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Upcoming Events
New Members
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Photo: 2020 Annual Dinner Award Winners
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Thursday, September 17th

Golden Apple Awards
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Thursday, December 10th

Ag Banquet

Tuesday, April 21st –
Fashion Runway Show

at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center, sponsored by
Girls in Pearls Boutique and Bria Bella & Co.

Thursday, June 18th

sponsored by Aspirus Stevens Point Campus,
to be held at Eron’s Event Barn
sponsored by TDS Telecom
sponsorship available

All events will be held from 11:15AM to 1:00PM.
Cost: $29/Members, $34/Prospective Members
Opportunities are available to Business Council members wishing to play a
greater role in our Women in Business events for 2020. Contact
Karen Myers at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com for all the exciting details.
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Us...

by Todd Kuckkahn, Executive Director, Portage County Business Council

I write in this article a great deal
about our community.

“WE continue to
focus on YOU!
WE are proud to
serve You!”

This time I want to write about us.
Not me, but us.
The Portage County Business
Council has evolved into an
incredible team. At a recent
celebration for two of our staff
reaching their first anniversary (Deb
Zaske & Dave Acaley), I reflected as
I looked around our table.
We just came off another awesome
annual dinner and auction. All the
numbers increased, up to nearly
400 in attendance. The numbers
don’t matter, though. It was about
the conversations, connections and
collaborations that took place. The
toughest part of the whole night is
to get the crowd settled down so we
could hand out awards to Marten
Machining, Dance Education Center,
Sarah Agena and Ward Wolff. What
an awesome event under Karen
Myers’ leadership.
I looked around the table a little
further. We are blessed to have
two UW-Stevens Point interns this
semester. Arianna and Melissa are
off to a great start. Arianna stepped
right up at the silent auction and
even got the chance to sit by her
Chancellor, Bernie Patterson (aka Dr.
Uber). Melissa is just getting started.
We have a great partnership with
UWSP, as well as Mid-State and our
K-12 partners.
We started the year strong with
both a reality workshop and mock
interviews. Working with our K-12
partners to get their students
engaged in financial challenges
and job-centered skills is critical,

especially as we look to keep as
many as we can in our community
to fill our employees’ needs. Kayla
Rombalski not only leads these
efforts but also our Leadership
Portage County and Portage County
High School Leadership programs.
And speaking of leadership,
Tom Corcoran continues to
lead our Heartland Leadership
Initiative, featuring Live2Lead and
LeadTransformed. We have seven
LeadTransformed groups working
on their personal growth and
leadership skills in a small group
setting. Planning will soon begin
for the October Live2Lead event
featuring John C. Maxwell and his
larger-than-life “supporting” cast.
Our membership has now toppled
over 500. Our responsibility
increases as that number rises, too,
but Tonya Kowalski and Dave Acaley
are up to the task. We also brought
in one dozen new members in
January alone. However, we are not
just about “bringing in” members.
We are about bringing value to our
members and raising the bar for
transforming our community.
Deb Zaske was at the table, too. She
puts together this digital magazine
and so much more. Deb continually
pushes out content to share our
story and, more importantly, the
story of our community. Ignite is
under her wing and we have grown
our corporate memberships thanks
to her work and that of the Board.
WE continue to focus on YOU!
That’s what matters. WE are proud
to serve YOU! Thanks for making
this a great community!
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after

Monday,
February 17th

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Complimentary to Members

Hosted by

Happy Harvest Hemp
1101 Brilowski Road, B
Stevens Point
Located behind Jungs Garden
Center and across from Fleet Farm.
Additional parking available in
Jungs Garden Center lot.
Join the Happy Harvest Hemp team as they treat attendees to complimentary hors d’oeuvres
(catered by a-soshel) and refreshments including sodas and wine. You will have chances to
win great door prizes including gift baskets containing $100 worth of supplies from Happy
Harvest Hemp. A 50/50 raffle will also be played.
Don’t miss the fun! Share this information with your management team!
What is Business After Hours? A social event designed for and hosted by Business Council
members to give business professionals an opportunity to network, share ideas, and have their
facility seen by other members. The member host furnishes refreshments and hors d’oeuvres
for the evening. A different Business Council member hosts Business After Hours every
month.
Members are welcome to co-host the event with another Business Council member. Please
call Karen Myers at 715-344-1940 or email at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com to book the
month you are interested in.

RSVP by Friday, February 14, 2020.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER ONLINE
Click Here for Map Click Here for Bicycling Map
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What is the Business X-Change? A presentation
which allows business owners and their employees
the opportunity to discuss pertinent topics, learn
from local industry leaders and, most importantly,
learn from each other. Business X-Change meets
regularly throughout the year from 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
at the Portage County Business Council office.

You are invited to attend our February X-Change.

