The things we do best, we do together

January 2018

Business Workshops, Videos and More for 2018
Have you ever wondered, “What does the Chamber actually do and am I getting
my money’s worth out of membership?” If so, then continue reading.
The Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce is a non-profit business
association dedicated to the following five key mission areas: 1. Small Business
& Economic Development, 2. Public Policy & Advocacy, 3. Community
Development, 4. Workforce Development, 5. Leadership Development.
Brian Duvall,
President & CEO

Small Business & Economic Development

Starting in January we will provide you with interactive workshops and seminars each month. These
workshops will cover business topics like Effective Marketing Strategies, High Converting Website
Design, How To Produce Profitable Videos For Your Business, Email Marketing, Ad Testing, and much
more. We will also video record them and make them available online as part of your member
benefits so you can still get access even if you can’t attend the live, hands-on workshop in-person.
The Chamber is also leading the way with the newly formed Women In Business quarterly luncheon
series where business women at all levels can gather to discuss key issues and learn together. Be sure
to contact Kelly Trop at ktrop@wwvchamber.com for details.
As announced in December, your Chamber is the new home of the Small Business Development
Center where you can get assistance in developing your business plans in one-on-one consultations
with Joe Jacobs. The service is free because it’s sponsored by generous business and organization
leaders here in the Walla Walla Valley. Please contact Joe at joe.jacobs@wsbdc.org to schedule an
appointment.
The Chamber also works to recruit small businesses to the area. Most recently we successfully
recruited an agricultural technology company that will eventually set up light manufacturing and hire
up to a dozen employees. We also support the economic development efforts of the Port as well as
the cities of Walla Walla, College Place, Milton-Freewater and other local government
entities.
Continued on page 10
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A special thank
you to all of our
Visionary
members

Walla Walla University took 1st Place in the Table Decorating Contest during the 135th Annual Awards Banquet on Dec. 6.

Winners Here, Winners There, Local Winners Everywhere!
Baker Boyer
Banner Bank
Elkhorn Media Group
Columbia REA

The Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Banquet lived up to its billing of “Oh,
the Places Yule Go!” The Marcus Whitman Hotel & Conference Center, which hosted the event for
the evening, was transformed into Whoville for an evening of Dr. Seuss-inspired fun.
The highlight of the evening was once again the presentation of community awards, including the
prestigious Man & Woman of the Year (Awards of Merit), Chamber Ambassador of the Year and
Hometown Hero Awards, all presented by the Chamber. Walla Walla Community College, Whitman
College and Walla Walla University all recognized their own outstanding individual as well.

Gesa Credit Union
Chamber Award Winners:

Inland Cellular
KUJ
Pacific Power
PocketiNet
Walla Walla
Union-Bulletin
Wine Valley
Golf Club

From left: Woman of the Year Award Winner, Susie Colombo; Man of the Year Award Winner, Mike
Hewitt and Ambassador of the Year Award Winner, Breana Maiuri.

Continues on page 11
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Gingerbread houses created by local students were on full display at the Annual Chamber Community Awards Banquet.

Members’ NewFlash
War Horse Painting Party—January 17. Come and sip some wine and cider at Goose Ridge
Winery while Sarah Newell of The Painted Syrah instructs you through replicating her
popular War Horse painting! $35, supplies included, save $5 when you prepay to reserve
your spot. Please call 509-876-4064 for more information.
WW Symphony Concert: Peking Acrobats—January 23. With daring maneuvers, amazing
displays of contortion, flexibility, and control, the Peking Acrobats are masters of agility and
grace and their gravity defying acts will be accompanied by musicians skillfully playing
traditional Chinese instruments. (Please note: this performance will feature the Peking
Acrobats only and does not include symphony musicians). Single tickets are $25-35 for
adults, $15-25 for university/college students (with ID), and $10 for youth 18 & under. Visit
wwsymphony.org for tickets and more information.
Live Music with Evan Egerer—January 26. After winning the national 2016 Creation Fest
NW music tournament, Evan Egerer has gone on to open for renowned acts like Grammynominated Crowder, Phil Wickham, Remedy Drive and Hell's Belles. Evan is a solo artist
with a powerful, full-band sound. Even will be performing live at Northstar winery from 13pm on January 26. Please visit northstarwinery.com for more information.
“Big Sonia”—January 27. Gesa Power House Theatre will screen the documentary film
“Big Sonia” on International Holocaust Remembrance Day, Saturday, January 27, 2018, at
7:00 p.m. Standing tall at 4’8”, Sonia is one of the last remaining Holocaust survivors in
Kansas City and one of the only survivors there who speaks publicly about her wartime
experience. A poignant story of generational trauma and healing, Big Sonia also offers a
laugh-out-loud-funny portrait of the power of love to triumph over bigotry, and the power
of truth-telling to heal us all. Reserved seating tickets ($15 Adults, $10 Students) are available online at www.phtww.com or by calling the box office at 509-529-6500.

