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we need people

When I was at a recent talent attraction summit, the head of
Bergstrom Motors shared a story of how an employee whose brother
saw the company’s social media posts had decided to apply to work
there and eventually work for Bergstrom.
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spec-taters enjoyed ag tour

A crowd of 65 people attended our annual Ag Tour event on
September 11th sponsored by Okray Family Farms, DelMonte Foods
and the Agri-Business Committee of the Portage County Business
Council.
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»» p.5

2018 Wines of the world

This event will provide an opportunity for guests to network, socialize
and have fun learning about wine. Those in attendance will have a
chance to win fabulous door prizes.

11 PCBC Board encourgaes voting
The success of our business community depends on a strong local
educational system—not only to build a capable workforce from within,
but to attract and retain high-quality talent from outside the area.

13 job fair
We are sold out for vendor booths for the 2018 Portage County
Business Council Job Fair.

15 Legislative forum
»» p.9

»» p.13

The Portage County Business Council’s Government Relations
Committee is holding a Legislative Candidate Forum on Friday,
October 19th at the SentryWorld Atrium.

17 leadership in action
LPC’s September session was all about agriculture. Participants
began their morning at Heartland Farms hearing from Ken Schroeder,
Portage County Agricultural Agent, about central Wisconsin’s
agricultural production.

»» p.17
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Leadership Certificate and Workshop Series
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Attend all six workshops to earn the leadership certificate

Motivation, Impact and Engagement

Your Personal Brand

Explore the intersection of Motivation, Impact and Engagement. We’ll
learn about the things that motivate us as individuals, and explore
ways we can better understand the motivations and internal drivers
of others around us. We’ll also explore ways that we can use this
understanding to increase positive impact and engagement - for
ourselves, and for those around us.

Your identity becomes a personal leadership brand when you use it
to bring value to others’ lives and work (Ulrich & Smallwood, 2008).
In this session, learn why your personal leadership branding matters
and how it can advance your career, forge lucrative connections, and
influence your workplace and community. In collaborative, interactive
exercises, you will identify and cultivate your personal brand and
practice sharing your leadership brand story.

Friday, Oct. 5, 2018 (10 a.m.–4 p.m.)
Presenter: Sarah Young

Managing Disagreements without
Damaging Relationships

Friday, Nov. 16, 2018 (10 a.m.–4 p.m.)
Presenter: Cade Spaulding

Learn strategies and communication skills to move large and small
disagreements in more positive directions. Learn how to recognize
destructive communication habits and neutralize toxic language while
modeling more productive patterns of interaction for higher mutual
gains for all involved.

Leading Across Boundaries

Friday, Dec. 7, 2018 (10 a.m.–4 p.m.)
Presenter: Lyna Matesi

Leaders are increasingly challenged to work with a wide variety of
people from differing positions, backgrounds and locations. Based
on the work of Chris Ernst and Donna Chrobot-Mason, during this
session you will learn how to manage boundaries, forge common
ground and discover new frontiers.

Friday, March 29, 2019 (10 a.m.–4 p.m.)
Presenter: Reed Stratton

Critical Thinking, Problem Solving
and Decision Making

Friday, April 12, 2019 (10 a.m.–4 p.m.)
Presenters: Lyna Matesi and Dona Warren

Become more intentional and confident in your decision making.
Learn how to recognize different kinds of problems and how to apply
a decision-making model to respond to problems effectively. Before
the session, you will be invited to articulate an actual or hypothetical
problem to explore in the workshop.

Data Driven Leadership

Friday, May 3, 2019 (10 a.m.–4 p.m.)
Presenter: Nik Butz

The power of data is easily understood. Armed with data, leaders
make better decisions and organizations function more effectively.
This session covers data driven leadership from a conceptual
standpoint, focusing on how to gather, use, and interpret data rather
than the math behind the statistics. The major goal of this workshop
is to familiarize you with today’s data driven environment so you can
make the best use of the information resources available to them.

REGISTER TODAY!
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www.uwsp.edu/conted/ConfWrkShp
715-346-3838
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WE NEED PEOPLE!

TODD KUCKKAHN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR                                    

When I was at a recent talent attraction
summit, the head of Bergstrom Motors
shared a story of how an employee
whose brother saw the company’s
social media posts had decided to apply
to work there and eventually work for
Bergstrom. The person noticed the fun,
engaging environment. Those are the
kind of tactics we need to bring talent
to our area.

