CHAMBER NEWS

1-Year Anniversary Celebration for Walla Walla Indian Cuisine on October 25.

November 2018

FOURTH QUARTER FAST AND FURIOUS
AT THE CHAMBER

We are in the home
stretch of this exciting
election cycle which
somehow seems to
have been both energizing and enervating
simultaneously. First of
all, if you haven’t done
Steve Owens
it already…VOTE!
Member Services
Time is running out.
Second, if you’d like to hear from some of the
people that you voted for, come to our Chamber Legislative Luncheon next week, Thursday,
Nov. 8, at Walla Walla Community College.
Every year, the Chamber co-sponsors Leadership Walla Walla, an 8-month, one day per
month, program for men and women who actively participate in community roles and have
a desire to increase their community awareness
and involvement. As part of our sponsorship,
the Chamber hosts “Government Day,” an
in-depth look at the parts and players of local
government, which is highlighted by our Legislative Luncheon.
You’ll have a chance to hear from our local

elected officials…after the election...when the
campaigning is over. We have confirmations
from City, County, State and Federal representatives, so it should be a lively and informative
discussion.
Tickets for the Luncheon are $25 for Chamber members, $35 for non-members. Call the
Chamber at 525-0850 for more information,
or you may register online here.
And after lunch, what else...dinner! The Chamber of Commerce 136th Annual Awards Banquet will be Wednesday, Dec. 5, at the Marcus
Whitman Hotel & Conference Center. This
year’s theme, A Night at the Museum, is a perfect opportunity to combine your love of history, art and artifacts with your table-decorating
skills! Become a table sponsor now and show
your artistic abilities, and win some money for
the local non-profit of your choice!
Featured at the Banquet are the presentation
of several rare and exquisite awards, including
the Man and Woman of the Year (Awards of
Merit). We’re excited to once again recognize
our Hometown Heroes with awards to the
Continued on page 13
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AMBASSADOR PROFILE

Todd Brandenburg - Immediate Past Chair
PocketiNet
Keith Burghardt - Past Chair
Community Bank
David Elmenhurst - Secretary
CliftonLarsonAllen

DIANE PEASE

Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

Broker/Realtor

Adam Keatts
Banner Bank

Windermere Real Estate

Breanna Maiuri
Castillo de Feliciana
Shannon Bergevin
Express Employment Professionals

Years in current role?
5 years

Doug Simcock
Windermere Real Estate

How long have you been a Chamber Ambassador?
4 years

Toby Salazar
T-Barbershop

What do you like best about being an Ambassador? Being a part of promoting the Walla Walla
Valley business community; meeting business people
and learning about their work, and referring people
to them; helping new Chamber members connect
with other business people; helping with events that
encourage business vitality.

Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery
Kathy Covey
Blue Mountain Action Council
Bill Clemens
Pacific Power
Kari Isaacson
Blue Mountain Community Foundation
Doug Henry
Henry’s Ace Hardware
Derek Brandes
Walla Walla Community College
Machelle Colligan
Allstate Insurance - Colligan Agency

What is your favorite product or service that your
company provides and why? I have several favorite
things about being a realtor. I am privileged to be a
trusted guide and advisor while helping people with
one of the largest financial decisions of their lives. It
is a challenge to help with all the different entities
and moving parts that make up a real estate transaction. As a former teacher I enjoy sharing valuable
information and explaining the buying and selling
processes. It is very satisfying to be involved in
people’s lives and in helping them reach their goals.
Amazing friendships grow throughout my work.
Do you see any industry trends that your company
will need to respond to in the next year? I know
some realtors are concerned about the “industry
disrupters” such as Redfin, and Compass. However,
there is no substitute for having realtor representation. There can be multiple unforeseen issues that

