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Wow! What a Summit Line-up!
On Friday, May 13th, the Chamber will host the 4th Annual Walla Walla Business
Summit. This year is set to be an incredible event with national and regional
experts on a broad array of
business topics. You should get this on your calendar today!

David Woolson,
President and CEO

You will walk away from the Summit with the latest information, trends, intelligence and new contacts. The event will be held at the Courtyard Marriott in
Walla Walla. Registration and Coffee Reception begins at 7:45 a.m., and the
morning keynote speakers will kick off at 8:30 a.m.. We will also have a fabulous
luncheon and a wine reception to end the day at 4 p.m. The cost for the entire
day of the Summit is $129 for Chamber members and $159 for non-members.

The Summit is the best
investment you will make

I want to thank our Title Sponsor, Community Bank, for making the Summit happen. They have been a
tremendous partner with us from the beginning. I also appreciate our Presenting Sponsors
Pacific Power, the City of Walla Walla and the Port of Walla Walla, who have also been strong
supporters from our very first Summit.
Our Presenters and Breakout Sessions for this year’s Summit include:
1. Keynote—Keith Rosen, New York, N.Y.: Coaching People Into Champions: How Top Leaders Build
World Class Teams
Keith is a renowned international speaker on leadership development. Keith explains, “Training does
not develop champions. Leaders do.”

this year for your
business and career.
Check out the Summit website
for the latest at
www.wwbizsummit.com.

2. Keynote—Gary Hirsch, On Your Feet, Portland, OR.: Collaborate Like An Improviser
Become more of an improviser in your business approach. Improvisers create real-time, market
driven collaboration and innovation to create something together under extreme pressure. Gary and
his team will also do a separate interactive breakout session titled Innovate Like an Improviser.
3. Keynote—Tom Schauer, Bellevue, WA.: Cyber and Identity Theft: Don’t Become a Victim!”
Tom is a national expert in cyber security. The F.B.I reported that 7,000 U.S. companies were victims
of cyber attacks in 2013, with losses of more than $740 million. Learn how to protect yourself, your
company and your customers.
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Reininger Winery in Walla Walla

Walla Walla—A Unique Sense of Place
The French have a beautiful word, terroir, used to describe the distinctiveness
or typicity of a particular vineyard or wine region. There is no English equivalent for the word, however, wine geeks such as yours truly, have spent countless hours contemplating its meaning, discussing its traits and presenting arguments for or against its actual existence. Can terroir be expressed and tasted
in wines produced from specific locations? Hmm… I’m a definite believer in
terroir’s influence on defining a region’s wine.
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Chuck Reininger,

In Short, terroir is a synergistic aggregate of traits that in total creates “a
unique sense of place”.

Reininger Winery

What are Walla Walla’s terroir traits?

There are physical traits such as soil, climate and geography/topography.
Though their interactions are complicated, they are fairly simple concepts to
grasp. Fortunately for us, Walla Walla’s physical traits have created one of the world’s most perfect
environments for growing wine.
Some traits are more intangible and ethereal but are every bit as significant as the physical ones.
These are cultural traits and traditions that have shaped our habits and patterns of thinking that at
times, seem to be innate to our Valley way of life but have evolved over time. They affect how we
interact with one another and influence each other in our approaches to both grape growing and
winemaking that is unique to our wine region and elevates our game.
Camaraderie, openness, inclusionary and a “willingness to work together” are cultural descriptors
that are often associated with the Walla Walla AVA (American Viticultural Area) by outside industry
observers; “a unique and refreshing change,” they say from an industry that often prefers to keep
some things close to the hip. These attributes foster the sharing of ideas and accelerate the accumulation of a larger and smarter knowledge base that is more specific to our AVA resulting in an exponential learning curve which translates to better solutions and higher quality outcomes.
Continued on page 11
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133rd Annual Awards Banquet—Let it Snow, Man!

