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Ambassadors Give Back

On May 27th members of our Ambassador Club, Mayor Wiza, and PCBC
staff were at the ribbon cutting at D1 Training – Stevens Point to celebrate
their reopening. Owner Kevin Kirschbaum stated “Great to be back helping
our community train and return to healthy movement!”
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When you are ready to open your doors again,
contact Karen to help you with a virtual or
in-person ribbon cutting!
They are free of charge and a great way to let
everyone know you are up and running as usual!
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com
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Words I Hate!

by Todd Kuckkahn, Executive Director, Portage County Business Council

"Every hour, day,
week, month,
season and year
is an opportunity
to create more
certainty."

During times of uncertainty, change is
certain. Two words I’ve come to detest
are uncertainty and unprecedented. They
are really overused words that mean
nothing. Either everything or nothing is
unprecedented or uncertain, right?
Being an optimistic, trusting, honest,
enthusiastic and team-oriented person,
I like to shift things to the positive. By
the way, those are my five core values
that I came to determine and appreciate
through our LeadTransformed masterminds that begin in mid-June. Do you
know yours? It is worth the little bit of
time and energy to determine them.
How’s that for a subliminal commercial.
Anyway, I digress!
Every hour, day, week, month, season
and year is an opportunity to create
more certainty. Many of us do the
annual ritual of new year’s resolutions.
Many of us start out strong and then
weaken as time goes on. Some of us
re-energize and start them again and
that’s where the opportunity comes
along. It is never too late to start a habit.
Many have been practicing intentional
acts of kindness. Not random. People
are donating their time, talents and
treasures to help our front-line workers.
Not too fond of “front-line” workers
either—sounds like a war zone and
maybe it is for some.
I can pretty much guarantee you that
what happens to you after you read this
article and digital magazine is uncertain.
It may even be unprecedented?!?! Who
knows and I don’t care. What I do care
about is unlearning and relearning
because of this crisis so that we can
avoid those overused words in the future.
Many more workplaces, and homes for
that matter, will be better prepared for
the next crisis. That next crisis could
be simple or complex. That crisis could
come back next Fall in the form of
COVID-19/20. Experts are warning us
about that every day. Strategic planning
and crisis management will take on a

new priority. People will make a lot
of money supporting these efforts in
businesses, which is okay.
As a business owner, employee or
community member, we need to use
our common sense. We saw how
that can be a challenge for some on
the night the state Supreme Court
decision turned some facilities into a
2020 version of the Wild West. I was
speaking with a friend in Texas who said
Wisconsin made national news—there
was a scene from a bar with the parking
lot full of cars and patrons shoulder to
shoulder. Not much common sense! Not
unprecedented or uncertain either.
All the pundits have been saying, wash
your hands. That is disconcerting to me
because I would hope people would do
that before the pandemic. I’m sure more
people are doing that so that’s a good
thing. Basic hygiene shouldn’t be an
issue in all of this, but sadly it is.
I feel sorry for people with allergies. Be
honest and tell me what is the first idea
that crosses your mind when somebody
sneezes. OMG—they have COVID!
The scary part is that people can be
asymptomatic and still have the disease.
I have to admit I forgot something else
that has been annoying me— “new
normal”. Again, every hour, day, year is a
new normal. Life changes.
We can still enjoy summer. We will just
enjoy it differently...making our own
entertainment.
We can still build our businesses. We
will just do it differently...with health
safety in mind.
We can still smile and say hello. We will
just do it differently...behind a mask.
We can still be local consumers. We will
just do it differently...EVERY time we
go out.
P.S. In 1917-19, millions of people
died through a pandemic—that’s
unprecedented!
3

The Active Voice 2020

Virtual

after

Monday,
June 15th

5:00 PM to 6:00 PM

A Portage County Business Council Event

Complimentary
to Members

Hosted by the Portage County
Business Council with
Special Guest Scott Rockman,
Owner of Rockman’s Catering
This Business After Hours is going VIRTUAL. Grab a drink and snack from the comfort and
safety of your home.
Join us and plan to enjoy the company of fellow business professionals virtually. Scott
Rockman, owner of Rockman’s Catering will be showing and preparing a simple and tasty
summer appetizer – Proscuitto-wrapped Asparagus. Pick up the ingredients noted below and
follow along with Scott!
• 4 oz package (8 slices) of Prosciutto, sliced
• 1 lb of Asparagus
• 2 Tbsp of Salad Oil
• Drizzle of Balsamic Vinegar
Attendees will take part in network development
breakout rooms and door prizes will be given away
too! Must be 21 years old to win.
For more information contact Karen Myers at 715-344-1940 or kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.

