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The Portage County Business Council
invites you to an evening of dining, socializing,
recognition and education
Wednesday, January 29, 2020

Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center

presented by

Social

5:30 - 6:50 pm

Complimentary
Hors d'oeuvres, Cash Bar

Silent Auction
5:30 - 6:50 pm

A spectacular array of
jewelry, artwork, travel,
sports and entertainment
packages
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Dinner & Program
6:50 - 8:00 pm

Two mouth-watering entrees
to choose from

Awards

8:00 - 8:30 pm

Ambassador of the Year
Small Business of the Year
Decree of Excellence
President's Award
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Webster’s Dictionary or Wikipedia
by Todd Kuckkahn, Executive Director, Portage County Business Council

“Economic
development is
a complicated
topic. PCBC is
immersed in it.”

I recently had a meeting with some
governmental folks. From the 30,000
foot view, the meeting was about
the definition and role of economic
development in our community.
From the ground view, it was about
“hits” on a website. Well, maybe not
that simple. Economic development
is a complicated topic. The Portage
County Business Council (PCBC) is
immersed in it.
I won’t bore you by reciting the
definition of economic development
from either Webster’s dictionary,
Wikipedia or any other source. Suffice
it to say the definition of economic
development is too often in the eye of
the beholder. Hopefully, the beholder
is properly focused.
Some in our community might say
economic development is
• bringing a customer through
the door
• a concert in the downtown
• a visitor for a conference or
recreation
• water quality and abundance
• a new 200 employee business
• business attraction
• business retention
• talent retention
• talent attraction
The answer is really all of the above.
I went into several retail businesses
over the holidays and every one had a
hiring sign. One had applications out
on a display table and talked about
how their job would be a stepping to
stone to a higher-responsibility job.
For that reason and countless stories
like that, talent attraction had better
be our highest priority. With our
population aging quicker than we can
replace it and our birthrate lower than
what can maintain our population,
we need to grab people and get
them here. When local businesses
are choosing to expand in other
communities, which is happening, we

have a huge challenge on our hands.
Then, there is the issue of who
holds responsibility for economic
development. Is it in a neighborhood,
ward, governmentality, county, region
or state? Or, is it all of the above. If
it is all of the above and there are
limited resources, how do we utilize
best practices to further extend those
limited resources? How do we best
communicate our challenges and
opportunities?
At another governmental meeting,
a community leader stood up and
proclaimed that PCBC was not giving
the information needed to make a
decision about funding. That person
also proclaimed that the information
had not been given for three years.
The interesting and challenging part is
we never heard from that person over
that three years.
Imagine what would have happened
if that person had stopped talking
ABOUT PCBC and had talked WITH
PCBC. The true key to success in
economic development perhaps isn’t
any of the bulleted items above but
is all about communication. Every
organization wants to do what it
thinks is best for the community, yet
if the organizations aren’t strategically
communicating it won’t happen. And
looking back at responsibility, the
communication needs to take place at
levels that have impact.
Whether it is Amherst or the
downtown, while both great
community assets, neither one by
itself can have a strong enough
impact on economic development
to move the needle. It must be
done across boundaries and so it is
impactful enough to bring people
here and not just shift them from one
area business to another.
Let’s start communicating our
definition of economic development
so we can be strategic.
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after

Monday,
January 13th

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
No Cost for Members

Hosted by

in the CPS Cafe at
UWSP-Stevens Point College of Professional Studies Building
1901 4th Ave, Stevens Point
Free Parking available in Lot E as well as street parking
Join the College of Professional Studies team as they treat attendees to complimentary hors
d’oeuvres and refreshments including rail drinks, beer, wine and soda, and chances to win great
door prizes. A 50/50 raffle will also be played.
Don’t miss the fun! Share this information with your management team!
What is Business After Hours? A social event designed for and hosted by Business Council
members to give business professionals an opportunity to network, share ideas, and have their
facility seen by other members. The member host furnishes refreshments and hors d’oeuvres for
the evening. A different Business Council member hosts Business After Hours every month.
Members are welcome to co-host the event with another Business Council member. Please call
Karen Myers at 715-344-1940 or email at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com to book the month
you are interested in.

