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And The Nominees Are….!
One of the things I love about the Chamber is you get to learn about local
businesses that are enjoying success and doing great things. We have a very
interesting and diverse business community in the Walla Walla Valley. The
Chamber wants to celebrate your success. That is what the Business Awards
Showcase is all about!

David Woolson,
President and CEO

Each September, the Chamber teams up with Baker Boyer to present the
Business Awards Showcase. This year will be the 10th Annual Showcase and it
will be held on Wednesday, September 14th in the lobby of the Main Branch of
Baker Boyer. Joining me to host the evening will be President & CEO Mark
Kajita. It is going to be a fun and exciting evening! Please mark your calendars.

Business Awards
Showcase
nominations will be
accepted until August 1st.
There are

So, why am I bringing up the Showcase already? Well, glad you asked! Our nominations for the
Awards are open now. Do you know of a company or organization that deserves recognition? We
want to know about it!
You can even nominate yourself. Don’t be shy! The nomination form is quick to fill out and has some
specific questions for each award category. We will forward your nominations on to our Nomination
and Selection Committees who will make the final determination of the winners in each category.
Companies receiving nominations need to be Chamber members.
The Business Awards Showcase celebrates success in seven categories:
Business of the Year: Recognizes a business for their contribution to the community.
Not-For-Profit Organization of the Year: Recognizes best business practices in a 501c (3), 501c (4) or
501c (6).
Sweet Service Walla Walla: Recognizes a business or not-for-profit organization with exceptional
customer service.
Health & Wellness Award: Recognizes outstanding commitment to employee wellness and personal
development in the workplace.
Catalyst Award: Recognizes an individual, business or organization that collaborates and motivates
to make BIG things happen in the Walla Walla Valley.
$mart Business Award: Recognizes outstanding commitment to environmentally friendly sound
business practices. This award is given to both a large and small businesses by the Sustainable Living
Center.
Continued on page 10

Hannah McDonald of Brasserie Four (2nd from left) accepts the 2015 Sweet Service Award

nomination forms
available at the Chamber
or on our website at

wwvchamber.com.
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The Rise of Independent Labor
Some experts call it the flex economy, but it is also known as the gig, online, or on-demand
economy, with some even referring to it as the Uberization of work. Whatever name you
prefer, this trend represents a significant shift in the labor market, as more workers take on
contract and freelance work, rather than traditional employee positions.

Banner Bank
Capps Broadcast
Group

Some of this shift is fueled by the app-based technology that powers companies like Uber
and Airbnb. But even traditional companies are using more contract workers as they seek to
save direct labor costs and focus more on their core competencies.

Columbia REA
Shannon Bergevin,

Gesa Credit Union

Express Employment

What do today’s workers have to say about it? A survey conducted by Express Employment
Professionals shows the concept is gaining a lot of interest:

Professionals

Inland Cellular

KUJ
Pacific Power
PocketiNet
Walla Walla
Union-Bulletin
Wine Valley
Golf Club
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40 percent said they want to be an independent contractor, but don’t know where to start



16 percent are currently taking steps to become an independent contractor



14 percent said the independent contractor lifestyle doesn’t appeal to them



13 percent don’t want to leave the stability of a full-time job



9 percent are currently working as an independent contractor

The Implications for employers
Today’s businesses can expect that this trend will continue to grow. In fact, a Deloitte survey found that 42 percent of
executives expect to increase the use of contingent workers in the next three to five years.
What will tomorrow’s businesses look like? Some experts point to tech giant Apple as a striking example of what is
possible. Apple actually employs fewer than 10 percent of the million-plus workers who make and sell its products,
according to a New York Times article.
However, experts warn that this scale may not be feasible in all industries. In particular, companies must make sure
they can keep contract or freelance workers up to speed on the compliance and training
Continued on page 11
that are integral for the businesses.

