear team welcomed
the community for a Grand
Opening of their beautifully
designed showroom,
featuring their expert
craftsmanship and fine products.
Mayor Pam Bobst kicked-off the festivities with a ceremonial ribboncutting; the celebration also featured a face-painter, balloon artist, and
a champagne toast, by president
Rob Young.
Big Bear
Remodeling is
located at 19640
Center Ridge
Road. Learn more
at BigBearRemodeling.com
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Letter from the Executive Director
Dear Chamber Members It’s been four months since I’ve joined the Rocky River Chamber of Commerce. And, what a fantastic four
months it has been! I am so grateful for all that I’ve learned thus far, and all of the people I have met in
such a short period of time. This organization has been warm and welcoming, and I could not be more
grateful for the immediate support and trust you have bestowed in me.
One of the largest forms of trust came as we tackled creating a new website. I knew this was a priority and was proud to
take this on as we rebranded the organization. For a membership-based organization such as our Chamber, the website
is the "mothership" of your organization's online community. It is key to have an appealing and engaging site serving as a
solid resource for members - and potential members. As I dove into this responsibility, I quickly recognized how
monumental of a task rebuilding a website can be…no pressure, or anything!
After months of reviewing online solutions, from both local and national companies, we decided to partner with a
company called Chamber Master. This group allowed us to marry our database containing all membership records into
the website, so it will be up-to-date and accurate 100% of the time. As their name suggests, Chamber Master specializes
in websites for membership-based organizations such as chambers; their team allowed us to make a smooth transition
from our old database and website.
I hope you have all had an opportunity to check out RockyRiverChamber.com since our launch on Tuesday, January 15,
2019. We see it serving as a hub of information from the Chamber Ofﬁce to our members and also for information from
members to members! This website will operate as a virtual gateway to the community. And, I am proud to say we
already see its beneﬁts in action, as we witness engagement grow and non-members ﬁnding us and applying to join
with ease through an online application.
As a Chamber member, the new website allows users to log in to a membership center, giving you access to update
your proﬁles at the touch of a keyboard and see those updates immediately. It also gives you oodles of opportunities to
connect with your fellow members – opportunities such as: publicizing your own events on a public calendar, posting job
opportunities at your company and bragging a little by sharing your appearances in the news and more – including
exclusive opportunities to advertise on our website.
Everyone should have received an email on Jan. 15 that included an invitation to log in to our new system. If you need
this resent, please contact me. We will conﬁrm your email and resend the link to welcome you into our new online
community. In addition to the above beneﬁts, logging in allows you to take care of Chamber “business” easier, with a
simple way to register for events online or pay your dues online. Please know, we will still welcome all payments via the
phone, or by mail – but, just check out how simple it is at RockyRiverChamber.com.
To conclude, we have invested in this new technology because we want to serve you better, offering information at your
ﬁnger tips and a new way to network! This website is a robust tool and an all-in-one solution for our organization’s
needs. I am so thankful for your positive responses thus far, and I look forward to hearing from more of you. Please know
that feedback [about the website and more!] is always welcome as we strive to grow and improve our “community of
opportunity.”
Warm Regards,

Angela M. Dudek
440.331.1140

Interested in placing a Banner Ad on the
Chamber’s new website?






Banner ads appear on pages such as the Member
Business Directory, Events Calendar, Member-2-Member
Deals, etc.
Banner ads rotate, displaying for 4.5 seconds each time
Required Specs: 480x60 pixels
Accepted Formats: .jpg or .png

Contact the Chamber Ofﬁce to secure your ad space, for an annual fee of just $250 in 2019.
February 2019
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January Chamber Luncheon
The Chamber’s annual Appreciation Celebration was held on Thursday, January 24, 2019 at the Emerald Event Center
in Avon. We welcomed a crowd of more than 100 guests who braved the chilly temps to celebrate the 2018 Chamber
Award recipients and witness the Mayor Pam Bobst administer the oath of ofﬁce for our 2019 Board of Directors.
The Quality Business Award is to
recognize and honor one Rocky
River business that provides high
quality products and services that
consistently contribute to the
economic growth and welfare of
the Rocky River community. The
2018 Quality Business Award went
to Pure Enchantment for all they
do for our community, offering
high-quality products and more.
Pictured left, Pure Enchantment
owner Debbie Brink with her
award.

