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GREEN SHOOTS
This is the time of year
that we begin to see
green shoots come from
the ground in our yards
and fields. This is such a
welcome sign, knowing
that something is trying
to grow and flourish. We may not be able to
recognize and identify the species of grass,
weed or plant. Oftentimes the grass or plant
shows itself in places it hasn’t been before. How
and why did it get there? Nature has a way of
replenishing itself by taking advantage of the
opportunities provided utilizing a single shoot
or bud. A complete forest destroyed by fire is
grown again from a small sprout. Every sprout or
green shoot has the potential to live and grow
into a full-grown tree. Collectively, each single
tree joins in with the others to create a majestic
forest.
Our businesses and community are much like a
forest. Many businesses were severely damaged
by the recession of 2008. Business owners,
government officials, and corporate executives
were questioning if the economy could be
rebuilt. After a period of time, anyone who
watches the MSNBC financial network heard the
newscasters and guests talk about looking for
“green shoots.” This was their analogy of looking
for any sign that the economy was beginning to

start its replenishment and growth, similar
to the way nature takes care of rebuilding the
forest.
Over time, shoots did appear, and now we are
experiencing growth in our economy and in our
local businesses. As the economy re-emerges,
opportunity for growth may not manifest itself
as it has in the past. One may have to adapt to
a different format and ways of doing business.
It is never more important to embrace change
than in periods of reemerging opportunity and
potential growth. As is often stated today, we
may have to be able to adapt to a “new norm”
going forward. As business owners, we should
seek and embrace shoots as a potential new
opportunity. Sometimes opportunities must
be sought after; at other times, they must be
created. This means maximizing the utilization
of all available tools and activities.
Do you view the Chamber as a green shoot?
Our Chamber should be recognized as a tool
to uncover new potential opportunities and to
expose your business to the community. Jodi
Prickett (380Guide & 380News) submitted an
article that was in a recent Chamber weekly
email that bears repeating.

A research study conducted by the
Shapiro Group, Inc., concluded that the
impact of a local chamber membership on
small businesses is more powerful than for
large national corporations. The caveat:
(cont’d)
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consumers need to be aware that the
small business is involved with its local
chamber in order for the benefits to
emerge. The survey indicates that
membership in the local chamber is
26% more effective for communicating
to consumers that a business is
reputable. When consumers know
that a small business is a member of
the chamber of commerce, they are
44% more likely to think favorably of
it and 63% more likely to purchase
goods or services from the company
in the future.
The Chamber is focused on looking for
shoots or sprouts as it relates to growth
of membership and the level of services
provided members. As the study suggests,
business owners should also utilize their
business to nurture and grow the Chamber
and our community. Owners should actively
participate in all Chamber activities, host
events and invite and sponsor peers for
membership. The larger the membership
and its collective efforts, each business
grows stronger and is able to provide
more opportunity for everyone.

David Painter
President
Board of Directors

RUSTIC FURNITURE
DEPOT
11901 US Hwy 380
Cross Roads, TX 76227

(Between Denton & McKinney on Hwy 380)

940-440-0455 or Metro 972-292-1344

Community Events
•

March 21 - Chamber Networking
Luncheon, 11:30 am, Prairie House
Restaurant, 10001 Hwy 380 in Cross
Roads. The Luncheon is open to
everyone; tickets are available in
advance on the Chamber website, or
you can get them at the door.

•

March 28 - 4th Wednesday
Networking Breakfast, 7:00 am. Glen
Sanders Insurance Agency, 8000 Hwy
380 #500 in Cross Roads.

•

June 11 - Annual Golf Tournament Watch the newsletter and the weekly
eNews for more details!

Do you have an event, announcement,
or celebration that you‘d like to see
included in the Chamber newsletter?
Want to get the word out to our members?
Please send it to Leah at newsletter@
aubreycoc.org by the 1st of the month.

TIMMONS LAW OFFICE
401 S. Main
Aubrey, Texas
940-365-1673
www.timmonslawoffice.com
Wills & Trusts
Real Estate
Probate
Oil & Gas
Guardianships

Member Profile

Helping Your Fellow Members Get to Know You
Name: Dr. James Grogan
Business: Little Elm Dental Care, 800 W
Eldorado Pkwy #124, Little Elm, 75068
Birth Date, City and State: Sept. 30, 1938,
Atlanta, Texas
Family: Widowed. son, James III, a lawyer
in New York; daughter Dawn, a homemaker
in Carrollton; 7 grandchildren

The last book I read
was: Revised and
updated version of
The Only Investment
Guide You’ll Ever
Need by Andrew
Tobias.
I wish I knew how
to: Fly