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 | 7:30am – 8:30am
• P
 lease CLICK HERE to Register or call our office at 715-344-1940
• P
 ortage County Business Council, Foundation Conference Room
• W
 hile there is no cost to attend, the value of the information may be priceless
• C
 ontinental Breakfast Provided

Title: “Developing and Retaining a Workforce in the 21st Century”
About the Program:
At this X-Change our guest speakers will identify the challenges employers face in recruiting and
retaining talent and discuss how continuing education can alleviate workforce concerns. Since
the turn of the century, education has evolved into one that
requires experiential learning and a workplace connection
in addition to the traditional classroom model. Learners are
no longer of a traditional age, but rather anyone looking to
enhance their career and apply their skills.
Scott and Amy are prepared to discuss:
• Experiential Learning
• Flexibility/Format
• It’s an investment

Scott Norder

Amy Pearce

About our Presenters: Scott Norder is the Director of Corporate Relations for Lakeland University.
He is also an adjunct instructor for Lakeland, teaching a variety of undergraduate and graduate
courses. Scott has been with the University for 12 years.
Amy Pearce is the Center Director for the Fox Cities and Central
Wisconsin centers. She started with Lakeland in 2011 as an
academic advisor working with undergraduate and masters students.
Special THANK YOU to Lakeland University
for their sponsorship of this program.
For questions on this event please contact Karen Myers at
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com or 715-344-1940.
5

The Active Voice 2020

ARE YOU LOOKING
FOR NEW FACES?
DO YOU HAVE FULL-TIME,
PART-TIME, OR SEASONAL
POSITIONS TO FILL?
A s a P C B C m em b er b e n e f i t , y o u c an p o s t j ob s f o r
F R E E on th e PC B C we b s i te an y ti m e !
Here are the steps to posting a job:
Go to our website, www.portagecountybiz.com
Click on Member Log In
Log On using your member credentials (let us know if you need this)
Click the “Job Openings” Tab on the left side of the screen
Then click the blue button marked “Add Job Posting”
Fill in the information including general details, contact information,
active dates and an image (Company Logo)
Once completed, click the “Submit for Approval” button on the bottom
Once the posting has been submitted, we review it, approve it, it is
live on our website, and then we share it on the talent attraction website
EverythingPointsHere.com.
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LinkedIn Extravaganza

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 - Register for one or all three sessions!
The Portage County Business Council is proud to present Wayne Breitbarth, LinkedIn expert.
Nationally recognized speaker, author, and LinkedIn consultant Wayne Breitbarth will help you discover
easy ways to leverage LinkedIn for your business and career. Whether you are a social media novice or
savvy user, you will come away with action steps that can produce immediate results..
Wayne is also the author of The Power Formula for LinkedIn Success: Kick-start Your Business, Brand,
and Job Search.
Be one of the 100,000+ people who have learned from Wayne how to build trust and credibility and
dominate their market with LinkedIn, the world’s most popular professional networking site.
Each person registered will receive a copy of Wayne's book The Power Formula for LinkedIn Success.
LinkedIn 101: The Power Formula for LinkedIn Success - 7:30 am-9:30 am
Using LinkedIn to Generate a Steady Stream of Sales Prospects - 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Unlocking LinkedIn’s Corporate Marketing & Recruiting Potential - 1:00 pm-3:00 pm

REGISTER NOW
Pre-registration is required. Registration deadline: Friday, February 14, 2020
Members: All three sessions: $150 (includes lunch) Single session: $60
Non-Members: All three sessions: $170 (includes lunch) Single session: $80
Brought to you in partnership with

School of Business & Economics
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Business Council Honors
Businesses & Industry Leaders

Two Portage County businesses and two industry leaders were singled out for honors on Wednesday,
January 29th at the Portage County Business Council’s Annual Dinner. The event was held at the
Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center, Stevens Point with a crowd of nearly 400 people! Each year
Business Council members, guests and dignitaries gather to celebrate the best of the best in volunteers,
businesses, education, government, and non-profit organizations. The Annual Dinner is a celebration
of past accomplishments and it is an opportunity to recognize the achievements of the past year. We
thank all those that attended the event, to our sponsors, our Ambassador volunteers, and to our silent
auction contributors. Your support is greatly appreciated!

Ambassador of the Year – Sarah Agena
This year’s winner has been active in the
Ambassador Club since July of 2010. That length
of time and level of commitment is commendable.
It is a testament to the type of invaluable
volunteer we have in Sarah Agena.
Sarah’s enthusiasm and dedication towards
volunteering for the Portage County Business
Council is outstanding! She was one of five
Ambassadors that accumulated the most points
during the year by attending business events
such as ribbon cuttings, grand openings, ground
breaking ceremonies, Business After Hours,
Women in Business Luncheons and many other
events, visits to new and existing businesses, and
monthly committee meetings. Sarah served as
Chairperson of the Club in 2017 and 2018, and
was named Ambassador of the Year in 2015 and
2018. Sarah has far exceeded the membership
requirements of the Ambassador Club. The
Ambassador of the Year award is voted on by
fellow Ambassadors and they are proud to honor
Sarah with Ambassador of the Year for 2019!
Karen Myers, the Portage County Business
Council staff liaison for the Ambassadors Club,
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said that Sarah is a patient, compassionate, and
humble leader who is continually an example to
others and never seeks recognition for her efforts.

