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We can help your dreams take flight
Baker Boyer Business Advisors can create a financial solution to
help your business grow.
Business Loans

Asset Management

Cash Management

Estate Planning

Succession Planning

...and much more!

Call Today for an Appointment

MARK H. KAJITA
President & CEO
Baker Boyer Bank

Welcome to Baker Boyer,
We are so pleased to host the Chamber of Commerce and the 2019 Business Awards Showcase.
2019 is the 150th Anniversary of Baker Boyer’s dedication to our community and the vibrant
businesses that are the cornerstone of our economy and prosperity.
It is because of you and your dedication to the future of our valley that we at Baker Boyer have the
honor of advising and guiding the path of thousands of businesses and individuals towards their
future. This great and symbiotic relationship has benefited everyone for 15 decades.
Rest assured, Baker Boyer intends to be around supporting this community for at least another 100
years. I often say, “When you have been around for 150 years and you plan on being around for
another 100, when you are talking about a quarter of a millennia, the impossible is possible, you just
have to plan for it.” So, I want to thank you. Thank you for being a part of our journey, and allowing
us to be part of yours.
Congratulations to all the nominees—you are truly the apex of your categories.

KYLE TARBET
President & CEO
Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce
It can be easy to overlook our achievements and jump to the next project upon completion of our
goals. Excellence, whether on a large or small scale, merits celebration. Each year, The Walla Walla
Valley Chamber of Commerce recognizes our members who reach their goals, achieve important
milestones and strive for excellence. The Business Awards Showcase is an opportunity for us to
highlight a few of the amazing businesses, non-profit organizations and individuals who make doing
business and living in the Walla Walla Valley an incredible experience. A perfect example is Baker
Boyer Bank, our title sponsor and host of the event. This year marks 150 years of the bank’s service to
the Pacific Northwest. Their longevity is a testament of devotion to their customers and the community as a whole.
Thank you to the many sponsors of this event who provide us with the opportunity to highlight the
nominees and recognize our winners; Baker Boyer, Columbia REA, Port of Walla Walla, Hayden
Homes, City of Walla Walla, Academy Mortgage, PocketiNet, Key Technology and Reininger Winery.
Congratulations to the 2019 nominees of the Business Awards Showcase. Your leadership, dedication
and innovation lead the way and set a high standard for our community.
It is with pride that we bring you the winners and nominees of the 2019 Business Awards Showcase.

AGRIBUSINESS

Building hope and homes in
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho

PRESENTED BY

The Agribusiness of the
Year Award recognizes a
person, business or
organization that has

Hayden’s mother, Virginia, did more
than help found our company: she found
the spirit of generosity in everyone she met.
She knew a shoulder to lean on was stronger than
any 2x4. And that leading by example was the
greatest gift of all. For 30 years, we’ve partnered with
nonprofits, provided the dream of homeownership
to deserving families, and empowered every team
member to be the next generation of givers.
We call it GIVE AS YOU GO. It turns out Virginia
was right. The more we give, the more grateful we are.

been instrumental to the
success and excellence of
agriculture in the Walla
Walla Valley, either as a
farmer or in an
agriculturally related field.

N E W H O M E S F R O M T H E $ 3 0 0s
H AY D E N - H O M E S . C O M
WA CCB HAYDEHL937BH

Give As You Go

WINNER

Cordoba Technologies
Cordoba Technologies invented a way to convert
traditional center pivots into robotic machines. This
allows farmers to greatly reduce chemical use and
remove themselves f rom exposure during the
application process. The highly innovative application
process allowed Cordoba to receive a US Patent in 2017.
Their product is called Hummingbird.TM Engineers
characterize Hummingbird as “enabling technology”.
Cordoba’s co-founding partners are Philip Reh f rom
Walla Walla and Santiago Prandi who is based in
Cordoba, Argentina. Cordoba made Walla Walla its USA
headquarters because of its strategic location to
customers and suppliers.
Cordoba Technology plans to set up manufacturing and
technical support operations in Walla Walla in 2019.
Future growth will involve several Strategic Partnerships
with multinational agribusiness companies, to expand
the use of Hummingbird technology.

cordobatechnologies.us

509.381.6535

BUSINESS
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PRESENTED BY

We proudly congratulate
all of the 2019 Chamber
Business Award Showcase
winners!
We are

More Powerful Together

This Business of the Year
Award recognizes a
company in business
(existing for more than 3
years) that shares a
commitment to
professional excellence,

2929 Melrose Street, Walla Walla, WA 99362 | www.columbiarea.coop

business growth and the
community.