Amherst, Rosholt, Stevens Point, and
the surrounding area. We like to relax,
experience all four seasons outdoors,
be with friends, enjoy fall colors, eat
good food and drink craft beverages,
oh, and yes-- work with talented
people. Let us get to the point, join us
here where you can choose your best
you!

searches on multiple topics.

There are a variety of ways that
businesses or residents can use the
site. The web address or link can be
put in job postings, on business or
personal websites, on businesses
advertising and billboards or residents
and employees can use it on social
media. That’s what Bergstrom Motors
did. We have to brag and spread the
word.

The PCBC communication committee,
Portage County government, Stevens
Point Area Convention and Visitor’s
Bureau and CREATE Portage County
all deserve credit for their special
attention and support of the project. It
was truly a community-wide effort and
we will need the community to continue
promoting the site.

Over two hundred people have
reviewed the site before this launch.
PCBC also hired a local professional
editor. But since everybody isn’t
perfect, we hope people let us know
what changes might need to be made.

I also recently attended the Wisconsin
Chamber of Commerce Executives
conference and the Governor shared
that there are more jobs than people in
Wisconsin. More JOBS than PEOPLE.
The Portage County Business Council
(PCBC) has been listening to you
and clearly understands that talent
attraction is THE number one issue
for our community. As your partner in
economic development, PCBC again
took action.
PCBC is proud to announce that
the everythingpointshere.com talent
attraction website is now live and
available for all of us to brag about
the exceptional quality of life in our
community. Yes, we need to brag about
all the great things here!
In true PCBC fashion, we had a
ribbon-cutting of our own to celebrate
everyone’s work on this. The Board of
Directors, committee members, staff
and general public were in attendance
to share in the exciting official
announcement.
This new website can help answer
questions for potential employees or
current residents related to all we have
to offer. We are attempting to give our
community every advantage in the
talent attraction challenge and this site
can help to share how our economic
vitality interacts with our quality of life.
It is a one-stop shop for those who
want to research our assets.

Angel
Whitehead,
Marketing
Communication Coordinator from the
Business Council said, “It was a labor
of love. Putting the website together
from the ground up with the support
of so many in our community was
further proof of the great partnerships
we have here in such a wonderful
community.” Angel led the effort and
did a tremendous job with all of the
feedback we received and continue to
receive.

According to the website home page,
it came out of a vision that if you know
how to have fun, dream big, and work
hard, make it a point to join us here.
Where is here? We thought you would
never ask! Here consists of Plover,

Everythingpointshere.com has links
to quality of life, fun, bragging rights,
housing, education, and jobs. It is a
simple way to navigate around our
digital community from the comfort of
home without having to do multiple

The committee will be doing a campaign
with advertising on billboards on I-39
and Highway 10 so travelers and
visitors are able to learn more about the
community. PCBC will also be looking
for permanent signs. Digital marketing
is another opportunity to promote our
community as the outreach expands
well beyond Portage County. Finally,
businesses will have the chance to
purchase advertising on the site itself
to promote all they do to make the
Portage County a great place to live.
Let’s ALL get the word out and invite
more talent to our community.
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Annual Ag Tour Event Held
NEWSROOM

                                  

Sponsored By
Ag Tour attendees touring Okray Family Farms and Service
Cold Storage
A crowd of 65 people attended our annual Ag Tour event on
September 11th sponsored by Okray Family Farms, DelMonte
Foods and the Agri-Business Committee of the Portage
County Business Council.
Special thanks to hosts and tour stops of Okray Family Farms
and Service Cold Storage, to our guest speaker Shannon
Ruffalo, Vice President of Plainfield Trucking, and to our lunch
host Wisconsin Public Service.
This event celebrates the agri-business industry in Central
Wisconsin and tours of local agri-businesses are open to
anyone interested in learning more about their great successes.
For more information, please contact Karen Myers at
715-344-1940 or kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.