Community
Activities:
Lion’s
Club,
American Legion, Chamber of Commerce,
Crossridge Church

My guilty pleasure is: Buttermilk Chess
Pie

The one thing I enjoy most about my work
is: Helping people

I’m happiest when: I am at my work

My Business Philosophy is: Do to others as
you want others to do to you

No one knows I: Used to play polo

I regret: Nothing

My Dream Job: Dentist

If I won the lottery, here is what I’d do:
Sit down and devise a plan on how to
enjoy it

The 4 guests at my fantasy dinner party
would be: Marco Polo, Vasco Da Gama,
Christopher Columbus, Daniel Boone

If I could change one thing about the
Aubrey 380 Area, it would be: To attract
more homebuilding

My hobbies are: Weight lifting, Wall Street,
dancing, reading, Facebook

I feel the Aubrey Area Chamber of
Commerce is important because: We
encourage each other

When I retire I plan to: Travel to Eastern
Europe and to Japan

Presbyterian Hospital
DENTON

David Layton

Insurance . Financial . Retirement
www.palettefinancial.com

David E. Painter
909 Garnet Cove
Oak Point, TX 75068

Phone: 940-898-7297 Fax: 940-898-7071
3000 N. I-35 Denton TX 76201

Phone: (214) 912-6261
dpainter@palettefinancial.com

Financial Consultant, Securities and Advisory Services offered through Ameritas
Investment Corp. (AIC). Member FINRA/SIPC. AIC and Palette Financial
Group are not affiliated. Securities email: dpainter@aicinvest.com.

Notes from the Luncheon
The February Networking Luncheon was
held on February 15 at the Prairie House
Restaurant. In addition to the great food,
the attendees were treated to a timely and
informative presentation by Anita Jean of
Financial Fitness. Anita gave the group a
Financial Fitness Tax Quiz, and several folks
were surprised at how well (or not) they
answered the questions!
Anita also presented helpful “12 x12 Tax
Resolutions” for 2012:
1. Consult my tax/financial professional
before I make major financial business or
life changes.
2. Review my business checklist and update
my licenses, tax registrations, and
suppliers.

on time. Don’t face penalties for errors or
omissions.
7. Don’t do silly things to avoid taxes.
8. Review my business results each quarter
in order to fine-tune my tax plan and my
business plan.
9. Hire employees or freelancers to do the
things I hate to do.
10. Communicate with my elected officials to
let them know what I want in a tax code
(simple, fair).
11. Schedule time for myself.
12. Succeed beyond my wildest dreams!

3. Formulate a business plan for 2012.
4. Keep accurate, complete records.
5. Map out a tax plan for 2012 to take best
advantage of tax credits and deductions
and to understand what I am doing/not
doing properly.
6. Ensure I am paying only my legal fair
share of taxes. Make payments and file

The Luncheon crowd listens intently to Anita’s
presentation.

Anita Jean of Financial FItness

Chamber President David Painter presents
Anita with a plaque in honor of the recent
ribbon cutting at her new location of
Financial Fitness.

Chamber Networking Luncheon

March 21st at 11:30 am - Prairie House Restaurant
10001 Hwy. 380 Cross Roads, TX 76227 940.440.9760 www.PHTexas.com
Held on the 3rd Wednesday of every
month at the Prairie House on Hwy 380 in
Cross Roads, our Networking Luncheon is
open to Chamber members as well as nonmembers. We feature a variety of speakers
and presenters whose subjects relate to
business as well as personal interests.
Our speaker this month will be Dan
Leal, executive director of the Children’s
Advocacy Center for Denton County.
The CACDC is a non-profit agency that
works with law enforcement, the District
Attorney’s Office, Child Protective
Services, and medical professionals on the
investigation and prosecution of severe
child abuse cases in Denton County.
CACDC also provides free counseling
services to the children and to their nonoffending family members including
individual counseling, group counseling,
and play therapy.
Luncheon tickets are $12 per person.
You can buy your ticket in advance on our

website, www.aubreycoc.org, on the “Join
Now” page, or by calling the Chamber
office. Tickets are also available at the
door.
Would you like to be featured at
our luncheon with your own talk or
presentation? Or do you know someone
else willing and eager? Contact the
Chamber office at 940-365-9781, or send
an e-mail to chamber@aubreycoc.org.
Want an easy way to market your
business? Become a sponsor for this
month’s Luncheon! Your pre-paid $100
sponsorship, which includes one lunch, will
allow you to spotlight your business with a
3-minute talk and pass out your marketing
materials to every table. The Chamber
will also be advertising your business in
our weekly emails. Contact the Chamber
office if you are interested. Sponsorship
slots are also available for the April and
May Luncheons.

