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President’s Message
F

ebruary is the shortest month of the year but
that does not mean it can’t be chocked full of
events and opportunities!
Continuing
education
and
professional
development is an important piece to a fulfilling
and successful career. We are happy to announce
the first installment of the 2018 Lunch & Learn
Series presented by Northwest Specialty Hospital
on Friday, February 2nd – keynote presenter is Dr.
Edwards, Occupational Medicine.
February 15th – Coffee Connections featuring Linda Davis with
Moxie. Linda will be speaking about projecting a professional image.
Coffee Connections is presented by Sweet Water Bakery & DOMA
Coffee.
Tuesday, February 20th our first Connect 4 Lunch in the 2018 schedule
with featured keynote speaker, Dr. Rick MacLennan, President
of North Idaho College. We are honored to have Dr. MacLennan
present to our membership, and look forward to hearing what
exciting opportunities are being offered at North Idaho College. We
are grateful to our lunch host, Community 1st Bank.
March 21st is our Annual Reverse Job Fair presented by the Business
& Education Committee. Last year seniors from Post Falls High School,
New Vision High School and Genesis Preparatory Academy were
awarded $12,000 worth of college scholarships funded by local
businesses.
We couldn’t be more proud of this annual event, hosted, planned
and executed by the Business & Education Committee. Event Chair,
Jessie Morrow, Kootenai County Fire & Rescue is well underway with
planning the event.
We are grateful to the many businesses and leaders that have
participated over the years, and are continually looking for
interviewers, event volunteers and scholarships for the students. Not
only is this a great opportunity for the high school seniors, but also for
the business leaders that participate. It is always encouraging to see
the creativity and talent displayed at this event.
For a full list of opportunities and to register for events, visit our website
www.postfallschamber.com
Pat Riley said it best “Excellence is the gradual result of always striving
to do better.”
On behalf of the Post Falls Chamber of Commerce,
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Jame’ Davis

Tuesday, February 20, 2018
11:30am to 1:00 pm
Our speaker:

Rick MacLennan,
North Idaho College President

Lunch hosted by

To register, please go to postfallschamber.com

We Love our Members!
Welcome to our New Members

Health Within Chiropractor Center
Cody Smith

Stateline Speedway/Auto Source Motors
Luke Kjar and Matt Alexander

Fortress Business
Systems
Ribbon Cutting!

New location
1289 Innovation Way
Post Falls, ID

Thank you to all our Member Renewals for
the month of January!
Joan Genter - Windermere/CdA Realty, Pam and Rich Houser, North Idaho Centennial Trail Foundation, Post Falls
Education Foundation, Best Western Plus Coeur d’Alene Inn and Conference Center, City of Post Falls, Certified
Folder Display Service, Kagey Company, The Breakfast Nook, CenterPlace Regional Event Center,
Northern Idaho Advanced Care Hospital, Rehabilitation Hospital of the Northwest, Body by Scotty

Special Thanks to our Visionary, Corporate and
Executive Members
Visionary Members: Kootenai Health and Columbia Bank

Corporate & Executive Members: Avista ● Body by Scotty ● City of Post Falls ● Greyhound Park
& Event Center ● Northwest Specialty Hospital ● Numerica Credit Union ● Spokane International
Airport STCU ● Post Falls Walmart Stores ● Sysco Spokane ● Timber Gastro Pub ● LaRiviere CNI, Inc.
Mountain West Bank ● Tedder Industries ● P1FCU

Seek Knowledge, Embrace Change
and Take Immediate Action

Kibbee Walton,
Artisan Portrait Studio

directly to me.
•
•
•

On the walls flanking the standing desk in my office, I have curated a montage of
personal development and leadership quotes. Pinned high above one of the monitors,
is a simple piece of paper that stands out amongst the rest. It reads, “Seek knowledge,
embrace change, and take action”.
It was spoken to me at a time I was desperately searching for ways to build my fledgling
portrait studio business. After riding the “new guy” wave of popularity in the senior
portrait market and feeling a sense of accomplishment for surviving the first 2-3 years, I
was afraid. Terrified, actually. I was all-in on this venture and couldn’t afford to lose.
I was looking for help, guidance and a path to build a better business when I met Bill
Sorenson. He’d been in business for decades and made millions in photography and was
a speaker at a lab-sponsored educational event. We met by chance when he stopped to
say hello to the folks I was sitting with and took the empty chair next to me. We connected
on the spot. When he spoke that day, I was front row. It felt as though he was speaking

Train yourself to be in a state of seeking knowledge. Always looking to learn. Ask questions. Listen more
than you talk.
What’s inevitable in this life, is change. Embrace the idea that things can’t be the same they always were.
Progress is a good thing. Adapt.
Learning new things, gaining knowledge is completely worthless until you do something with it. Don’t
wait until it’s perfect, just take action. Just take the first step. And then the next one.