Thursday, December 13, 2018
11:15AM to 1:00PM
Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center,
1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point
Cost: $27/Members, $33/Prospective Members
Watch for more details to come. For questions contact
Karen Myers at 715-344-1940 or
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.
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Business
after

Hours

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15 - 5:00PM TO 7:00PM
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REGISTER
You are invited to attend our October X-Change...
• Wednesday, October 10, 2018, 7:30am – 8:30am
• Portage County Business Council,
Foundation Conference Room
• While there is no cost to attend, the value of the information
may be priceless
• Continental Breakfast Provided
Topic: “What Smart Employers Need to Know: The Top
Employment Cases of the 2018 Supreme Court Term (And
Other Timely Topics!)”

Hosted by: Velocity Clubhouse, LLC, 5100 Heffron
Street, Stevens Point, WI
Our host for the October event will be offering
complimentary appetizers and refreshments including
both alcoholic and non-alcoholic (wine, beer, soda &
water). Demonstrations of their state-of-the art equipment,
instruction, and facilities as well as tours will be offered.
Several door prizes will be given away and a 50/50 raffle
will be played.
Velocity Clubhouse is a training facility for youth baseball,
softball, volleyball and basketball featuring batting cages,
pitching, a batting simulator, pitching simulator, volleyball
and basketball courts, instruction, and sports performance
training. Come check it out on Monday, October 15th!
What is Business After Hours? A social event designed for
and hosted by Business Council members to give business
professionals an opportunity to network, share ideas, and
have their facility seen by other members. The member
host furnishes refreshments and hors d’oeuvres for the
evening. A different Business Council member hosts
Business After Hours every month.
Members are welcome to co-host the event with another
Business Council member. Please call Karen Myers at
715-344-1940 or email at kmyers@portagecountybiz.com to
book the month you are interested in.

RSVP by Friday, october 12, 2018.
Click Here to register online.
Click Here for map.

About the Program: Join with Attorney
Brian Formella as he facilitates a fastpaced review of the important state and
federal cases from the just-completed
2018 term in topic areas such as disability
discrimination, unemployment benefits,
privacy, and agreements between employer
and employee. The program is designed
with the employer in mind—to reduce and
manage business risk associated with the recent court and
administrative decisions on a national and state level.
About our Speaker:
Brian Formella graduated from Marquette University with
B.A. degrees in English and Economics and from Marquette
University Law School with honors. After graduating, he was a
Law Clerk to Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Louis J. Ceci. His
areas of practice include employment and labor law, municipal
law, environmental law, real estate and general business law.
Brian has a strong legal background in employment, labor and
municipal law. He works with employers to establish sound
employment practices. He is also aggressively defended
employers against discrimination accusations.
What is Business X-Change? A roundtable presentation which
allows business owners and their employees the opportunity to
discuss pertinent topics, learn from local industry leaders and,
most importantly, learn from each other. Business X-Change
meets regularly throughout the year from 7:30 - 8:30am at the
Portage County Business Council office.

Special THANK YOU to Anderson O’Brien for their
sponsorship of this program.

For questions on this X-Change please contact
Karen Myers at 715-344-1940 or kmyers@portagecountybiz.com.
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Governor Walker Awards
$7 Million in Broadband
Expansion                                  
Grants
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Shaun Malak joins
CoVantage Credit Union

NEWSROOM

Governor Scott Walker and the Public
Ser vice Commission (PSC) today
announced $7 million in new Broadband
Expansion Grant Awards. The 37 new
grants will extend high-speed internet
access to as many as 1,100 business
locations and 14,000 residential locations.
The awards announced today are
preliminary. They will be finalized upon
the issuance of the Commission’s written
decision and the expiration of a 10-day
appeal process.

“Because of the truly transformative power
of broadband we are awarding more than
$7 million to extend high-speed internet
in Wisconsin,” said Governor Walker.
“With these grants we are continuing to
build on our investments into broadband
throughout the state to ensure that
Wisconsin families and businesses have
access to technology and information
they need to excel. Broadband access is
revolutionizing education, health care, and
business just like electrical revolutionized
farming for my grandparents.”
Since taking office, Governor Walker
has awarded 138 Broadband Expansion
Grants totaling $20 million. These grants
have been matched with $32 million in
private and local dollars to assist with the
build-out of an effective communication
infrastructure for Wisconsin’s rural

