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CHAMBER NEWS

This new decade fills me with excitement!
I am eager to lead The Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce and Blue Mountain
Action Council as we join our community
in continuing to celebrate the Walla Walla
Valley with vitality, support for our neighbors, and positive, prudent growth. Census
2020 is April 1st so join the countywide
effort any way you can ~ Walla Walla County
COUNTS!
I’m reminded daily of what these two organizations share. We are dually committed
to offering opportunities for families and
businesses to achieve greater strength. We
continually work to replace economic struggle with economic vigor and we collaborate
in leveraging community support, service
and volunteerism.
Our Blue Mountain Action Council dreams
of “first-time home ownership” will come
true in early spring when our 42 Community Service and Administrative Staff moves
downtown to our renovated offices, centrally located and more accessible to clients,
constituents and colleagues, with shareable
spaces. Our new home is the result of “transformational funding,” invested by trusts,
foundations, non-profits organizations, businesses, government, and individuals, truly a
collective effort! Several small, non-renovation projects that will enhance state-of-the
art communication and technology remain
to be funded.
The following “pillars” vitalize and underpin
successful communities like ours. Each is
paralleled on some way by Blue Mountain

Action Council (BMAC) and the Chamber
of Commerce and is integral to each one’s
mission:
•Strong employment ~ the Chamber’s small
business, economic, and workforce development efforts complement BMAC’s job
training programs for adults and youth, including new funding to engage for-profit and
non-profit employers to host trainees up to
age 24 with subsidized wages;
•Food instability ~ BMAC’s Food Bank,
located on the outskirts of downtown, distributed 1,783,490 meals last year. So many
of these meals were generated through the
efforts of Chamber members. Several campaigns and events raised funds and food for
thousands of families; and
•Affordable housing/homelessness ~ we are
all in the business of strengthening Walla
Walla, College Place and the surrounding
area. Quality education, extraordinary recreation and employment opportunities encourage healthy development and are well
supported by The Chamber but are simply
not enough to stem the challenges of housing
instability and homelessness. Homelessness is
addressed through community collaboration
led by BMAC that includes a single-entry,
multi-agency homeless intervention, support and counseling effort and other BMAC
projects such as - Safe, affordable housing
for homeless families (218 households in
2019), Veterans Housing/Support Services
(255 families on 2019), and
•Affordable rental housing for seniors and
the disabled (21 groups, 178 individuals in
2019).

Let’s step into 2020 together by:
• Continuing our collective commitment
to the vitality of the Valley;
• Focusing on including ALL of our neighbors equitably in the progress and success
of our communities;
• Supporting CENSUS 2020!
Kathy Covey
Chamber Board Chair
CEO, Blue Mountain Action Council
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WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY » Committed to reducing college costs and student debt.

Save
ANDRave

Earn
ANDLearn

Employers »

« Students

Hire a Walla Walla University
student and you both win.
Hiring a Walla Walla University student while they’re still in school can be a win for you and
for them. Not only can you add a promising part-time employee to your team, but Washington
State reimburses eligible employers up to 70% of Work-Study student wages.
It’s an easy way to tap into a smart workforce at affordable rates—while helping a student gain
on-the-job training and earn money to reduce their school loans.
TALK TO US »
(509) 527-2357

EMAIL US »
stuemp@wallawalla.edu

Copyright © 2019 CMBell • WWU-6626

POST JOBS FOR FREE »
wallawalla.edu/postajob
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MEMBERS’

NEWSFLASH
WALLA WALLA BREWFEST-FEB 8

We are excited to announce that Walla Walla is having a BrewFest! If you love beer or cider, this is
the event for you!! Join us Saturday, February 8, 2020, for the Walla Walla BrewFest.
The Walla Walla BrewFest is a unique event where attendees will enjoy samples from 25 craft breweries
that will be hosted by 15 downtown businesses and restaurants. This event is a great opportunity for
breweries to showcase their best brews.Mark your calendars, gather your friends and come join us!
But remember....dress warm. Tickets go on sale December 6, 2019, at https://www.downtownwallawalla.com/brew-fest.

