The Things we do best, we do together

June 2017

A Fond Farewell
As you may have heard already, I have resigned my position as President &
CEO. This will be my 80th and last article for the ChamberNews. I joined the
Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce in October of 2010. Wow! As my
mom use to tell me, “The older you get, the faster it goes.” That is certainly true
for me for my time at the Chamber!
I have greatly enjoyed my time leading the Chamber. I took the responsibility
very seriously in leading this 141 year old organization forward. It was not in
great shape when I came in 2010. We had major work to do in building our
relevance, revenue and reputation. I found it very challenging and rewarding.

David Woolson,
President and CEO

Today, the Chamber sits on solid ground. We have a great Board of Directors that are committed to
our members and supporting the business community. Our public policy efforts and political advocacy are producing results for our members. It is very important that business has a voice and a seat at
the table.
I have been lucky to have a dedicated and professional staff. Marissa Miller, Marketing Manager, is
very talented and hard working. She is always doing 5 things at once and making it look easy. Tawnya
Richards, Office Manager, drives the operations of the Chamber and the Board. She keeps the wheels
moving. Steve Owens, Director of Member Services, has been a great addition to the team. He works
closely with our members with getting their needs met and their word out on the street.
We have also had some recent changes in the staff. Casi Smith, our Director of Special Event for the
last 4 years, is moving to Europe! She has been a great asset in building our many events at the
Chamber.

“It’s time to say goodbye, but
I think goodbyes are sad and
I’d much rather say hello.
Hello to a new adventure.”
~Ernie Harwell
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“The older you get, the faster it goes.”

A special thank
you to all of our
Visionary
members

Join more than 60 Walla Walla Valley winemakers, internationally known guest winemakers, and celebrated chefs in
exploring one of the world’s most renowned grape varieties—Syrah—during Celebrate Walla Walla Valley Wine June 15-17.

Collaboration
Baker Boyer

Having lived in Walla Walla for most of my life, I’m aware of 25 years of change;
the wine industry, population density, tourism and an added burden placed on
social services. As the CEO of Blue Mountain Action Council, it is my job to grapple
with the challenges of our new community. BMAC has a 51 year tradition of
working in partnership with stakeholders and community agencies to identify and
address local problems.

Banner Bank
Capps Broadcast
Group
Columbia REA
Gesa Credit Union
Inland Cellular
KUJ
Pacific Power
PocketiNet
Walla Walla
Union-Bulletin
Wine Valley
Golf Club

Kathy Covey,
Blue Mountain
Action Council

A recent email from the Lodestar Foundation, a national non-profit, announcing
their Collaboration Prize for 2017, couldn’t have been timelier since our recent
example of community collaboration is about to be showcased.

Lois Savage of Lodestar Foundation said, “Collaboration needs champions, people
who put the mission ahead of the organization…to create a dynamic hub and shared structures that
benefit all.” Walla Walla is home to many champions working collectively for community betterment.
The successful completion of a multi-use Hub on Third Avenue (formally the Walla Walla Teen
Center) involved the establishment of a Youth Alliance to address the crisis of homeless youth; a
case of change shaped by concern. The Alliance members included local social services, law enforcement, schools and non-profits agencies; diverse groups acting for the better good. The project obtained broad community support with one-third of the financing coming from local foundations,
grants and direct donations.
It’s not only social services utilizing this format. Collaborating groups & individuals also brought
about the wildly successful “The Gentlemen of the Road Tour” which brought money, music and
very little mayhem to the valley. Likewise, The Walla Walla Chamber of Commerce promotes sharing
and
collaboration through “Business After Hours” and the helpful “Plan Center” link on the website that
provides valuable resources for expanding or starting new ventures.

Continues on page 11
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Gesa Power House Theatre will screen the current Royal Ballet production of “The Dream / Symphonic Variations /Marguerite and Armand” on Wednesday, June 28 at 6:00
p.m. This event is filmed live in London & rebroadcast internationally to select screens.

Members’ NewFlash

33RD ANNUAL WALLA WALLA
SWEET ONION FESTIVAL

Vineyard Education Series—June 10. Join Pepper Bridge Winery as they embark on a new
adventure throughout the Walla Walla Valley during complimentary walking tours of each
of their estate vineyards guided by leaders in the industry. Walk the vineyards and immerse
yourself in the rich history of the valley from the first plantings, through the lifecycle of the
vines, soil compositions, and farming practices to understand what makes the Walla Walla
Valley the perfect site for world-class wines. For more information, please call (509)
525-6502.

What better way to showcase the
official Washington State vegetable?
Many volunteers and local businesses
have come together to bring the 2017
event to our community.