families, small business, the telemedicine
industry, and our tourism industry.
Among the projects approved today
is an extension of fiber optic service to
Washington Island in Door County. Earlier
this year, electric service to Washington
Island was damaged by ice. Washington
Island is planning to replace the damaged
line with a new submarine power line this
fall. The grant project approved today
proposes to place a 24-strand fiberoptic cable within the new power line,
lowering the cost for both the electric and
communications services. As a result of
this grant, the customers on Plum and
Washington Islands will receive essential
electric and broadband infrastructure.
This grant round provides awards to
counties that had not received previously
received a Broadband Expansion Grant.
Counties receiving a grant award for the
first time include Adams, Brown, Calumet,
Green Lake, Lincoln, Outagamie, Racine,
Richland, Saw yer and Waushara
Counties.
Additional projects will continue to build
out broadband service in Bayfield,
Buffalo, Chippewa, Iron, Oneida, Pierce,
Polk, Portage, Price, St. Croix and
Walworth Counties. These are projects
that have been implemented in stages
over several grant rounds to provide a
robust communications infrastructure for
businesses and residents in those areas.
Amherst Telephone Company Towns
of Hull and Dewey Phase III project $314,388. This project will build a fiber
to the premises service to an additional
154 homes and businesses in the Towns
of Dewey and Hull in Portage County.
https://walker.wi.gov/press-releases/
gover nor- walker- awards -7- million broadband-expansion-grants

CoVantage Credit Union is
pleased to announce that
Shaun Malak has joined the
credit union as a commercial
loan officer.
Malak previously worked at BMO
Harris Bank as a Vice President
- Business Banking and brings
22 years of commercial lending
experience to his new role. He
has a Bachelor of Business
Administration degree from
University of Wisconsin Madison. Malak’s knowledge
and experience with start-up
companies to large businesses
will help him provide exceptional
service to organizations of all
sizes who are current/potential
CoVantage business members.
In his new role, Malak will
concentrate in all areas of
commercial and agricultural
lending, including real estate,
equipment, operating, and
line of credit loans. He, along
with the entire CoVantage
commercial lending team,
provide the benefit of local
decisions and competitive loan
pricing to local businesses and
farmers who have specialized
financial needs. Malak will
primarily serve members at
8
CoVantage’s Wausau branch.
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The Portage County Business Council is excited to host the
17th Annual Wines of the World event on Friday, October
26, 2018.

THANK YOU TO ALL SPONSORS TO DATE

PRESENTING WINE SPONSOR:

Join us that evening from 6:00PM – 9:00PM at the Holiday
Inn Hotel & Convention Center. What to expect you ask?
•

Over 100 Wines for Tasting

•

A delicious array of food consisting of appetizer 		
stations, dessert stations, meats, seafood and more

•

Wisconsin artisan cheeses and some imports

•

Various beer bars

•

Bourbon tastings and other spirits

•

Greeted by a glass of Mimosa Cider Boys

•

Live music

•

Door prizes

•

Jewelry raffle

•

Silent auction

All this and more for the cost of $57 for PCBC Members,
$65 for Prospective Members, $70 at the Door. Tickets are
available at the Portage County Business Council office or
Ski’s Meat Market.
This event will provide an opportunity
for guests to network, socialize and
have fun learning about wine. Those
in attendance will have a chance to
win fabulous door prizes including
a Unique Dining Experience for 6
(catered dinner for 6 people in the
privacy of your home with Private Chef
- Scott Rockman, owner of Rockman’s
Catering). One lucky winner will also
go home with this stunning 14K
White Gold Pendant holding 3 Round
Brilliant Diamonds with a 14KT White
Gold Chain valued at $2,500 donated
by9 Lee Ayers Jewelers and masterfully hand-created by
Internationally recognized jewelry designer Thomas Dailing.

FOOD SPONSORS:

EXCLUSIVE SOMMELIER MASTER
MEDIA SPONSOR:

JEWELRY SPONSOR:

BEER SPONSOR:

and
Thomas Dailing Designs
The Business Council is also seeking wine themed products
or services to be auctioned at the Silent Auction during
the event. As a Silent Auction donor, the Business Council
promotes your business and the merchandise and/or
service to over 375 business professionals in attendance.
Your business will also be recognized with a creative display
during the evening, which recognizes your business and
donated item.
To register for the event Click Here.
NEW SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES CLICK HERE
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PRINT SPONSOR:

CENTERPIECE EXCLUSIVE SPONSOR:

HAND CRAFTED SPIRITS SPONSOR:

CHEESE SPONSOR:

Bordeaux Table
Sponsors

Wine Stopper
Sponsor

The Business Council extends
an invitation to an event like no
other. Click Here to register
online.