Business After Hours at Brookdale College Place—April 12, 2016

Members’ NewsFlash
Cinema Under the Stars—June 3. Join Castillo De Feliciana for Cinema Under the Stars! Doors open at
7:00 and movie starts at sundown. All ages are welcome. Tonight’s feature film will be ‘The Sandlot!’ For
more information, call (541) 558-3656.
The Sweets vs Victoria Harbour Cats—June 3, 4 & 5. The Walla Walla Sweets
baseball team hosts the Victoria Harbour Cats at Borleske stadium. Game starts
at 7:05.**SUNDAY GAMES begin at 5:05. For more information or to purchase
tickets, visit wallawallasweets.com.

HOT DOGS of Walla Walla—June 11. Join the Walla Walla County Sheriff’s Foundation & Walla Walla
Valley Honda on Saturday, June 11, from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm, to meet K-9 dog, Gudy, and his handler.
Enjoy a free hot dog and drink at the Honda dealership. Take a look at the Search & Rescue Humvee that
the foundation helped restore and meet the volunteers who make up the Walla Walla County Sheriff's
Foundation! Walla Walla Valley Honda is located at 1240 SE Commercial Dr., College Place, off of Hwy 125.
For more information please visit www.ww-sf.org.

Walla Walla Sweet Onion Festival
The 32nd Annual Walla Walla Sweet
Onion Festival returns to downtown
Walla Walla June 18 & 19. The
two-day family event features live
music, an array of vendors, chef
demonstrations, 5k fun run, and more.
Want to volunteer? Join the
Funion—be a part of the Onion Ring
today and enjoy this Sweet weekend!
Visit sweetonions.org for complete,
up-to-date festival information.

Little Watts: “Vladimir Goes for Gold!”—June 15. WW Valley Honda and Gesa Credit Union present
"Vladimir Goes for Gold" - live theater for young audiences at Gesa Power House Theatre on Wednesday,
June 15 at 6:30PM. Vladimir Cashewninski is a young athlete training for the Olympics. On the night before
his big day, he dreams about the first Olympic Games. Reserved seating tickets ($10 Adult, $7 Youth) are
available at www.phtww.com or by calling the box office at 509-529-6500.
Celebrate Walla Walla Valley Wine—June 16-19. Join more than 60 Walla Walla Valley winemakers,
three internationally known guest winemakers, two Master Sommeliers and four celebrated chefs in
exploring one of the world’s most renowned grape varieties – Cabernet Sauvignon. A full schedule of
events is available online at wallawallawine.com/celebrate/.
Walla Walla Chamber Music Festival—thru June 25. Amazing artists, intimate venues and the greatest
music of all time can be found at the Walla Walla Chamber Music festival, sponsored by Banner Bank, June
2-25. A full schedule of festival events and tickets can be found online at wwcmf.org.
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The relaxed environment in the historic Guernsey-Sturdevant building showcases the variety of art available.

Casi’s corner - Wenaha Gallery

Select your art from Wenaha’s
extensive collection.

*Written by Alexander Wagner

The Wenaha Gallery, located in historic downtown Dayton continues to elevate
while expanding the growing arts and culture scene of the Walla Walla Valley.

Alexander Wagner is currently
serving as a Chamber Intern.
He is attending Walla Walla
University with studies in
Business & Finance.



Original paintings

The gallery’s owners, Ed and Pat Harri, hold strong ties to the Dayton area. Ed
grew up in Dayton, and had an appreciation for art at an early age, while Pat’s
first love was also art. In fact, the two married 44 years ago because Pat
wouldn’t sell Ed one of her oil paintings!



Limited edition prints



Bronze and wood sculpture



Pottery

They opened the Wenaha Gallery in 1993, and since then it has become a
staple in Dayton. Located in the restored Guernsey-Sturdevant Building, the
gallery really fits in well with its surroundings, and within the community. Even
when they aren’t holding custom framing events and monthly art shows, there
is always reason to check in and see what’s new.



