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Portage County
Prosperity 2040
Launches
BY TODD KUCKKAHN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
PORTAGE COUNTY BUSINESS COUNCIL

Recently about 60 local leaders,
activists, and change agents
gathered at SentryWorld to kick-off
“Prosperity 2040”, a county-wide
initiative that will use strategic
foresight to develop a shared plan
for future economic and community
development.
The initiative is co-sponsored by
the City of Stevens Point, Portage
County, the Village of Plover, the
Portage County Towns Association
and the Portage County Business
Council. Half of the cost of the
nine-month initiative is underwritten
by a “Future Regions” grant from
the Local Government Institute
of Wisconsin (“LGI”) (http://www.
localgovinstitute.org/future_regions)
At the meeting Gary Becker, LGI’s
Executive Director, pointed to the
unique nature of having several
units of local government and other
stakeholders work together on
the plan, “One of the goals of the
Future Regions
grant is to help
Portage County
build and refine
collaboration
skills so that the
region can have a
more prosperous
and resilient
future.”

Meeting participants included a
broad cross-section of industry,
nonprofit, agricultural, and
government representation. At the
start of the meeting, futurist and
facilitator Rebecca Ryan asked,
“How many of you are sitting at
tables with people you don’t know
well?” Over three-fourths of people
raised their hands. The workshop
centered on two activities: cognitive
bias training to help participants
understand how their minds are
open to some information and
closed to other information; and a
trends game in which participants
discussed and debated Portage
County’s “STEEP” trends, trends
in society, technology, economy,
environment and politics.
Dale Sankey from Peoples State
Bank was one of the participants
He said, “I found it very encouraging
that a diverse group of leaders
from the private and public sectors,
and from multiple communities,
are meeting collaboratively to plan
the future, and move our county
forward.”
Portage County Prosperity 2040
will include:
• Futures Lab #2 on April 18 will
engage participants in a scenario

Roundtable trends discussion.
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development process that will help
the community pinpoint strategies
that will help it maximize its future.

• Futures Lab #3 on May 14 will
use Purdue University’s “Strategic
Doing” process to help individuals
and organizations identify easy,
collaborative projects that can reap
big rewards in the future.
• Online surveying and polling from
Wisconsin-based Polco, to gain input
from across the community.

Facilitator Rebecca Ryan leading the trend-setting workshop.

• Six months of coaching to begin implementation
of the plans and develop or solidify new working
relationships among community partners.

Welcome

Since 2006, BB’s Aquatic Service has created
unique aquariums and ponds for hospitals,
assisted living centers, private homeowners and
business owners throughout Central Wisconsin.
BB’s Aquatic Service specializes in servicing
aquariums of all shapes and sizes through
design, installation, cleaning, and maintenance.
Owner, Brad Birch, was recently awarded
Superpro™ certification.
The Superpro™ program is dedicated to defining
excellence and identifying the highest quality
local home service companies for consumers.
A Superpro™ is a certified Housecall Pro that
provides their customers with a transparent and
modern experience from the moment they book a
job for years to come.

Those who are interested in attending the workshops
should contact Todd Kuckkahn at the Portage County
Business Council. RSVPs are required due to space
limitations. Participation at workshops is limited but
online participation will be open to all.

Data shows that only
5% of Housecall Pro
users have achieved
Superpro™ status
in 2018. Together,
Superpros™ are
bringing value back
into the trades and
setting the new
standard of what
being a home service
professional is.
This recent
achievement is
indicative of the quality of service and care
customers receive when they choose BB’s
Aquatic Service.
Countless studies have proven that aquariums
reduce stress and increase relaxation. Watching
fish in aquariums decreases heart rate, muscle
tension, and anxiety.
You can enhance your workplace wellness and
provide stress relief to employees by calling BB’s
Aquatic Service today!
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Creative Excellence
Awards Breakfast
Thursday, April 25, 2019

Thursday, April 25th marks our annual celebration of business success across Portage County. Join in
the excitement as we recognize the achievements of the recipients of the Entrepreneur of the Year,
the Portage County Charitable Community Award and our Ignite Young Professional of the Year.
This year’s event captures the entrepreneurial spirit of successful business across Portage County. To
honor the success of Portage County business members, the Business Council invites you to attend
the April 25th Creative Excellence Awards Breakfast.

Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center, Stevens Point
$25/person for PCBC Members
$30/person for Prospective PCBC Members

REGISTER HERE
Reservations due by Monday, April 22, 2019
7:15 AM – Registration
7:30 AM – Plated Breakfast - Vegetarian and Gluten Free
Options available upon request
8:00 AM – Awards Presentations by Master of Ceremonies
General Manager of NRG Media - Aleese Fielder
8:30 AM – Keynote Speaker - Mr. Jeff Ebel
Jeff’s presentation is entitled “Success is a Lousy Teacher”

Jeff Ebel
Entrepreneur, Speaker,
Counselor & President of
Midwest Wealth Ventures

2019 Awards to be Presented:
Entrepreneur of the Year Award Winner:
D1 Training, Stevens Point, Owner Kevin Kirschbaum
Portage County Charitable Community Award Winner:
Ascension St. Michael’s Hospital Breast Care Center
Ignite Young Professional of the Year Award Winner: To be determined
Thank you to our Event Sponsors to date:

Thank you to our Media Sponsor:
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WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS
HEID MUSIC
KWIK TRIP
THE COMMUNITY
BLOOD CENTER
LOWE'S
HAVE YOU RECEIVED AN UPDATED MEMBERSHIP
LISTING LATELY?
REMEMBER, A VALUABLE MEMBER BENEFIT IS
ACCESS TO OUR MEMBERSHIP MAILING LIST.

CALL OR EMAIL TO REQUEST YOUR
LIST TODAY!
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Business
after

Hours

Monday, April 15
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
No Cost to Attend

Stop by River Cities Bank for a fun time of
networking, a grill out of hamburger sliders &
more, refreshments (beer and wine), and door
prizes to local businesses. A 50/50 raffle will also
be played. Don’t miss this event!
To attend the event, please register by Friday, April
12th online at PortageCountyBiz.com/Events or
Call 715.344.1940.
What is Business After Hours? A social event designed for and hosted by Business Council members to give business professionals an
opportunity to network, share ideas, and have
their facility seen by other members. The

5709 Windy Drive, Suite A
Stevens Point
member host furnishes refreshments and hors
d’oeuvres for the evening. A different Business
Council member hosts Business After Hours
every month.
Members are welcome to co-host the event with
another Business Council member. Please call
Karen Myers at 715-344-1940 or email at
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com to book the
month you are interested in.
RSVP by Friday, April 12, 2019.
Click Here to register online.
Click Here for map.
Click Here for Bicycling map

Mid-State Students
Seek Donations of
Career Apparel
Clothing drive to benefit students
starting their careers soon
Students in Mid-State Technical College’s
Administrative Office Procedures class are
coordinating a business/career attire clothing drive
starting in March. Clothing donations will be given
to individuals during the College’s Dress 4 Success
event in April to jumpstart the job interview process
and their new career. The community is invited to
make donations of gently used men’s and women’s
business clothing during the drive, March 25
through April 22.
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Acceptable items include men’s and women’s
business suits, dress pants or khakis, shirts, blouses,
polo shirts, ties, skirts, dresses, dress shoes (like-new
only), new colored dress socks and accessories such
as jewelry, purses, belts, coats or jackets.
Collection boxes are located in the Student Services
& Information Center at Mid-State’s campuses in
Adams, Marshfield, Stevens Point and Wisconsin
Rapids. More information is provided at mstc.edu/
clothingdrive.
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What is the Business X-Change? A roundtable
presentation which allows business owners and their
employees the opportunity to discuss pertinent topics,
learn from local industry leaders and, most importantly,
learn from each other. Business X-Change meets
regularly throughout the year from 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
at the Portage County Business Council office.