For more information about the event contact Karen Myers at
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com or 715-344-1940.
Don’t miss this opportunity to take part of an evening of fun,
socializing and education about wine. Proceeds from the event
benefit member programs and new initiatives of the Business
Council.
10

NEW SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

Stevens point area school
district Referendum
                                  
NEWSROOM

TO: Portage County Business Council (PCBC) Members
The success of our business community depends on a strong local educational
system—not only to build a capable workforce from within, but to attract and
retain high-quality talent from outside the area. The Portage County Business
Council Board of Directors encourages you to vote yes on both referendums.
On the November 6th ballot, the Stevens Point Area School District will pose
two referendum questions. If passed, the funding will enable the district to
make critical infrastructure improvements, improve academic services, stay
current with technology demands, properly fund maintenance and remain
competitive with neighboring school systems. PCBC encourages you to vote
on both referendum.
As business leaders, we understand the correlation between education and
talent supply. If our school systems falter, the result will be a devastating blow
to the most vital component of our businesses – our workforce. In today’s
educational climate, with factors such as open enrollment, school choice, and
teacher retention, schools need to mirror some of the practices successful
businesses use to remain competitive. The two referendum need to be
considered separately and they will be found on the back of the ballot.
We encourage you to visit the district’s Forward Together information page,
in which the needs and challenges precipitating this referendum are outlined
in detail. You will also learn how these two referendum can help the district
overcome these challenges, so it can continue providing a high-quality education
to the students within our community and retain our quality teachers and
administrators.
There are important action steps area businesses can take regarding this
referendum:
1. Vote YES on November 6.
2. Provide opportunities for district representatives to offer informational
presentations to your employees during work or non-work hours. These
can be scheduled by contacting the superintendent’s office at 715-345-5444.
3. Allow school representatives to share printed information with your
employees. Again, you may contact the superintendent’s office.
Let’s help move our schools Forward Together.
Thank you for your consideration.
Signed,
Portage County Business Council Board of Directors

FORWARD TOGETHER FLYER
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Mid-State Foundation raises
over $9,000 at first-time
Sand Valley Golf Outing

Golfers in the community
tested their skills on a new
course during the Mid-State
Sand Valley Golf Outing on
September 18. Forty golfers
on eight teams competed for
a good cause on the 17-hole
par-3 Sandbox course, raising
over $9,000 in proceeds to help
fund Foundation scholarships,
grants and emergency funding
for students through the school
year.
Tying for first place in the
competition were the Delta
Dental and WAOW TV 9 teams.
Both shot 43 on the par-51
course, requiring two steps of
Sand Valley’s tie-breaking rules
to determine team WAOW TV
9 the winner. Other winners
at the event included the nine
sponsoring businesses and
11 volunteers who generously
gave of their resources and
time to support students.
Jill Steckbauer, director of MidState’s Foundation & Alumni,
attributed the success of the
event in part to the soughtafter location at Sand Valley.
“Players and volunteers alike
were pleased with the relaxed,
fun, entertaining day for a good
cause, and the views of the
courses were spectacular,” she
said.
For more information about MidState’s Foundation & Alumni
and its efforts to help students
reach their educational goals,
visit www.mstc.edu/foundation.
11

Ambassador sh
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On September 13 Pastor Jane Johnson
welcomed our Ambassadors and PCBC staff
on a tour of the Beloved Community located
at 900 Brilowski Road, Stevens Point. We
welcomed them as a new PCBC member.

On September 14 members of our
Ambassadors Club and PCBC staff attended
the grand opening and ribbon cutting
celebration of the Chemistry Biology Building
at UW-Stevens Point. We also had the
opportunity to tour the beautiful facility.

12

New PCBC member, Highstreet Salon located
at 2964 Church Street celebrated their grand
opening on September 22 and PCBC staff and
Ambassadors were honored to take part in the
ribbon cutting celebration.