Small Business of the Year –
Dance Education Center
Dance Education Center, Owner Tori Rogoski,
57 Sunset Boulevard, Stevens Point received the
Small Business of the Year Award.
The award is chosen based on:
• Sales growth
• Employment growth
• Customer service
• Community service
• Leadership involvement
• Innovative efforts adapting to marketplace
changes
Since founded in 2001, the Center has donated
over $175,000 to local organizations including
American Cancer Society, American Lung
Association, Meals on Wheels, Big Brothers Big
Sisters, Boys & Girls Club, The Red Cross, United
Way of Portage County Make a Difference Day,
Central Wisconsin Children's Museum, Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation, Children's Play

The Active Voice 2020
House Theatre Group, and the Gilbert
Brown Foundation. Dance Education
Center is the FIRST Wisconsin
chapter of the National Honor Society
for Dance Arts.

Decree of Excellence Award –
Marten Machining, Inc.
The Decree of Excellence Award was
presented to a business contributing
to our areas economic vitality –
Marten Machining, Inc!

L/R Senator Patrick Testin;
Alan & Debra Marten-Marten Machining – Decree of Excellence Award;
Sarah Agena-Flexible Nutrition Solutions – Ambassador of the Year;
Tori Rogoski-Dance Education Center – Small Business of the Year;
Ward Wolff-First Weber Inc. – President’s Award Winner,
and Representative Katrina Shankland

Award criteria includes:
• Making capital improvements
• Significant growth and
development
• Increasing employment base
• Planning and implementing
special marketing campaigns
• Making significant community service
contributions

Marten Machining was founded in 1984 in the
garage of Alan Marten. Their current facility,
located 6800 Hillcrest Drive in Stevens Point was
built in 1990 with additions in 2000 and then
again in 2007. This summer, Martin Machining
will be moving into their new 40,000 square-foot
manufacturing headquarters on 11.5 acres in the
Portage County Business Park at 3017 Worth
Drive in Stevens Point. They currently have 40
full and part time employees and plan to double
their workforce within five years.

President’s Award – Ward Wolff
Each year the President of the Business Council
is given the opportunity to select someone to
receive the President’s Award. This award
is presented to someone who through their
outstanding commitment to volunteerism makes
significant improvements and enhancements
to the quality of life here in Portage County
and demonstrates a spirit of cooperation and
commitment to the Portage County Business
Council, the Portage County Business Community
and Economic Development of the area.
The President’s award was presented to Ward
Wolff, Commercial Specialist and Senior
Executive Associate for First Weber Realtors.

He has made his mark as one of our communities
most respected and influential leaders. Ward is a
pillar of our community. He has been involved in
many charitable endeavors and spent countless
hours volunteering his time to better Portage
County. Ward has been a trusted Portage County
Business Council Board of Director, and has been
an integral part of the Council’s Engagement
Committee and is the volunteer, still to this day,
that brings in the highest number of new Portage
County Business Council members!
Ward Wolff has been a true partner in growing
Portage County. We are pleased to have him
choose Portage County as the place to ‘make a
difference’….because indeed, he has!!! We extend
our best wishes to Ward for many continuing
years of service in the real estate field.
News Anchor Jeff Thelen from WSAW
TV-7 was the emcee of the event and State
dignitaries including Senator Patrick Testin
and Representative Katrina Shankland were in
attendance. Other memorable activities included
our new Pay it Forward Award, sponsored by Van
Horn Nissan Stevens Point, presented to Mary
Burmeister of Sentry; our 50/50 Raffle Winner
– Mary Kay Larson from Point Trophy, and the
winner of the beautiful Thomas Dailing designed
pendant – Tim Frane from Herrschners.

Save the Date for next year’s
Annual Dinner – Tuesday, January 26, 2021.
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Thank You To Our Annual Dinner Sponsors
and Silent Auction Contributors
The Business Council extends its appreciation to the many businesses, organizations and
individuals for their generous support of our Annual Dinner.
A special thank you to our Presenting Sponsor:

Much appreciation to our
Award Sponsors:

Thank you to our Media Sponsor:

Thank you to our
Reception & Silent Auction Sponsors:

Ascension
CliftonLarsonAllen
Herrschners Inc
Investors
Community Bank
Keller Inc
KerberRose Certified
Public Accountants

Marshfield Clinic
Health System
Steel King
Industries Inc
TDS Telecom
The Dirks Group

And thank you to our Silent Auction and In-Kind Contributors:
First Weber Realtors

Rack Industrial LLC

Frank’s Hardware Company, Inc.