crop up during a transaction, where buyers and
sellers need a knowledgeable professional who can
guide and assist them with finding solutions to keep
things on track. Realtors do a lot of behind the scenes
work to manage transaction details with lenders, title
officers, appraisers, and contractors.
If you could own/operate another local business,
what would it be and why?
I’ve often thought it would be great to restore the
Liberty on Main Street back to being a movie theater.
It’s such a unique building and could be used in a
variety of ways.
Favorite charity/non-profit?
I love working for a company that understands the
importance of giving back to our communities.
Enriching the neighborhoods in which we live is
an integral part of how Windermere does business.
A portion of every sales commission goes to the
Windermere Foundation, which provides assistance
to local non-profit agencies, building a better future
for homeless and low income families in our community. Some of the organizations we have assisted are
the YWCA, BMAC, and the Christian Aid Center.
Who has had the biggest impact on your career?
Doug Simcock – a boss who is passionate about
creating an atmosphere of excellence in all aspects
of the workplace; environment, support staff, continuing education, positive mindset. He genuinely
cares about each person who is a part of Windermere.

A representative from Holland America leads a Preview Night at the Chamber on October 15 for the Chamber’s Alaska Land & Sea
Journey departing July 2019.

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE
Although I had a wonderful childhood, and
enjoyed growing up
in the Walla Walla
Valley, by the time I
was a young adult, I
often thought there
was nothing much to
Diane Pease
do. Yes, I was one of
Chamber Ambassador
those twenty-something-year-olds who moved away, and then
came back to the area years later, only to realize
that our valley is a pretty sweet place to live,
work, and raise a family!
One of the things I thoroughly enjoy as a real
estate agent is the opportunity to be an ambassador and tour guide for people who are
discovering if they would like to make our valley their new home. It is a joy to drive around
on what I call “reconnaissance missions” to
explore neighborhoods, businesses, and all the
activities available to people of a wide variety
of ages and interests. Much like the delight
of rediscovering the world through the eyes
of young children, these experiences foster
a greater appreciation in me for what we all
like to call the “Walla Walla lifestyle.“ I gain a
fresh perspective in looking at our community
from their vantage points. It is a privilege to
share the Walla Walla sweet life with people
who start out as strangers, and often become

dear friends!
For those who are weary of a big city, congested
traffic, and lengthy commutes, it is fun to hear
comments from those experiencing our normal
lifestyle for the first time.
“Wow! People are so friendly! They smile and
talk to me!”
“What? You can get nearly everywhere in only
10 to 15 minutes?”
“Ha, ha – so this is your ‘rush minute!’ (referring to the intersection of Plaza Way and
9th St.) That always brings a chuckle followed
by a description of driving for an hour and
covering only 5 miles!
“You have so many great places to eat!”
“We loved the convenience of going to the
GESA Powerhouse Theater, Sweets Game,
Walla Walla Symphony – you name it - the
list goes on and on.
It’s no wonder that others are attracted to what
we often take for granted.
It is a privilege to be a part of people’s lives as
they transition into making our town, their
town. I love to refer clients to my favorite
dentist, hair salon, health care providers, paint
store, service contractors, etc. You are a part
of the fabric of our valley. You are a part of
what makes this a great place to live.

We all have an opportunity to enjoy the seemingly small daily bits of life. We all can enjoy
this amazing valley where we have the privilege
to make a positive difference in the lives of
not only our co-workers, but every person we
come in contact with each day. We all have an
opportunity to make our town a wonderful
place to live. We all get to be ambassadors!!
I would encourage all of us who live in our
unique community to step back and really look
at all the little things that are pretty wonderful. It always leaves me more grateful for how
blessed all of us are to live, work, and play in
the Walla Walla Valley.
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MEMBERS’

NEWSFLASH
COMEDY NIGHT AT GOOSE RIDGE – NOVEMBER 2

Join Goose Ridge Fall Release weekend when Wine Valley Comedy presents Adam Kessler and
friends! Enjoy some wine, cider and snacks Friday, November 2 from 6:30-8:00pm. Tickets are
just $10 when you pre-pay, or $15 at the door if available.

SPAMALOT: THE MUSICAL – BEGINNING NOVEMBER 2

OCTOBER BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS

Find your grail experience one of the greatest musicals of the modern age. Lovingly ripped off from
the classic film comedy “Monty Python and the Holy Grail,” “Spamalot” retells the legend of King
Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table, and features a bevy of beautiful show girls, not to
mention cows, killer rabbits, and French people. Did we mention the bevy of beautiful showgirls?
The 2005 Broadway production won three Tony Awards, including Best Musical, and was followed
by two successful West End runs. Performances: November 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24 at 7:30
PM. November 11, 18 at 2:00 PM. Visit ltww.org for more information and to purchase tickets.