On September 26th, PCBC and partners
release a community website called
EverythingPointsHere.com. Board members,
ambassadors, and staff excitedly cut the ribbon
to announce the site be open to the public.
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ON-SITE
APPLICATIONS
AND
INTERVIEWS!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4th
12:00pm – 6:00pm
STEVENS POINT ARMORY

(On the Stevens Point City Transit Bus Line)

3116 Jefferson Street, Stevens Point

To ensure good attendance of job seekers and attract even more talent, the Job Fair is
advertised via: Radio Ads, TV Commercials, Local Billboards, High School and Post-Secondary
Career Centers, Staffing Agencies, Stevens Point City Times, Wisconsin Rapids City Times, Portage
County Gazette, Facebook, Area Yard Signs, and Press Releases.

With Employment Opportunities From:

ABR Employment Services, AIG, Altmann Construction Company Inc. / Associated Builders and
Contractors of Wisconsin, Belmont Finance LLC, Biery Cheese, Biolife Plasma Services, CAP
Services Skills Enhancement Program, CleanPower, Copperleaf Senior Living, Crystal Finishing
Systems Inc., Crystal Fountains Assisted Living LLC, Donaldson Company Inc, DVA- Wisconsin
Veterans Home, Express Employment Professionals, Gamber Johnson LLC, Heartland Hospice,
Herrschners Inc., Innovative Services Inc., K-Tech Building Maintenance, Ki Mobility LLC, Marshfield
Clinic Health System, Marten Machining Inc., Mary Kay Cosmetics, McCain Foods USA, Monogram
Appetizers, NRG Media LLC, Office of Veteran Employment Services, Pointe Precision Inc, Portage
County, Precision Cellular & Sound, Provident Nutraceutrcal a division of Ortho Molecular Products,
Rockman’s Catering, Sam’s Club, Seek Careers & Staffing, Sentry Insurance, SentryWorld, Skyward
Inc, Stevens Point Area Public School District, Walmart, Warehouse Specialists LLC / Fulfillment
Specialists of America, and MORE! (as of 9/20/18)

Thank you to our sponsors:

13
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OCTOBER 17, 2018 TIME: 4:00 - 5:00 PM
LOCATION: PORTAGE COUNTY BUSINESS COUNCIL
REGISTER ONLINE: WWW.PORTAGECOUNTYBIZ.COM
This special program is being offered in selected communities to hear
about this economic development project and outline the very real benefits
it will bring to businesses across the state through the supply chain and
related activities.

Foxc onn has c o mm itted to inv esting 10 billio n
dollars to build a state-o f -the- ar t adv anc ed
manuf acturing c am pus in Wisc o nsin. Ou r
pr esenter , Matt Mo r oney , Dir ec to r o f S trategic
Ec ono m ic Initiatives, WI Departm ent o f
A dministration w ill pr o v ide a br ief o v erv iew o f
the pr o j ec t bac kgr ou nd, timelines f o r
c onstr u ction and public inf rastr u c tu r e
impr ov ements, and info r matio n and reso u r c es
to help interested busi nesses any w her e in
Wisc onsin prepar e fo r the futu r e
o ppo r tunities. The pr esentatio n pr o v ides
exam ples o f the statew ide im pac ts
co mmu nities ar e exper ienc ing as a resu lt o f
this histo ric investm ent in Wisc o nsin, and it
pr ov ides inf o r matio n o n steps to get inv o lv ed
in the pr oj ec t. Or ganizatio ns and individu als
loo king to get inv o lv ed in this histor ic pro j ec t
ar e enco u raged to attend.

Hosted by

FREE EVENT

A bo ut Speaker :
Matt M o r o ney ser v es as the strategic
econo m ic initiativ es dir ec to r at the Wisc o nsin
Depar tm ent of A dministr atio n, w her e he leads
the c o o r dinatio n effo r t betw een f ederal
agenc ies, state agenc ies, and lo c al
CONTACT INFORMATION
c om m u nities r elated to Foxc o nn' s histo r ic
TODD KUCKKAHN
investm ent in the S tate of Wisc onsin.
TKUCKKAHN@PORTAGECOUNTYBIZ.COM
715-344-1940
14

VISIT PORTAGECOUNTYBIZ.COM/EVENTS TO REGISTER
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The Portage County Business Council's Government Relations Committee is holding a Legislative
Candidate Forum on Friday, October 19th at the SentryWorld Atrium. There is plenty to talk about
related to the state budget, talent attraction, Foxconn, supply chain marketplace and many other
business-related topics.