Welcome to our
New Members...
SERVPRO® of Prosper/Little Elm
(972) 668-3117
P.O. Box 1479
Little Elm, TX 75068
servpro9680@verizon.net
Workforce Solutions Center Denton
(940) 382-6712
1300 Teasley Ln
Denton, TX 76205
http://dfwjobs.com

...and Thank You to our
Renewing Members!
Arrow Pest Control
Aubrey Brick & Claystone (Silver)
Circle Y Ranch
Mandolynn Hill Farm
North Star Bank
Oak Grove UMC
Slay Memorial Funeral Center
Texas-New Mexico Power Co. (Gold)
Town of Cross Roads
Woodlands Eyecare (Gold)

Why Join?
A research study conducted by the Shapiro
Group concluded that the impact of a local
Chamber membership on small businesses
is more powerful than for large, national
corporations. The caveat: consumers need
to be aware that the small business is
involved with its local Chamber in order for
the benefits to emerge.
The survey indicates that membership in
the local Chamber is 26% more effective
for communicating to consumers that a
business is reputable. When consumers
know that a small business is a member of
the Chamber of Commerce, they are 44%
more likely to think favorably of it and 63%
more likely to purchase goods or services
from the company in the future.

Thanks to Jodie Linton-Prickett for
providing this information.

Aubrey Chamber Of Commerce Sponsors
GOLD
380Guide/380News
Atmos Energy
Denton Record-Chronicle
First Choice Power
First Security Bank
First Texoma National Bank

Point Bank
Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital
Texas New Mexico Power Co.
TIMMONS LAW OFFICE
Woodlands Eyecare

SILVER

Aubrey Brick and Claystone Co.
Aubrey Chiropractic
Aubrey Pharmacy
DATCU
Denton Lifestyles
Good LIfe Concepts
Lone Star Ag Credit

Metroplex Surveying, Inc.
Palette Financial Group
Raphael’s Restaurante Mexicano
Rustic Furniture Depot
Snyder Custom Homes
Speed of Light Broadband

Thank You - Your Support Helps Us Grow!

Attention
New Businesses!

TM

26791 Highway 380
Aubrey, TX 76227
972.347.2525
emerus.com

Follow Us

If your business is new, relocated,
newly recognized, or you just want to
attract attention to your business, you
can host a ribbon cutting! We will provide
the advertising and the people, and you
provide the location. We will also provide
you with a plaque and recognize you at
the next luncheon and on the website.
Contact the Chamber office at
940-365-9781 or send us an e-mail at
chamber@aubreycoc.org to schedule
your ribbon cutting... and celebrate your
business!

Spring Tree photo by Flickr user davedehetre- http://www.flickr.com/photos/davedehetre/5711806750

Catering from Raphael’s...
You can’t lose with fajitas!

Yummy margaritas from
Got Fired BBQ and Crystal Computer

Plenty of action at the slot machines

Chip Girl Margaret Hines and
brightly-attired emcee Frank Timmons

It’s not a casino without Texas Hold ‘Em...

... or folks cheering for 21 at blackjack!

Rollin’, rollin’, rollin, keep those dice a’ rollin’...

Chamber Pres. David Painter spots a bidder
for the leather office chair. Going once...

Round and round, red or black?

Judy Higgs with Dr. Jay Whetsell,
winner of the $500 Shot Glass Drawing.

Poker winners Cody Godbey (1st), Rodney
Cagle (2nd), and Eric Miller (3rd)

Rick & Kathy Ramsey - Thanks, Kathy, for the
use of the Library Community Center!

CASINO SPONSORS

AUCTION DONORS

King of Diamonds

We would also like to thank these
businesses for their contributions to the
auction.

Emerus Emergency Hospital
Speed of Light Broadband
Suddenlink Communications

Queen of Hearts
Fallon for Texas

Jack of Clubs
Aubrey Chiropractic
Aubrey Pharmacy
Essential Wellness
Financial Fitness
Metroplex Surveying
RE/MAX First Realty III
Snyder Custom Homes
Springhill Medical & Aesthetics

Chamber Gold Sponsors
380 Guide/380 News
Atmos Energy
Denton Record/Chronicle
First Choice Power
First Security Bank
First Texoma National Bank
Point Bank
T. H. Presbyterian Hospital of Denton
Texas-New Mexico Power Co.
TIMMONS LAW OFFICE
Woodlands Eyecare
A big Thank You to these
businesses for helping to support
this wonderful and fun event, and
Thank You to the volunteers and
attendees!

