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Farewell to a Friend
I was extremely shocked and saddened by the death of Duane Wollmuth last
month. Duane was a friend and a talented community leader. His loss is a big
one for not just the wine industry but our entire Walla Walla Valley.
Duane was Executive Director of the Walla Walla Valley Wine Alliance for the
last 5 years. He had many accomplishments in his tenure. He led the Alliance to
new heights. Duane created and built the immensely successful Celebrate event.
The Celebrate event has put Walla Walla wine on a global stage and brought
David Woolson,
consumers,
industry and international press. Duane created the Alaska Air Taste
President and CEO
and Tote program and was very helpful as we worked together on the Chamber’s Air Coalition to retain air service.
Duane was also very involved in other aspects of the community. He served on the Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors and Visit Walla Walla. Duane used his background in market
research and led a key research project on our growing homelessness issue. He also created the
Barrel of Money promotion to raise funds for the Food Bank.
I admired Duane’s intelligence, drive and passion for life and the community. He had a great sense of
humor and a bag full of bad jokes he would pull out. He loved his “Man Cave” which was home to lots
of noisy Seahawk games and the trophies of his hunting trips. Of all of his interests and passions, his
fantastic wife Mary was always at the top of the list. We always laughed about how we both did at
least one thing right. He was a very proud father and grandfather with two lovely daughters. I wish
them all strength and peace in the days ahead.
So, unfortunately, I am approaching the age where this kind of news is becoming all too common. It is
a painful but powerful reminder that life is short, this is not a rehearsal, and that 98.9% of the things
we worry about just don’t matter. We need to take the time to enjoy it, tell our friends how much
they mean to us and count our many blessings that make this life worth living.
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Duane Wollmuth served as head of The Walla Walla Valley Wine Alliance since 2011

A special thank
you to all of our
Visionary
members

Education as a Path to Economic Growth
In December, Roger Esparza, Community Council Board President, shared excitement regarding the Community Council’s 2015-16 study topic, “Education as a Path to Economic
Growth.”
That study is now complete. 31 community members spent countless hours learning about
education and regional economic development. Conclusions regarding relationships
between the two were derived. Recommendations have been made. The economic
strength, vitality, and resilience of our Walla Walla region depend upon implementing the
recommendations.
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A major conclusion states; “Investing in human capital – an individual’s knowledge, abilities,
and experiences – is central to creating economic growth. Not only does human capital drive
Community College
innovation, which generates increased productivity, but a well-educated workforce can
attract employers from outside the region.” This conclusion could never be more relevant
than during current times of economic change and uncertainty.
Walla Walla

The study committee examined education from early learning (including prenatal) to postsecondary. Our valley has a
wonderful array of educational resources -- from early learning programs to colleges. We have a rich tapestry of enrichment programs and activities which strengthen human capital development. Yet, educational achievement is
currently below what will be needed for the future. According to the Lumina Foundation, approximately 70% of our
population will need more than a high school education to satisfy future workforce needs. More people must complete high school or equivalent and acquire additional knowledge and skills.
Here are a few of the 19 detailed recommendations that our business community can support and influence.


Improve our community’s understanding of and commitment to high quality education as a
significant contributor to regional economic growth. This can’t be only at bond/levy election times, but a deep
commitment that helps guide strategic investment of scarce funds.



Increase educational attainment at all levels and track progress. The report recommends that by 2025, 60% of
adults in our region have a postsecondary degree, certificate, or credential from an accredited institution.
Currently in Walla Walla County 38% of adults have an Associate’s degree or higher.
Continued on page 11
The rate is Columbia County is 32%, and in Milton-Freewater 19%.

Monty Knittel, Scott Abajian and Shannon Smith-McKeown man the grill during a Member Appreciation BBQ in the Chamber parking lot.

Members’ NewsFlash
Wine & Wellness at Three Rivers Winery—August 14. Sundays are the perfect
opportunity to get centered and ready for the week ahead, and they can also be fun! Join
Three Rivers Winery for Wine & Wellness on August 14 as they bring together
health-conscious yoga, delicious and nutritious breakfast fare, and a palate-rewarding
selection of wines; all to be enjoyed in their beautiful outdoor setting, featuring views of
the Blue Mountains and surrounding nature. All attendees will receive a gift bag with
items from Three Rivers Winery, Revolver Yoga, and Sipid Bites to take with them. $50 for
wine club / $55 for non-members. Please call 526-9463 for more information.
Josephine Fox at Kontos Cellars—August 27. Love the sounds of
Paramore, Sam Cook, and Alicia Keys? Then you are going to love the
sounds of Josephine Fox! A band that can blend pop, r&b, funk, and
soul, with vocals to kill! Wines available by the glass or bottle during the
event and Kontos Cellars will have hot and fresh made-to-order tamales
by none other than Horte and Mamita, available on site for purchase.
For more information, please call 509-386-4471.
Applications sought for Leadership Walla Walla. Leadership Walla Walla, co-sponsored
by Walla Walla Community College and the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce, is
an 8-month (one day per month) seminar series aimed at all qualified men and women
who actively participate in community roles. Leadership Walla Walla builds civic
awareness and leadership skills, beginning with an opening work session in September,
followed by a series of eight day-long monthly sessions, one each in October through May.
Applications can be found online at www.wwcc.edu/community. Click on Leadership
Walla Walla. Applications should be returned to: Jodi Worden, Extended Learning
Coordinator, Leadership Walla Walla, 500 Tausick Way, Walla Walla, WA 99362. For more
information, please call Jodi Worden at 509-527-4561. Applications will be accepted
through August 22nd.