RSVP by Friday, June 12, 2020.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER ONLINE

After registering, a confirmation email with a Zoom link to the event
will be provided to you.
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What is the Business X-Change?
A presentation which allows business owners
and their employees the opportunity to discuss
pertinent topics, learn from local industry leaders
and, most importantly, learn from each other.
Business X-Change meets regularly throughout
the year from 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

You are invited to our June X-Change ZOOM PRESENTATION
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 | 7:30am – 8:30am
Please CLICK HERE to Register

• Z
 OOM PRESENTATION
• W
 hile there is no cost to attend, the value of the information may be priceless
• A
 fter registering, a confirmation email with a link to the Business X-Change
Zoom Presentation will be provided to you

Title: Fiber Technology Information Session
Presented by: Representatives from the various groups within TDS including
construction, field service, sales, and marketing.
About the Program: Participants of this Zoom Business X-Change will learn what fiber
technology means, the community and business benefits, what services are available,
and what to expect as TDS builds and installs in our community. Q&A to follow.
Objectives: Participants will learn...
- Understanding of fiber technology
- Awareness of how fiber benefits the community
- Ways fiber benefits your business
Special thanks to TDS for their sponsorship of this program.
For questions on this event, please contact Karen Myers at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.
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Women
BUSINESS
in

Wednesday, July 15
11:15 am - 1:00 pm

Eron’s Event Barn
3471 County Road C, Stevens Point

REGISTER HERE
This Women in Business event is an opportunity
for women in the Central Wisconsin area to
network, talk about issues that affect their daily
professional lives, learn something new and have
fun doing it. Watch for speaker details to come.
This event will include a lunch, swag bag, door
prizes and networking. A 50/50 raffle will also be
played. "Women in Business" is open to the public.
Plated Luncheon Catered by Rockman's Catering
includes: Napa Valley Salad (Spring Mix, Arugula,
Pan-Seared Chicken Breast, Dates, Toasted
Hazelnuts & Feta) with Balsamic Vinaigrette,
Sourdough Baguettes, Ice Water with Lemon
Slices, Sweetened Ice Tea, and delicious
Neapolitan Cheesecake for Dessert. (Vegetarian or
Gluten Free Options available upon request)
For questions contact Karen Myers at 715-344-1940
or kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.

Presented by Aspirus
Stevens Point Campus
Special thanks to
our Media Sponsor
of our four Women
in Business Events –
Midwest
Communications
Radio Group

Community Showcase Guide!
Flip through our new Community Showcase Guide HERE!

Waiting to receive your Community Showcase Guide? Now that many
busineses have reopened, we will be delivering them soon. Please email
tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com or call the office at 715-344-1940 if you
would like some for your waiting room, lobby, office, or to give to candidates
during the interview process.
You can have as many as you wish - they are free of charge and we will deliver!
If your organization placed an ad in the guide, you will automatically receive
copies. They will be delivered after the the Safer at Home order is lifted.
THANK YOU to our advertisers, the various people & organizations that
submitted photos, and to Spectra Print for assistance with printing.
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WELCOME NEW
MEMBER

EatStreet
www.eatstreet.com

HAVE YOU RECEIVED AN UPDATED
MEMBERSHIP LISTING LATELY?
REMEMBER, A VALUABLE MEMBER BENEFIT IS
ACCESS TO OUR MEMBERSHIP MAILING LIST.