Rockman’s Catering

Anderson O’Brien

Girl Scouts of the Northwestern
Great Lakes

Roundy’s Supermarkets Inc

Associated Bank

Girls in Pearls Boutique

Backcountry Brewing

Glacier Wood Golf Club

SentryWorld

BB’s Aquatic Service

Grazies Italian Grill

Bev’s Floral & Gifts

Hertel Tax & Accounting

Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Portage County

Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention
Center

Stevens Point Area YMCA

BMO Harris Bank

KerberRose Certified Public
Accountants

Stevens Point Country Club

212 Fitness

Altmann Construction Company,
Inc.

Buffalo Wild Wings
Central Wisconsin Symphony
Orchestra
Community First Bank
Contemporary Photography
Country Inn & Suites
Delta Dental of Wisconsin
Durclean Specialists
Eron’s Event Barn
Feltz’s Dairy Store
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Lee Ayers Jewelers & Thomas
Dailing Designs
Maher Water Corporation
Marshfield Clinic Health System
Mary Kay – Wendy Haas
Mission Coffee House
NextHome Priority
Notable Impressions
Pizza Ranch
Portage County Gazette

Sam’s Club
Ski’s Meat Market
Slumberland Furniture of Stevens
Point
Stevens Point Brewery
TDS Telecom
Team Schierl Companies
The Bottle Stop
The Pineries Bank
The Portage County Bank
Tidy Up LLC
UWSP – Athletic Department
Van Horn Nissan of Stevens Point
Verso Stevens Point Mill
Wisconsin River Golf Club
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Ambassadors Give Back
On January 13th
members of our
Ambassadors Club,
PCBC staff, Mayor
Wiza, Representative
Katrina Shankland,
city leaders,
George Petak from
Wisconsin Housing
and Economic
Development
Authority (WHEDA)
and Sig Strautmanis
of General Capital
Group broke ground
for the new, fivestory, 88-unit
affordable senior
housing development
on the corner of
Third Street and
Water Street,
Stevens Point.

The Central Wisconsin Children's Museum (CWCM) teamed up with Ki Mobility on developing a new miniexhibit at the museum called Kids on Wheels. On January 16th members of our Ambassadors Club, PCBC staff
and team leaders of the Children's Museum & Ki Mobility celebrated the grand opening of the exhibit with an
official ribbon cutting.
12
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Bethany McLean

UW-Stevens Point School of Business and Economics presents

New York Times Best-Selling Author

Why Business
Goes Bad

Inaugural

Business
and Society
Lecture
•Free•

Lessons from 20 years of
covering frauds, scams
and other disasters

Tuesday, March 3, 2020
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Dreyfus University Center Theater
1015 Reserve St, Stevens Point
Journalist at Vanity Fair and CNBC
Host of “Making a Killing” Podcast
Author of “The Smartest Guys in the Room: The
Amazing Rise and Scandalous Fall of Enron” and
“All the Devils are Here: The Hidden History of
the Financial Crisis.”
Across her career, Bethany McLean has covered
many of the most interesting stories in business
and investing, including Enron, Wells Fargo, the
great financial crisis, and most recently, fracking
and the energy revolution.

This campus-community event is FREE,
but space is limited. To guarantee a seat,
please register by Feb. 20. Additional seats
may be available after Feb. 20.

uwsp.edu/business
13
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LEADERSHIP PORTAGE COUNTY