RSVP by Friday, January 10, 2020.

To register contact Karen at 715-344-1940

Click Here for Map Click Here for Campus Map Click Here for Bicycling Map
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What is the Business X-Change? A presentation
which allows business owners and their employees
the opportunity to discuss pertinent topics, learn
from local industry leaders and, most importantly,
learn from each other. Business X-Change meets
regularly throughout the year from 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
at the Portage County Business Council office.

You are invited to attend our January X-Change.
Wednesday, January 15, 2019 | 7:30am – 8:30am

L
L
U
F

• T
 his event is full!
• P
 ortage County Business Council, Foundation Conference Room
• W
 hile there is no cost to attend, the value of the information
may be priceless
• C
 ontinental Breakfast Provided

Title: “STOP Leaving Money on the Table,
START Profiting from Facebook Marketing!”

Aaron Marx
About the Program:
Clearly
Simple Consulting
This detailed, engaging, and thought-provoking presentation will cover everything
entrepreneurs, business owners, organizations and department managers need to know about...
• The IMPORTANCE OF FACEBOOK in modern marketing
• How best to INTEGRATE FACEBOOK MARKETING into their organization
• How to reliably CREATE PROFITABLE AND WELL-RECEIVED FACEBOOK ADS
• How to DEVELOP THE KEY MINDSETS to start applying all of this immediately

Key Points Attendees with Learn as a Result of Attending this X-Change:
1. Why Facebook is one of the most, if not THE most, important tool in your marketing kit in 2020.
2. The AMAZING benefits that Facebook marketing offers over traditional advertising media.
3. H
 ow we successfully and routinely recoup as high as a 15:1 ROI on Facebook marketing for Noteworthy
Music Studio.
4. Why you can succeed with Facebook marketing for MUCH LESS money than you think.
5. H
 ow to understand the top-secret marketing framework that essentially ensures stunning success with
Facebook ads, including the little-known but CRUCIAL element of your business or organization that
requires 80% of your attention in order for your Facebook ads to truly dazzle and convert your ideal
clients or customers.
About our Presenter: Aaron Marx is co-founder of
Clearly Simple Consulting. Aaron and his wife Heidi
have successfully owned and operated two small
businesses for almost 15 years. Clearly Simple is their
third small business and focuses on helping businesses, Special THANK YOU to Clearly Simple Consulting
entrepreneurs, and organizations level up through
for their sponsorship of this program.
messaging, branding, web design, social media
For questions on this event please contact
marketing, and coaching.
Karen Myers at 715-344-1940.
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS:

BACKCOUNTRY BREWING CO.
3252 Mecca Drive
Plover, WI 54467
www.backcountrybrewingco.com

GLACIER WOOD GOLF CLUB
604 Water Street
Iola, WI 54945
www.glacierwoodiola.com

TIM THE TOOL MAN
Stevens Point, WI 54481
www.timthetoolmanwicom

Breast cancer screening made simple.
Free mobile mammography, brought right to your door.
Call 1-800-498-5514 to schedule a Mobile Mammography visit.
marshfieldclinic.org/businesshealth
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LinkedIn Extravaganza

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 - Register for one or all three sessions!
The Portage County Business Council is proud to present Wayne Breitbarth, LinkedIn expert.
Nationally recognized speaker, author, and LinkedIn consultant Wayne Breitbarth will help you discover
easy ways to leverage LinkedIn for your business and career. Whether you are a social media novice or
savvy user, you will come away with action steps that can produce immediate results..
Wayne is also the author of The Power Formula for LinkedIn Success: Kick-start Your Business, Brand,
and Job Search.
Be one of the 100,000+ people who have learned from Wayne how to build trust and credibility and
dominate their market with LinkedIn, the world’s most popular professional networking site.
Each person registered will receive a copy of Wayne's book The Power Formula for LinkedIn Success.
LinkedIn 101: The Power Formula for LinkedIn Success - 7:30 am-9:30 am
Using LinkedIn to Generate a Steady Stream of Sales Prospects - 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Unlocking LinkedIn’s Corporate Marketing & Recruiting Potential - 1:00 pm-3:00 pm