You are invited to attend our April X-Change.
Wednesday, April 10, 2019 | 7:30am – 8:30am
• P
 lease Click Here to register or call our office at 715-344-1940
• P
 ortage County Business Council, Foundation Conference Room
• W
 hile there is no cost to attend, the value of the information
may be priceless
• C
 ontinental Breakfast Provided

Topic: “3 Secrets to Expose Wasted Time & Lost Profits”

Tina Palmgren

About the Program: Are you disappointed because you missed another
family event? Frustrated with the paperwork that comes from running your business? Worrying
over where your profits are going? Join Tina Palmgren for this Business X-Change and discover
time savings tips and profit boosting tools. Learn how small changes = BIG RESULTS

In this action-packed X-Change you’ll learn:
1. H
 ow inaccuracy affects the entire business, not just the department errors arise from.
2. W
 hy rekeying data is detrimental to accuracy and a huge waste of time.
3. The secret to streamlining data analysis.
4. W
 hy “what you don’t know” is costing you profits.
About our Presenter: In Tina’s 23 years accounting experience in various industries, she has increased
profits and saved time in every department. Tina’s philosophy: Accounting is an expense; however,
investing in your business processes will earn you higher profits and give you more time year after year
in every department.
Special THANK YOU to Exceling Your Business
for its sponsorship of this program.
For questions on this event please contact
Karen Myers at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com
or 715-344-1940.
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Save the Date
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What’s a Reality Shop?

A Reality Shop is a budgeting exercise for high
school students, giving them an example of what
situations they may experience after high school.
Based on a students’ career aspirations, they will
be given three job offers to choose from. Using
their chosen offer and annual wage, the student
must complete a monthly budget.

What do volunteers do?

Business volunteers play the role of vendors,
selling cars, homes, insurance, luxury items, etc.
to the students. Volunteers are crucial to
providing A memorable and educational
experience for the students.

VOLUNTEER HERE
8

Join us for mock interviews. As a volunteer
interviewer, you will conduct mock
interviews with students and provide
feedback. These mock interviews will help
students boost confidence, reduce anxiety
& stress, and receive constructive feedback,
all in preparation for a future job. Includes
refreshments, networking time, and two
rounds of student interviews.

VOLUNTEER HERE

You’re invited to attend the

2019 KEYNOTE CONFERENCE
MR. BOAZ RAUCHWERGER
Internationally-known Speaker,
Trainer, Consultant and Author

Join the Portage County
Business Council and Vistage as
we present Internationally-known
speaker, Mr. Boaz Rauchwerger.

Monday, May 6, 2019
8:00AM – 11:45AM
Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention
Center, Expos 3A & 3B
1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point
$35/person for PCBC/Vistage
Members ($250 for a table of 8)
$40/person for Prospective
PCBC/Non Vistage Members
Event includes Plated Breakfast
including Fluffy Scrambled Eggs;
Homestyle Potatoes O’Brien;
Applewood Smoked Bacon;
Fresh Pastry & Pure Butter; and
Coffee, Tea, Fresh Orange Juice & Milk

Don’t Miss This Program
Register by Wednesday,
May 1, 2019

The Tiberias Success Formula:
Get Productive – Market Profitably –
Innovate Teamwork!
About our Speaker: Boaz Rauchwerger was born in Israel. His family
immigrated to the U.S. when he was 9. Although unable to speak the
language at the time, he became a radio newscaster by the time he
was in high school. Boaz has been a newspaper publisher, owned his
own advertising agency, and has produced corporate films as well as
a network television show. His Tiberias Success Formula has helped
thousands of professionals, executives and employees to enhance
and supercharge their careers and their lives.
Over a 30-year span, Boaz, author of “The Tiberias Transformation
– How to Change Your Life in Less Than 8 Minutes a Day”, has
conducted thousands of seminars internationally on goal setting and
high achievement. He has taught over half a million people how to
supercharge their lives, their careers and how to add Power to their
goals. His innovative program, for individuals and corporations, is a
simple and highly effective process for high achievement.
As Speaker of the Year for Vistage International, the world’s largest
organization of CEOs, Boaz has conducted hundreds of seminars
for groups of CEOs throughout the U.S., Canada, England, Mexico,
and the Caribbean. He has also spoken for such companies as
American Airlines, Xerox, Toyota, and Time Warner. He is the founder
and president of Boaz Power Corp., a Los Angeles high-performance
consulting firm.