PLANNING, LAND USE, & INFRASTRUCTURE REVIEW

by Sarah Kaetterhenry, Realtor at KPR Brokers

What I enjoy most about being in LPC is that each
session brings awareness of different careers and people
within those careers who are a part of the puzzle that
make up our community and help it to run smoothly.
Many of these are fields that I was unaware existed,
and are integral parts of our community that I take for
granted and have never paid much thought to. I can
say this is especially true for the areas of infrastructure,
planning, and land use. I am grateful for each session to
be able to learn about these areas and give them the
recognition they deserve moving forward.
SPEAKERS:
Anna Haines- Director at UWSP Center for Land Use
Education, Professor
We started the discussion by talking about how and
what we plan in our own lives. The answers varied from
mundane, day-to-day responsibilities like meal planning
and how to fit our exercise in, to large life milestones
like marriage, to future planning including finances,
college, and travel. This translates into land use and
community planning, as planning is necessary for the
day to day necessities of a community, as well as for the
future needs of the community. In both our personal
lives as well as in county and community development,
it is important to have plans for the long term, the
day to day, for one-time events, and for emergencies.
As community members, it is our responsibility to be
aware of and learn about the matters that affect our
community, and to find opportunities to be a part of
those decisions.
Lynn Markham- Outreach Specialist at UWSP Center
for Land Use Education
Lynn led us through a planning and zoning game, in
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which the objective was to place numerous hypothetical
buildings on an empty grid in 10 minutes, though the 10
minutes was representative of 100 years. The buildings
included residential types such as apartment buildings,
single family homes, and mobile home parks; commercial
buildings such as retail space, mixed use buildings, and
big box stores; gas stations, police stations, fire stations,
schools, factories, and parks. As three separate teams,
we were to work together to strategically place these
buildings on an empty grid, taking into account various
safety and environmental concerns. This version of
the game was fun and engaging with more creative
freedom. We then played a second round of the game,
only this time the grid was not blank. It had designated
zoning areas, so we were limited in where we could
place our residential, commercial, and industrial
buildings. By the end of this round, we all had numerous
houses left over because we ran out of residential land
early on. This version of the game gave real insight into
the challenges that are faced with planning and zoning,
and what a long, in-depth process it really is. It brought
up conversations about the tools that are available
to help with such challenges, such as annexation and
eminent domain to name a few.
Jen McNelly- Portage County Water Resource Specialist
In this discussion, we learned a lot about groundwater
and surface water. Groundwater moves from high
elevations to low elevations, where it discharges to
lakes, streams, and wetlands. Once groundwater is
discharged to these areas, it is known as surface water.
Surface water is where the water table intersects the
land’s surface, making groundwater and surface water
directly connected to one another. Some problems
that Portage County faces with its groundwater are
the presence of lead, nitrates, and pesticides. The
sources of these concerns are industry and landfills,
agriculture, residences, and municipal uses. Correcting
groundwater issues is not a quick fix, as any action
we take today may not have an effect on the water
for 10 years.
The Big Question- Team building
We each wrote down an interview question, and then
found a classmate to ask our question to. After the
discussion, we traded questions, and found a new
classmate to ask our new question to. This was a good
way to get to know each other a little better, and also
to appreciate the diversity of the group.

continued on page 21

The Golden Apple Award for Excellence in Education is awarded
annually to a teacher who exemplifies creativity, enthusiasm,
commitment and creates a positive learning environment.

Know a teacher that fits this description? Nominate them today!
Go to www.PortageCountyBiz.com to submit a nomination.
Nominations are due Monday, March 16, 2020.
The selected recipient and all nominees will be recognized at the
Portage County Business Council Creative Excellence Awards Breakfast on April 7.

15
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Save the Date and plan to be a part of...

American Agriculture Appreciation Banquet
Monday, March 9, 2020
Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center
6:00-7:00PM – Social (complimentary appetizers and cash bar)
7:00-8:15PM – Dinner & Keynote
8:15-8:45PM – Awards

REGISTER HERE

2019 event held at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center

The Agri-Business Committee of the Portage County Business Council invites Business Council members
and their guests to the 2020 American Agriculture Appreciation Banquet on Monday, March 9th. The event
will be held at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center, 1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point, WI.
Presentations are made to students and community leaders in categories including:
• 4-H Leadership in Agriculture Award
•	Outstanding FFA Seniors from Amherst High School, Rosholt High School and Stevens Point Area Senior
High School
• Agri-Business Scholarships recipients
•	2020 Outstanding Contribution to Agriculture Award
Dinner will include a Garden Salad with Choice of Dressing, Entrée TBA, Baked Potato, Seasonal Vegetable,
Rolls with butter, dessert and coffee, tea and milk. (Vegetarian or Gluten Free options available upon request)
An assorted complimentary appetizer buffet will also be served with items by our local agri-businesses.
To register online: CLICK

HERE or call the Business Council office at 715-344-1940.

For questions about the event, including sponsorship opportunities contact Karen Myers at
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.
16
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Nominations Sought for Outstanding
Contributions to Agriculture Award
The Portage County Business Council is seeking nominations for the 2020 Outstanding Contributions
to Agriculture Award to be presented at the American Agriculture Appreciation Banquet on March 9,
2020. The award is presented to an individual or organization that excels in the agriculture field.

Nominee Award Criteria:
• May include farmers, marketers, processors, or individuals involved in related areas of education,
government or allied industry segments of agriculture.
• Individual has furthered agriculture’s interest or development in production or marketing.
• Individual has made significant contributions in agriculture related organizations.
• Individual/organization has not received the award in the past three years.
Past Winners Include:
2019 – Nick & Dianne Somers, Plover River Farms Alliance
2018 – Hamerski Farms, Inc.
2017 – The Biadasz Family
2016 – Jeremie Pavelski, Heartland Farms
2015 – Blue Top Farms & Feltz Family Farms

CLICK HERE for an online nomination form.
Nominations will be taken for the award through Friday, February 14, 2020. All nominations are
confidentially reviewed by a selection committee of the Portage County Business Council
Agri-Business Committee.

