ENGAGEMENT
& TALENT

NEW
MEMBER
BENEFIT
ALERT!

SMALL
BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR
PRESIDENT’S
AWARD
WINNER IS...

the Active Voice - 2019

Engagement & Talent
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Match-making is not anything I see in the
distant future as having a direct impact on
talent attraction, however engagement is
an important part of attracting employees.
The concept of corporate culture and
employee engagement are some of the
buzz words in economic development and,
specifically, talent attraction.
When I first started in this position nearly
four years ago our community still had a
primary focus on attracting the next “big
business” to our community. We were
even “scolded” once in a governmental
board meeting about not focusing enough
on business attraction. While that desire
certainly has not changed, the primary
focus has shifted from business attraction
to talent attraction. With talent will come
businesses and keep those businesses here
that have grown through entrepreneurism.
The Stevens Point/Plover metroplex (okay,
we have just 70,000 in our County) has
what any employee or business needs,
just on a different scale and with different
attributes. We have the usual regional
airport, local airport, rail, highway/
interstate, and resources that most
businesses need. Portage County has both
a 4-year university and 2-year technical
college as well as very strong public and
private K-12 school choices. You can check
all of this out on everythingpointshere.
com or portagecountybiz.com.
What matters in our community is what is
unique to us. Not each item individually
but collectively. We finally decided to
brag and share it with the world, primarily
through our talent attraction website
everythingpointshere.com. Wisconsinites
and particularly those of us in the central
part of the state are hard-working, rollup-your-sleeves, strong work ethic type
of people who like to lead by example
rather than bragging about it. The website
helps us to brag and show our collective
strengths.

Businesses that understand the dynamics
of attracting employees AND retaining
them are making the shift to what
millennials and Gen Z talent are looking
for in a job. Obviously money and benefits
are important, however the corporate
culture and their own personal growth
are important to them.
For 2019, we are adding more to
our leadership offerings that can aid
businesses in their retention and attraction
of talent. And we will be working with
our K-12 school systems to support
their students as well. For the business
community, we are leading roundtables
through LeadTransformed that can help
individuals and businesses change the way
they engage and do business. Change and
leadership is a process and not a moment
in time and the curriculum surrounding
this helps people work through their
own personal growth and, in turn, help
themselves and their organization.
The Portage County High School Leadership
Program will begin in the Fall of 2019 with
a focus on juniors and sophomores with
a culminating Wisconsin Department of
Public Instruction (DPI) youth leadership
certification. We are working with the local
schools and businesses to develop the
curriculum. This will be a quality program
for students and their Academic and Career
Planning (ACP) that is mandated by DPI. In
the ACP arena, we partner with the public
schools through Inspire Central Wisconsin.
That program allows sixth through twelfth
graders to connect with businesses locally
and across the state to dig into the details
of the many opportunities in central
Wisconsin. The businesses create a free
profile, essentially a marketing piece, and
the students can request to gain more
information through a one-on-one email
conversation, job shadow, company tour,
internship or other means. We are blessed
that our governmental units, businesses,
education and community work so closely
together.
As I stated earlier, I have been in this
position for nearly four years and we are
just embarking on our first county-wide
strategic economic development plan. The
plan will engage eighty or so community

the Active Voice - 2019
featured article continued...
members in three workshops
over three months to come
up with a twenty year goal
for our future prosperity. Of
course, any twenty year plan
will look much different by
then, and earlier, so there will
also be more manageable three
to twelve month action steps
along the way. Our business
council board and the local
governmental units are all
behind this, as is the Wisconsin
Local Government Institute, as
we search for ways to stretch
resources and still focus on
growing the community for
existing and future businesses.
This all will impact the corporate
culture in our community and
get our employees engaged,
in the professional sense, of
course. And I didn’t even get
the chance to talk about our
quality of life, but again, just go
to everythingpointshere.com
and find out what everyone is
pointing to in our community.