CALL OR EMAIL TONYA AT:
715-344-1940
TKOWALSKI@PORTAGECOUNTYBIZ.COM

TO REQUEST YOUR LIST TODAY!
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New member Spotlight
Alzheimer's Association

120 S. Clark Street, Suite 120, Wausau
Phone: (920) 469-2110
Website: www.alz.org
The Alzheimer’s Association is proud to be a member
of the Portage Council Business Council. Portage and surrounding counties are serviced
by the Alzheimer’s Association team members from the Wausau, WI office. Lori Plaza is the
Walk Manager, and JoAnn Janikowski is the Outreach Specialist. We can be reached at
laplaza@alz.org (715) 861-6173 and jejanikowski@alz.org (715) 803-6779.
When the safer at home was put in place on March 13th for the Alzheimer’s Association, a plan
was put in place and were able to deliver services online within 72 hrs. Now more than ever,
our fundraising efforts are needed to allow us to continue programming virtually until we can
safely resume in person meetings, presentations, and care conferences to our most vulnerable
population. We have programs available to employers/business owners to help with dementia
in the workplace. Please reach out if you would like additional information-we are here to help!
The Stevens Point Area Walk to End Alzheimer’s is only one of the Walk’s that take place in
North Central WI. This year’s event is planned for Saturday, June 19th at the MAC Center of
UWSP. We are carefully monitoring the Covid 19 situation and will base the Walk format on
current information specific our locality and the safety of our supporters and staff. Please
consider joining the Stevens Point Area Walk to End Alzheimer’s. The quick link is http://act.alz.
org/stevenspoint

The Summer Session starts
June 22nd. REGISTER!

Our Mission: To provide leadership
instruction through events and roundtable
discussion groups to support individuals in
fulfilling the purpose they were created for.
Our Vision: To cultivate vibrant communities
guided by hope-filled, competent leaders.
Heartland Leadership Initiative and
Lead Transformed are Proud Programs
of the Portage County Business Council.
8

LeadTransformed consists of Weekly
Roundtables: A gathering of 5-8 like-minded
individuals, guided by a facilitator through the
following process:
1. Review your previous week's progress
2. Read a new foundational leadership principle
3. Reflect and Rate your current application
4. Identify a Reason to improve
5. D
 rive Results by committing to one very
specific achievable next step
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Meet our
Summer intern
My name is Rose
Schultz. I am a
student at UWSP
majoring in
Communication
and minoring in
Spanish. I am
excited to graduate in May 2021
and hope to get
into a Graduate
Program in the Fall. I have had great encounters with the Advisors in the Academic
and Career Advising Center and because
of that, I’d like to get into a Student Affairs
Administration or Counseling program. I
moved to Portage County in February, even
though I spent most days here- February
was my official move-in date! What I have
enjoyed about it so far is that I am close to
the major necessities, college, child-friendly
activities while also being able to completely
enjoy the beautiful trails. I sincerely enjoy
taking a stroll and listening to the rustling
of the leaves and the birds chirping. Life can
be chaotic especially during these times but
soaking up nature makes it all better. Another thing I like to enjoy during chaotic times
is DESSERT--my favorite kind in Ben and
Jerry’s Chunky Monkey Ice Cream. It’s banana-flavored ice cream with fudge chunks
and walnuts. A must-try! I look forward to
being a part of the Portage County Business
Council this summer and am eager to serve
the community as much as possible.
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WORK WELL ZOOM PRESENTATION
Aspirus Work Well...Helping Business
Rise Above COVID-19
Thursday, June 18, 2020 • 8:00-9:00 am • Zoom
About the Program:

In response to the current COVID-19 situation, Aspirus Business Health
has developed a suite of tools available to employers; a majority of which are
free. Work Well offers a robust and growing array of free resources, such as:
Webinars, Workplace Safety Checklist, Symptom Screening Tools, Cleaning
& Disinfecting Guidelines, Posters, 1 on 1 Consulting with your Business
Leaders, and More!