REGISTER HERE

About the Presentation: In this highly interactive presentation, Boaz
Rauchwerger shares a set of proven rules for productive meetings,
9 highly profitable marketing ideas, and innovative techniques for
creating great teamwork. Key issues covered in this fast-paced
program that are applicable immediately include: running meetings
like a television program for greater productivity; ideas for optimum
time management; being much more creative in marketing; and
innovative ideas to create great relationships with employees,
customers, and suppliers.

Proceeds to benefit the
Portage County
Business Council Foundation

You will experience a unique, interactive, enthusiastic, fast-paced,
humorous program with highly-productive content that is applicable
immediately!
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Ambassadors Give Back

On March 11 Sentry leaders, area
dignitaries, contractors, architects, PCBC
staff, and Ambassador Club members
took part in the ribbon cutting ceremony
to celebrate the official opening of Sentry’s
beautiful new seven-story, 270,000 square
foot office located at 1501 North Point Drive,
Stevens Point.

The City of Stevens Point Water & Wastewater Department held a ribbon cutting for their
new utility garage on March 19th. It has the largest solar array in the Portage County area (130KW)
which power the heat pumps that use the effluent water from the treatment facility to heat and
cool the building.
10
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On March 20th Precision Cellular & Sound formally
celebrated the recent remodel of its store located at 87
Sunset Blvd, Stevens Point. The $70,000 remodel took place
over a three-day period in December. Members of our
Ambassadors Club, PCBC staff and Mayor Wiza were on
hand for the celebration.
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Business Council Honors Individuals
for Contributions to Agriculture
We celebrated successes in Portage County
at the March 11th American Agriculture
Appreciation Banquet held at the Holiday Inn Hotel
& Convention Center. Many thanks to our Patron
Sponsors of the event:.

Keynote Speaker Senator Patrick Testin speaks to a
crowd of over 100.

Several individuals were recognized for their
outstanding contributions to agriculture.
Plover River Farms Alliance, owners Nick and
Dianne Somers were awarded the Outstanding
Contribution to Agriculture Award for their
outstanding commitment to the progress and
success of the agri-business industry, and for
their significant contributions to the agri-business
community in Portage County.
The Agri-Business Scholarship Recipients were:
Riley Patoka, son of Jodi & Joseph Patoka of
Stevens Point; and Angela Edelburg, daughter of
Patty & Gary Edelburg of Scandinavia.
Outstanding FFA
Senior Awards went
to: Makayla KonkolAmherst High School,
daughter of Jenifer &
Stephen Konkol; Ashley
Studzinski and Lillian
Walder-Rosholt High
School, daughter of
Gail & Anthony
Studzinski and daughter
of Sarah & Ed Walder;
and Zoe Zalewski12

Stevens Point Area Senior High School, daughter
Carla Danczyk and Granddaughter of Bob &
Sandi Danczyk.
The 4-H Leadership in Agriculture Award was
presented to: Abigail Helbach, daughter of Debra &
Michael Helbach.
The keynote speaker for the event was State
Senator Patrick Testin. His presentation was
entitled “Growing Opportunity in Wisconsin”.
The Master of Ceremonies was Ken Schroeder,
UW-Extension Portage County Agricultural Agent.
The American Agriculture Banquet is an annual
event that celebrates Portage County individuals
for their personal and professional contributions to
agriculture in Portage County.

Award & Scholarship Recipients: L/R Randy Fleischauer, Jeanine McCain,
Abigail Helbach, Angela Edelburg, Riley Patoka, Ashley Studzinski, Lillian Walder,
Makayla Konkol, Zoe Zalewski, and Senator Patrick Testin

It’s Time for
Business on
the Green

Monday, June 3rd, 2019
The Ambassadors Club of the Portage County Business Council will be holding their
30th annual golf outing, Business on the Green on Monday, June 3, 2019 at two highly
rated Wisconsin courses—Stevens Point Country Club and the SentryWorld Golf Course.
With over 280 golfers participating and additional business representatives attending
the 19th Hole Networking Event (after golf), the 2019 event will be a great environment
to expand your contacts.
You have a great opportunity to be further involved in the event by taking advantage of
a sponsorship! Don’t miss out!
This opportunity for sponsorship is on a first come, first serve basis. To confirm
your sponsorship, please contact Karen Myers at 715-344-1940 or
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com by Monday, April 15, 2019.
We appreciate your consideration and support of this event.