Welcome Sweet Tea
Clothing Co.
176 Crossroads Dr.
Plover, WI 54467
715-570-6832

821 Pepper Ave.
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
715-424-4244
Sweet Tea Clothing Co. is a unique and fun Ladies Boutique! We
carry mid-range priced clothing and accessories for Ladies of all
ages. We carry the latest fashion trends and are committed to
providing affordable styles. As small business owners we know how
important it is to support other local businesses and are intentional
about purchasing items made in the USA when possible.

SAVE THE DATE
February 19, 2019
LinkedIn Extravaganza 2019

Presented by

Wednesday, January 30, 2019
Annual Dinner & Silent Auction
5:30 – 8:30pm

Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center
1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point

REGISTER HERE

Winners of the Decree of Excellence Award,
Ambassador of the Year Award, Small Business
of the Year - Rivers Edge Campground and the
President’s Award - Doug Ballweg will all be
recognized during the Portage County Business
Council’s Annual Dinner and Silent Auction on
Wednesday, January 30th.

Held at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention
Center, 1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point, the
evening extravaganza promises to be exciting with
a social hour with complimentary hors d’oeuvres
and cash bar.
Those in attendance will also have the
opportunity to bid on an endless list of Silent
Auction items. The Business Council extends

an invitation to all Business Council members
and their guests to attend the Annual Dinner.
Reservations are due by Thursday, January 24,
2019. Cost is $57/person. Reserved seating for
tables of 8.
Our Master of Ceremonies for the event will
be News Anchor from WSAW - TV 7 Mr. Jeff
Thelen. Special thanks to our Exclusive Media
Sponsor WSAW – TV 7.
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BE SURE TO ATTEND!
Social
5:30-6:50PM
Complimentary Hors d’ oeuvres, Cash Bar
Silent Auction
5:30-6:50PM
A spectacular array of jewelry, artwork,
travel,
sports and entertainment packages
Dinner & Program
6:50-8:00PM
Awards
8:00-8:30PM
Presentation of Ambassador of the Year,
Small Business of the Year,
Decree of Excellence, and the President’s
Award

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Choose from two mouth-watering entrees:
Trio Plate – Mini Beef Wellington, Crab Stuffed Shrimp
& Chicken Saltimbocca: Tenderloin butter crostini, mushroom duxelle wrapped in a puff pastry with veal demi
glaze; Lump Crab meat with celery and onion panko, large
Shrimp butterflied and filled with crab served with butter
wine sauce; Breast of Chicken sautéed with sage, garlic,
shallots and deglazed with brandy finish with butter and
served with steamed cauliflower with a mornay sauce;
tri-colored carrots with butter and parsley and purple
sticky rice croquettes.
Roasted Root Vegetables with Penne: Zucchini, yellow
squash and grilled mushrooms with lemon butter penne.

The 2019 President’s Award Recipient is .......
Doug Ballweg, Chief Operating & Chief Financial
Officer with Delta Dental of Wisconsin
Special thanks to our Award Sponsors

Reception Sponsors

Silent Auction Sponsors

For questions on the event please contact Karen Myers at 715-344-1940 or
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com. Thank you for your support.

Watch for your Annual Dinner invitation in the mail soon.
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Promote Your Products and Services at
Annual Dinner Silent Auction

You have a unique opportunity to promote your
business at the 25th Annual Silent Auction fundraiser
event. The Business Council is currently seeking
unique products and services to be auctioned at the
Annual Dinner and Silent Auction on Wednesday,
January 30, 2019. Proceeds from the event benefit
member programs and new Business Council initiatives.

Each donation will be recognized with a display at the
Silent Auction, highlighting your business name.

As a Silent Auction donor, the Business Council
promotes both your business and the merchandise and/
or service in all printed promotional material.

Contribution ideas could be a specialty product and/
or a service your business offers. Ideas might include a
performance tickets, floral delivery, consulting services,
golf lessons, artwork, jewelry, clothing or various
themed gift baskets. Need more ideas? How about
a weekend get-away package, home/office cleaning,
Packer, Badger or Brewer tickets, a photography session
or dining out certificates.

Your business and donated item will also be promoted
during the Annual Dinner to over 375 business people.

Be creative…Don’t miss this chance to promote your
business to the business community.