Agri-Business Scholarships to Award up to $1,000
The Agri-Business Committee of the Portage County Business Council will award up
to $1,000 in scholarships at the American Agriculture Appreciation Banquet on
Monday, March 9, 2020.
Application forms and a list of scholarship criteria are available at the Business Council
office and on our web site by CLICKING HERE. Forms are also available at any Portage
County High School Guidance office.
Applications are due by Friday, February 28, 2020. Contact Karen Myers at 715-344-1940
or kmyers@portagecountybiz.com for additional scholarship information.
17

New member Spotlight
Behavior Health Clinic

1840 Post Road, Suite 2, Plover
Phone: 715-544-6144
Website: www.bhcwausau.com
At Behavioral Health Clinic of Plover, we have many licensed professional counselors that
provide therapy for a wide range, including grief, trauma, sexual orientation, autism and ADHD.
We also complete psychological and Neuropsychological testing. We are able to schedule
appointments quickly - within 2 weeks!

Member to Member Deals
Plover and Stevens Point

PCBC members will receive 15% OFF any taxprep fees at Hertel Tax & Accounting. Offer valid
through Aprill 15, 2020. Call 715-544-1911.

Both Plover Hometown Pharmacy and Stevens Point
Hometown Pharmacy will give a 10% discount on
Ortho Molecular and CBD products.
Offer valid through November 29, 2020.

HAPPY MEMBERVERSARY TO
ALL OF THE MEMBERS THAT
RENEW IN FEBRUARY!
Bone & Joint Clinic Plover
Central Door Solutions
Culver's Restaurant
Days Inn & Suites
Express Recycling Solutions, Inc.
Hertel Tax & Accounting
Kwik Trip
Lowe's Home Improvement
Marco Technology
PC Technology Solutions, LLC
Point After Pub & Grill
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Precision Cellular & Sound
Provident Nutraceutical a
divsion of Ortho Molecular
Products
River's Edge Campground
Bullheads Bar and Grill
Rural Mutual Insurance
S.C. Swiderski, LLC
Spectrum Business
The Community Blood
Center
Travel By Meribeth

Centergy and Its Chamber Partners in Central Wisconsin Present

2020 CENTRAL WISCONSIN DAYS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2020 • 7:00 AM – 7:30 PM CST
MONONA TERRACE COMMUNITY & CONVENTION CENTER
1 JOHN NOLEN DR, MADISON, WI 53703
The event represents nearly 3,000 members with nearly 200,000
employees. Attendees come to Madison to recognize and
strengthen our region’s mutually-beneficial relationship with state
government – including transportation, workforce development,
education, economic development and more.

•

New for 2020! •
TAKE THE BUS

Join us on a deluxe motor coach bus
as we head down to Madison.
An option is available for those who wish to drive themselves.

Central Wisconsin Days is an opportunity for business and
community leaders to bring the voice of Central Wisconsin to
Madison. Meet with lawmakers from across the state and discuss
how the legislature can help move Central Wisconsin forward.

Click Here to Register

Central Wisconsin Days is organized by Centergy with the
assistance of its chamber partners.

Central Wisconsin Days is Organized by:
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Our Mission: To provide leadership
instruction through events and roundtable
discussion groups to support individuals in
fulfilling the purpose they were created for.
Our Vision: To cultivate vibrant communities
guided by hope-filled, competent leaders.
Heartland Leadership Initiative and
Lead Transformed are Proud Programs
of the Portage County Business Council.

LeadTransformed consists of Weekly
Roundtables: A gathering of 5-8 like-minded
individuals, guided by a facilitator through the
following process:
1. Review your previous week's progress
2. Read a new foundational leadership principle
3. Reflect and Rate your current application
4. Identify a Reason to improve
5. D
 rive Results by committing to one very
specific achievable next step

X
$500

Contact Tom at heartlandleadershipinitiative@gmail.com
20

LEADERSHIP PORTAGE COUNTY REVIEW

continued from page 14

Nathan Check- Portage County Highway
Commissioner
The goal of the Highway Department is to provide a
safe, efficient, and cost effective road and bridge system
for its residents and visitors. They maintain 434 miles of
county roads, 156 miles of state roads, and employ 51
people. They take care of maintenance, such as crack
fill in, snow control, seal coating, shouldering, and pot
hole repairs. They are also responsible for the safety of
our drivers and highway workers, employing things like
changeable message signs and portable rumble strips
as reminders to slow down and focus your attention on
driving. In 2015, three highway workers in neighboring
counties lost their lives to inattentive driving. There are
never enough reminders to slow down, put our phones
down, and really focus when we are driving. It is one of
those tasks that after so long, starts to feel natural and
like we don’t really have to focus on it in order to do it
well, but we forget that the lives of so many others are
in our hands when we are on the road.