REGISTER NOW
Pre-registration is required. Registration deadline: Friday, February 14, 2020
Members: All three sessions: $150 (includes lunch) Single session: $60
Non-Members: All three sessions: $170 (includes lunch) Single session: $80
Brought to you in partnership with

School of Business & Economics

7

The Active Voice 2020

presented by
Wednesday, January 29, 2020

5:30 pm-8:30 pm
Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center
$60 per person
CLICK HERE to Register
Winners of the Decree of Excellence Award, Ambassador
of the Year Award, Small Business of the Year and the
President’s Award will all be recognized during the
Portage County Business Council’s Annual Dinner and
Silent Auction on Wednesday, January 29th.
Held at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center,
1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point, the evening
extravaganza promises to be exciting with a social hour
with complimentary hors d’oeuvres and cash bar.

Social

5:30 - 6:50 pm

Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres, Cash Bar

Silent Auction
5:30 - 6:50 pm

A spectacular array of jewelry, artwork,
travel, sports and entertainment packages

Dinner & Program
6:50 - 8:00 pm

Those in attendance will also have the opportunity to bid
on an endless list of Silent Auction items. The Business
Council extends an invitation to all Business Council
members and their guests to attend the Annual Dinner.
Reservations are due by Thursday, January 23, 2020.
Cost is $60/person. Reserved seating for tables of 8.

Choose from two mouth-watering entrees:

Our Master of Ceremonies for the
event will be News Anchor from
WSAW - TV 7
Mr. Jeff Thelen.
Special thanks
to our Exclusive
Media Sponsor
WSAW – TV 7.

2. Vegetarian Entrée – Eggplant
Parmesan: Italian breaded eggplant
slices pan-seared and set atop a bed
of linguini and marinara sauce.
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1. Trio Plate – Slow roasted, sliced Sirloin
with béarnaise sauce, Baked Salmon
with hollandaise sauce, Grilled Chicken
with fresh asparagus and béarnaise
sauce and Roasted baby red potatoes.

Entrees also include a Poached Pear Salad
with vinaigrette, freshly baked rolls, triple
chocolate with mixed berries dessert and
coffee, tea and milk.
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Awards

8:00 - 8:30 pm
Ambassador of the Year

Sarah Agena

Special thanks to our

EXCLUSIVE
PRESENTING
SPONSOR

AWARD SPONSORS:

Small Business of the Year

Dance Education Center
(DEC)
Decree of Excellence –

Marten Machining Inc
And the 2019
President’s
Award Recipient

Ward Wolff

RECEPTION SPONSORS (to date):

SILENT AUCTION
SPONSORS (to date):

First Weber Realtors

RECEPTION SPONSOR - Only 1 spot available at $600 each

Benefits for Reception Sponsor:
~ Recognition in event program, digital magazine, and PCBC web site.
~ Logo and Reception Sponsor recognition during event award video presentation.
~ Recognition as Reception Sponsor on all emails to over 1,700 member contacts.
~ Verbal recognition at dinner.
~ Two (2) complimentary dinner tickets to event.
~ Four (4) complimentary beverage tickets.

SILENT AUCTION SPONSOR - 3 available spots at $600 each

Benefits for Reception Sponsor:
~ Recognition in event program, digital magazine, and PCBC web site.
~ Logo and Reception Sponsor recognition during event award video presentation.
~ Recognition as Silent Auction Sponsor on all emails to over 1,700 member contacts.
~ Verbal recognition at dinner.
~ Three (3) complimentary dinner tickets to event.

SILENT AUCTION DONOR

Silent Auction Opportunity
~ Recognition in Silent Auction program and digital magazine.
~ Logo and Silent Auction Donor recognition during Reception..
~ Recognized with a creative display during the Reception promoting both your business and the
merchandise and/or service.