From that day, Bill and I have remained close. Sometimes talking multiple times a week, sometimes just a time or
two a month. He’s been an incredible mentor and friend.
To me, personal development is about becoming the best version of yourself. If you simply work on you, you will
soon find others gathering around you. It is then, that you discover the privilege and responsibility of leadership.
I was lucky enough to have someone come along and teach me that at a critical time in my life and business. I
encourage you all to seek knowledge, embrace change and take action.

AMBASSADOR BUSINESS APPRECIATION
Newby-ginnings of North Idaho, Inc.

570 S. Clearwater Loop, Unit A, Post Falls
(208) 610-6996
Newby-ginnings provides basic necessities and essential household items to Veterans,
Active Military, Gold Star Families and their families, at absolutely no cost. There are no
income eligibility requirements, and you do not have to prove need. All that is needed is
proof of military service, past or present, for yourself or an associated family member.
To date, they have enrolled and assisted 2,126 Veterans, Active Service Members and
Gold Star families from near and far. They average 100-125 visitors to their shop every day
that they are open. They enroll, on average, 10 new clients per week.

Fuki Japanese Steakhouse & Sushi bar

1500 East Seltice Way, Post Falls
(208) 457-7077
Fuki is well known for their creative & delicious selection of Sushi and Teppanaki style
cooking. By using only the freshest foods and ingredients, their chefs strive to create
meals that exude perfection and years of Japanese tradition.
Every aspect of the restaurant has been fine-tuned to provide each customer with superior
service, excellent food and a relaxing environment. Let their talented and entertaining
chefs treat you to a dining experience you won't forget.

2017 Housing Market

Existing-home sales subsided in most of the country
in December, but 2017 as a whole edged up 1.1 percent
and ended up being the best year for sales in 11 years,
according to the National Association of Realtors®. (www.
nar.realtor 1/24/18)
Kootenai County saw a good year in real estate. Homes
in Post Falls (site built under 2 acres) averaged a sales
price up 11% from 2016 sale prices. Listing inventory was
the biggest challenge in 2017. Post Falls, according to the
Cda MLS, sold 3% fewer homes in 2017 than the previous
year. Currently, there are 155 site built homes under 2
acres available in Post Falls compared to 203 in 2017 and
254 in January of 2016. This seems to be in line with the
trending we’re seeing nationwide.
Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, says the housing
market performed remarkably well for the U.S. economy
in 2017, with substantial wealth gains for homeowners
and historically low distressed property sales. “Existing
sales concluded the year on a softer note, but they were
guided higher these last 12 months by a multi-year streak
of exceptional job growth, which ignited buyer demand,”

said Yun. “At the same time,
market conditions were far
from perfect. New listings
struggled to keep up with
what was sold very quickly,
and buying became less
affordable in a large swath
of the country. These two
factors ultimately muted
what should have been a stronger sales pace.” (www.nar.
realtor 1/24/18)
Predictions show strong home sales, housing
construction and modestly higher prices in 2018 thanks
in part to a growing economy. Residents from high tax
states are on the move, and Idaho is one of the popular
destinations. We continue to see very low inventory in
Kootenai County, but plenty of buyers as the interest
rates are still low and should remain low even with some
anticipated rise in rates.
For questions on local real estate, ask an expert, contact a
REALTOR®. Visit us at www.cdarealtors.com

AWARENESS AND POSTURING TO KEEP YOU
& YOUR FAMILY SAFE

It is not always about guns, gadgets, and the things we carry for
protection. I believe it is more about how you carry yourself
and your level of awareness. Can your body language make
you a potential victim? The answer is a resounding YES!