Billy Bob’s Texas
Fort Worth Modern Art Museum
Fort Worth Zoo
Texas Rangers Baseball
Texas Motor Speedway
Granulawn
Subway
Frisco RoughRiders
Omni Theatre
FC Dallas
“Texas” Restaurant
Paul Keithley, Artist
Rustic Furniture Gallery
Nasher Sculpture Center
Dallas Museum of Art
Point Bank
Dallas Arboretum
Springhill Medical
Carol Henry, Artist
Brad’s Automotive
Aubrey Automotive
Watt Wealth Management Group of Wells
Fargo Advisers
Congressman Michael Burgess
Senator Jane Nelson
Attitudes Salon
Jo Rankin, Country Chiropractic
Dennard’s
Mike Lambert, Point Bank
Ruth Carter, Artist
The Vineyard Liquor Store
Essential Wellness
Aubrey Chiropractic
Blue Moon Sportswear
Betty’s Cafe
Backyard Concepts
DATCU

(cont’d)

AUCTION DONORS
D & L Farm & Home
Crystal Computer Consultants/Got Fired BBQ
RE/MAX First Realty III
Sanders Insurance Agency
Woodlands Eyecare
Total Eyecare & Eyewear Gallery
Anytime Fitness
Aubrey Pharmacy
First Security Bank
Kwik Kar Center
Laguna Madre Traders
Sendera Title
Southern Star Designs/Southern Star Services
Subway Sandwich Shop
thirty-one/Tammy Burr
TIMMONS LAW OFFICE
Wayne’s Carpet Cleaning

Steve & Krys Murray
101 Elm St.
Aubrey, TX 76227
(940) 202-4940
lucysmomsonmain@yahoo.com

900 N. Pottershop, Suite 100
Cross Roads, Texas 76227
Metro: (940) 440-9704
(800) 447-8766
Fax: (940) 440-9700

Wesley H. Moore
Securities offered through WFG Investments, Inc., member FINRA & SIPC

Attending a
Chamber Mixer?
@mywebsite.com

972-555-4321

So, you saw in the Monthly Newsletter or
weekly eNews that there is an upcoming mixer.
Here are some suggestions to make the most
of this valuable networking opportunity:
Ignore your friends! Does this sound cruel?
The point is, most of us feel more comfortable
with people we already know, so we tend to
hide out in small conversational circles with
them. The purpose of a networking mixer
is to meet new people, make new contacts,
and promote your business. So move it…and
MIX!
Bring an adequate supply of business cards.
Don’t be shy about offering your business card

HAVE 401(k) QUESTIONS? LET'S TALK.
Adam Friday, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

5315 S Hwy 377
Aubrey, TX 76227
940-365-0030

www.edwardjones.com

Member CIPF

to a new acquaintance—and asking for his or
her card in return. That’s why you are here!
Develop a positive introduction. Your first
words could be “Hi! I’m the most successful
appliance dealer in Denton County!”... that
is, if you want to turn prospects off. A better
approach might be “Hi! I sell Maytags and
Whirlpools. What do you do?”
Keep current with what’s happening in local
business. You can “mingle” more effectively
if you’re in tune with the local business scene.
The best way to do that is to study the Chamber
newsletter and eNews, and stay active in
Chamber events and committees.
Make your key needs known to your
contacts. If you’re looking for upper income
people with money to spend on stock
investments, let that fact be known. In order to
refer business your way, people need to know
exactly what you want.
Recognize that networking is a two-way
street! As you mingle, think about what you
can offer the people you meet. Give them
a sales referral, a key contact or some other
information specific to their business.
Follow up on good prospects. Your personal
note a few days after the mixer can go a long
way toward reinforcing the positive impression
you made: “Enjoyed talking with you Friday
night at the Chamber mixer. Drop in to see me
the next time you’re in my area!”

For more information on Chamber mixers,
contact Donna Sims at 940-365-9781 or
chamber@aubreycoc.org.

Have you Misclassified Employees as Independent Contractors?
This subject was addressed during the February
15th luncheon discussion and is probably one of
the most prevalent and troublesome situations
for small businesses.

and does not bind state departments of revenue,
state workforce agencies, or the US Department
of Labor. Interestingly, though, the VCSP project
office does not share information with states or
with Department of Labor. Even if IRS does not
accept the application, the application itself is not
disclosed.