Members’ NewsFlash
Walla Walla Food Truck Night—April 4. Do you want to feel like a local? Do you love food trucks? Well
then this is the perfect event for you! The first Monday of the month (April - Oct) choose from 15+ food
trucks out at the Airport incubators. Plenty of seating outside or you can venture inside for extra seating at
Burwood Brewing, Shot in the Dark Distillery or 1 of 3 wineries (J&J Vintners, Walla Faces or Palencia
Wines). This is an event you don’t want to miss!
Habitat for Humanity Dream Builder’s Breakfast—April 5. Join
Habitat for Humanity for the 1st annual DreamBuilders Fundraiser Breakfast and
learn about the work of Habitat in the Walla Walla Valley, and the important
impact of their community partners. Special guest speaker will be one of Habitat’s
own home owners! Contact Renee Harms at (509) 943-5555 or your table
captain to sign up. Please consider making a donation that morning to support
the local Habitat mission. Admission is free, please RSVP.

FEAST WALLA WALLA
Feast Walla Walla, Eastern Washington's
premiere food and wine event returns to
Downtown Walla Walla Saturday, April 9.
Some of your favorite local restaurants,
wineries and breweries will once again
tempt your tongue with their special
crafted treats. Buy your tickets online and
receive 10 tokens, a Feast plate and a
Feast wine glass.
For more information, please contact the
Downtown Walla Walla Foundation at
(509) 529-8755.

Wanderlust Circus Two Night Performance—April 5 & 6. Walla Walla Valley
Honda and Gesa Credit Union present "Wanderlust Circus Family Night" on Tuesday, April 5, at 6:30 p.m.
Bring the whole family to this Little Watts Children's Series production, and enjoy an evening of acrobats,
aerialists, jugglers, live orchestra and more. Reserved Seating: $10 Adults, $7 Youth.
on Wednesday, April 6 , leave the kids at home, as Waterbrook presents "Wanderlust Circus Cabaret" at
7:00 p.m.. Portland's premier circus troupe presents a variety show geared toward ages 18 and up. Light
burlesque meets carnival meets circus, with live swing band. Reserved Seating: $30. Chamber members
may use the discount code "CHAMBERWW" for a $4 discount. More information at www.phtww.com.
Movie Night at Browne Family Vineyard—April 28. Join Browne Family Vineyard for a living-room style
movie night featuring the musical classic Seven Brides for Seven Brothers. Ticket includes your first glass of
wine, popcorn and licorice. $15 for guests, $10 for Wine Club members. Ages 21 and over, please. RSVP by
April 26 to Emily Anderson at emilya@brownefamilyvineyards.com or by calling (509) 522-1261.
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Brian and Carrie Spradlin, Owners, Thrive Ecology

Casi’s corner - Thrive Ecology

WHAT THEY OFFER:

*Content Contribution by Alexander Wagner

“Ecology” is the study of interactions between organisms and their environment. Carrie & Brian Spradlin, in a sense, are looking to expand such a study
by bringing a new wellness center, Thrive Ecology, to Walla Walla.
Thrive Ecology looks to combine all aspects of personal wellness, while helping members achieve their goals along the way. The connection between
mental and physical wellness has always been of interest, according to Carrie, and she believes in order for individuals to truly thrive, both the mind
and the body need to work together and grow stronger.
Casi Smith, Director of

As a forest service worker for over 15 years, her husband Brian, with a
Special Events
background in ecology, had struggled with his health and weight while
trying every diet in the book. But he had a passion for health and wellness, and ultimately was
able to develop a process that helped him get into shape. Now Brian and his wife are looking to
help others by using a similar process.



Inspire Potential



Motivate Personal Growth



Support Connections



Physical Fitness /Nutrition



Coaching for Everyone

What is so unique and different from other exercise programs? Thrive Ecology will feature newly
designed adaptive resistance exercise machines that are seen by many to be the future of
exercise. These machines combine motorized weight resistance with the use of a computer
program to create a workout featuring a very efficient use of weight. A trainer will work with
members as they use the adaptive resistance machines. In addition to the physical workout,
Thrive Ecology will also feature nutritional life coaching.
“We haven’t really come across anything like what we are trying to do”, says Carrie. “Beyond the
unique equipment, this is a very different approach to wellness. It fully embraces and enhances
the combination of physical exercise while developing one’s mental state.”