WINNER

L&G Ranch Supply

NOMINEES

L&G Ranch Supply True Value has been a part of the Walla
Walla Community for 50 years. Since the beginning when the
store opened in 1969, L&G has been committed to the Walla
Walla community and has many years of community
involvement and service.

Robert Smith started Rack & Maintenance Source,
LLC in 2000 out of his home. It began as a small
company with one other person. Things have
grown tremendously. They now offer an expanded
selection of products & services.

rackandmaintenance.com

Perhaps the most valuable contribution to the community
that L&G has served is to the numerous customers who have
been receiving the customer service that L&G is known for.
You can read the comments on their website which support
this: “great place to shop.” They have a loyal customer base.
L&G True Value is here for the community of Walla Walla and
has updated and expanded it’s inventory to continue to
provide and deliver the customer service that this community

marcuswhitmanhotel.com

has come to know.
2930 East Isaacs

A treasured landmark rising above downtown Walla
Walla, the Marcus Whitman pairs its enviable
historic pedigree with an unflinching commitment
to modern-day luxury and exceptional service.

509.525.3730

Visit Sportsman’s Warehouse in Walla Walla for
Outdoor Sports Gear: Hunting, fishing, camping,
recreational shooting at competitive prices. They have
been a driving force in the community meeting the
needs of our citizens and surroundings.

www.sportsmans.com

DUANE WOLLMUTH
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The Duane Wollmuth
Catalyst Award recognizes
an individual, business or
organization that
collaborates and motivates
to make BIG things happen
in the Walla Walla Valley.

WINNER
NOMINEE
Walla Walla
Public Schools
Since 1857, Walla Walla Public Schools has been a fabric of our community,
employing approximately 800 employees and securing a spot as the 5th
largest employer in Walla Walla County. They are committed to educating
approximately 6,000 children and young adults grades preschool to 12
annually while managing an $80 million annual budget focused on providing
all students a high quality education.
Diagnostic results f rom the 2018-2019 school year shows significant
improvement in reading and math performance. Graduation rates are the

Gold Star Families
Monument
Fort Walla Walla

highest in years, as Walla Walla High School and Lincoln High School are well
above the state average and on an upward trend.
Their commitment to being a catalyst in the community is reflected in their
vision of “Developing Washington’s Most Sought-After Gradates” as well as
their collaboration with community leaders.
In November 2018, community members overwhelmingly approved the
largest bond measure in district history as nearly three out of every four voters

The first Gold Star Family Monument in
Washington State will be located on the corner
of Dalles Military & Myra Roads.
The monument site will serve as a gathering
place on National holidays and events honoring
Gold Star Families as well as a place of reflection
and remembrance for all. Learn more about this
monument by visiting the website below.

said YES to the $65.5-million-dollar proposal that will help aid in the
renovations of several schools in the district along with adding improved
safety and security at all campuses.

www.wwps.org

hwwmohf.org/walla-walla-wa.html
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Our Mission
As part of Mercy Corps Global, Mercy Corps Northwest is committed to
advancing human potential for positive change. Across Oregon and
Washington, Mercy Corps Northwest serves communities by providing
business education, financing and equitable opportunities – with the
vision of breaking intergenerational cycles of poverty for good.

Services

Organization of the Year
Award recognizes
successful and impactful

Starting a business is an investment in yourself that requires careful
planning and money. Mercy Corps Northwest offers training, business
grants, and loans to local entrepreneurs and small business owners.