Criminals normally prefer to work during the hours of
diminished light. Statistics indicate the hours between 9 P.M.
and 2 A.M. are the most dangerous to be out and about. Why
is this true? During this time frame there are less people
around to act as witnesses and you are tired from a long day at
work or possibly a late night of socializing. Let’s face it, you are
not only tired, you are vulnerable.
When you’re overly tired you are not as alert as you should be.
When your eyes are tired your vision is somewhat impaired. Is
that a gun, a knife, a cell phone? When tired these types of split
second evaluations become very difficult to make. Finally, when
you’re tired it affects your physical posture. Next time you are
out and about watch the people. Try picking the victims from
the winners. It’s easier than you think. You will see people
walking around that are obviously feeling the affects of a long
day. They will simply appear too tired to defend themselves.
Look also for those who are so oblivious to their surroundings
they are in a daze and unable to spot a potential problem.
Now look for the people you believe to be the least likely to
be attacked in the parking lot. Compare the victims and the
winners to see what you can learn. The winners will jump out
at you. They will be walking tall, standing tall, and will look
other people in the eye. Self confident is how you would

describe them. You do not have to be tall to walk tall or look
like a boxer to exude confidence. If you appear alert, ready
and capable to defend yourself, trouble will look elsewhere.
A recent study by the Department of Justice indicated that
70% of convicted felons indicated they would not have initiated
their attack if their victim would have verbally indicated their
willingness to resist. Raising your level of awareness is the
single most important thing you can do to keep yourself or
your family safe. Beyond any defense tools you can carry, or
techniques you could master, being aware is the first step in
keeping safe.
The late Colonel Cooper of Gunsite Academy established a 4
color code system of awareness.
•
White - Unaware and unprepared.
•
Yellow - Relaxed alert.
•
Orange - Specific alert.
•
Red - Condition Red is fight.
I try to live my life in Condition Yellow. It is really not that
difficult and with a little effort can become very natural. I
have just scratched the surface here. Be Aware of your
surroundings, Walk Tall, Be Confident, and Be Safe…
Ed Santos

“If you could only have 3 possessions
for the rest of your life,
what would they be?”
“My bible, a radio (because music and news are available through it, but it is portable!)
& a never-ending jar of peanut butter! (Is that cheating?)”
-Jessica Bonar, Advanced Benefits
A journal, family photo album and my great grandmother’s quilt.”
-Laurel D. Smith,The Jacklin Arts & Cultural Center
“My golf clubs, My Ski’s, and My beautiful wife!”
-Wes Veach, bankcda
“If I could only have three possessions in life it would be good health, love of
family and a warm shelter.” -Joan Genter, Realtor

Coffee Connections!
Thursday, February 15
8:00am - 9:00am
Post Falls Chamber

Linda Davis with Moxie

“Projecting a professional image”
This program is complimentary to all Post Falls Chamber members

Register at

postfallschamber.com
A special thank you to our Coffee Connections Sponsors
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GALA
2018 RECOGNITION

A benefit for the
Post Falls
Education Foundation

Saturday, March 3, 2018
7-10 pm
The Greyhound Park & Event Center

$45 per person
Over 85 Wineries, Microbreweries and Restaurants
Wine, Microbrew, Hard Ciders, Hot and Cold Appetizers, and Desserts
Silent Auction | Live Entertainment | Wine Tree Raffle | Photo Booth
Tickets include all food, wine, beer, cider and complimentary wine glass or beer stein.
Must be 21 years old to attend

Tickets available online at www.pfefwsd.org
and these Post Falls locations:
Columbia Bank
Mt. West Bank
Yokes
Super 1 Foods
Enoteca Fine Wine & Beer

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS

Post Falls Brewing
Post Falls School Dist. Office
Post Falls Chamber Office
Selkirk Abbey Brewing
Daft Badger Brewing/CDA

For more information, call Val Wilcox at 208-691-4675
www.pfefwsd.org

MEMBER FDIC

BENEFIT FOR THE POST FALLS EDUCATION FOUNDATION, SUPPORTING TEACHERS AND STUDENTS IN THE POST FALLS SCHOOL DISTRICT

Post Falls Chamber
of Commerce

Over 90 businesses & service
groups under one roof!

COMMUNITY
BUSINESS
FAIR

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

WHEN

(for nonmembers)
$325 booth
$350 premiere booth

Wednesday
April 25, 2018
4:00 - 7:00pm
WHERE

Greyhound Park & Event Center

$200 Early Bird
Special!

Register in February
for discount on booth
For information, call 208.773.5016,
gototowww.postfallschamber.com
www.postfallschamber.com or
go
or contact
contact
Jeannette
Jeannetteat
atjeannette@postfallschamber.com
jeannette@postfallschamber.com

BOOTH PRICES
(for members)

$225 booth
$250 premiere booth

AWARDS

BEST BOOTH
MARKETING GURU
MOST CREATIVE
BEST FOOD

Grand Sponsor:

uidaho.edu/cda/outreach/nonprofit