Central Transportation
Central transportation offers many programs for our
elderly residents, such as rides to grocery stores, senior
dining sites, and medical appointments. They offer
a taxi service, a late-night bus program primarily for
college students which has greatly reduced the amount
of drunk driving, and a Veteran driving program. They
also offer a travel training program, which teaches
people how to navigate the bus system so that they
can become confident and independent in using pubic
transportation.
Participant Speeches: Julie, Terrie, and Steven
Terrie spoke about how to preserve your digital
memories by safely storing your photos off your phone
or digital camera, and converting them into keepsake
products such as scrapbooks and calendars. Julie spoke
about an acronym for the word awesome, and how
to use it to shape your daily attitude and productivity.
Lastly, Steven spoke about estate planning, and the
various legal steps to take to make sure your assets and
your family are protected in the event of your death.
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roads, and more.

planning for
the future.

10 years since 1790.

The Active Voice 2020
Is my information safe?

What will I be asked?

Your responses to the 2020 Census are safe,
secure, and protected by federal law. Your answers
can only be used to produce statistics. They
cannot be used against you by any government
agency or court in any way—not by the FBI, not by
the CIA, not by the DHS, and not by ICE.

You will be asked a few simple
questions, like age, sex, and the
number of people who live in
your home, including children.

2020 Census FAQ

What won’t be asked?

The census will never ask for
Social Security numbers, bank or
credit card numbers, money or
receive
a notice
to complete
the
census
online,
The
census
is a count
of every
person
who
lives in the
United States
and its related to
donations,
or anything
by phone, or
by mail. In
May,10
the
U.S. Census
territories.
It happens
every
years.
In early 2020, you
will
be
asked
political parties. to count
Bureau
will
begin
following
up
in
person
with
everyone who lives in your home as of April 1. Responding to the 2020 Census
households
that
haveyour
yet to
respond.
is
a chance to
shape
future.

When can I respond to the census?
What
the every
census?
In earlyis
2020,
household in America will

What’s in it for me?
For more information, visit:

2020CENSUS.GOV
D-FA-GP-EN-034

Your responses
inform where
over $675 billion
is distributed
each year to
communities
nationwide for
clinics, schools,
roads, and more.

Census data gives
community leaders
vital information
to make decisions
about building
community
centers, opening
businesses, and
planning for
the future.

MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS &
BAGELS

Responding also
fulfills your civic
duty because it’s
mandated by the
U.S. Constitution.
The United States
has counted its
population every
10 years since 1790.

Your responses
are used to redraw
legislative districts
and determine the
number of seats
your state has in
the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Is my information safe?

What will I be asked?

secure, and protected by federal law. Your answers
can only be used to produce statistics. They
cannot be used against you by any government
agency or court in any way—not by the FBI, not by
the CIA, not by the DHS, and not by ICE.

questions, like age, sex, and the
number of people who live in
your home, including children.

At this
presentation,you
willarelearn
Your responses
to the 2020 Census
safe, how to
You will be asked a few simple
market events, deals, job openings and MORE
on the PCBC website for FREE!

Join
Us!

What won’t be asked?

The census will never ask for

When
respond toof
the
census?
Held
the can
3rdI Tuesday
every
month at Social
the Security numbers, bank or
In early 2020, every household in America will
receive a notice to complete the census online,
by phone, or by mail. In May, the U.S. Census
Bureau will begin following up in person with
households that have yet to respond.

PCBC office, 7:30-8:30am.

credit card numbers, money or
donations, or
anything
to
Bring
yourrelated
laptop
political parties.

Upcoming Membership Benefits & Bagels:
2/11/20, 3/17/20 - Reserve your spot today!
For more information, visit:

Questions? Call 715-344-1940
2020CENSUS.GOV
D-FA-GP-EN-034
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and make
changes/postings
live during the
session!

The Active Voice 2020

Join Portage County Business Council, Inc. for an adventure to…

CHINA

Oct 13 – 21, 2020
9-day trip ORD departure, Only

$2,499

Beijing ● Shanghai ● Suzhou ● Hangzhou

Your Trip
Includes:

● Roundtrip international airfare & Chinese domestic airfare & Tax
● 4-and 5-star hotel accommodations ● 3 meals each day ● Deluxe bus tours
● Fluent English-speaking tour guides ● Entrance fees for attractions