For more information, or to register a Silent Auction contribution contact Karen Myers at the Business Council
office at 715-344-1940 or kmyers@portagecountybiz.com by January 11th.
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MOCK INTERVIEWS
JANUARY 16, 2019
9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Mid-State Technical College Stevens Point
1001 Center Point Dr,
Stevens Point
Mock interviews will help students boost confidence, reduce
anxiety & stress, and receive
constructive feedback, all in
preparation for a future job.

REALITY SHOP
(AMHERST/
ROSHOLT)
APRIL 3, 2019
8:30 AM-10:30 AM
UWSP Dreyfus University
Center - Encore Room
1015 Reserve St,
Stevens Point

VOLUNTEER HERE

VOLUNTEER HERE

WE NEED YOU!
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FEBRUARY 26-27, 2019
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

YEA
RS

1997-2017
MEMBER
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Ambassadors and PCBC
Staff Show Their Support
On December 6th PCBC staff,
members of our Ambassadors Club,
and Mayor Wiza helped celebrate the
new office for Jeremy Castleberg –
Prime Lending NMLS#523713 located
20 Park Ridge Drive, Stevens Point
(inside the NextHome Priority office).
Congratulations Jeremy and thank
you for treating us to the delicious hot
chocolate bar.

Santa had extra helpers from the Ambassadors Club on December 20th
as they delivered care packages and a monetary donation to both The
Salvation Army-Stevens Point and to CAP Services Family Crisis Center.
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$15,000 Raised to Support Boys & Girls Club
of Portage County- Rosholt Extension Youth
NEWSROOM
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF PORTAGE COUNTY

On Sunday, December 2, the 2nd annual Taste of
Rosholt event was held at McZ’s Brew Pub, where
guests enjoyed a social night of tasty hors d’oeuvres, drinks, and desserts all from local Rosholt
vendors. Guests helped raise funds by entering

Boys & Girls Club receives through this event, the
organization is able to continue giving the kids of
Rosholt a place where they can learn, grow, get
active, and make new friends.

the large basket raffle, 50/50 raffle, and buying
wishes off of the wishing tree.

The Boys & Girls Club gives kids a place to become
productive, responsible, and caring community
members. At the Rosholt Club, youth are able
to participate in a variety of programs, one of
those programs being Science Club. In Science
Club, members are able to partake in experiments
and learn more outside of the classroom. The
programs at the Club prepare youth for the future, while also fostering their imagination and
creativity. The Taste of Rosholt event ensures that
Rosholt youth will have a place to help lay the
foundation for their futures, as well as empower
them to chase their dreams.

The event had over 100 attendees, including
volunteers and sponsors who helped raise over
$15,000 to improve the lives of youth at the Boys
& Girls Club of Portage County – Rosholt Extension. Thanks to the generous support that the

For more information regarding the Boys & Girls
Club of Portage County or this event, call 715-3414386, email info@bgclubpc.org, visit the website
at www.bgclubpc.org, or like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/bgclubpc and see a full album of pictures from the 2018 Taste of Rosholt
event.

Gain Valuable Skills & Build Stronger Teams

Workplace Certificate Programs

Supervisory Management Certificate

April 5–June 14, 2019
$1,350
The Supervisory Management Certificate program is a sixday series designed to give current and potential supervisors
the essential tools and skills required to be an effective
supervisor and manager. This certificate program will teach
you the key skills you must master to be successful. Explore
topics critical to developing effective management skills
such as interpersonal and communication skills, motivation
and empowerment, delegation, the role of emotional
intelligence, and conflict resolution.

Conflict Resolution and Mediation Certificate

February 8–March 22, 2019
$1,195
The Conflict Resolution and Mediation Certificate Program
is a five-day, skill-centered series for professionals and
community members interested in learning more productive
ways of resolving conflicts at work, at home, and in the
community. Participants will learn how to recognize the
underlying motivations that fuel disagreements,
barriers to resolving conflict, and proven mediation
techniques that promote collaborative thinking and
agreements that benefit everyone. Led by Cade Spaulding,
trained Conflict Mediator and Assistant Professor at UWStevens Point.
This program fulfills Wisconsin Chapter 767 requirements and
meets the 40-hour training requirement for membership
in Wisconsin Association of Mediators (WAM). Other
membership requirements apply.