HARPER JOY THEATRE PRESENTS: ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL-FEB 13

Written, directed, produced, and acted by Whitman Students. “ Students from across the campus are
invited to submit original scripts to this contest created and endowed by Physics Professor Emeritus,
Craig Gunsul. Three plays are selected by a jury consisting of students, faculty, and members of the
Whitman community. The plays are entirely produced by student actors, designers, directors, stage
managers, and technicians. Audience is invited to vote on which play wins first, second, and third
place, each receiving a cash award.” Visit http://whitman.edu/hjt for more info.

MUSEUM AFTER HOURS: THE BAUER SISTERS: FROM WALLA WALLA
TO CAREERS IN NYC-FEB 27

Speaker: Susan Pickett, Catharine Chism Professor of Music, Emerita, Whitman College Fort Walla
Walla Museum is celebrating the history of music in the region in a special exhibit to open this month.
During this presentation, speaker Susan Pickett, violinist, musicologist, and Whitman College Professor
Emerita, will be speaking about Emilie and Marion Bauer, Walla Walla natives who would go on to
have influential music careers in New York City. The Bauer family had a prominent presence in Walla
Walla. The eldest child, Emilie Frances, may have been the first Jewish child born here in 1865. Marion
Eugenie, the seventh and last child of the Bauer family, was born here in 1882. Emilie Frances, who
was initially a music critic for the Oregonian, moved to NYC around the turn of the century. She
was the first American critic to whom Claude Debussy allowed an interview. Marion Eugenie soon
joined her sister in NYC, studying music composition. During her lifetime, Marion composed over
160 works, including a symphonic poem that was performed by the New York Philharmonic in 1947.
Marion died in 1955, the last of the direct Bauer line. Like so many women who were recognized
for their talents during their lifetimes, both sisters disappeared from the annals of music history until
Susan Pickett’s curiosity led her to rediscover the careers, writings, and music of these two remarkable
women. Talk begins at 4 pm. Visit http://fwwm.org/museum-after-hours for more info.
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You’re Invited!
Business After Hours
Come out and see what Williams Team Homes is all about while
enjoying great food, beverages, music trivia and prizes!
We would LOVE to see you there!

Tuesday, February 11th ~ 5:30 - 7:00 ~ 126 E Alder St, Walla Walla
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FEB EVENTS

Check online for updates & to register for events

11
27

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS @ Williams Team Homes - 5:30 p.m.
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE CONFERENCE CALL @ Chamber Office

MARCH EVENTS
Check online for updates & to register for events

10
19

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS @ L’Ecole -5:30 p.m.
RIBBON CUTTING @ Shift Boutique -5:30 p.m.
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THE PEOPLE

BEHIND THE SCENES
CHAMBER BOARD MEMBERS
Kathy Covey-Board Chair
Blue Mountain Action Council

Adam Keatts-Vice Chair
Banner Bank

Sally Dixon Harmon-Past Chair
Retired from WWVC

Rob Blethen - Immediate Past Chair
Baker Boyer

Breanna Maiuri
Dunham Cellars

Kari Isaacson
Blue Mountain Community Foundation

David Elmenhurst - Treasurer
CliftonLarsonAllen

Toby Salazar
T-Barbershop

Derek Brandes
Walla Walla Community College

Kyle Tarbet - Secretary
Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce

Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery

Shannon Bergevin-Interim
Express Employment Professionals
Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

Roger Esparza
Williams Team Homes
Bill Clemens
Pacific Power

Brenda Williams
Williams Team Homes
Kim Rolfe
Whitman College

VISIONARY MEMBERS
Baker Boyer
Banner Bank
Elkhorn Media Group

Columbia REA
KUJ
Pacific Power

PocketiNet
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Wine Valley Golf Club
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