Contact Us
For more information or questions, contact our Walla Walla Office
Program Manager, Cinthya Montero by calling 509.204.2125 or by
emailing cmontero@mercycorps.org. (Se habla Español)
S TA R T O R G R O W Y O U R B U S I N E S S W I T H U S T O D AY.

Walla Walla Office 29 E Sumach St

The Non-Profit

509.204.2125

philanthropic efforts that
bring significant benefit
to the Walla Walla Valley
and/or its residents.

WINNER
NOMINEES
Walla Walla Alliance
for the Homeless
The Walla Walla Alliance for the Homeless was formed in July
2015 as a non-profit organization dedicated to recognizing and
resolving the unmet needs of the homeless population of Walla
Walla. With a board of directors, an active steering committee

100 Women Who Care was
formed in 2018 with the idea to
help raise awareness and funds
for local nonprofits. Their goal is
to make an impact as well as
provide opportunity.

100wallawallawomen.com

and a number of sub-committees, the Alliance "hit the ground
running" in our community.
In 2018, the Walla Walla Alliance for the Homeless, with support
f rom the City of Walla Walla, began a pilot program called “Exit
Homelessness.” It is a program for individuals who are ready and

Better Together of Walla Walla
offers a year-long mentorship
through the New Start Initiative:
a special Earn While You Learn
program that enables
individuals to reduce debt and
start a new chapter in their life.

motivated to improve their lives. This program helps many
people in preparing to maintain a regular schedule and also

bettertogetherww.com

helps to show reliability.
The Alliance for the Homeless is dedicated to working along with
other organizations to further the well-being of the community
as a whole.
wwallianceforthehomeless.com

541.203.0122

Doughty Home for Veteran
Women gives veteran women
the housing, support, and tools
to become successful members
of our community in Walla
Walla, Washington.

doughtyhomeforveteranwomen.org

Yeehaw Aloha provides
affordable prices for everyone
while raising funds to improve
opportunities for Walla Walla’s
youth, and fund gifts to a diverse
group of local charities.

yeehawaloha.com

START-UP BUSINESS

PRESENTED
BY
Presented
by

The Start-Up Business of the
Year Award recognizes a
start-up company (existing for
3 years or less) that has
successfully created a
business plan, obtained
financing and opened their
doors. Every start-up has their
own journey to success, and
nominees of this award help
to place Walla Walla on the
map as a destination for
entrepreneurial excellence!

WINNER
NOMINEES
The Touring
Company
When you book a tour with The Touring company, you will be spending
the day with founder & owner Ali Rodgers, or her husband Ryan.
Ali grew up in the Bay Area, and moved to Walla Walla where her father
was born and started a winery in 2002. Ali worked at her family's winery

Recently renovated in 2017. Walla Walla Steak Co
focuses on a level of service where guest want to
celebrate their lives, their staff recognize guests
by name, and they become part of the family. Not
to mention a delicious menu and drinks!

wwsteakco.com

(Dumas Station) until she started The Touring Company, in 2018.
Ali's husband Ryan joined the team in 2019. Ryan has a degree in
Enology (wine-making) & Viticulture (grape growing).
Ali and Ryan will create a personalized itinerary just for you, including
wineries tailored to the style or wine/experience that you’re looking for.
Having spent the last 19+ years in the local wine industry, she and her
husband know where to go, and who to meet. You get to choose in this
fully customized private wine tour. This dynamic team enjoys sharing

The Barn B&B is the only luxury, purpose-built
bed & breakfast in Walla Walla. They offer a
unique, warm and personalized experience that
leaves guest feeling cared for and embraced

bnbwallawalla.com

Walla Walla with visitors and had been well received and supported by
the community of Walla Walla.

thetouringco.net

509.426.4582

In Town Ventures is Walla Walla’s newest
professional office space. They cater to
entrepreneurs of all industries and strive to
create an innovative work hub.

intownventures.com

WORKFORCE
Award
PRESENTED BY

Business committed to

2019
BUSINESS
AWARD
SHOWCASE
City of Walla Walla congratulates the
2019 Business Award Showcase
winners where Walla Walla is wonderful
place to Live, Work, and Play.

strengthening our
community's workforce by
providing access to a system
of employment and
education services.
Activities include:
internships, job shadowing,
mentorship, guest speakers,
workplace visits, career talks,
and educational programs.