Registration and Information:
uwsp.edu/conted or 715-346-3838

the Active Voice - 2019

2019 Business After Hours Schedule
The Business Council is pleased to announce the upcoming 2019 Business After Hours hosts:
January 21 – CliftonLarson Allen
February 18 – Main Street Taps
March 18 – First Weber, Inc.
April 15 – River Cities Bank
May 20 – Pawsitively Unleased!
June 17 – Aging & Disability Resource Center
July 15 – Team Schierl Companies
August 19 – Simplicity Credit Union
September 16 – KerberRose Certified Public Accountants
October 21 – The Boldt Company
November 18 – Feltz Dairy Store
December 16 – Precision Cellular & Sound
If Business After Hours is not in your planner yet, now is the time to pencil it in! Would you like to
promote your business, share ideas and make important business contacts? You can do this and more,
by sponsoring a Business After Hours. It’s not too early to book for 2020.
Host businesses can promote their facility, staff and/or new products or services to 75-100 area business people. Small businesses may wish to host this event at a member restaurant, larger facility, or
co-sponsor the event with another Business Council member.
A host business provides the location, refreshments and hors d’oeuvres during the Business After
Hours. In addition, the host business may choose to sponsor a door prize for the evening. The Business Council will assist in the invitation, marketing, registration, 50/50 raffle and door prize drawing.
For more information on hosting a Business After Hours call Karen Myers at the Business Council office,
715-344-1940 or email at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.

NEW MEMBER BENEFIT ALERT!
You can now use PynPoints to market your business!
Starting January 1st, all new and existing PCBC members get free posts on
PynPoints.
Existing members will receive 2 complimentary months of PynPoints
service (one post per month)!
New to PynPoints? PynPoints is a free mobile application that connects you
to local businesses and organizations offering time and location-relevant
giveaways, deals, coupons, events, information and promotions saving you
time and money. Here is a link for more info: https://www.pynpoints.com/

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Country Financial
Thomas Johnson
505 S 24th Ave. Suite 202
Wausau, WI 54401-1706
715- 870-4868

PrimeLending
Jeremy Castleberg
20 Park Ridge Dr
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715-340-1678

Glam by TK
Gitanya Klein
1149 Main St.
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715-254-5795

PynPoints
Miguel Campos
715-302-5863
Reveal Your Power
Julie Krolczyk
304-777-6977

REGISTER NOW

Business
after

Hours

Monday, January 21, 2019
5:00PM to 7:00PM
No Cost to Attend

CliftonLarsonAllen, 3125 John Joanis Drive
(Located in the Portage County Business
Park), Stevens Point
Join us for our first
Business After Hours of
2019 at one of the newest
buildings in Stevens
Point. Our host for the
January event will be
offering complimentary
appetizers and refreshments including wine, beer, soda &
water. Tours of their new office will be available. Several door
prizes will be given away and a 50/50 raffle will be played.
CliftonLarsonAllen was previously located on the 2700 block
of Stanley Street and moved to the Portage County Business
Park after their construction was completed in September.
Come check out their new office!
What is Business After Hours? A social event designed for
and hosted by Business Council members to give business
professionals an opportunity to network, share ideas, and
have their facility seen by other members. The member host
furnishes refreshments and hors d’oeuvres for the evening.
A different Business Council member hosts Business After
Hours every month.
Members are welcome to co-host the event with another
Business Council member. Please call Karen Myers at 715344-1940 or email at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com to book
the month you are interested in.

RSVP by Friday, January 18, 2019.
Click Here to register online.
Click Here for map.