Sponsorships are limited and handled on a first come, first served basis. Please contact
Karen Myers with your commitment by Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at 715-344-1940
or kmyers@portagecountybiz.com. Thank you for your support.
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PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
AT ANNUAL DINNER SILENT AUCTION

You have a unique opportunity to promote your business at the 26th Annual Silent Auction fundraiser
event. The Business Council is currently seeking unique products and services to be auctioned at the
Annual Dinner and Silent Auction on Wednesday, January 29, 2020. Proceeds from the event benefit
member programs and new Business Council initiatives.
As a Silent Auction donor, the Business Council promotes both your business and the merchandise
and/or service in all printed promotional material.
Your business and donated item will also be promoted during the Annual Dinner to over 375 business
people. Each donation will be recognized with a display at the Silent Auction, highlighting your
business name.

Contribution ideas could be a specialty product and/or a service your business offers. Ideas might
include a performance tickets, floral delivery, consulting services, golf lessons, artwork, jewelry, clothing
or various themed gift baskets. Need more ideas? How about a weekend get-away package, home/office
cleaning, Packer, Badger or Brewer tickets, a photography session or dining out certificates.
Be creative…Don’t miss this chance to promote your business to the business community.
For more information, or to register a Silent Auction contribution contact Karen Myers at the
Business Council office at 715-344-1940 or kmyers@portagecountybiz.com by January 15th.

after
If Business After Hours is not in your planner yet,
now is the time to pencil it in! Would you like
to promote your business, share ideas and make
important business contacts? You can do this and
more, by sponsoring a Business After Hours. It’s
not too early to book for 2021.
Host businesses can promote their facility, staff
and/or new products or services to 75-100 area
business people. Small businesses may wish to
host this event at a member restaurant, larger
facility, or co-sponsor the event with another
Business Council member.
A host business provides the location,
refreshments and hors d’oeuvres during the
Business After Hours. In addition, the host
business may choose to sponsor a door prize for
the evening. The Business Council will assist in
the invitation, marketing, registration, 50/50
raffle and door prize drawing.
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2020 Schedule

The Business Council is pleased to announce the
upcoming 2020 Business After Hours hosts:
January 13	UWSP CPS Cafe (Date is one week
earlier than usual)

February 17 Happy Harvest Hemp
March 16 Whitetail Lanes Bar & Grill
April 20	Marshfield Clinic
Stevens Point Center
May 18 Schultz Holdings
June 15 Precision Glass and Door
July 20 NextHome Priority
August 17 Community Insurance & Associates
September 21 KPR Brokers
October 19 Boys & Girls Club of Portage County
November 16 NRG Media
December 14	Van Horn Nissan of Stevens Point
(Date is one week earlier than
usual)
For more information on hosting a Business After
Hours call Karen Myers at the Business Council
office, email at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com or
call 715-344-1940.

The Active Voice 2020

H OT
D E ALS

Hot Deals are a great way to advertise an event, or
sale, or special pricing at your business!
They are available to the public on the Home Page
of the PCBC website, so anyone/everyone in the
community can view them and use themboth PCBC members and non-members!

How to Post a Hot Deal:
1. Go to our website www.portagecountybiz.com
2. Click on Member Login in upper right corner
3. Login using your credentials (if you do not know
these- please let us know and we can give them
to you)
4. Click on blue box in upper right titled “Add a Hot
Deal”
5. Fill in all appropriate information
11
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Ambassadors Give Back
On December 18 the City of
Stevens Point Government
and Downtown Stevens Point
businesses celebrated the opening
of the downtown skating rink.
Members of our Ambassadors
Club, PCBC staff, Kathy Johnson
from Sunset Point Winery and
Mayor Mike Wiza were there to cut
the official ribbon. Congratulations
to all that made this happen!