Continued on next page
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ARX in use

A Thrive Ecology membership will start off with a goal setting session that asks the questions:
What are you really looking for? What are your goals? Depending on your answers the Thrive
Ecology staff will create a personal guide that includes nutritional and mental state planning.
Carrie says, “People want to lose weight, but there are real mental barriers that keep them from
achieving this goal.” Thrive Ecology wants to help members discover and get past whatever
mental blocks they may be facing, so they can succeed physically. Support is a major aspect of
the process. Sessions with staff are important, but another part of the program features connecting with a partner, which helps the support system expand.
So, join us as Thrive Ecology holds its Launch Party on April 14th from 5:30 to 7:30 pm located at
the GESA Power House Theatre. A Chamber Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will follow on May 4th,
beginning at 12 Noon, in its new venue located at 38 East Main (Die Brucke Building) on the
second floor above Book & Game.
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Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
Andy’s Market (‘09)
Associated Appraisers of
Walla Walla, LLC (‘84)
Blue Mtn. Human Resource
Mgmt. Association(‘09)
Cascade Natural Gas (‘29)
CHS Farmers Co-op (‘40)
City of Walla Walla (‘62)
City Slickers Salon & Spa (‘13)
CliftonLarson Allen, LLP (‘43)
CMBell Company (‘05)
College Place Heating & Air
(‘69)
Cougar Crest Estate Winery
(‘08)
Country Estates (‘01)
Cummin’s Athletic Supply (‘49)
Dacon’s Environmental
Services, INC (‘06)
Dakota Well Pump & Electrical
Services, LLC (‘12)
Dawn’s Therapeutic Massage
(‘14)
Doug’s Septic Service, INC (‘95)
Elgin Appliance (‘12)
Elmenhurst Chiropractic Clinic
(‘87)
Four Star Limousine Service
(‘95)
Frosted Cupcake Shop (‘11)
Golden West Estate (‘01)
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Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
Grassi Refrigeration Service,
INC (’82)
Impress Salon (‘10)
JT Bolander CPA, LLC (‘12)
Kralman Steel Structures, INC
(‘08)
Kumo Acupuncture and
Oriental Medicine (‘15)
Little Theatre of Walla Walla
(‘87)
Maison Bleue Winery (‘14)
NW MedStar (12)
Paul Richardson Agency, INC
(‘84)
Port of Walla Walla/Regional
Airport (‘82)
Quality Inn & Suites (‘02)
Red Lion Inn & Suites (‘69)
Regency at the Park (‘13)
Stone Creek Dental Care (‘13)
Sweet Adelines Nt., Blue Mtn.
Chapter (‘02)
Swire Coca-Cola Bottling Co
(‘37)
Tamastslikt Culture Institute
(‘14)
Three Rivers Winery (‘00)
Total Office Concepts (‘34)
US Bank (‘58)
Walla Walla Carpet One (‘13)
Walla Walla Title Company
(‘50)
Walla Walla Vintners (‘00)
Wildhorse Resort & Casino
(‘00)
Windermere Real
Estate - Walla Walla (‘92)
Zalaznik & Associates, PLLC
(‘02)
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Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
Wade Robbins
President
Banner Bank
Casey Richards-Moller
Past President
Blue Mountain
Community Foundation
Brenda Breshears
Interim Secretary
Elsom Roofing, Inc.
Melissa Bieber
LoanStar Home Lending
Shannon Block
LoanStar Home Lending
Peggy Chavez-Cazier
Lloyd’s Insurance, Inc.
Tara Crain
Copier Service, Inc.
Jessica Gilmore
Walla Walla Community College
Diane Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
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Ribbon Cutting for Hayden Homes Walla Walla Community ‘15