WALLA WALLA FAIR & FRONTIER DAYS
AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 4, 2016
The 2016 Walla Walla Frontier Days
represents the Sesquicentennial (150th)
Anniversary of the oldest fair in the state
of Washington!
Enjoy exhibits from handcrafts to food
preservation, photography to livestock.
A PRCA approved rodeo will be held each
night at 7pm.The Demolition Derby will
be held Thursday evening beginning at
6pm. Popular country music artists
Montgomery Gentry will be performing
Wednesday night on the Main Arena
Stage. Kids can take a "Walk on the Wild
Side" when they get up close and
personal with exotic animal ambassadors.
A complete schedule of events is online
at wallawallafairgrounds.com.
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La Monarca means “The Monarch” or “The Butterfly”

Casi’s Corner—La Monarca
I am proud to highlight another top Chamber business in this month’s
newsletter!
La Monarca owner Efrain Reyes was born in a small town called Junapeo in the
state of Michoacan, Mexico. While he was brought to the United States at an
early age, he says he returns to Mexico whenever he can.
Because of his Hispanic heritage, Efrain has always loved Mexican food and
decided to buy a food truck to prove it (and serve it)! He’s been in business
Casi Smith, Director of Special
with his wife Nadia for about 6 years now and they call their company, La
Events
Monarca (The Monarch or The Butterfly). You’ll notice the beautiful butterfly
designed on their colorful orange food truck as it moves from place to place throughout town.
Focusing on street food from Efrain’s state of Michoacan, Efrain says he tried to keep his food as
authentic as possible. I recently hired La Monarca for my family reunion held at Basel Cellars for an
evening dinner. As I thoroughly checked around town for the best food trucks in town, La Monarca
kept coming up at the top of everyone’s list. So, I took everyone’s advice…and I’m glad I did! Efrain
and family arrived early, easily set into place and got to cooking for over 60 members of our family.
Honestly, I am not generally a fan of Mexican food, but Efrain’s cuisine changed my mind! The taste
was exquisite and possessed a flavor I’ve never had before while thoroughly enjoying every bite! A
hearty helping, all entrees were served with beans and rice with servings so generous, even my big,
husky farm cousins ate enough to fulfill their hearty appetites!

Continued on next page
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Efrain recently studied and graduated (2014) from the Wine country Culinary
Institute in Walla Walla, so besides his natural talents and skills preparing his own country’s
cuisine, he has it down! He says, “As a certified Chef, I also like to think of myself as a
“Taquero” or taco maker with more culinary skills. I think food should be simple, but full of
flavor.“ He adds, “I keep believing that to be true because every time I return to Mexico, I fall
in love with its cuisine all over again.”
Efrain says he wants to share his country’s food textures and simplicity of its
dishes with the United States and share them with everybody! Well, Efrain, I know you already have a great head start serving throughout the Walla Walla valley! Keep up the excellent work as you serve delicious platefuls one at a time! Truly Delicious! Walla Walla is lucky
to have you!
Efrain tries to keep his food as authentic as possible,
focusing on street food from his native state of
Michoacan.

You’ll notice the beautiful butterfly designed on their colorful orange food truck as it moves from place to place throughout town.

5

Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
1-2-3 Printing (‘05)
Big Cheese Pizza (‘03)
Brasserie Four (‘13)
Bright’s Candies (‘04)
City Center Motel (‘61)
Coachman, Inc (‘80)
Dunham Cellars (‘93)
Exchange Club of
Walla Walla (‘13)
Farwest Materials (‘00)
Hawkins Law, PLLC (‘01)
Holiday Inn Express (‘00)
Inn at Blackberry Creek (‘01)
L’Ecole No. 41 (‘94)
Marcus Whitman Hotel &
Conference Center (‘99)
Newcomb Architecture (‘12)
Oil Can Henry’s (‘08)
Opp & Seibold General
Construction, Inc (‘84)
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Welcome To Our Newest Members!
Marla June’s Clothing Company / marlajunes.com / 541-379-8940
Fashion and Fun. It’s All About You. At Marla June’s, we have spent the last decade creating a
boutique where the customer comes first. We always seek to create a shopping environment that
makes for a fun, comfortable and rewarding experience.