With proceeds from
our Santa Letter project
held in December,
our Ambassadors and
PCBC Staff were able
to donate $500 to CAP
Services, Inc. Family
Crisis Center, and $500
to our furry friends at
the Humane Society
of Portage County.
Care packages were
also delivered to both
organizations.

12
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Join Portage County Business Council, Inc. for an adventure to…

CHINA

Oct 13 – 21, 2020
9-day trip ORD departure, Only

$2,499

Beijing ● Shanghai ● Suzhou ● Hangzhou

Your Trip
Includes:

● Roundtrip international airfare & Chinese domestic airfare & Tax
● 4-and 5-star hotel accommodations ● 3 meals each day ● Deluxe bus tours
● Fluent English-speaking tour guides ● Entrance fees for attractions

Day 1 - ORD/Beijing
Check in at ORD International Airport for an afternoon flight. Your
adventure begins as you cross the international date line.
Day 2 - Beijing
Arrive in Beijing, the Capital of China by midnight. You will be met at the
airport by your tour guide and transferred to the hotel.
Day 3 - Beijing
Visit the Tian An Men Square, the largest square in the world,
and the Temple of Heaven, built in 1420 A.D., where the emperors
prayed to the heavens for a good harvest.
Sightseeing today will continue with a tour of the Palace Museum, also
known as the Forbidden City, home of 24 emperors with a total space of
9,999 rooms, and the Summer Palace, featuring the Long Corridor with
painted gallery, Kunming Lake and Longevity Hill, Seventeen Arch Bridge
and the Marble Boat.
Day 4 - Beijing
Tour bus excursion to the Great Wall, the 4,000 mile long and 2,000 year
old construction is said to be the only man-made structure visible by the
naked eye from the moon. Visit the Ming Tombs. One of the 13 Ming
Emperors' Tombs is fully excavated and open for exploration.

Click HERE for
Registration
Materials

Price reflects Double occupancy
Add $500 for Single occupancy
Free business conference included if passenger requests
Valid passport and visa required
Including shuttle bus service on departure and return day
Including Post Departure Travel insurance
Including everything on itinerary, and the tax

Day 5 - Beijing/Shanghai/Suzhou
Fly to Shanghai, followed by a bus trip to Suzhou for the Lingering
Garden, Tiger Hill, Hanshan Temple and the National Embroidery
Institute to see silk embroidery, a local craft with thousands of years of
history. Dinner this evening will include a show featuring traditional
Chinese music.
Day 6 - Suzhou/Hangzhou
Morning tour bus excursion to Hangzhou for a visit to the Economic
Development Zone and the centuries-old Lingyin Temple, featuring a
64.3 foot high camphor-wood carving of Buddha.
Day 7 - Hangzhou/Shanghai
Morning boat cruise on West Lake with relaxing stopover at jewel-like
pagodas and tea houses. Afternoon tour bus trip to Shanghai.
Day 8 - Shanghai
Visit the Yu Garden, a maze of marvelous pavilions, ponds, rocky works
and overarching trees. Also visit the Bund, Shanghai’s famous waterfront
park. Tour the Pudong Economic Development Zone.
Day 9 - Shanghai/Beijing/ORD
Morning for free. The afternoon flight will depart by 1:30pm for ORD
where you will arrive at 10:30am on the same day.

An orientation meeting will be held on
January 13, 2020; 5:30-7:00 pm
Portage County Business Council, Inc.

5501 Vern Holmes Drive
Stevens Point, WI

Please call Tonya for details
715-344-1940

tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com

Plan now to join Portage County Business Council group for this once in a lifetime China Adventure. Space is limited. Call Tonya for details
715-344-1940, please send registration form to tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com Website www.portagecountybiz.com
Tour Operator: Citslinc International, Inc. 1-844-262-1100, email citslinc@yahoo.com Website: www.citslinc.org
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LEADERSHIP PORTAGE COUNTY
JUSTICE & LEGAL SYSTEM REVIEW

by Casey Thompson, Digital Media Manager, Skyward, Inc.