ANNUAL WALLA WALLA
CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Eleventh Season of the Walla Walla
Chamber Music Festival (WWCMF) kicks
off January 11 with a recital by guest artist
Brittany Boulding Breeden, violin, and
pianist Henry Kramer, and WWCMF
Founder and Artistic Director Timothy
Christie for an evening of passionate violin
music and lighthearted banter.
January 11
6pm Foundry Vineyards
January 12
10am Sinclair Estate Vineyards
6pm The Walls Vineyard
January 13
10am WW Public Library
11am Sinclair Estate Vineyard
6pm Rotie Cellars Production Facility
January 14
7pm Gesa Power House Theatre
Please visit wwcmf.org for tickets and
more information.
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Providence St. Mary Medical Center took home 3rd Place in the Table Decorating Contest.

Chamber Unveils Women in Business Program

Kelly Trop,
Director of Special Events

In 2018, the Chamber kicks off its Women in Business program with the first
meeting on January 24th! The program was developed with input from an amazing group of women from our business community, and a passionate steering
committee made up of Jacklyn West, Elkhorn Media Group; Jerica Pender, Walla
Walla Weedery; Tamyra Wallace, Watchdog Warrior; Veronica Elliott, Hampton
Inn & Suites WW, and me.

Empowering women to grow and succeed in business and leadership is necessary to sustain a healthy and vibrant community. Women in Business will inspire, educate and connect
Walla Walla community women at all levels of their careers. We aim to empower women business
leaders to achieve their personal and professional goals and create highly-dynamic personal networking opportunities that catalyze community leadership.
“Make your life
work for you —you
can have a fulfilling
career and be an
amazing mother.”
Michele Buck,
President and CEO

I love this quote by Katie Witkin, the Co-Founder and COO of AGW
Group. “You will face different and more difficult challenges as a woman in business than you would as a man in the same role. And because
of this reality, it’s important that women support and encourage one
another. Today’s female professionals should remember that we are all
paving the way for those who follow, which I view as more important
than our individual ambitions.” So many women before me made sacrifices and fought big and little battles so I could enjoy the career I have
today. It’s exciting to work alongside our current and future influencers and together continue to make a positive difference.

For more information, please visit: http://www.wwvchamber.com/women-in-business or contact
Kelly Trop at ktrop@wwvchamber.com, 509-525-0850
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Kathleen Murphy,
Fidelity Investments
“Just go for it. Too often,
women have a confidence
gap that makes them pause
and slow down while men
dive in and learn as they go.
Just go for it!”

Join Reininger Winery from 5-7pm on January 10 for Wine Down Wednesday.

More Inspirational Quotes from Powerful Women in Business

‘

‘

Cathy Engelbert
CEO of Deloitte

‘

Ninety percent of this
stuff is just not that
serious, we just get
crazy about it
Ursula Burns
CEO of Xerox

‘

Always take on new
challenges—even if
you are not sure you
are completely ready

‘

‘

Raise your hand, take
risks, and don’t fear
failure—it’s one of the
biggest impediments
to success

Sheryl Sandberg
COO of Facebook

Karen Lynch, President of Aetna
“When I was being considered for a senior role, I was told on an evaluation to avoid wearing
pink because it made me look too ‘girlish’… Indirectly, I was told my femininity was a barrier.
Because of my outward appearance, they couldn’t see my internal strength. Regardless, I fought
back and got the job. Ever since then, I’ve made it a point to wear pink.”
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Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!