Presented by Mayor Pam Bobst, the
Rocky River Chamber of Commerce
was pleased to present the
Beautiﬁcation Award to The
Normandy Senior Living. This honor
was earned as The Normandy has
made many upgrades recently,
including the newly renovated
Breakwater Apartments, which
features spacious, modern apartment
homes, and the addition of the brand
new (and now open!) Lakeside
Assisted Living. Also highlighted was
The Normandy’s maintenance of their well-appointed grounds
and their commitment to the success of the Bradstreet’s Landing
future revamp. The award was accepted by owner Cameron
Orlean and Marketing Director Kim Zdanowicz, pictured above
with Mayor Bobst.
The NOACC Bright Star
award recognizes a chamber member who has
“made a signiﬁcant impact
in the chamber through
membership, retention,
sponsorship, economic development, operations and/
or education.” 2018’s Rocky
River “Bright Star” was
awarded to Dan Weist of
Howard Hanna for his endless efforts as a Board Member and Vice
Chair Membership. Additionally, Weist is involved in the Christmas,
Golf, and Taste of River Committees.
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The Most Active Member Award in
2018 goes to the Rev. Dr. Jon Fancher
of the Rocky River Presbyterian
Church. Fancher can be seen at
nearly every event – and he always is
wearing a smile! From the Business
Expo to the annual Golf Outing to
volunteering at nearly every monthly
luncheon – he is present! And, what a
present that is for all of us!
Pictured right, Fancher accepts his
award from 2017’s Most Active
Member Todd Tramba of TCC
Technology Solutions.
The Outstanding New Member Award is
to recognize a business that has been a
member for 1-3 years and has been very
supportive and active in the Chamber.
The 2018 Outstanding New Member
Award goes Megan Lee of Odell
Construction. Lee, has shown endless
enthusiasm getting involved with the
Chamber, diving right into membership
on the Golf, Marketing, and Public Service
Committees, and she serves as a
dedicated event volunteer every chance
she gets!
The Chamber’s annual Taste of
River allows attendees to vote on
the Best Food at the festival, and
in 2018, for the second year in a
row, the honor went to Old Carolina Barbecue. Old Carolina CoFounder Brian Bailey was in attendance to accept the award
and deliver the message that
“we’re going for a three-peat!”
Join Old Carolina and the
Chamber at the Taste of River 2019 on Sunday, July 14, 2019!

Thank you to our Luncheon Sponsor
River Biz

Upcoming Events
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RSVP today, and mark your calendar!

RSVP to INFO@ROCKYRIVERCHAMBER.COM
by Feb. 7, 2019 to assure the RRRC is staffed properly.
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All members and families are welcome for free Friday,
February 15, 2019 from 5:00-7:00 PM
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the winter blues away with the
Chamber’s ﬁrst-ever “Family Night” at the
Rocky River Rec Center.
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2019
… save-the-date …

Thursday, October 10, 2019
The 17th Annual Business Expo - expand your network!
This is the best time to sign up as a sponsor to ensure you
reap all of the benefits available, including logo placement
on event banner, website, newsletters, and more!

All benefits of sponsorship are listed at
RockyRiverChamber.com

Get Involved!

Sponsorship early-deadline
Friday, March 1, 2019
Don’t wait!