WINNER
Whitman College

NOMINEES

Whitman College is committed to enriching our community in
multiple ways; as an employer, as a training ground for students
first entering the workforce, and as a hub for guest speakers
and other f ree public events that instruct and inspire. Every
year, the Whitman Internship Grant supplies funding for
students who intern at local businesses and nonprofits, f rom

Walla Walla Community College is an award-winning
school that was established in 1967. Career training
programs are designed to meet the growing demands
of industry, so students graduate ready to work in their
chosen profession.

wwcc.edu

the YWCA to the Walla Walla Symphony to local schools, farms,
and clinics. These are mutually beneficial and provide learning
experiences for students and enthusiastic support for
companies and organizations are otherwise unable to provide.
Whitman College is fortunate to be located in the Walla Walla
Valley, surrounded by natural beauty, small-town charm and
entrepreneurial spirit. They continually celebrate the bond
between campus and community and constantly seek further

WorkSource Walla Walla is a statewide partnership
of state, local and nonprofit agencies that provide an
array of employment and training services to job
seekers and employers in Washington. Last year,
WorkSource professionals helped some 170,000
workers and nearly 5,600 Washington employers.

worksourcewa.com

opportunities to collaborate. Whitman college continues to be a
strong, driving force in our community.

Sherwood Trust continues the legacy and dedication of
Donald and Virginia Sherwood, who spent their lives
contributing to make the Walla Walla Valley a better place
to live. As a private, place-based nonprofit foundation,
Sherwood Trust serves as a catalyst for building capacity
to create a cohesive, vibrant community.

sherwoodtrust.org

WIB-WOMAN OF
Award
The benefits of working with a

PRESENTED BY

LOCAL LENDER

The WIB Woman of Influence
Award recognizes an inspiring,
insightful, and influential
We will be in control of your loanÀOHIURPVWDUWWRÀQLVK
:HNQRZ\RXUPDUNHW
:HFDUHDERXWRXUFRPPXQLW\

Walla Walla County woman
currently working in any field
for her business success,
career achievements and
ability to lead. She displays
strong leadership experience

Tera Davis
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within her company or
industry and is an inspiration
to other women.

WINNER

Grace Reynolds
NOMINEES

WALLA WALLA
SYMPHONY

Grace Reynolds is more than just a cleaning lady. A wife, mother, philanthropic
and small business advocate.
In 2012 with the help of her Husband, Kevin Reynolds, and now living in Walla
Walla, WA Grace started Handmaid Cleaning. Grace has grown and expanded
Handmaid’s presence in the Walla Walla Valley while continuing to provide
unparalleled professional cleaning services.
In 2017, Handmaid Cleaning was discovered by Facebook for the work that they
were doing in the cleaning industry and for their involvement in many local
charities and events, including a program called “Handmaid Servants Heart

Leah became CEO of the Walla Walla Symphony in
2010. Leah’s leadership includes embracing a vision
that the Symphony is more than entertainment for the
well-off and lovers of symphonic music. Leah goes
above and beyond in her role of CEO. She plans f ree
education events for families, coordinates youth
musicians to play at concerts, and collaborates with
other art organizations in the community.

wwsymphony.org

Program” which proudly offers f ree cleaning for community members
undergoing cancer treatments. Grace was ultimately appointed to the 50
member Facebook Small and Medium Business Council.
In 2019, Grace founded a non-profit corporation, the AHCA - American House
Cleaners Association. Grace is the President and CEO of this organization and
national movement, with a mission to increase awareness, respect, and
recognition for professional house cleaners, the cleaning industry, and women.
Grace currently leads a community of over 18,500 house cleaners f rom all four
corners of the country—the largest community that exists on the planet, and