Key Take-Aways:
• Help employers and their employees safely return to work and to our
communities
• Provide access to COVID-19 resources, assessments and safety solutions
• Continued access to Occupational Health for safe hiring and work
injury treatment

Presented by:
Samantha Diedrich
MS, CWP
Sales Executive
at Aspirus Business
Health

About our Speaker:

Samantha is a Certified Wellness Practitioner and the Sales Executive at Aspirus Business Health.
She works directly with the Business Development teams and Aspirus Growth strategy teams. She
is passionate about engaging business partners, employers and clients to improve their lives through
health and happiness. Sam has her master’s degree in Clinical Exercise Physiology and has worked in
the Wellness Industry for over 10 years.
Special THANK YOU to Aspirus for their sponsorship of this program.

REGISTER HERE
This presentation will be a Zoom Presentation. After registering,
a confirmation email with a zoom link to join the event will be
provided to you. Complimentary to PCBC Members.
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Join us for
Business on
the Green
August 10, 2020
The Ambassadors Club of the Portage County Business Council will be holding their
31st annual golf outing, Business on the Green on Monday, August 10th at two highly
rated Wisconsin courses—Stevens Point Country Club and the SentryWorld Golf Course.
With over 280 golfers participating and additional business representatives attending
the 19th Hole Networking Event (after golf) at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention
Center, the 2020 event will be a great environment to expand your contacts.

You have a great opportunity to be further involved in the event
by taking advantage of a sponsorship! Don't miss out!

Golfer Registration is Open!

Due to limited space for single and double golfers, start planning your foursomes soon.
Courses fill on a first-come-first-served basis.

Click Here for Stevens Point Country Club Course Registration at $130 per person
Click Here for SentryWorld Golf Course Registration at $155 per person
12

Business on the Green
Sponsorship Opportunities
You have a great opportunity to be further involved in Business on the Green event scheduled for Monday,
August 10th by taking advantage of a sponsorship…limited spots remain! Don't miss this! CLICK HERE for the
sponsorship listing. Contact Karen Myers at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com for more details.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE…

Hole Event Prize Sponsors Corporate donation of prize(s) for special event games on golf course(s)
• Company name on signs during the event at two courses and signage at the 19th Hole Networking Event
• Verbal recognition at 19th Hole Networking Event
Ditty Bag Giveaway Sponsors Corporate donation of 300 giveaways for golfers

• Company name on signs during the event at two courses and signage at the 19th Hole Networking Event

WE THANK OUR 2020 BUSINESS ON THE GREEN SPONSORS TO DATE...
Diamond Sponsors Corporate sponsors of 19th Hole Networking Event

GOLD SPONSORS

Corporate sponsors of one hole at the golf event with
foursome package
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
Del Monte Foods Inc
Delta Dental of Wisconsin
Ellis Construction
Hausmann Johnson Insurance
Legacy Accounting & Financial Services LLC
Rettler Corporation
Schulist’s Custom Cabinets Inc
Sentry
Simplicity Credit Union
Skyward
Stevens Point Orthopedics
The Pineries Bank
TRICOR Insurance

GOLD (2) SPONSORS

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR (Sold Out)

Corporate sponsors of one hole at the golf event
Incredible Bank
Mark Motors Automotive Inc

BEVERAGE SPONSORS

Beverage sponsors of all beverage carts at two courses
Investors Community Bank
Regnier Consulting Group Inc
Stone Innovations Inc
Van Horn Nissan of Stevens Point
Waste Management

LUNCH SPONSORS

Corporate sponsors of Luncheon at two courses
Altmann Construction Company Inc
CoVantage Credit Union
Steel King Industries

LUNCH BAG SPONSORS (Sold Out)

Corporate sponsors of one hole at the golf event
Advanced Disposal Services Midwest
Country Inn & Suites
Peoples State Bank
Stevens Point Brewery
Team Schierl Companies
The Portage County Bank

Findorff
Members’ Advantage Credit Union

SILVER SPONSORS (Sold Out)

Community Insurance & Associates
Hertel Tax & Accounting
Gamber-Johnson LLC
Red Shoes Inc
Ski’s Meat Market
WAOW Television Inc

Corporate sponsor of Runner Carts at both courses
Pizza Ranch
Rack Industrial LLC