Business After Hours hosted by
Gesa Credit Union on October 9.

PHOTO GALLERY
PHOTOS FROM OUR RECENT EVENTS

“HANDS OF KINDNESS” BENEFIT – NOVEMBER 3

Helpline and our event sponsor Banner Bank, Columbia REA and Windermere Foundation, invite
you to our second annual “Hands of Kindness” benefit. Join us on Saturday, November 3, at the
Walla Walla Country Club for dinner along with a silent and live auction. Seating is limited. Tickets
are $50 and can be purchased at the Helpline office. Proceeds will be used to provide assistance
and direction to the less fortunate in our community struggling to meet their basic needs. Any
questions please contact: wendyc@helplineww.org

VETERANS DAY PARADE – NOVEMBER 11

There is nothing quite like the magic of a community parade. Walla Walla’s annual Veterans Day
Parade is scheduled for Sunday, November 11 at 11 AM. Come out and show your support for
our veterans. Clubs, churches, schools, businesses, and individuals are invited to honor veterans.
This event features a huge variety of entries, and thousands of viewers line the streets. Visit
downtownwallawalla.com for more information.

SYMPHONY SERIES: CANADIAN BRASS – NOVEMBER 18

GRAND REOPENING &
RIBBON CUTTING
Grand Repening & Ribbon Cutting for
Lash Loft Walla Walla on October 22.

Canadian Brass (known for their unique performance attire of formal black suits with white
running shoes) has gained an international reputation as one of the most popular brass ensembles
today. Their repertoire ranges from trademark Baroque and Dixieland tunes to new compositions
and arrangements created especially for them – from formal classical presentation to music served
up with lively dialogue and theatrical effects. The hallmark of any Canadian Brass performance is
entertainment, spontaneity, virtuosity and, most of all, fun – but never at the expense of the music.
Please visit wwsymphony.org for more information and to purchase tickets.
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COMPANY PROFILE

T-BARBERSHOP

T-Barbershop was established in 2002 by Toby Salazar. Toby’s Mom, Adela Salazar, had operated her own barbershop located on Main Street
in front of Hot Poop for most of the 1990’s before turning it into a salon and relocating the business to 925.5 W. Main St.
While still in high school, Toby enrolled in the cosmetology program at WWCC through the Running Start program offered at WA-HI. That
summer, Toby got a job with Charter Communications in Walla Walla before later becoming an independent contractor for Procom. Toby sold
and installed cable TV for AT&T, Charter, and Comcast throughout Dallas, TX; St Louis, MO; and Atlanta, GA. Working for the corporations, Toby soon realized the corporate world was not for him, and decided a move home was in order. Toby returned to the area in 2002 and
finished barbering school at Claires Beauty School in Pasco, WA. After, graduating Toby opened T-Barbershop at his mom’s salon that same year.
In 2004, Toby started another barbershop/salon in Pasco located at an indoor flea market. After the owner of the indoor flea market sold the
location, Toby decided not to renew the contract. Around this same time, Toby’s mom had retired and Toby relocated the barbershop down
the street to 905 W. Main St. where it can still be found today.
Those familiar with T-Barbershop know it is a one-man shop. Toby does not have employees, nor has he ever advertised (until now!). Toby has
been in business for 17 years, doing things the “Walla Walla way” and offering haircuts, beard trims and shaves.
T-Barbershop is open by appointment Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. Walk-ins are welcome on Thursday & Friday.

T-Barbershop has been offering haircuts, beard trims
and shaves in the Walla Walla Valley for 17 years

10

11

Situated on the Wild Atlantic Way on Irelands west coast and jutting 702ft into
the sky, the Cliffs of Moher boast some of the most breathtaking scenery in

Ireland.