Local Elected Officials
Stevens Point Area Public School
District Board President
Meg Erler
Village of Plover Administrator
Dan Mahoney
City of Stevens Point Mayor
Mike Wiza
Portage County Executive
Chris Holman

Invited to Participate
Wisconsin Assembly District 71
Katrina Shankland
Wisconsin Assembly District 72
Scott Krug and opponent David Gorski
Assembly District 70
Nancy VanderMeer and opponent Cari Fay
U.S. House District 3 (invited)
Ron Kind and opponent Steve Toft

Legislators will answer prepared questions. The order for speaking will be randomly selected at the event.
7:15 am
7:30 am
7:50 am
9:30 am

Registration
Welcome & Breakfast
Forum Begins
Event Concludes

Cost: (Oct. 15 online reservation deadline):
PCBC members: $27 per person
Non-members: $32 per person
MSTC & UWSP Students and Ignite Members are $22.

REGISTER AT WWW.PORTAGECOUNTYBIZ.COM
OR CALL 715-344-1940, info@portagecountybiz.com

15
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EVENTS
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER
STYLE

BUILDING

SPANISH STYLE

EXPOSED BRICK

view details

view details

FIXTURES

FRENCH DOORS
view details

THE
HEAT IS
ON

CHILI COOK-OFF

OCTOBER 19, 2018
6PM - 8:30PM

JORDAN PARK LODGE

16

L EAD ERSH I P
PORTAGE C O UN T Y
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LPC’s September session was
all about agriculture. Participants
began their morning at Heartland
Farms hearing from Ken Schroeder,
Portage
County
Agricultural
Agent, about central Wisconsin’s
agricultural production.
Did you know that 12.5% of the
workforce in Portage County
is employed in agriculture or
agriculture-related jobs?
We continued the day hearing from
our host, Jeremie Pavelski, the
5th generation owner of Heartland
Farms. Jeremie was excited to share

with us the history of Heartland
Farms and the many ways they use
technology and innovation in their
farming operations. A fun fact –
Heartland Farms grows and stores
enough potatoes to fill Lambeau
Field with over 200 ft. of potatoes –
that’s a lot of potato chips!
Following our Heartland Farms tour,
we did a team building activity and
learned about the art of speech
giving from Vicki Carlson, LPC
Alumni and owner of Leadership
Hooligans. We then headed back

2018

to Stevens Point for a tour of
Feltz Family Farms & Dairy Store.
The robotic milking machine was
aggressive, yet fascinating! We
also enjoyed our tractor ride around
the farm and tour.
Our day ended with ice cream – a
perfect end to a great day!
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Ignite is now offering a new STUDENT MEMBERSHIP!
CLICK HERE FOR FULL DETAILS
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CALENDAR

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

03

HEAVY METAL TOUR

01

SBDC CHAMBER EDUCATION SERIES

04

JOB FAIR

07

IGNITE: HATCH FINALE

09

IGNITE: WHAT’S NEXT

12

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

10

BUSINESS X-CHANGE

13

IGNITE: LEADERSHIP ON EDGE

14

BUSINESS X-CHANGE

15

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

15

SALESNET

17

FOXCONN IN WISCONSIN

22-23 PCBC OFFICE CLOSED

18

SALESNET

19

LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATE FORUM

19

IGNITE: THE HEAT IS ON CHILI COOK-OFF

26

WINES OF THE WORLD
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SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

contact us
Portage County Business Council, Inc.
5501 Vern Holmes Drive | Stevens Point, WI 54482
715-344-1940 | www.portagecountybiz.com
Todd Kuckkahn
Executive Director
tkuckkahn@portagecountybiz..com

Kayla Rombalski
Director of Talent Development
talent@portagecountybiz.com

Karen Myers
Director of Programs & Events
kmyers@portagecountybiz.com

Tonya Kowalski
Director of Business Engagement
tkowalski@portagecountybiz.com
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Portage County Business Council
@PoCoBiz
Portage County Business Council

Angel Whitehead
Marketing Communications Coordinator
admin@portagecountybiz.com