Books and videos



Gifts



Photography



Custom conservation
framing

Recently, they have featured water color and acrylic works from Northwest artists, Jill Ingram and
Steve Henderson. In the past, some of the most popular original items have been created by local
artists; Granite turntables, from Terry Hoon of Dayton, as well as bronze, stone, and metal morel
mushrooms crafted by Walla Walla sculptor Andy de la Maza. The gallery also maintains a broad
selection of fine art prints, canvases and giclées by more than 100 nationally recognized artists. What
are giclées, you ask? Well, the name originally applied to fine art prints created on Iris printers in a
process invented in the late 1980s, but has since come to mean any inkjet print. Meanwhile,
Wenaha Gallery also aims to collaborate with their artists. They give artists a chance to expose their
work, through placement in the gallery, as well as featuring it on their website and social media
platforms.
Continued on next page
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They offer:

Located at 219 E. Main Street in Dayton

Ed and Pat Harri currently live in Salem, Oregon where Ed is the assistant dean and professor
of law at Willamette University College of Law, and Pat is currently working in medical technology while continuing to practice framing design. Though still involved with the gallery, it is
not possible to oversee the everyday operations. Lael Loyd is the manager who has been with
the team since 2004. She is a certified picture framer (CPF) and works in all aspects of the
gallery, including framing, management, and marketing. When talking about what happens
on most days, Lael says she gets people looking for specific pieces of art, and also those who
are wandering in just wanting to learn more. She mentions that “one of the joys of the gallery
is meeting people and hearing their stories.”
The gallery also features original works by
outstanding Pacific Northwest artists.

So, next time you find yourself in Dayton, be sure to stop by the Wenaha Gallery. Say “hello”
to Lael and check out some of the original pieces from a number of different artists. She
invites you to experience the limited edition prints, custom conservation framing. Also, porcelain figurines, art books, and note cards are
just a few of the many gift ideas available.

The gallery’s artistic consultants select every piece of art for inspiring and thoughtful beauty, satisfaction of ownership and long-term value.
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Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
Alder Family Dental (‘13)
Camp Fire
Walla Walla (‘01)
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of
Walla Walla (‘15)
City of College Place (‘84)

Lash Loft Walla Walla / lashloftwallawalla.com / 876-8776
Lash Loft Walla Walla Bringing GLAM to you beautiful ladies! Eyelash extensions, sleek brows,
lash and brow tint, microblading, threading and wax lounge

eCLAT Social Media Management /eclatcreativegroup.com / 876-7974
éCLAT means ''dazzling effect'', ''brilliant, conspicuous success'' or ''to create a sensation.'' We
help you do that by offering social media management for businesses and professional use. We
trend for you! Our three core values are: Protection. Distinction. Reputation.

jont Pedicab Service / jontpedicabs.com / (541) 203-0748

Coldwell Banker
First Realtors (‘75)

jont is the only eco-friendly taxi in Walla Walla! We serve the downtown area with a quick jont,
or maybe a tour of the eateries, tasting rooms or shops.

Conner’s Flooring
and Design (‘01)

Overstock Outlet / find us on facebook! / 876-8512

Cost Less Carpet (‘06)
D’Olivo (‘06)
Doyle Electric (‘77)
elevate (‘14)
Enhanced Dental Care
of Walla Walla (‘10)
Farmers Insurance—
Lynn Clark (‘84)
Fort Walla
Walla Museum (‘95)
Hayden Homes (‘08)
Jeff Callow (‘99)
Jonathan M. Wainwright VA
Medical Center (‘96)
Judy’s Copy & Postal (‘10)
Klicker Berries
& Antiques (‘04)
Koncrete Industries (‘91)

6

Welcome To Our Newest Members!

We sell overstock and box-damaged NEW items from major department and online stores at 40%
to 60% off normal retail price. We also sell customer returned items from these same stores at an
even better discount. Come treasure hunt with us today!

Paragon Auto Sales / usedcarswallawalla.com / 876-4808
Paragon Auto Sales is the perfect choice for your next purchase of a previously owned car, truck or
SUV. We built our business on old fashioned values. Our goal is to provide the best experience
possible so you and your family make Paragon Auto Sales part of your extended family for years
to come.

