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Join us on Thursday, March 19 at Westwood Country Club for our monthly Chamber Luncheon.
Our guest speaker with be David Gilbert, President & CEO of Greater Cleveland Sports
Commission and Destination Cleveland. We look forward to welcoming Gilbert as he
presents "Events, Tourism & Conventions in Cleveland: 2020 & Beyond."
Gilbert will share the exciting happenings heading to Northeastern Ohio in 2020. As primary
advocates for our city, Destination Cleveland and the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission
recruit conventions, tournaments and more to our area. These convention and event guests,
along with leisure tourists, support our hotels, restaurants, retail stores, and overall economy
while in “The Land”. Learn how they will impact your year ahead, and how to get involved!
WHEN: Thursday, March 19, 2020
WHERE: Westwood Country Club
22625 Detroit Road, Rocky River
TIME: Doors open for networking at 11:30 AM
Lunch will be served at 12:00 PM
TO REGISTER:
RSVP by Monday, March 16 at 5:00 PM to the
Chamber Office 440.331.1140 or
info@rockyriverchamber.com
Please indicate meal selection:
Pretzel-Crusted Chicken
Chef Salad
Eggplant Parmesan
Advanced reservations are required.
If you must cancel, please keep in mind
you must do so by Monday at 5:00 PM.

Through
Mar. 16

Mar. 17–
Mar. 18

Day of
Mar. 19

Member

$20

$25

$35

Non-Member

$25

$30

$35

Cost

Howard Hanna—Wasilko Group
Greg Wasilko
20006 Detroit Road, Ste. 303 , Rocky River 44116
440.333.6500
WasilkoGroup.com
Real estate services

Black Tie Moving
Cory O’Keefe
722 Songbird Street, Elyria 44035
216.402.3136
BlackTieMoving.com
Full Service Moving Company
CapWell Financial Advisors
Christian Giardini
Dane Zavodny
19111 Detroit Road #302, Rocky River 44116
216.279.7272
CapWell.NM.com
Wealth Management Company; A branch of Northwestern Mutual
Fairview Heating and Cooling
Matt Gibel
21135 Lorain Road, Fairview Park 44126
440.779.6319
FairviewHeatingandCooling.com
Residential Heating and Air Conditioning Contractor
GLAS Funds
Joy Hayes
1100 Superior Avenue #1775, Cleveland 44114
216.862.1300
GLASFunds.com
Private fund manager

Northwestern Mutual – Colby Faulder
Colby Faulder
950 Main Avenue #600, Cleveland 44113
817.437.5481
ColbyFaulder.NM.com
Financial Advisor
OakLeaf Partners
Eric Hibinger
10011 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 44106
216.633.1536
UCPCleveland.org
OakLeaf Services is dedicated to ensuring that adults with disabilities are
able to live the highest quality, most productive life possible while achieving
maximum independence in the community. The agency’s approach of person
-centered planning recognizes that every client is unique and has individual
needs and preferences, and we work directly with each individual and family.
Raising Cane’s
Michelle Bellanger
21330 Center Ridge Road, Rocky River 44116
440.236.0270
RaisingCanes.com
Restaurant Serving World Famous Chicken Finger Meals

Z Dentist
Dr. Ziad El-Hayek
19680 Center Ridge Road, Rocky River 44116
216.251.4474
ZDentistOffice.com
Unique dental practice that treats everyone through our doors as if they were
family.

On Monday, February 10, doors opened at Raising Cane’s in Rocky River
for a ribbon-cutting and soft opening to the community. Dozens gathered
for the ribbon-cutting, led by Raising Cane’s corporate team members and
Rocky River Mayor Pam Bobst.
Attendees learned all about the history of Raising Cane’s and their “one
love” philosophy—it’s all about the chicken fingers! Then, they enjoyed a
complimentary meal, as doors opened to the public. Lines formed quickly
inside and outside at the drive-thru.
Raising Cane’s is located at 21330 Center Ridge Road, learn more
at RaisingCanes.com
Are you interested in hosting a ribbon-cutting? Contact the Chamber Office to learn
more about this unique opportunity!

–

-

Help raise funds for the Rocky River Chamber Education Fund
at Raising Cane’s on Thurs., Mar. 5 - simply mention the
Chamber when ordering your meal and 15% of your total order
will be donated to the fund.
Don't "chicken" out, mark your calendar for this fundraiser.
Order in the restaurant or drive-thru, your participation means a
lot! Visit the newly opened restaurant any time between
5:00-9:00PM and be sure to mention the Chamber!

-

The Rocky River Chamber Education Fund raises funds to
provide scholarships to local students for Ohio Business Week
and supports the Chamber’s internship program.

Our small business round table is back!

The Chamber will kick-off its return on
Thurs., Mar. 12 at 11:00AM at Panera Bread!
Are you a business of 1-2-3 employees experiencing unique
issues with business-related questions?

Let’s talk about it!
The Rocky River Chamber of Commerce is rejuvenating the
highly-successful “Up + Running” - a small business roundtable
to facilitate conversations amongst peers to learn from each other
and grow.
Come with questions and goals in mind. Peter Toomey of Toomey
& Friends Advertising will facilitate the group meeting, but the
topics and direction are up to you - our members!