Chamber News: fresh new look and a sharper focus…on you!
In our annual member survey, one thing seems to keep popping up as one of your favorite things
about being a Chamber member: Chamber News. So it was with a bit of trepidation and tiptoeing
that we started down the path of giving ChamberNews a facelift.
So what do you think? Notice anything different this time around?
We would love your feedback on our new design. But before you cast your vote, let me share
some of the method to our makeover madness.
Fresh look
Most design pros will tell you that it’s good to give your magazine or newsletter a little design
Steve Owens,
tweak every two or three years. Since nobody around here could even remember a previous
Director of
design for ChamberNews, we figured it was time. We’ve adopted a design template that will
Member Services
hopefully increase readability and add visual appeal by adopting more current design trends,
such as more use of color and a more linear design.
Editorial focus
ChamberNews is filled with just that, and the Chamber is about you, our members. We didn’t want to mess with what
has been working in terms of content, but we did move things around a bit so the member-focused fun stuff occupies
prime real estate within the pages. (We let the boss keep his cover story because, well…he’s the boss.)
New features
We’ve added a couple of new recurring features that you’ll see in every issue. First, Marissa Miller, our marketing manager, will be providing us with a monthly membership tip (see page 6-7). Check it out for tips and tricks for capitalizing
on the Chamber’s many features for promoting your business.
We have also added Chamber Spotlight, a not-so-in depth expose on a member of the Chamber Community (see
page 9). First we will shine the light on ourselves, then we will expand our search for interesting characters in the local
business landscape. Who knows…you could be next! If you are interested in a little self-promotion on behalf of your
business, please let us know. It’s very harmless fun.
Tell us what you think!
We’ve made some major changes this time around, but we will probably keep tinkering here and there. So we’d
love to hear your thoughts and feedback on the new-look ChamberNews. We hope you like it!

Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
Sierra Burchell
Olive Marketplace and Café
Peter Early
Abadan

Ribbon Cutting for D’Olivo ‘15

Chamber Spotlight: Tawnya Richards
Erin Hubbard
Banner Bank

What else do you do for fun?
Fishing, camping, boating, horseback riding, card games, dancing, swimming, mushroom
hunting.
What is one thing you couldn’t live without?
Hot water
Motto or personal mantra?
Put on your big girl panties and deal with it!

Andre Self
Gesa Credit Union
Tawnya Richards,
Office Manager, Walla
Walla Valley Chamber

Heather Sengsavang
Inland Cellular

of Commerce

Do you have a favorite newspaper, magazine, blog or website?
Recently I have discovered Jet.com, a great website that you can order anything from (except perishables) and have
things delivered for free. This has really cut down on the grocery store trips.
People would be surprised if they knew….?
I have had 15 major surgeries, 6 broken bones, I am an excellent shot with a gun, and used to weigh over 300 lbs.
What’s on your bucket list?
My bucket list is pretty long since I have not begun my traveling years but I would start with a cruise anywhere
warm. Then I would begin visiting the majority of our nations landmarks before exploring outside the US.
What TV show/movie are you ashamed to admit you love?
Grease because I have watched it so much that I can tell you what is going to happen next and what they are going to
say.
Inhabitants at your residence?
Izzy the Camel, 4 Paint horses, 1 American Cream Draft, 1 miniature horse, 2 donkey’s, over 50 rabbits, 1 Lab/Collie Mix,
5 French Bulldogs.
Best piece of advice you ever received?
Always be a defensive driver. This has saved me from many accidents.

Cory Spencer
United Country Walla Walla
Homes & Land
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate
Erica Walter
Premier Cellar
Bradley Beckner
Windermere Real Estate
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring Insurance

What was your very first job?
I babysat starting at the age of 14 but mowed lawns and was a lifeguard at 15 and worked for a farmer moving
sprinkler pipe.
Have any hidden talents?
Scrapbooking and I can back a long trailer.
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Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Board Chair
Keith Burghardt
Community Bank
Vice chair
Todd Brandenburg
PocketiNet Communications
2015 Walla Walla Business Summit

Treasurer
David Elmenhurst
CliftonLarsonAllen
Immediate Past Chair
Doug Simcock
Windermere Real Estate
Past Chair
Jim Peterson
Walla Walla
Community College
Secretary
David Woolson
Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce

Wow! What a Summit Line-up!