Refresh Consulting / refreshyourconsulting.com / (206) 915-4836
Business Management Consulting. I consult owners on startups and business development.

April/May Photo Roundup
Thank you to everyone who attended the following Chamber events! Please
enjoy our roundup of some of the best photos from our most recent events.

Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
Lodmell Cellars (‘12)
Mr. Ed’s Restaurant (‘09)
Odom NW Beverage (‘78)
Rotary Club of
Walla Walla (‘10)
Sinclair Estate Vineyards (‘10)
Sykes Enterprises (‘11)
Tom’s Cycles and
Power Products (‘12)

From left: Habitat for Humanity Groundbreaking Ceremony, Thrive Ecology Launch Party and Whitman Place Ribbon Cutting .

Vision Source
Walla Walla (‘04)
Wagner Landscaping (‘06)
Walla Walla
Builders Supply (‘96)
Walla Walla County Wheat
Growers Association (‘83)
Walla Walla Organics (‘14)
Walla Walla
Pediatric Dentistry (‘14)

From left: Downtown Farmers Market Ribbon Cutting, VA Canteen’s Famers Market Ribbon Cutting and May Business After
Hours at Pahlisch Homes.

Please join us this month for BAH at:

Walla Walla River Estate (‘14)
Walla Walla
Sheriffs Foundation (‘12)
Walla Walla
Valley Academy (‘09)
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Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
Melissa Bieber
President
LoanStar Home Lending
Andre Selfa
Vice President
Gesa Credit Union
Rolling Hills & Spectacular Views Abound at Wine Valley Golf Club

Peter Early
Secretary
Abadan

Save The Date! The Chamber Business Golf Classic is July 14
“Golf is so popular simply because it’s the best game in the world at which to be
bad.” - A.A. Milne
Who knew that the man who gave us Pooh Bear was also a golfer, or at least a golf

Wade Robbins
Past President
Banner Bank

philosopher…and a good one at that. For he truly captured the essence of the
game that so many love to hate, or hate to love.
So good golfer or bad, it’s time to round up your foursome and sign up for our

Casey Richards-Moller
Blue Mountain
Community Foundation
Shannon Block
LoanStar Home Lending

Steve Owens,

Chamber Business Classic golf scramble at Wine Valley. Whether you love golf or

Director of

simply love a day out one of the best golf courses in the region, you’re sure to

Member Services

have a good time. Columbia REA is once again our title sponsor for this beautiful
day at Wine Valley, slated for Thursday, July 14. Your day will include all the range

balls you can hit, several pre-round contests, including the Columbia REA Dream Drop, countless
other prizes, an 11 a.m. Shotgun start (note new, earlier start time!), lunch (sponsored by Total

Peggy Chavez-Cazier
Lloyd’s Insurance, Inc.

Office Concepts and provided by Jimmy John’s), prize raffle and post-round awards barbecue
brought to you by our friends at Wing and a Prayer Barbecue! Registration will open at 9 a.m., so be
sure to get there earlier to take your best shot

Tara Crain
Copier Service, Inc.
Diane Pease
Windermere Real Estate

at the putting and chipping contests.
Walla Walla Valley Honda will be back again as
our Hole-in-one contest host, so you’ll also get
another shot at winning a brand new car, as
Jim Sanders (Public House 124) did last year!

Players await the Shotgun Start
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Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
Sierra Burchell
Olive Marketplace and Café
Erin Hubbard
Banner Bank

Downtown Farmer’s Market Ribbon Cutting—April 30, 2016

Business Golf Classic Corporate Challenge
Everybody wins!
We would also like to invite all Chamber members

Cory Spencer
United Country Walla Walla
Homes & Land
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate

who sign up with a team to participate in our
inaugural Corporate Challenge. Here is how it works:
1.