TREASURES OF IRELAND

Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce returns from the Emerald Isle
Last month, 36 adventure-seeking locals took to the skies as they began the first leg of their 10-day Irish adventure.
I was blessed enough to be one of those 36, and I’m happy to report the only items that went missing were two pieces
of luggage (including one of my own), both of which were reunited with their owners a mere 24 hours later! What
follows is a collection of photos from our time spent in Belfast, Limmerick, Killarney and Dublin, though you really
must experience the ‘Treasures of Ireland’ for yourself someday to truly appreciate this beautiful country and the lovely
people that call it home.

Marissa Miller

Chamber of Commerce

A BIG thank you to Ryan Campbell, Chamber Explorations/Premier World Discoveries; Sandi Wentzel, Tour Director
and biology buff; Mike Norris, our fearless Irish motorcoach driver; Gerry Cooley, Dublin City Tour; and Michael Cooper, Belfast City Tour for putting together such an amazing itinerary and sharing your knowledge and hospitality with
our group. You’ll find many riches in Ireland, but their greatest treasures surely are their people and their sense of humor.

The main chamber of the Old Library located at Trinity College in Dublin is the
Long Room; filled with 200,000 of the Library’s oldest books and one of the most
impressive libraries in the world.

Clonmacnoise, an ancient monastic site founded in the mid-6th century, is home to
three high crosses, a cathedral, seven churches and two round towers.

A Jaunting Car Ride through Killarney National is the perfect way to take in the
hidden delights of the 26,000 acre park & the famous Lakes of Killarney.

2018 Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce Treasures of Ireland tour group in front of The Red Fox Inn, Co. Kerry, Ireland.

Wyatt Miller of Walla Walla hangs upside down 37 feet above the ground to kiss the
Blarney Stone, located atop the Blarney Castle tower.

Made up of some 40,000 massive black basalt columns sticking out of the sea,
Giant’s Causeway is a dramatic sight that has inspired legends of giants striding over
the sea to Scotland.
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WHAT IS A FOUNDATION?

RSVP today for the Chamber’s annual Legisltive Luncheon at Walla Walla Community College.

FOURTH QUARTER

Candidate Forum at the Courtyard Marriott on October 23.
Blue Mountain Community Foundation
has been a member
of the Walla Walla
Valley Chamber of
Commerce for many
years. I was honored
to be elected to the
Kari Isaacson
Board of Directors
Blue Mountain
earlier in 2018. The
Community Foundation
Chamber is an effective voice for business and
our communities, and one of the primary ways
newcomers discover what a great place Walla
Walla is for business, and for relocation.
The Community Foundation is a nonprofit or
charitable organization under Section 501 c
3 of the Internal Revenue Code, and licensed
to solicit gifts in the states of Washington and
Oregon. Our board of community leaders
reflects the Walla Walla Valley. BMCF assets
exceeded $50 million for the first time in 2018;
last year over $3 million was distributed in
grants and scholarships to our four county
region and beyond.
A community foundation’s mission is unique
among charities: to raise and hold significant funds so that for generations to come our
communities have flexible charitable resources
available to solve problems and take advantage
of opportunities to improve the quality of life
in our area for all people. We seek and accept
gifts from many people in order to support
many charities and issues rather than confining

that support to one organization. We help
donors fulfill their philanthropic goals.
Why might a nonprofit like the Community
Foundation be a member of the Chamber?
Although not a business, we are definitely an
enterprise. It’s a misconception that being charitable or a non-profit means “no profit”! Like
businesses, every charity will tell you that expenses cannot exceed revenue. Like all human
endeavors, growth is a must. The difference
between a nonprofit organization and a business is how revenue over expenses, or profit,
is used, and the exemption from most taxes.
Charitable organizations must benefit the
greater community, and do so by addressing
issues that are charitable as defined by the IRS.
Charities do not have owners or shareholders.
At the Community Foundation, this revenue is
reinvested in the enterprise rather than being
paid as dividends, stock options etc. Business
and charity – two different ways to get things
done to make life better.
Like the Chamber of Commerce, a strong
community foundation is a sign of a vibrant
local economy. BMCF is a strong community
foundation. In turn we play a role in strengthening our economy and the social fabric of
the region. As an example, BMCF recently
granted $6200 to the City of Walla Walla for
the MercyCorps CDFI micro-loan project
to help low income people start businesses.
The Chamber has also been supportive of this
collaborative effort – to help start and grow