PUTTING SPONSORS (Sold Out)
Corporate sponsors of Putting contest
Associated Bank
Paper City Savings

TOTE BAG SPONSORS (Sold Out)

This opportunity for sponsorship is on a first-come, first-served basis. To confirm your sponsorship, please contact Karen Myers at
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com. We appreciate your consideration and support of this event.
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To VIEW the current Member to Member Discounts:
1. Go to our website www.portagecountybiz.com
2. Click on Member Login in upper right corner
3. Login using your credentials (if you do not know these- please
let us know and we can give them to you)
4. Click on Member to Member Deals
5. Cick on each deal for more details
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Creative Excellence
Awards Breakfast
Tuesday, July 28, 2020

Tuesday, July 28th marks our annual celebration of business success across Portage County.
Join in the excitement as we recognize the achievements of the recipients of the Entrepreneur
of the Year, the Portage County Charitable Community Award, Young Professional of the Year
and NEW this year, the Golden Apple Awards for Excellence in Education.
This year’s event captures the entrepreneurial spirit of successful business across Portage
County. To honor the success of Portage County business members, the Business Council
invites you to attend the July 28th Creative Excellence Awards Breakfast.
For questions on the event contact Karen Myers at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.

Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center, Stevens Point
$25/person for PCBC Members
$30/person for Prospective PCBC Members

REGISTER HERE
Reservations due by Thursday, July 23, 2020

7:15 AM – Registration

7:30 AM – P
 lated Breakfast - Vegetarian and Gluten Free Options
available upon request
8:00 AM – A
 wards Presentations by Master of Ceremonies
General Manager of NRG Media - Aleese Fielder
8:30 AM – K
 eynote Speaker - Deborah Adams
Owner of the Wellness Spa

Deborah Adams
Owner of the
Wellness Spa

2020 Awards to be Presented:

2020 Entrepreneur of the Year Award Winner: Feltz’s Dairy Store
2020 Portage County Charitable Community Award Winner:
Boys & Girls Club of Portage County
2020 Ignite Young Professional of the Year Winner: Jeanna Trzebiatowski
2020 Teacher of the Year Golden Apple Award: TBA
Thank you to our Event Sponsors to date:

Thank you to our
Media Sponsor:
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JOIN THE
GIRL SCOUT COOKIE
SHARE CHALLENGE!

This spring, Girl Scouts joined individuals, businesses, and other organizations to keep our community
healthy and reduce the spread of COVID-19. As part of those efforts, we had to end the Girl Scout cookie
booth season early to keep girls safe. This created challenges for girls to reach individual and troop goals,
including raising funds towards future membership, trips, and community service projects.
Our girls and volunteers have thousands of boxes of cookies to sell, donate, or return to our council. The
Cookie Program funds programs and services for our members, so having unsold cookies means there
will be severe financial impact. We are seeking community support from individuals and businesses to
underwrite the cost of the remaining Girl Scout cookie inventory. Cookie Share cookies will be donated to
local food pantries or organizations helping to feed children, veterans, and health care providers.

Please support the Cookie Share Fund today! Visit http://gsnwgl.org/CookieShareFund
Proceeds from the Cookie Share Challenge support virtual and future programming, leader and parent
resources, property improvements, and financial aid for low-income Girl Scouts.
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A JOHN C. M A X W ELL EVENT

SAVE THE DATE | FRIDAY OCTOBER 9, 2020 |

What is Live2Lead?

SentryWorld

601 N. Michigan Ave.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Live2Lead is a half-day live simulcast, leader development experience designed to
equip you with new perspectives, practical tools and key takeaways. You’ll breathe
new life into your leadership during this information-packed event.

Learn more at HeartlandLeader.com or contact Tom Corcoran at 715.323.1200.