Photo Roundup
Enjoy our roundup of photos from our most recent events.

Abadan (‘11)
Alterations By Nonie (‘09)
American Rock
Products (‘09)
Cadaretta Winery (‘09)
Castillo De Feliciana
Vineyard & Winery (‘09)
CAVU Cellars (‘09)

Business After Hours hosted by Hidden Valley Bakery on November 14. Photos by Laurie’s Photography.

Clark Arias Physical
Therapy (‘00)
Dunning Irrigation
Supply (‘09)
EK Riley LLC (‘14)
Forgeron Cellars (‘01)
J. Eric Kimball, CPA (‘09)
Napa Auto Parts (‘05)
Business After Hours hosted by Walla Walla Sotheby’s International Realty on December 12. Photos by Laurie’s Photography.

Please join us this month for BAH at:
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Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
Northern Quest Resort
& Casino (‘12)
Planned Parenthood of
Greater Washington (‘83)
Savvy Accounting (‘09)
Ski Bluewood (‘11)
Southpoint Dental
Center (‘05)
Stone Soup (‘09)
Wagoner Touchet
Farms (‘09)
Wall 2 Wall Furniture
& Mattress (‘16)
Walla Walla Garden
Motel (‘05)
Walla Walla Symphony
(‘93)
Weinhard Hotel (‘05)
Wenzel Nursery (‘09)
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Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
President
Breanna Maiuri
Castillo de Feliciana
Vice President
Cory Spencer
Wine Valley Golf Club
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration at Walla Walla University January 15 from 11am-12pm.

Secretary
Kyndra Teal
Courtyard Marriott Walla Walla

Chamber Membership 2.0.18
Alright, back to work. 2017 was one for the books, and now its in the books.
Time to move on, learn, adapt. And that is what we plan to do with our
Chamber membership benefits package.

Casey Richards
Blue Mountain
Community Foundation
Diane Davis
Coldwell Banker First Realtors
Rose Hajduk
Baker Boyer
Greg Kettner
Express Employment
Professionals
Brendan Hummel
Inland Cellular
Blaine Lim
Premier Motors

Steve Owens,
Director of
Member Services

In my very short, almost 3 years at the Chamber, I have learned a little bit, I
hope, about the Chamber’s role in our community, and where we can excel,
bring value, and create opportunities for business to thrive. So that’s what we
are going to do. The Chamber will be embracing and focusing on its role as an
economic development engine in the Walla Walla Valley. It is our goal to sow a
healthy business climate so everyone, and every business, can reap the
benefits, from College Place to Touchet to Waitsburg, Dayton and all points in
between.

We are going to expand on our mission statement – to be the best advocate for business in the
Walla Walla Valley – to include being the best resource for business as well. Whether you need
assistance with starting your own small business; or you would like to explore leadership and
training opportunities for you and/or your staff; or you need an advocate for business on public
policy issues; or you are interested in getting more involved with community development through
one of our many non-profit friends; or workforce development through our excellent school
systems, the Chamber wants to be your go-to for answers, resources, partnerships and professional
development.
How will we do this? How will we be remaking the Chamber in this dramatic fashion in a short time?
Two-part answer: 1) We are not that far away from being able to provide these tools now. It’s a
matter of execution and delivery. 2) We are redeveloping our website to be a more robust resource
for members and non-members alike to gain access to more in-depth resources in all of the areas I
mentioned, and more. Brian and I will be reaching out to all of our members in early 2018 to talk
more about our vision for the Chamber and how we can maximize the value of your membership,
and with 600 members or so, it will take us a while to complete the transition and get everything in
place. It won’t be an instant makeover, but the Chamber will most definitely remain open while
under renovation. And never fear, we will still be offering all of our fun events, and we’ll even be
adding a few more opportunities for you to not only build your business, but to partner with the
Chamber in creating and maintaining a thriving business community throughout the Valley. Chamber
2.0.18! Coming soon!
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Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
Sierra Burchell
Olive Marketplace and Café
Erin Hubbard
Banner Bank
Wade Robbins
Banner Bank
Stephanie Wright
Community Bank
Peter Early
Abadan
Gingerbread House Contest 1st Place Winner:
College Place High School—Grandma’s Cabin.