Day 1 - ORD/Beijing
Check in at ORD International Airport for an afternoon flight. Your
adventure begins as you cross the international date line.
Day 2 - Beijing
Arrive in Beijing, the Capital of China by midnight. You will be met at the
airport by your tour guide and transferred to the hotel.
Day 3 - Beijing
Visit the Tian An Men Square, the largest square in the world,
and the Temple of Heaven, built in 1420 A.D., where the emperors
prayed to the heavens for a good harvest.
Sightseeing today will continue with a tour of the Palace Museum, also
known as the Forbidden City, home of 24 emperors with a total space of
9,999 rooms, and the Summer Palace, featuring the Long Corridor with
painted gallery, Kunming Lake and Longevity Hill, Seventeen Arch Bridge
and the Marble Boat.
Day 4 - Beijing
Tour bus excursion to the Great Wall, the 4,000 mile long and 2,000 year
old construction is said to be the only man-made structure visible by the
naked eye from the moon. Visit the Ming Tombs. One of the 13 Ming
Emperors' Tombs is fully excavated and open for exploration.

Click HERE for
Registration
Materials

Price reflects Double occupancy
Add $500 for Single occupancy
Free business conference included if passenger requests
Valid passport and visa required
Including shuttle bus service on departure and return day
Including Post Departure Travel insurance
Including everything on itinerary, and the tax

Day 5 - Beijing/Shanghai/Suzhou
Fly to Shanghai, followed by a bus trip to Suzhou for the Lingering
Garden, Tiger Hill, Hanshan Temple and the National Embroidery
Institute to see silk embroidery, a local craft with thousands of years of
history. Dinner this evening will include a show featuring traditional
Chinese music.
Day 6 - Suzhou/Hangzhou
Morning tour bus excursion to Hangzhou for a visit to the Economic
Development Zone and the centuries-old Lingyin Temple, featuring a
64.3 foot high camphor-wood carving of Buddha.
Day 7 - Hangzhou/Shanghai
Morning boat cruise on West Lake with relaxing stopover at jewel-like
pagodas and tea houses. Afternoon tour bus trip to Shanghai.
Day 8 - Shanghai
Visit the Yu Garden, a maze of marvelous pavilions, ponds, rocky works
and overarching trees. Also visit the Bund, Shanghai’s famous waterfront
park. Tour the Pudong Economic Development Zone.
Day 9 - Shanghai/Beijing/ORD
Morning for free. The afternoon flight will depart by 1:30pm for ORD
where you will arrive at 10:30am on the same day.

An orientation meeting will be held on
January 13, 2020; 5:30-7:00 pm
Portage County Business Council, Inc.

5501 Vern Holmes Drive
Stevens Point, WI

Please call Tonya for details
715-344-1940

tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com

Plan now to join Portage County Business Council group for this once in a lifetime China Adventure. Space is limited. Call Tonya for details
715-344-1940, please send registration form to tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com Website www.portagecountybiz.com
Tour Operator: Citslinc International, Inc. 1-844-262-1100, email citslinc@yahoo.com Website: www.citslinc.org
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FEBRUARY

11

MEMBER BENEFITS & BAGELS

12

BUSINESS X-CHANGE

17

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

MARCH

9	AMERICAN AGRICULTURE
APPRECIATION BANQUET
11

BUSINESS X-CHANGE

17	IGNITE LINKEDIN EVENT

11	POST SECONDARY PLANNING
EXPO AT SPASH

18

LINKEDIN EXTRAVAGANZA

12

POVERTY SIMULATION - LPC

20

SALESNET

16

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

26

WMC BUSINESS DAY IN MADISON

17

MEMBER BENEFITS & BAGELS

27

CENTRAL WI DAYS

19

SALESNET

27

IGNITE ANNIVERSARY PARTY

26

EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE

28

BUSINESS BUILDER FOCUS GROUP

30

BUSINESS BUILDER FOCUS GROUP

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A PROPERTY TO RELOCATE YOUR BUSINESS?
Search properties on our website to find the perfect
Development - Search Properties or CLICK HERE.
office space, warehouse or store front in Portage
Plus you can post any properties that are for lease or
County. Plus get information about the Portage
sale for anyone to find. Two of our newest properties
County Community, Labor Force and Demographics.
are the former Shopko building in Stevens Point and
It's easily located on our website - Economic
office/industrial space with I-39 visibility.

Contact US!
Portage County Business Council, Inc.
5501 Vern Holmes Drive | Stevens Point, WI 54482
715-344-1940 • www.portagecountybiz.com
Todd Kuckkahn
Executive Director
tkuckkahn@portagecountybiz..com

Deb Zaske
Director of Marketing & Communications
admin@portagecountybiz.com

Karen Myers
Director of Programs & Events
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com

Tom Corcoran
Director of Heartland Leadership Initiative
tcorcoran@portagecountybiz.com

Kayla Rombalski
Director of Talent Development
talent@portagecountybiz.com

Dave Acaley
Member Relations
membership@portagecountybiz.com

Tonya Kowalski
Director of Business Engagement
tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com
Portage County Business Council
24

@PoCoBiz

Portage County Business Council