Our look behind the scenes into the Justice & Legal
systems in place in Portage County helped to lift the
veil, which often covers the harsh reality that we are
all one bad decision away from experiencing.
We were joined by LPC Alums Alexis Bushman, Korbi
Feltz, and Paula Cummings.
While our day could be best described as "heavy,"
in retrospect, we started light with participant
speeches. Michelle taught us about the importance
and contents of a well rounded 72-hour survival kit.
Marla shared how essential oils can be used to assist
us in a variety of situations and shared samples with
the group. Angela taught us about figure skating
and made me realize as a life long hockey player; I
should have started on figure skates. Tonya helped
us recognize the smallest effort can go a long way in
making someone's day.
Portage County Justice Programs Drug Court
Our first introduction to the Justice & Legal systems
came from Andrea Behnke, the Justice Programs
Director. We learned about programs created by The
Portage County Justice Coalition that help to answer
the question, "What can we do besides lock people
up?" Through programs like the Post-Charge Diversion
& Deferred Prosecution Program (DPP), Adult Drug
Court, and Pre-Charge Diversion Program, the Justice
Coalition aims to reduce criminal recidivism rates and
provide better outcomes to individuals.
Courtroom Proceedings
Next, we headed to court where Clerk of Courts, Lisa
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Roth, talked with us briefly before sending us into the
courtroom to observe a civil trial. We walked into a
divorce case during a brief recess, and when the court
resumed, the tension was palpable. It quickly settled
into a monotonous pace while discussing details of
assets, and then took a turn during witness testimony.
By the end of our observation, we were all on the
edge of our seats.
Reluctant to leave the gripping testimony, we exited
the trial and were greeted with a candid Q&A session
with the Honorable Thomas T. Flugaur. Also the
chair of the Portage County Justice Coalition, Judge
Flugaur spoke about the programs, the state of the
criminal justice system in Wisconsin (and the U.S.)
and gave insights into the state of the portage county
facilities. Nearing retirement, Judge Flugaur explained
the process in which lawyers can become elected
as Judges, and what happens when a Judge retires
before their term is up. While sitting in the front row,
I could hear someone scribbling notes behind me. I
didn't look to confirm, but I believe it was Steven :)
Portage County Law Enforcement Center
Next, we walked over to the Portage County Law
Enforcement Center for lunch and a tour. We were
served the crème de la crème: a hamburger, beans,
a bag of chips, and to top it off a slice of cake.
Reminiscent of school lunch, some indulged, and
some picked around their meal. The bag of chips
seemed to be the most popular menu item.
A loud bang from the colossal steel doors awoke us
from our food comas and produced some anxiety
about what we would experience next. Our first stop
was the maximum-security side of the jail. We could
peer through portholes in the doors to the larger
"dorm" style cells that housed multiple inmates and
get a close look at the empty single cells where unruly
inmates would be housed. Next, the control room,
with what seemed like 100 screens with live camera
feeds from cells, hallways, a door locking system, and
all operated by just a few officers. Lastly, we toured
the Juvenile half of the jail. While some inmates were
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attending a cooking class, we were able to enter their
"dorm" style cell. Here, we had a candid conversation
with Rocky Bolder, superintendent of the Juvenile
Detention Center. While we will remember the sights
and the smells vividly, we will also not forget the
shock that came over us when we learned the center
housed inmates aged from 10-17 and had several
10-year-old inmates at that time.
Riverside House
We took some time to decompress a bit back at the
annex rooms by sharing personal stories of how the
day had affected us and stories about how the justice
system and societal issues had changed our lives.
The impact of the day was starting to take hold. It's
human nature to ask the question, "What can I do
about all of this?" And unfortunately, no clear answer
seems to exist.
Rounding off our day, we ended on a positive note.
JR Wynne & two residents of the Riverside House
shared stories about how the "Oxford House for
Men" model is working right here in Stevens Point.