DOUGHTY HOME
FOR VETERAN
WOMEN

hosts weekly #Live broadcasts speaking about fighting Stigmas on cleaning
and cleaning professionals, and hosts a podcast show called, Not Just A
Cleaning Lady.
Recently, Grace lobbied, campaigned for, and secured a National Calendar Day,
National Professional House Cleaners Day, which will be celebrated on
September 17 each year. This accomplishment will continue to raise awareness,
respect, and recognition for professional cleaners and the cleaning industry into
the future, both publicly and within the industry itself.

handmaidcleaning.com

509.240.7995

Jennifer is the CEO and founder of Doughty Home for
Veteran Women. Currently, it is the only establishment
to take in Veteran woman in the Walla Walla Valley.
Jennifer was inspired by her own journey has a veteran
who struggles with PTSD due to MST which ultimately
led her to the opening of Doughty House for Women.

doughtyhomeforveteranwomen.org

YOUNG
Award
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Wine Incubators

The Young Entrepreneur
Walla Walla Regional Airport

Railex Facility

Award recognizes a local
businessperson 21 years of
age or younger who has
displayed the necessary drive

310 A Street, Walla Walla, WA 99362
Phone: (509) 525-3100
www.portwallawalla.com
www.wallawallaairport.com
Port Commissioners
Peter Swant I Ron Dunning I Mike Fredrickson

and determination to make
their business a success.

WINNER
Joyful Creations by Sara
Sara Wiberg has been an entrepreneur since she was 7 years old. At
a young age, she had a strong desire to use her creativity in a
successful and positive way. She soon discovered her talent in
Balloon Art and has been twisting and tying ever since!
Sara is now 12 years old and continues to grow her profession each
day. She has learned how to promote and market herself in a unique
way and has also learned how to create something special for each
request she receives. It’s simply part of her amazing talent! Her goal
is to “wow” each client with her creations.
Sara’s business, Joyful Creations by Sara, also includes special party
items and offerings. Often times, Sara uses her own money that she
has saved to include snow cones or cotton candy when she is hired
for an event. She insists that the client receives what they request
and is happy to make it happen. Sara charges $30/hour depending
on the event.
Sara takes her balloons with her wherever she goes and is always
happy to put a little joy into your day!

Facebook: @JoyfulCreationsBySara

801.336.8806

WINNERS
ADVANCING OUR COMMUNITY TOGETHER
Key Technology and the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of
Commerce are proud to welcome our 2019 Business Awards
Showcase winners into the Key Technology Winners Circle!

CORDOBA TECH

THE TOURING COMPANY

L&G RANCH SUPPLY TRUE VALUE

WHITMAN COLLEGE

WALLA WALLA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

JOYFUL CREATIONS BY SARA

WALLA WALLA ALLIANCE
FOR THE HOMELESS

GRACE REYNOLDS

PRESENTED BY

thank you

VISIONARY

Members

We would like to recognize and thank our Visionary Members. Their
investment in the Chamber allows us to lay the groundwork for a strong
and vibrant business community. Our extensive work as an advocate for
our member businesses, as well as our efforts to encourage significant
community, cultural, and economic development would not be possible
without the visionary support of these members.

BAKER BOYER

PACIFIC POWER

BANNER BANK

POCKETiNET

COLUMBIA REA

ELKHORN MEDIA GROUP

KUJ

WINE VALLEY GOLF CLUB
WALLA WALLA UNION BULLETIN

BOARD OF
Rob Blethen - Board Chair
Baker Boyer

Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery

Roger Esparza - Immediate Past Chair
WW Sotheby’s International Realty

Kathy Covey
Blue Mountain Action Council

Shannon Burgevin
Express Employment Professionals

Bill Clemens
Pacific Power

David Elmenhurst - Treasurer
CliftonLarsonAllen

Kari Isaacson
Blue Mountain Community Foundation

Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

Derek Brandes
Walla Walla Community College

Adam Keatts
Banner Bank

Norma Arceo
Las Chiquillas Mexican Restaurant

Breanna Maiuri
Dunham Cellars

Danny Freeman
Premier Motors

Toby Salazar
T-Barbershop

Brenda Williams
Williams Team Homes

Kim Rolfe
Whitman College

525.0850

wwvchamber.com

29 E. Sumach