Maximize your Chamber membership by volunteering at an event
or joining a Chamber committee. We know you will find volunteering to be
rewarding and a positive experience! Join one of these event committees
[Golf Committee or EXPO!]
or consider a commitment to the Membership, Marketing & Social
Media, or Public Service Committees.
Call 440.331.1140 for more info!
February 2019
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2019 Event Calendar
2018 NEW MEMBER BREAKFAST
7:30 - 9:00 AM
Cleveland Yacht Club
Sponsored by Connext Nation

Event is Invitation only
RSVP required
Event is free

FAMILY FUN & FITNESS FRIDAY
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Rocky River Recreation Center
Healthy eats from Earth Fare and fun as we swim and sweat the winter blues away
CHAMBER LUNCHEON
Doors open at 11:30 AM, Lunch starts at 12:00 PM
Westwood Country Club
Sponsored by Huffman Hunt Klym & Warner
Guest Speaker: Brian Zimmerman, CEO of Cleveland Metroparks
FAT TUESDAY HAPPY HOUR
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Burntwood Tavern
Sponsored by Cox Business, in partnership with Lakewood Chamber of Commerce
CHAMBER LUNCHEON
Doors open at 11:30 AM, Lunch starts at 12:00 PM
Westwood Country Club
Sponsored by The Normandy Senior Living
Guest Speaker: Mayor Pam Bobst, presenting “The State of the City”

Chair
RSVP strongly encouraged
Members - $20 per person
Non-Members - $25 per person

Event is free for Members
and Non-Members

Vice Chair Econ. Dev.
Vice Chair Mem.

RSVP strongly encouraged
Members - $20 per person
Non-Members - $25 per person

Thank you!

Membership Committee
February 6 at 8:30 AM
Chick-fil-A at Westgate
Contact: Dan Weist 216.288.3404

We loved seeing YOU at the
Rocky River Chamber of
Commerce
Website
Launch Party!

Expo Committee
Wednesday, February 5 at 8:30 AM
Wednesday, February 27 at 8:30 AM
Rocky River Chamber of Commerce Office
Contact: Eileen Gorski, 440.241.4661

Vice Chair Policy
Vice Chair Events

February

Committee Meetings

2019 Ofﬁcers

Event is free for Members
and their families

Anne Kuenzel
Cleveland Clinic
Christopher Klym
Huffman Hunt Klym & Warner
Jim Riedl
911 Driving School
Tom Ford
Lutheran West High School
Dan Weist
Howard Hanna

Treasurer

Mike Trifiletti
Devries, Trifiletti & Loy CPAs

Secretary

Penny Horton
The Proficient Office

Past Chair

Steve Polly
Battle & Polly

Executive Director Angela Dudek
2019 Board of Directors
Julie Bialowas Cleveland Magazine
Rick Gorski Corporate Investigative Services
Meredith Hardington Howard Hanna - SALEmaker
Marc Hustek Howard Hanna
Rick Joyce Huntington National Bank

Golf Committee
Thursday, February 28 at 5:00 PM
Burntwood Tavern
Contact: Marc Hustek, 216.374.4882

Sharon Spooner FranNet of Northern Ohio
Mike Thomas City of Rocky River
Would you like to learn more
about the Rocky River
Chamber of Commerce and
our members?

Interested in joining a committee?
NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN THE FUN
FOR 2019 EVENTS AND MORE!
Call the Chamber Office today to learn more
and get involved.

Visit us at
RockyRiverChamber.com
for a full Member Directory.

NEW Member-2-Member

Benefits

Lakewood Country Club - complimentary
tour, lunch and/or golf round for those
interested in membership
Neubert Painting—free gutter cleaning
with full exterior paint project
Please show a current membership card to receive
discounts. Please show gratitude to fellow members
who offer these exciting savings!
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Special thanks to all who joined us on
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 to
celebrate the New Year with
our New Look!
Huge “thank you” to our
gracious host, Market!

Connect with us any time!
info@rockyriverchamber.com
RockyRiverChamber.com
Phone - 440●331●1140
Fax - 440●331●3485
Get “social” with
the Chamber
@RockyRiverCC
Thank you to the RiverBiz Contributors:
Printing: Allen Graphics
Proofreading: Donna Kopina and Peter Toomey
Design, Writing, Layout: Angela Dudek
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