The Riverside House allows addicts to get away from
the "people, places, and things" that often keep them
in the cycle of addiction. Self-supported and self-run,
the Oxford House model allows folks from all walks
of life a fair shot at recovery. The stories the residents
shared gave the group hope.
"We are all one bad decision away from experiencing
the justice system first hand."
Through the stories we shared, heard, and witnessed,
it became so clear. One bad decision, or a series of
questionable decisions, can take us down a dark road.
Exploring the "backend system" for how we have
chosen to deal with societal issues was eye-opening.
While it would be easy to focus on all the problems
that exist, to quote Mr. Rogers' mother, "Look for the
helpers." Folks like Judge Flugard, Andrea Behnke,
Paula Cummings, and many others we met on this
day are out there doing HARD work, trying to make
a difference, and improve the lives of people going
through tough times.
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$49

$49

10 Weeks!

10 Weeks!

Register Today for the Winter Semester!
Heartlandleader.com

A Ten week Mastermind Process
9 Class Times to Choose From / Starts Week Beginning Jan 20th

X
$500

Contact Tom at heartlandleadershipinitiative@gmail.com
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Business Council Welcomes New Board
Members and Officers
by Todd Kuckkahn, Executive Director, Portage County Business Council
The Portage County Business Council (PCBC) Board of
Directors recently welcomed new officers and board
members. PCBC’s priorities for its members and the
community are retention and attraction of businesses
and employees. PCBC serves as the chamber of
commerce, economic and talent development
organization and is home to Ignite Young Professionals,
Ambassadors and the Heartland Leadership Initiative.
2020 Officers include: President Derek Nest,
CliftonLarsonAllen; Vice President Ray Ackerlund,
Skyward; Treasurer/Secretary Craig Aittama, Delta
Dental of Wisconsin; Past President Jim Firminhac,
WoodTrust Bank; Kate Budd, Ki Mobility; Todd
Schroeder, Sentry; Lisa Sobczak, ABR Employment
Services and Kelly Zagrzebski, WEC Energy Group
(WPS).
Sarah Klein Duescher, Frank Hardware Co., Inc.;
Rachael Gadbois, The Pineries Bank; and Nancy
Roth-Mallek, Aspirus Stevens Point Campus were all
re-elected to a second term. JoAnn Rutta, Investors
Community Bank, will serve again as the Ambassador
representative on the PCBC Board of Directors.
Tim Worth, The Worth
Company, has been
elected to his firstterm on the Board of
Directors. Tim’s father
and grandfather, David
and Bob, also served
on the PCBC Board of
Directors. Tim is the
operations director. The
Worth Company is a local
manufacturer of fishing
lure components, related
hardware, and outdoor
accessories. The company
employs about 80 full time,
semi, and highly-skilled
workers,and distributes
its products nationally
and internationally in
60 foreign countries.

Mr. Worth was born and raised in Stevens Point,
graduated from Stevens Point Area Senior High and
continued his education at the Savannah College of Art
and Design where he graduated in 2003 with a degree
in Industrial Design. He spent six years in Phoenix,
AZ as a professional musician before returning to
Stevens Point in 2009 to join The Worth Company.
He became operations director in 2012 and has also
served as interim plant manager. From 2015 – 2017,
Tim served as project manager for a $3.5 million dollar
addition to The Worth Company. Tim enjoys writing
and performing music, manufacturing technology, golf,
curling, and synthesizers. He and his wife Laura do
their best not to spoil their dog Nova.
PCBC would like to thank our 2019 Board Members
and Officers for their service. A special thank you to
Deb Marten, Marten Machining, Inc. for serving on our
board as President and Past President. Congratulations
to Volker Gaul, Mid-State Technical College, Stevens
Point Campus on his retirement. Thank you for being
a part of the Portage County Business Council and
servicing as a Board Advisor.

MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS &
BAGELS

At this presentation,you will learn how to
market events, deals, job openings and MORE
on the PCBC website for FREE!

Join
Us!

Held the 3rd Tuesday of every month at the
PCBC office, 7:30-8:30am.
Upcoming Membership Benefits & Bagels:
1/21/20, 2/11/20 - Reserve your spot today!