CLICK HERE FOR ALL THE EXCITING SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Golfer Registration is Open!

Due to limited space for single and double golfers, start planning your foursomes soon.
Courses fill on a first-come-first-served basis.

Click Here for Stevens Point Country Club Course Registration at $130 per person
Click Here (Starting April 22nd) for SentryWorld Golf Course Registration at $150 per person
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LEADERSHIP PORTAGE COUNTY
WRAP UP ARTICLE
Recap Written by Katie Ourada
We dove into the subject of
economic development as a
follow-up from last month’s
discussion on land use and
planning. We learned about
efforts at the municipal, regional
and state level from a variety of
individuals, in different positions
with different perspectives and
types of expertise, that shared
the common goal of improving
the quality of life of residents in
Central WI by way of economic
growth.
Jeff Schuler gave us a recap of
economic development and
shared historical accounts and
visual depictions of the growth
(as an example) in the Plover
Business Park. We segued to an
overview of State & Regional
Economic Development with
guest speaker Tim Weber,
Regional Director of Region 6 of
the WI Economic Development
Corp (WEDC), formerly the
Department of Commerce. We
learned about the variety of
facets of WEDC including:
• Public/Private model (as well
as some discussion of how
government politics shapes
what the agency looks like or
may change in subsequent
months/years under new
gubernatorial leadership)
• Types of partnerships
throughout state (communities,
14

education, industry groups,
planning commissions)
• Various divisions (sector
strategy development,
international business
development, entrepreneurial
innovation, business/commerce
development, business/
investment attraction)
• Variety of ways in which
WEDC supports growth
& revitalization through
investments, grants and other
community support.
Economic Development Panel
Discussion: Following Tim’s
presentation, we transitioned
to a panel with Andrew
Halverson, former mayor of
Stevens Point and Chris Holman,
County Executive. Through
this discussion we learned a
variety of updates (e.g., solsmart initiative, parks updates)
from Chris and also needs
and challenges of economic
development, budgetary

prioritization, TIF district pros/
cons. Andrew gave us a historical
account of some of the growth
of the Stevens Point area under
his leadership and the growth
of three TIF districts while he
was the elected mayor and the
challenges the area faced during
the economic downturn of 2008
(incl AIG/Travel Guard building).
Tour of Pointe Precision: We
had the chance to tour an
amazing facility that operates
24/7/365 and provides precision
machining solutions for 8
industries including aerospace,
healthcare, firearms and more. It
was fascinating to see how the
machines and their operators
worked and to discuss labor
needs and the training that PP
offers its technicians.
Tour of Lineage Logistics:
Following lunch, we headed over
to Lineage Logistics, formerly
Service Cold Storage. This was a
fascinating tour and gave us all
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a new appreciation for not only
how sophisticated the logistics
of the facility are, but for their
efficiency and processes as well.
On average Lineage has 85
trucks in and out of their facility
on a daily basis hauling away
stored products. We learned a
lot about the ammonia-run
facility and all the systems
keeping it operational.
Municipal Economic
Development: Dan Mahoney,
Plover Administrator and Ryan
Kernosky led a session on the
growth of Plover, specifically
focusing on Crossroad Commons
and Lake Pacawa areas, providing
examples of successful growth
in TIF and non-TIF districts.
This discussion also highlighted
the financial growth in value
of these areas based on the
economic impact of growth of
these areas as well as projected

growth for the future (e.g., for
example, Crossroad Commons
pre-development land value
= $64,000 to current value of
over $67 million). Discussion
also focused on importance of
planning and the significance
of cooperation of bodies of
government & citizenry to
ensure success.
Regional Economic
Development: We ended our day
with Gordon Grow, Executive
Director of Centergy. Gordon

shared information on the
challenges of labor shortages
and puny economic growth in
central WI and talked about
the significance of the Ministry
of WAR (Workforce Attraction
& Retention), a new Centergy
Initiative. Our efforts to grow
this part of the state must
be coordinated, united and
realistic among the various
business communities/councils
(Stevens Point, Plover, Wausau,
Marshfield, Wisconsin Rapids).