-

The Art of Real Estate
Marking the best decisions for your sale
Dear Chamber Members Real estate is a business that inspires a lot of interest. People feel like
they are at times in the real estate business. If you’ve ever bought or
sold a home, you know the feeling. While it might be the biggest
purchase you make in your lifetime, few people spend any time learning
about it. We are happy to offer a thumbnail sketch of some of the pitfalls
to watch out for as you prepare to sell your home. As you approach the
task at hand, whether it is buying or selling, please acknowledge
upfront, that while it is a business, it is far more emotional than most
businesses. Try to keep that emotion under control so that you can
make the best decisions for yourself.
When it comes to selling, there are many things you can do to improve
the marketability of your home:
¨

Make sure it is clean. Clean the carpets, draperies (if you are
keeping them,) closets, garage, and basement. Remove clutter, old
toys, books, etc. - anything that is not going to the new home. Pile
up your tree lawn with all that stuff now, not after it is sold. Your
house will look bigger and better cared for.

¨

Check your appliances; consider replacing them if they are 10
years or older. New, clean, and modern appliances do not need to
be top-of-the-line and will pay for themselves.

¨

Contact a stager who will offer advice about furniture and
decorating possibilities. If your home is dated with room after room
of wallpaper, think about removing it. Paint a neutral or white paint
on most walls. Fresh bedroom coverlets, some peppy pillows, and
lots of light will make the interior look its best. Don’t forget there will
be 5-15 images of your home all over the internet. Buyers look
carefully at those pictures before they even call to see the house.

¨

The most important thing you do after the house is ready is to price
it correctly. Look at prices in your neighborhood and even contact
an agent for the best advice. Time and money are inversely
proportional in real estate - so as one goes up, the other goes
down. The longer the house is on the market, the lower the price goes!

If you have a question, or need help with any of
these ideas selling your home, or buying a
home, find a realtor you can trust!
Meredith and Gloria Hardington
Howard Hanna – SALEmaker Team
216.618.2040
meredithhardington@howardhanna.com
theSALEmakerteam.com
This month’s Guest Column contributors are Meredith and Gloria Hardington,
well known Howard Hanna realtors with over 30 years of experience. Together
they have sold thousands of homes in Cleveland’s west shores communities.

… save-the-date …

Thursday, October 8, 2020
Thank you to all of our early event sponsors:
PLATINUM SPONSORS:

GOLD SPONSORS:

SILVER SPONSORS:

-

–

-

-

-

–

Fitness First - T3 PERFORMANCE
6:30 - 8:00 PM
T3 Performance
Enjoy their AdultFit - a 60 min HIIT class that covers every aspect of performance
training

Registration required, event is
FREE for members

Raising Funds at Raising Cane’s
5:00 - 9:00 PM — come in anytime, or go through the drive thru!
Raising Canes Chicken Fingers
Mention the Rocky River Chamber and 15% of your purchase will be donated to the
Chamber’s Education Fund

Event is community-wide,
welcoming members and nonmembers, and families

Chair

Up + Running
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Panera Bread
Small business round table

Event is free for members
and non-members

L.E.A.D.—5 Key Metrics
8:00 - 9:00 AM
The Normandy Senior Living
Learn the 5 metrics that are the key to the growth and profitability of all businesses.
Complimentary coffee, tea and water will be available.

Registration required,
event is free for members
and non-members

MARCH CHAMBER LUNCHEON
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Westwood Country Club
Sponsored by Aligned Health Center
Guest Speaker: David Gilbert, President & CEO of Greater Sports Commission and
Destination Cleveland

RSVP required at
RockyRiverChamber.com
Members - $20 per person
Non-Members - $25 per person

Committee Meetings
Public Service Committee
Tuesday, March 3 at 8:30 AM
Rocky River Chamber Office
Contact: Steve Polly - 216.798.2196
-

Membership Committee
Wednesday, March 11 at 8:30 AM
Panera Bread Rocky River
Contact: Dan Weist - 216.288.3404
Golf Committee
Thursday, March 26 at 5:00 PM
Burntwood Tavern, Rocky River
Contact: Marc Hustek - 216.374.4882

Anne Kuenzel
Cleveland Clinic

Vice Chair Policy

Christopher Klym
Huffman Hunt Klym

Vice Chair Events

Jim Riedl
911 Driving School

Vice Chair Economic
Development
Vice Chair
Membership

Steve Polly
Battle & Polly

Dan Weist
Howard Hanna

Treasurer

Mike Trifiletti
Devries, Trifiletti & Loy CPAs

Secretary

Penny Horton
The Proficient Office

Past Chair

Steve Polly
Battle & Polly

Executive Director

Angela Barth

Julie Bialowas Cleveland Magazine

Eric Cook T3 Performance
Rick Gorski Corporate Investigative Services
Meredith Hardington Howard Hanna - SALEmaker
Marc Hustek Howard Hanna
Rick Joyce Huntington National Bank

-

Sharon Spooner FranNet of Northern Ohio
Mike Thomas City of Rocky River

Interested in joining a committee?
Maximize your Chamber membership by
volunteering at an event or joining a
Chamber committee!

When you recruit a new member to join the
Rocky River Chamber of Commerce, you will
receive a $20 gift card for Burntwood Tavern!
Thank you to Burntwood Tavern for participating in this partnership and supporting our
members!
Call to learn more about this Chamber perk 440.331.1140
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-