From there to here, and here to there, Seussical things
were everywhere!

Andre Selfa
Heritage Wealth Advisors
Ameriprise Financial
Peggy Cazier
Lloyd’s Insurance, Inc.
Ashley Rubon
Coldwell Banker First Realtors

Berny Elementary School Singers kicked off the evening
with holiday classics.

One fish, two fish...how many Goldfish in the bowl?
12, 635 to be exact!
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Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Board Chair
Todd Brandenburg
PocketiNet
Vice chair
Roger Esparza
Walla Walla Sotheby’s
International Realty
Treasurer
David Elmenhurst
CliftonLarsonAllen
Immediate Past Chair
Keith Burghardt
Community Bank

Columbia REA’s table, decorated by Goose Ridge, received 2nd Place in the Table Decorating Contest.

Your Chamber works with Visit Walla Walla to provide visitor information and answer thousands of
calls, emails and walk-ins each year at the Chamber office. Your dues and sponsorships help pay for
the required staffing as well as production and distribution of visitor and relocation information.
We’re also increasing our support and sponsorship of the Pitch It Contest coming up in April. The
Pitch It event organizers are seeking mentors, coaches and judges to help with this year’s event.
Please contact Kim Rolfe at rolfekb@whitman.edu for details.
Public Policy & Advocacy

Past Chair
Jim Peterson
Walla Walla
Community College

Even if you don’t have an interest in business development workshops and resources, your Chamber
is hard at work with our elected officials promoting your business interests and a pro-business
agenda on issues that impact all of us. Imagine how difficult it would be if you had to research public
policy issues and defend your business on your own. For example: the Hirst decision has tied up
water rights and halted or hindered much of the needed construction and development on our side
of the state. The Chamber, in cooperation with other chambers and business associations around the
state have made it clear to our elected officials that they MUST get this issue resolved right away.
With an impending carbon tax / gas tax coming this session, you can expect the Chamber to organize
a bus trip to Olympia so you can speak directly to your elected officials. There’s strength in numbers,
especially when it comes to being the “Voice of Business.” Your membership and sponsorship in the
Chamber means you stand united with us on behalf of business, your business.
I’ll cover details of the other three key mission areas in the February edition. In the meantime, be
sure to let us know your thoughts on any issues you face in your business. We will do what we can to
help and if we can’t help you, then we can probably connect you with other professionals who can.
You can email me at bduvall@wwvchamber.com.
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Board of Directors
continued
Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Adam Keatts
Banner Bank

The 2017 Firefighter of the Year Award was presented to Assistant Chief Brian Jones. Award designed and made by the
Studio 57 students at College Place High School.

Banquet Winners Cont.

Steve Rose
Walla Walla University
Shannon Bergevin
Express Employment
Professionals

Hometown Hero Award Winners:
Doug Simcock
Windermere Real Estate
Toby Salazar
T-Barbershop
Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery

From left: Middle School Educator of the Year, Angela Gardea; High School Educator of the Year,
Trista Rogers; Nick Henzel Law Enforcement Community Service Award, Trooper Joe Klundt.

College Award Winners:

Kathy Covey
Blue Mountain
Action Council
Bill Clemens
Pacific Power
Rob Blethen
Baker Boyer
Doug Henry
Ace Hardware
Derek Brandes
Walla Walla
Community College

From left: Walla Walla Community College Service Award Winner, Marleen Ramsey; Walla Walla
University Community Service Award Winner, Cheris Current; Whitman College Pete & Hedda Reid
Award Winner, Ema Lopez-Ortiz.

Machelle Colligan
Allstate InsuranceColligan Agency
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Calendar of Events
Business After Hours—January 9 (5:30pm)
Winery Fulfillment Services
173 Middle Waitsburg Rd, Bldg C, Suite 120
Business Development Workshop—January 10 (5:30pm)
Port of Walla Walla Meeting Room
310 A Street (at the airport)
Women in Business—January 24 (11:30am)
Courtyard by Marriott
550 W. Rose St. in Walla Walla

Administrative
Team
Brian Duvall
President & CEO

Kelly Trop
Director of Special Events

Steve Owens
Director of Member Services

Marissa Miller
Marketing & Operations

Tawnya Richards
Office Manager