Bring your laptop
and make
changes/postings
live during the
session!

Questions? Call 715-344-1940
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To VIEW the current Member to Member Discounts:
1. Go to our website www.portagecountybiz.com
2. Click on Member Login in upper right corner
3. Login using your credentials (if you do not know these- please
let us know and we can give them to you)
4. Click on Member to Member Deals
5. Cick on each deal for more details
To POST a Member to Member Discount:
1. Go to our website www.portagecountybiz.com
2. Click on Member Login in upper right corner
3. Login using your credentials (if you do not know these- please
let us know and we can give them to you)
4. Click on blue box in upper right titled “Add Member to Member
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Post a discount today- when we
all share, we all win!
If you have any questions, please contact
Tonya Kowalski at: 715-344-1940 or tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com
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New member Spotlight
WHO WE ARE
Red Shoes Inc. is an award-winning strategic
communication ﬁrm founded in 2008 by
Stevens Point native, Lisa (Laszewski) Cruz.
We focus on helping businesses align
communication and marketing eﬀorts with
overall business goals to further your
company’s growth. Our services include:
launching new companies, products and
services; branding; mergers and acquisitions;
and crisis management.

2020 IS YOUR YEAR,
LET US HELP YOU GROW!

redshoesinc.com • (920) 574-3253

UPCOMING
VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
LPC Poverty Simulation
Thursday, March 12, 2020
2:00-4:30 PM
@ Lettie Jensen Center, Amherst

Rosholt/Amherst
Reality Shop

Thursday, April 2, 2020
8:30-10:30 AM
@ Dreyfus University Center, UWSP

Member to Member Deal

Plover and Stevens Point
Both Plover Hometown Pharmacy and
Stevens Point Hometown Pharmacy will
give a 10% discount on Ortho Molecular
and CBD products.
Offer valid through November 29, 2020.
Do you have a special deal for other
members of the Portage County Business
Council? You can offer them on our website
under Member to Member Deals and also
have them listed here free!
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JANUARY
13

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

FEBRUARY
7

SBDC EDUCATIOIN SERIES

15

BUSINESS X-CHANGE

11

MEMBER BENEFITS & BAGELS

15	IGNITE BACKSTAGE PASS:
YOGA, WINE & CHEESE

12

BUSINESS X-CHANGE

17

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

20

LEADTRANSFORMED
WINTER SESSION BEGINS

21

MEMBER BENEFITS & BAGELS

20

SALESNET

29

ANNUAL DINNER & SILENT AUCTION

27

CENTRAL WI DAYS

27

IGNITE ANNIVERSARY PARTY

28

BUSINESS BUILDER FOCUS GROUP

17	IGNITE LINKEDIN EVENT

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS OPENING A BUSINESS?
Name Change, Location Change, and Park
Let them know that we do Ribbon Cuttings, Grand
Dedications. Our Ambassador Club and members
Openings and Groundbreakings for any business in
of our staff will attend your event. Then we put it
Portage County whether they are a PCBC Member
up on our Facebook page for everyone to see! If
or not. And it doesn't end there...we also do events
interested, give us a call at 715-344-1940.
for Remodels, Unveilings (new logos/websites),

Contact US!
Portage County Business Council, Inc.
5501 Vern Holmes Drive | Stevens Point, WI 54482
715-344-1940 • www.portagecountybiz.com
Todd Kuckkahn
Executive Director
tkuckkahn@portagecountybiz..com

Deb Zaske
Director of Marketing & Communications
admin@portagecountybiz.com

Karen Myers
Director of Programs & Events
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com

Tom Corcoran
Director of Heartland Leadership Initiative
tcorcoran@portagecountybiz.com

Kayla Rombalski
Director of Talent Development
talent@portagecountybiz.com

Dave Acaley
Member Relations
membership@portagecountybiz.com

Tonya Kowalski
Director of Business Engagement
tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com
Portage County Business Council
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@PoCoBiz

Portage County Business Council