IRS announced in the fall of 2011 a new program,
the Voluntary Classification Settlement Program
(VCSP), which is intended to enable employers
to resolve past worker classification issues and
I strongly urge you to review your employee and
achieve certainty (at a low cost) under the tax law independent contractor situations with your tax
by reclassifying their workers.
professional to see if you are in compliance.
According to an IRS press release, the VCSP
allows “eligible employers [to] obtain substantial
relief from federal payroll taxes they may have
owed for the past, if they prospectively treat
workers as employees.”

Anita Jean, EA
Financial Fitness

380News

In order to be eligible, an applicant must:
•
•

Consistently have treated the workers as nonemployees
Have filed all required Forms 1099 for the
workers for the previous three years;

•

Not be currently under IRS audit; and,

•

Not be currently under audit by the Department
of Labor or a state agency concerning the
classification of these workers.

Employers who are interested in the program
must file Form 8952 (Application for Voluntary
Classification Settlement Program)-a surprisingly
short and straightforward form-at least 60 days
before they want to begin treating workers as
employees.
Employers accepted into the program will pay
an amount effectively equaling just over one
percent of the wages paid for the past year to the
reclassified workers. No penalties or interest will
be due, and the employers will not be audited
on payroll taxes related to these workers for prior
years. Participating employers will, for the first
three years under the program, be subject to a
special six-year statute of limitations, rather than
the usual three years applying to payroll taxes.
This program is only for federal employment tax

Your Guide To Life

Your Local News Source

JODIE LINTON-PRICKETT Publisher
972.658.2033 | info@380guide.com
P. O . B O X 3 9 9 | A U B R E Y, T E X A S 7 6 2 2 7
380GUIDE.COM | 380NEWS.COM

2012 Board of Directors
David Painter, President
Palette Financial Group

Deborah Goin
Jackie’s Hardware

Ken McNabb
Raphael’s Mexican Restaurant

Jodie Prickett, Vice President
380Guide/380News

Andrea Timmons
TIMMONS LAW OFFICE

Kevin Hogan
Crystal Computer Consultants

Judy Higgs, Secretary
Point Bank

Jim Bruner
RE/MAX First Realty III

Margaret Hines
Springhill Medical & Aesthetics

Don Richmond, Treasurer
DATCU

Carol Henry
Mortgage Headquarters

Jon,
Again, I hope you can read this clearly. My scanner
is acting up.
Pat's business cards
Front- "Pat Fallon" logo with Republican for State
Rep & disclaimer down the right side
Back-the same as old cards, but with "Newly
created District" instead of "district 106"

This
Month’s

Nicole's cards
front- same on all
back- bottom left-Nicole K. Clark/ middle (above
web address) "Manager of Constituent Relations/
bottom right-"cell- (469)734-7035

Pol Adv Pd for by Fallon for Texas, Nancy Dillard Treas.

Aubrey • Celina • Cross Roads • Frisco • Hackberry • Hebron • Krugerville
Lakewood Village • Lincoln Park • Little Elm • Oak Point • Paloma Creek
Pilot Point • Plano • Prosper • Providence • Sanger • Savannah • The Colony

District 106

FOR

STATE REP

office-(469)200-5216"

Terri's cards

front-same on all
Arrow Pest Control
Get
a complete
back-bottomleftTerri A. Stanford/
middle (above
web address)"Manager of Administration"/ bottom
right-"cell(937)474-1610
pest treatment - interior and exterior,
office-(469)200-5216
for only $99.95!
This includes baiting
for rodents. Edwin's cards
front- same on all
back-bottom left- Edwin L. Griffin, Jr./ middle
(above web address)"Campaign Manager"/ bottom

Kwik Kar at Paloma Creek - 3 Deals!
- $3 off any standard oil change service
- $5 off Pure Green, eco-friendly, rerefined oil changes
- 10% off any mechanical repairs
- all Kwik Kar offers expire March 17th
Signs by Design - Get black & white
copies for $0.05 each when you
mention this hot deal!
Check our website for more details:
http://chamber.aubreycoc.org/hotdeals/

www.FallonForTexas.com
(214) 507-4861
Pat@FallonForTexas.com

Facebook/FallonForTexas
Twitter.com/FallonForTexas

Bill Snyder
Master Builder

Ph 940 440-9731
Fx 940 440-9620
Cell 214 837-2345

8300 Hwy 380
Crossroads, TX 76227
Denton County

BillSnyder@SnyderCustomHomes.com
www.SnyderCustomHomes.com

&

LITTLE ELM DENTAL CARE
We Ensure Quality and Comfort

Dr. James Grogan, DDS
972-292-3820
800 W Eldorado Pkwy
Ste. 124
Little Elm, TX 76058

ledental@sbcglobal.net