ZOOMONAL (ZOOM & PERSONAL)
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & BAGELS

Join
Learn how to
Us in
market events, deals,
job openings and MORE person
or on
on the PCBC website for Zo
om!
FREE!
A JOHN C. M A X W ELL EVENT

Held every month at the PCBC office, 7:30-8:30am.
Upcoming Membership Benefits & Bagels:

Bring
your laptop
SentryWorld
601
N.
Michigan
Ave.
SAVE7/21/20
THE DATE | FRIDAY OCTOBER 9, 2020 | and
6/16/20,
make
Stevens Point, WI 54481
Live2Lead
is a half-day live simulcast, leader development
experience designed to
Click Here to Reserve your spot
today!
changes/postings
equip you with new perspectives, practical tools and key takeaways. You’ll breathe
new life into your leadership during this information-packed
liveevent.
during the
An attendee at a recent session had this to say: "I really appreciated the
session!
session this morning. It was incredibly helpful and gave me some
Learn more at HeartlandLeader.com or contact Tom Corcoran at 715.323.1200.

What is Live2Lead?

great ideas to bring back to my team on how to use the features and get
the most out of our membership.”

Questions? Call 715-344-1940
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Join Our Ambassadors Club
Are you or someone you know enthusiastic and out-going?
Is becoming a member of our Ambassadors Club right for you?
Our Ambassadors attend ribbon cutting ceremonies, grand opening celebrations, ground
breakings, and many of our events. Members of this group lend a hand whenever they see
something that needs doing! For more information and an application CLICK HERE. For
questions contact Karen Myers at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.
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Member to Member Deals

Plover and Stevens Point

Both Plover Hometown Pharmacy and
Stevens Point Hometown Pharmacy will give a
10% discount on Ortho Molecular and CBD products.
Offer valid through November 29, 2020.

If you know a business that could benefit from our great products and
services, our Business Referral Program makes it easy to earn rewards.
Simply get in touch with the business that can benefit from switching to TDS.
When the business agrees to have a conversation with our sales team, fill out
the form and submit. If it qualifies*, you could earn up to a $500 Amazon.com gift code when they sign
up or upgrade their current service. Plus, there are no limits on the number of referrals you can make.
Start referring today! *See our terms and conditions for program details.

No matter where you are, you can use your
computer or smartphone to bank remotely!
Online Banking
5517 Vern Holmes Drive, Stevens Point, WI 54482
(715) 254-3400

We make it easy
to bank remotely
At Investors Community Bank, we
have several tools that allow you to
visit the bank 24/7 via your desktop
or smartphone, without ever having
to leave your home or office.

•
•
•
•
•
•

View account balances and transactions
Make payments
Schedule transfers (fund, wire and ACH)
Issue stop payments
Deposit checks using your RDC machine
Review and approve Positive Pay exceptions

Mobile Banking
•
•
•
•
•

Transfer money between accounts
Deposit checks
Approve scheduled transfers
Receive alerts
Schedule bill payments

For details, visit
InvestorsCommunityBank.com/digital-banking
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DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS OPENING A BUSINESS?
Let them know that we do Ribbon Cuttings, Grand
Openings and Groundbreakings for any business in
Portage County whether they are a PCBC Member
or not. And it doesn't end there...we also do events
for Remodels, Unveilings (new logos/websites),

Name Change, Location Change, and Park
Dedications. Our Ambassador Club and members
of our staff will attend your event. Then we put it
up on our Facebook page for everyone to see! If
interested, give us a call at 715-344-1940.

Contact US!
Portage County Business Council, Inc.
5501 Vern Holmes Drive | Stevens Point, WI 54482
715-344-1940 • www.portagecountybiz.com
Todd Kuckkahn
Executive Director
tkuckkahn@portagecountybiz..com

Deb Zaske
Director of Marketing & Communications
admin@portagecountybiz.com

Karen Myers
Director of Programs & Events
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com

Tom Corcoran
Director of Heartland Leadership Initiative
tcorcoran@portagecountybiz.com

Kayla Rombalski
Director of Talent Development
talent@portagecountybiz.com

Dave Acaley
Member Relations
membership@portagecountybiz.com

Tonya Kowalski
Director of Business Engagement
tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com

PCBC Intern
Rose Schultz
intern@portagecountybiz.com

Portage County Business Council
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