Erica Walter
Premier Cellar

Just “challenge” or invite another business to

compete against your team in the Business Classic
golf tournament. (This is a side competition. Teams

Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring Insurance

participating in the Corporate Challenge are still eligiThe Columbia REA crew preps for the Dream Drop

2.

ble for any and all Business Classic prizes, etc.)

Once the challenge is accepted, both teams agree to make a charitable contribution of a

Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate

predetermined amount of their choice (money, time, other items of value).
3.

The winning team gets to choose which local charitable organization receives both teams’
donations!

This is a terrific way to support and recognize the hard work and tireless efforts of so many people in
our community…not to mention a great way to earn bragging rights over your vanquished opponent

Robyn Gett
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

Stephanie Wright
Community Bank

for at least a year! So get your team together and call out your business pals around town. This will be
a lot of fun!
You may download a team/player registration form online, and pay your entry fee via Paypal, on
the Chamber website at wwvchamber.com.
Don’t miss this great day on the links at Wine Valley, Thursday, July 14!
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Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Board Chair
Keith Burghardt
Community Bank
Vice chair
Todd Brandenburg
PocketiNet Communications
Treasurer
David Elmenhurst
CliftonLarsonAllen
The Youth Entrepreneur Award recognizes kids who organize and manage their own successful business

Immediate Past Chair
Doug Simcock
Windermere Real Estate
Past Chair
Jim Peterson
Walla Walla
Community College

And The Nominees Are….!
Youth Entrepreneur of the Year: Recognizes kids, grade K through 12 who create and operate a
business venture.
So please join us to celebrate our business community’s collective success at the Business Awards
Showcase! It will be a fun evening. We have a very talented group of companies, organizations and
individuals that are doing great things here in the Valley. This is the night we can say “Great job!”

Secretary
David Woolson
Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce

Join us September 14! Tickets are $25 and are available online or by calling the Chamber at 525-0850.
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Board of Directors
continued
Meagan
Anderson-Pira
Children’s Home Society
Shannon
Bergevin
Express Employment
Professionals
Roger Esparza
WilliamsTeamHomes

The Rise of Independent Labor

(continued from page 2)

As far as age, early reports showed Millennials as most likely to embrace the contractor work-style, because they value
jobs that work around their lifestyle, rather than vice versa. However, an Inc. article revealed that Baby Boomers are also
cutting the cord from traditional employment. In fact, research has found that about 18 percent of gig or on-demand
workers are 55 or older.
A Win-Win Scenario
Contract workers have been a solid resource for many companies since the 1970s. This work opportunity also offers the
flexibility many of today’s workers require. It is a winning solution for Millennials who want to spend more time with
their children, for anyone caring for elderly family members or for those enjoying semi-retirement by working on an as
needed basis.
As the labor market continues to shift in response to this new trend, employers and employees will need to decide how
they’ll respond. For some employers, moving to a workforce made up of more contract and independent workers will
be the answer. Workers will need to consider all their options, weigh the benefits of working in the gig-economy against
the drawbacks and decide if pursuing independent work is the answer for their situation.

Doug Henry
Ace Hardware
Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Adam Keatts
Banner Bank
Monty Knittel
Walla Walla
General Hospital
Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery
Steve Rose
Walla Walla University
Tom Scribner
Minnick-Hayner
Les Teel
Columbia REA

Advertise Your Business
or Special Event Here!
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year. Your advertisement
can be in over 1,000 copies of this publication Send us your
print ready as and it will be distributed throughout the Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850
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The Things we do best, we do together

Calendar of Events
Business After Hours—June 14 (5:30pm)
Total Office Concepts
401 S. 9th Avenue
Business Classic Golf Tournament—July 14 (9am)
Wine Valley Golf Club
176 Wine Valley Rd
Business Awards Showcase—September 14 (5:30pm)
Baker Boyer
7 W. Main Street

Administrative
Team
David Woolson
President/CEO

Casi Smith
Director of Special Events

Steve Owens
Director of Member Services

Marissa Miller
Manager/
Marketing & Operations

Tawnya Richards
Office Manager