You are invited to attend our January X-Change.
Wednesday, January 9, 2019 | 7:30AM to 8:30AM
•
Portage County Business Council, Foundation
Conference Room
•
While there is no cost to attend, the value of the
information may be priceless
•
Continental Breakfast Provided

Topic: “Maximizing Production &
Reducing Print Costs: Capitalizing on
Opportunities in Office Equipment
Technology”
Cory Sosnovske
President
Star Business Machines
About the Program: At this
X-Change, Cory will explain
some time-saving services that could directly benefit
your business. Star Business Machines is a locally owned
and operated company and is the first and only office
equipment dealer in the Central Wisconsin area to offer
the new copier technology – Kyocera Fleet Services.
Don’t miss this X-Change to hear how this copier can help
increase productivity and workflow in your business.
About our Speaker:
Cory Sosnovske is President of Star Business Machines. He
has over 20 years in the copier industry and took over the
ownership of the former Krebs Business Machines, with
his wife Anastasia in January of 2016. Cory is Wisconsin
farm raised with an electronics degree from North Central
Technical College. He loves helping businesses meet and
exceed their goals with implementing technologies and
increasing productivity and workflow.
What is Business X-Change? A roundtable presentation
which allows business owners and their employees the
opportunity to discuss pertinent topics, learn from local
industry leaders and, most importantly, learn from each
other. Business X-Change meets regularly throughout the
year from 7:30 - 8:30am at the Portage County Business
Council office.
Special THANK YOU to Star
Business Machines for their
sponsorship of this program.
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Save the Date!

Tues., March 19, 2019

A Conference Dedicated to Manufacturing

Breakout sessions from regional manufacturers who
are leaders in Automation and Innovation!
Vendor Fair with Automation Suppliers
This conference is ideal for Business Owners, Presidents, Process
Improvement Professionals, Engineers, Plant Managers, and
Technology Professionals within the Manufacturing industry.

Cost: $125 per person
Confirmed!
Keynote Speaker DAN ARIENS
CEO and Chairman of the Board,
The Ariens Company

Partner Sponsors:

Full Conference Brochure and Registration available January 21, 2019.
www.uwsp.edu/conted/ConfWrkShp/Pages/InnovateandAutomate.aspx

See your logo
HERE!
Visit our website
to become a
Sponsor.
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Career | Connect | Community
Ignite Young Professionals is a collaborative, energetic
group dedicated to personal and professional
development for all young adults connected to
Portage County. Ignite provides the opportunity to
develop leadership skills, connect with other young
professionals, and learn about the people and places
that make our community a great place to live, work,
and play.
Members have the opportunity to participate in
network development events, volunteer projects, and
leadership training opportunities. But we’re not all
work and no play - Ignite members enjoy several social
gatherings throughout the year as well!
Ignite is proud to partner with
Portage County Business Council.

TO JOIN GO TO

portagecountybiz.com/ignite

MEMBER BENEFITS
• Provide business and social connection opportunities
• Increase civic engagement
• Create and cultivate career development
• Build relationships
• Develop leaders

EMPLOYER BENEFITS
• Employee loyalty
• Talent Retention
• Increase knowledge base
• Connection to other professionals in the area
• Peer-to-peer marketing

COMMUNITY ACTION
• Commitment to the community
• Blazing new trails
• Hands-on service
• Better board members
• Partnering with nonprofits
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JANUARY

FEBRUARY

09

BUSINESS X-CHANGE

13

BUSINESS X-CHANGE

10

REALITY SHOP (SPASH)

18

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

16

MOCK INTERVIEWS

21

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

19

LINKEDIN EXTRAVAGANZA

30

ANNUAL DINNER & SILENT AUCTION

21

SALESNET

26

SBDC EDUCATION SERIES

26-27 CENTRAL WISCONSIN DAYS
IGNITE ANNIVERSARY PARTY
FUTURE REGIONS

Todd Kuckkahn
Executive Director
tkuckkahn@portagecountybiz..com
Karen Myers
Director of Programs & Events
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com
Kayla Rombalski
Director of Talent Development
talent@portagecountybiz.com

Contact
US!
Portage County Business Council, Inc.
5501 Vern Holmes Drive | Stevens Point, WI 54482
715-344-1940
www.portagecountybiz.com

Tonya Kowalski
Director of Business Engagement
tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com
Tom Corcoran
Director of Heartland Leadership Initiative
tcorcoran@portagecountybiz.com
Angel Whitehead
Marketing Communications Coordinator
admin@portagecountybiz.com

Portage County Business Council
@PoCoBiz
Portage County Business Council