Tri-City Americans/ amshockey.com / 509-736-0606
The Tri-City Americans are a major junior ice hockey team of the Western Hockey League, based
in Kennewick, Washington. Players are drafted into the National Hockey League. The team
plays 72 games every season, with 36 home games at the Toyota Center.

Photo Roundup
Thank you to everyone who attended the following Chamber events! Please enjoy
our roundup of some of the best photos from our most recent events.

Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
Penrod Kennels (‘11)
Red Hot Coffee Pot (‘15)
Red Monkey Downtown (‘09)
Rodda Paint Co. (‘12)
Saviah Cellars (‘12)
Shiki Hibachi Sushi, Inc (‘15)
The Mom’s Network (‘12)
Vacasa (‘15)

Ribbon Cutting for Marla June’s Clothing Company

Veterans Memorial
Golf Course (‘15)
Walla Walla Country Club (‘83)
Walla Walla Dental Care (‘82)
Walla Walla Sew &
Vac & Spas (‘00)
Walla Walla
Valley Honda (‘14)
Whitman Place (‘14)
Worksource Walla Walla (‘62)
Yale Glass Company, Inc (‘80)

Business After Hours at Gala Realty Group

Please join us this month for BAH at:
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Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
Melissa Bieber
President
LoanStar Home Lending
Andre Selfa
Vice President
Gesa Credit Union
CGI Communications is an innovative company helping small to medium sized businesses with their online marketing & advertising.

Peter Early
Secretary
Abadan

Forming New Partnerships to bring you New Benefits!
We can do it all here at the Chamber! Except when we can’t. What we will always
do, however, is seek out new ways to bring added value to your membership. And
we’ve discovered an opportunity that I think many of you will find exciting.

Wade Robbins
Past President
Banner Bank

Casey Richards-Moller
Blue Mountain
Community Foundation
Shannon Block
LoanStar Home Lending
Peggy Chavez-Cazier
Lloyd’s Insurance, Inc.

Steve Owens,
Director of

The Walla Walla Valley Chamber has entered into an agreement with CGI
Communications, Inc., to bring you a wide array of digital media tools that will
boost your marketing presence through video, mobile app, and SEO and analytics
services. CGI will help you leverage digital media to network, attract and inform
customers, and track it all through local stories, mobile communication tools and
attractive, custom videos combined to connect you with your audience. CGI’s
digital video tools allow your business to be accessible 24/7, and educate and
inform new web visitors by sending online content without you having to lift a
finger.

Member Services

CGI Communications, Inc. (Rochester, N.Y.) was founded in 1987 and built on
developing relationships with small- to medium-sized business communities,
whether through the local municipality or the Chamber of Commerce. They have built strong ties to
organizations such as the National League of Cities, The Association of Chamber of Commerce
Executives and the Western Association of Chamber Executives. The city of Walla Walla has also
worked with CGI, and CGI’s now a member of the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce. CGI
works with more than 50 Chambers of Commerce nationwide, including several in Washington and
the Pacific Northwest that use this program with their members. We have spoken with several
regional Chambers currently working with CGI, and all have given glowing recommendations.
CGI’s services include video production, web and graphic design, reputation management, search
engine optimization and marketing, real-time event posting and social media management and
analytics. CGI will also partner with local videographers and other digital media professionals to deliver products and services to Chamber member businesses.
In the coming weeks, we will be sharing more information about this exciting new opportunity, and
a representative of CGI will be visiting Walla Walla to meet with local businesses. We will also be
developing some of our own Chamber of Commerce promotional materials that will be designed to
promote you - our local businesses, as well as the Walla Walla Valley and the Chamber of Commerce.
For more information about CGI Communications, you may visit their website at
www.cgicompany.com.
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Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
Tara Crain
Copier Service, Inc.

Diane Pease
Windermere Real Estate

Ribbon Cutting for Ceremonial Wool, located at 2200 Melrose Street, Suite 5 in Walla Walla.

Sierra Burchell
Olive Marketplace and Café

Chamber Spotlight: Steve Owens
1. What else do you do for fun?
Work at the Chamber of Commerce…Oh, you mean other than that?
Road trips with my family, exercise, read, golf, hang with friends, chill with my dog.

Erin Hubbard
Banner Bank

2. What is one thing you couldn’t live without?
Music.
3. Motto or personal mantra?
"If you cannot be the master of your language, you must be its slave. If you cannot
examine your thoughts, you have no choice but to think them, however silly they
may be." - Richard Mitchell

Steve Owens,
Director of
Member Services

4. Do you have a favorite newspaper, magazine, blog or website?
uwdawgpound.com
5. People would be surprised if they knew….?
I was diagnosed with stomach cancer when I was 35…and 45.
I worked as personal security for David Lee Roth (for a day).
I won three spelling bees when I was 12 (one more and I would have made it to the Scripps National
Spelling Bee…the one on TV).