SAVE THE DATE

CLASS OF 2019 GRADUATION
LPC Alumni and friends are invited to join the Class of 2018-2019 at at a casual graduation picnic.
Thursday, May 23 from 5:00-7:00 PM • Pfiffner Building
at Pfiffner Pioneer Park (1100 Crosby Ave, Stevens Point)
15
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Our Mission: To provide leadership instruction
through events and roundtable discussion
groups to support individuals in fulfilling the
purpose they were created for.
Our Vision: To cultivate vibrant communities
guided by hope-filled, competent leaders.
Heartland Leadership Initiative and
Lead Transformed are Proud Programs
of the Portage County Business Council.
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BE BOLD
BE INSPIRED
BE THE IMPACT
YPWEEK EVENTS
April 22 | 5:30 pm
A Bite & A Pint for the Fight
Starting Location: Mr. Brews

April 24 | 6:00 pm
Backstage Pass at The Claflin House
1665 Main St

April 23 | 7:30 am
Active Transportation Workshop
IDEA Center, 1039 Ellis St

April 25 | 7:15 am
Creative Excellence Awards Breakfast
Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center

April 24 | 7:30 am
Coffee & Conversation
with Guest Speaker
James David Oksuita
The Coffee Studio, 1100 Main St

April 26 | 6:00 pm
Batter Up! at Velocity Clubhouse
5100 Heffron St

YP Week Sponsor

For Event Registration visit
facebook.com/igniteportagecountywi

Media Sponsor – NRG Media
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Many community members stop in the
office at this time of year to purchase
Portage County Gift Certificates for end-ofthe-year teacher/coach/bus driver gifts.
That, combined with summer tourists equals
increased visitors, which means increased
amounts of people looking through and
taking our members’ literature. Last year,
5,000 people passed through our lobby!
Now is the perfect time for you to drop off
brochures for our lobby racks.
We want our display shelves fully stocked
with information about our members so we
can show off all of the good work you do!
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We will take a bundle of 20-25 pcs. of your
promotional materials.
You can drop them off at our front desk, put them in
the mail, or give us a call (715-344-1940) and we
will be happy to pick them up!
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Your Fut

Showcasing Central Wisconsin
• Jobs
• Fun
• Housing

• Education
• Quality of Life
• Bragging Rights

everythingpointshere.com

Like us on facebook!
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To VIEW the current Member to Member Discounts:
1. Go to our website www.portagecountybiz.com
2. Click on Member Login in upper right corner
3. Login using your credentials (if you do not know these- please let us know and we can give
them to you)
4. Click on Member to Member Deals
5. Click on each deal for more details
To POST a Member to Member Discount:
1. Go to our website www.portagecountybiz.com
2. Click on Member Login in upper right corner
3. Login using your credentials (if you do not know these- please let us know and we can give
them to you)
4. Click on blue box in upper right titled “Add Member to Member Deal”
5. Fill in all appropriate information
If you have any questions, please contact
Tonya Kowalski at: 715-344-1940 or tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com
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Todd Kuckkahn
Executive Director
tkuckkahn@portagecountybiz..com
Karen Myers
Director of Programs & Events
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com
Kayla Rombalski
Director of Talent Development
talent@portagecountybiz.com
Tonya Kowalski
Director of Business Engagement
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Contact
US!
Portage County Business Council, Inc.
5501 Vern Holmes Drive | Stevens Point, WI 54482
715-344-1940
www.portagecountybiz.com

Tom Corcoran
Director of Heartland Leadership Initiative
tcorcoran@portagecountybiz.com
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Member Relations
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