new businesses here.
BMCF offers many different types of funds
that donors and businesses interested in a
community relations or grant program can
use. Several local companies have scholarship
funds for employees at BMCF. Perhaps the
Community Foundation can be of assistance
to your company as you plan for 2019.
The Chamber has much to offer in expertise,
relationships and networks. Its rich history
shows that it has had an important role in our
community for over 150 years.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Educator of the Year, Firefighter of the Year,
and Law Enforcement Officer of the Year.
Walla Walla University, Whitman College and
Walla Walla Community College will also
recognize their outstanding individuals within
their communities.
And as an added feature, we will also be drawing the winner of our first-ever “Choose Your
Own Adventure” Chamber travel raffle! Raffle
tickets are $60 per ticket, and the winner will
receive a trip for two to any one of three destinations offered in 2019 and 2020 (valued
at more than $6,000). For more information
check out our website at wwvchamber.com
or to buy a ticket, stop by our office at 29 E.
Sumach or give us a call. There are a limited
number of tickets available, so please don’t
wait too long. You need not be present at the

Annual Banquet to win, but wouldn’t it be
fun if you were!
Lots of good stuff going on at the Chamber!
Come be a part of it!

2017 Firefighter of the Year Award Winner,
Assistant Chief Brian Jones.

From there to here, and here to there, Seussical
things were everywhere during the 2017 Banquet.

NEW MEMBER FAST TRACK
1ST WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH
8:30-9:30AM AT THE CHAMBER

RSVP TO THE CHAMBER AT 525-0850!

Chamber Ambassador of the Year, Breanna
Maiuri.
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THANK YOU
NEW MEMBERS

THE PEOPLE

BEHIND THE SCENES

Hartl’s Bow Shop

CHAMBER AMBASSADORS

Better Together Walla Walla
New Vision Properties

Kyndra Teal

Erin Hubbard

Diane Davis

Wade Robbins

Rose Hajduk

Peter Early

Eritage Resort

RENEWING MEMBERS
CAVU Cellars (‘09)
Clark Arias Physical Therapy (‘00)
Columbia Energy (‘11)
Grapeland Supply (‘04)
JTI LLC (‘15)
Rancho Villa Storage (‘09)
Seven Hills Winery (‘09)
Southpoint Dental Center (‘05)

Stash (‘09)
Terry Nealey, State Representative (‘09)
Total Comfort Solutions LLC (‘05)
Wagoner Touchet Farms (‘09)
Walla Walla Cannabis Company (‘17)
WilliamsTeamHomes.com (‘09)
Zerba Cellars (‘05)

John L. Scott
Baker Boyer

Greg Kettner

Greg Kettner Speaks

Blaine Lim

New Vision Properties

Sierra Burchell
North Forty Acres

Banner Bank
Banner Bank
Abadan

Andre Selfa

Heritage Wealth Advisors
Ameriprise Financial

Peggy Cazier

Lloyd’s Insurance, Inc.

Ashley Rubon

Coldwell Banker First Realtors

Diane Pease

Windermere Real Estate

Kylie Sheckler

Winery Fulfillment Services

Abbie Clark

Reininger Winery

Teri Grant

Gesa Credit Union

Dallas Cornwell

Brookdale Senior Living

Kristine Bono
Tertulia Cellars

VISIONARY MEMBERS
Baker Boyer
Banner Bank
Elkhorn Media Group
Columbia REA

Gesa Credit Union
Inland Cellular
KUJ
Pacific Power

PocketiNet
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Wine Valley Golf Club
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NOVEMBER EVENTS

Check online for updates & to register for events

07
05
08
13

NEW MEMBER FAST TRACK @ The Chamber - 8:30am
TRAVEL CLUB PREVIEW NIGHT @ The Chamber - 5:30pm
LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON @ WWCC - 11:30am
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS @ Eritage Resort – 5:30pm

DECEMBER EVENTS

Check online for updates & to register for events

05
11

ANNUAL BANQUET @ Marcus Whitman Hotel - 5:30pm
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS @ Armstrong Winery – 5:30pm