Cory Spencer
United Country Walla Walla
Homes & Land
Erica Walter
Premier Cellar
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate

Stephanie Wright
Community Bank

6. What’s on your bucket list?
Taking my family to Europe
7. What TV show/movie are you ashamed to admit you love?
TV Show: The Royals. There are a few, really, but that’s by far the worst…
8. Inhabitants at your residence?
Wife, two daughters (one currently home for the summer from College!), two dogs.
9. Best piece of advice you ever received?
Don’t get married until you’re 30.
11. What was your very first job?
Wrangler, Water-skiing instructor/driver at a guest ranch in Montana.
12. Have any hidden talents?
Yes, some of them so well-hidden that I’m still looking for them…
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Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Board Chair
Keith Burghardt
Community Bank
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Vice chair
Todd Brandenburg
PocketiNet Communications
Treasurer
David Elmenhurst
CliftonLarsonAllen
Immediate Past Chair
Doug Simcock
Windermere Real Estate
Past Chair
Jim Peterson
Walla Walla
Community College
Secretary
David Woolson
Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce

Duane loved Walla Walla and told everyone he came in contact with about the wonderful people, landscape and perfect pace
of life in the valley.

Farewell to a Friend

(continued from page 1)

I am grateful that Duane and I crossed paths 5 years ago. We always said that we would have
been the goofy knuckleheads in the back of study hall if we would have known each other in high
school with Wollmuth and Woolson winding up the alphabetical seating chart.
The last time I spoke to Duane, I called him to let him know that a buddy of mine in Miami just
got back from Havana and he sent me a bunch of Cuban cigars. We were making plans to hook up
in the Man Cave with some Pendleton. Damn it!
So, goodbye Duane. You
have left behind many
friends that will miss
you greatly. Please
know that you left Walla Walla a better place
and me a better person
because you were here.
Good night my friend.

Walla Walla Valley Wine Alliance Executive Director, Duane
Wollmuth.
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Board of Directors
continued
Meagan
Anderson-Pira
Children’s Home Society
Shannon
Bergevin
Express Employment
Professionals
Roger Esparza
WilliamsTeamHomes

Education as a Path to Economic Growth




(continued from page 2)

Reduce or eliminate financial barriers for students seeking a postsecondary credential. This might entail a fund that
enables every regional high school graduate to attend the first two years of college. It might require employer/
business assistance.
Reduce or eliminate differences in educational achievement that are associated with race,
ethnicity, gender, and income. A healthy economy needs everyone.

Doug Henry
Ace Hardware
Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Adam Keatts
Banner Bank

Our Chamber membership can directly support other recommendations:


Develop a mechanism through which businesses, governmental agencies, nonprofits, educators, and students can
engage in partnership activities, including cooperative learning, job-shadowing, mentorships, internships, and
volunteering.



Sponsor collaborative activities that teach entrepreneurialism, financial literacy, and career
readiness by sponsoring a Junior Achievement or other enrichment class (JA class sponsorship costs about $500)



Help employees continue their education to achieve new learning and workplace credentials through tuition assistance or release time.



Help employees acquire high quality early learning experiences for their preschool-aged children. It is critical that
children become kindergarten-ready so they enter school ready to learn.



Enable employees to volunteer in schools, especially to expand STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)
learning, entrepreneurial learning, and to share workplace expectations.

Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery
Steve Rose
Walla Walla University
Les Teel
Columbia REA

A “business as usual” approach will not generate results the study seeks. Yet, the business sector can make a huge,
positive difference. An implementation task force is being formed. To get a copy of the final report visit
www.wwcommunity council.org. To get involved, contact Catherine Veninga (529-0119) or Mary Campbell (509-5406720) at Community Council. Email: cveninga@wwcommunitycouncil.org.

Advertise Your Business
or Special Event Here!
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year. Your advertisement
can be in over 1,000 copies of this publication Send us your
print ready as and it will be distributed throughout the Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850
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Calendar of Events

Business After Hours—August 9 (5:30pm)
Frontier Days Foundation
363 Orchard Street
Business After Hours—September 13 (5:30pm)
Providence St. Mary Cancer Center
401 W. Poplar Street
Business Awards Showcase—September 14 (5:30pm)
Baker Boyer
7 W. Main Street

Administrative
Team
David Woolson
President/CEO

Casi Smith
Director of Special Events

Steve Owens
Director of Member Services

Marissa Miller
Manager/
Marketing & Operations

Tawnya Richards
Office Manager