(Continued from p. 1)

4. Breakout Session—Pat McCormick, AM PM PR, Portland; Brian Hunt, Walla Walla Union Bulletin
and Pat Coussens, Todd Myers Communications, Seattle.: Strategic Business Communications:
Getting Your Message Heard!
This panel will discuss how to use various tools and strategies to get your business communications
and marketing messages heard by your target audience.
5. Breakout session—Dave Elmenhurst, CliftonLarsonAllen, Walla Walla: The Bottom Line—5 Keys
to Protect and Grow It
Dave will give you 5 critical areas to keep in mind as you do your strategic planning for your business.
6. Breakout session—Dan Kinney, Full BloomMedia, Portland:, OR.: Social Media 2.0-The Latest
Tools, Tactics and Trends
This session will give an overview of emerging social media platforms that are important tools
in your marketing and sales strategies for your business.
7. Breakout session—Shannon Bergevin, Express Employment Professionals, Walla Walla:
Rockstars: How to Find, Recruit and Retain Top Talent
There is stiff competition to find and attract great business talent to your company. This session will
give you tools to make sure you have the Rock Stars you need to
grow.
8. Breakout session—Rex Baker, Community Bank—Pendleton ,
and Joe Jacobs, Small Business Development Center—Walla
Walla: The Lifecycle of Business Financing
This panel will explore issues in developing financing plans for
business start-ups and acquisitions, business operations and
expansion as well as exit strategies and succession planning.
The Walla Walla Business Summit is the best investment you will
make this year for your business and career. Check out the Summit website for the latest information at
www.wwbizsummit.com. Call the Chamber for
tickets…this will sell out!
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2015 Walla Walla Business Summit

Board of Directors
continued
Meagan
Anderson-Pira
Children’s Home Society
Shannon
Bergevin
Express Employment
Professionals
Roger Esparza
WilliamsTeamHomes
Doug Henry
Ace Hardware

Bleeding Barrels: Topping off Reininger 2014 Columbia Valley Syrah vintage from Phinny Hill Vineyard

Walla Walla—A Unique Sense of Place (continued from

page 2)

What is the genesis of these and other cultural traits? They were not born of the wine industry. They
are inherent in our entire community, a gift of our Walla Walla Valley heritage. They are the traits
that allow a community to overcome floods and forest fires, to revive its 50% vacant downtown
business core by rediscovering its past and creating a vision for its future. They are traits that fuel a
passion for both performing and visual arts, our museums, and inspire an incredible culinary scene
that’s addicted to farm-to-table foods. They are traits that encourage sustainable agricultural
practices and environmental stewardship. They are traits that developed our valley into one of the
nation’s best wine regions for tourism. They are the traits that brought a community together to host
the Gentleman of the Road Tour. They are traits that motivated a community college to be the best
in the nation. They are traits that make Walla Walla so convivial that it was named the Friendliest
Small Town in America.
All sectors of our Walla Walla community contribute and shape its terroir. Visitors travel from all
over the world to experience Walla Walla’s special and unique sense of place.
The things we do best, we do together!
EXPERIENCE “CELEBRATE WALLA WALLA VALLEY WINE” JUNE 16-18, 2016
Join more than 60 Walla Walla Valley winemakers, three internationally known guest winemakers,
two Master Sommeliers and four celebrated chefs in exploring one of the world’s most renowned
grape varieties – Cabernet Sauvignon. Taste and compare wines from the Walla Walla Valley, the
Bordeaux region of France, Napa Valley and Millahue, Chile during a captivating winemaker panel.
Participate in special tastings of rare vintage wines and intimate winemaker dinners. Mix and mingle
with acclaimed winemakers and chefs. Celebrate Walla Walla Valley Wine.

Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Adam Keatts
Banner Bank
Monty Knittel
Walla Walla
General Hospital
Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery
Steve Rose
Walla Walla University
Tom Scribner
Minnick-Hayner
Les Teel
Columbia REA

Advertise Your Business
or Special Event Here!
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year. Your advertisement
can be in over 1,000 copies of this publication Send us your
print ready as and it will be distributed throughout the Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850
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The Things we do best, we do together

Calendar of Events
April 12
Brookdale College Place
550 E. Whitman Drive, College Place

Administrative
Team
David Woolson
President/CEO

Casi Smith
Director of Special Events

Gesa Power House Theatre
111 N. 6th Avenue, Walla Walla

Ribbon Cutting for Thrive Ecology - May 4
38 E. Main Street, Suite 208, Walla Walla

Steve Owens
Director of Member Services

Marissa Miller
Manager/
Marketing & Operations

Walla Walla Business Summit - May 13
Courtyard by Marriott Walla Walla
550 W. Rose Street, Walla Walla

Tawnya Richards
Office Manager