Summer Series: Farmers Market—June 14. Ever wondered what to do with all that
beautiful and fresh produce available at the farmers market? Join Goose Ridge for your
chance to learn different delicious ways to prepare seasonal produce for the month of
June, including both fruits and vegetables. Price includes 2 glasses of wine, recipes and all
the knowledge you can soak up. Cost: $35, Wine club members $30. Contact Rachael
Buroker at (509) 876-4046 for more information.

We hope this will be a unique and
exciting experience for you! If you are
visiting, we hope you will come again.
Join the Funion—be a part of the
Onion Ring today and enjoy this Sweet
weekend!

Celebrate Walla Walla Valley Wine—June 15-17. Join more than 60 Walla Walla Valley
winemakers, three internationally known guest winemakers, Master Sommeliers and
celebrated chefs in exploring one of the world’s most renowned grape varieties – Syrah.
Taste and compare wines, participate in special tastings of rare vintage wines, enjoy
intimate winemaker dinners and mix and mingle with acclaimed winemakers and chefs.
Visit wallawallawine.com/celebrate for more info.

When: Saturday, June 17 from
9am-5pm
Where: Downtown Walla Walla
Info: sweetonions.org

All Wheels Weekend—June 16. Every year Dayton, Washington opens up its downtown
and historic Main Street to host one of the most popular and well attended Car Shows in
the entire Pacific Northwest! Main Street glistens on Saturday with the Show 'n' Shine as
hundreds of beautifully restored cars, from Model T's to Corvettes to sleek sedans, line
historic Main Street. For more information, please visit allwheelsweekend.com.
Humane Society Open House—June 24. Come visit the Blue Mountain Humane Society
any time between 12:00 and 4:00pm to tour the facilities, meet the staff and maybe go
home with the newest member of your family you didn't know you were missing!
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The magic and history of China is at your fingertips!

To China and back: Chamber returns from China Tour
What a wonderful way to end my tenure as Director of Special Events with an
overly successful Chamber trip to China while chaperoning and traveling with
such a wonderful group of locals, friends and family!

Casi Smith,
Director of Special Events

65 of us (locals & from Maryland, Texas, Montana, Seattle, Portland) just
returned from a 10 day trans-Pacific trip half way around the world crossing the
International dateline having traveled April 17-26, 2017. We exotically
traveled throughout Beijing, Xi’an, Shanghai, Suzhou and Hangzhou, China!

Join us when we
return to China

Our trip began by climbing none other than the Great Wall of China! This
2,000 year old Wonder of the World is 4,000 miles long and is the only man-made structure visible by
the naked eye from the moon! This trip continued to amaze all by sightseeing such attractions as
Tiananmen Square, The Forbidden City, the Mings Tomb, Kunming Lake, Longevity Hill, Temple of
Heaven, Lama Temple, Small Wild Goose Pagoda, Terra Cotta Soldiers in Xi’an, the Longjing Green Tea
Plantation, Pagoda of Six Harmony, Lingering Garden and the biggest Buddha in the world! Pearl,
Jade and Silk factories offered plenty of shopping with options of various excursion trips & shows
along the way!

$2,395 Non-Members

This isn’t just a tour; you are educated along the way about the many aspects of the Chinese culture.
We experienced everything from Chinese Calligraphy classes, learning Chinese Medicine, Tea
Ceremonies to riding China’s Mag-Lev (Magnetic Levitation) Bullet Train going 279 MPH!

Important Dates!

October 16-25, 2017

$2,295 Members

Deposit Due: June 30

And the Chamber is offering this same trip again this coming October 16-25! We are currently taking
registrations, with a China Preview Night to be held on June 5 beginning at 5:30pm at the Courtyard
Marriott Walla Walla Hotel. Look for details to follow.

Balance Due: July 14

Thank you again to my wonderful traveling group for helping me kick off the Chamber’s Travel Club
with true success! What a wonderful send off for me to know this will continue to bring so much joy
to many others!

Call 525-0850 to
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reserve your spot!

Our China Adventure
Known as Shanghai's Bund, this famous waterfront park highlights one of the
most scenic landscapes in this vibrant, upscale city.

April 17-26, 2017

Our China Adventure
April 17-26, 2017

Many of our travelers celebrate an official Chinese Tea Ceremony at the
Longjing Green Tea Plantation.

Learning the fine art of Chinese Calligraphy at the Small Wild Goose Pagoda
with our own sample to take home!

Our group's first day about to climb the famous Great Wall of China! One of
the Seven Wonders of the World!

Director of Special Events bids a final farewell to all from the Great Wall of
China!
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Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
Doyle Electric (‘77)

Dutch Bros Coffee (‘08)

Fort Walla Walla
Museum (‘95)

Friends of Children of
Walla Walla (‘11)

Welcome To Our Newest Members!
CG Public House & Catering / (509) 783-0128 / cgcatering.com
CG Public House is a full service restaurant and catering company. Our family restaurant has a great atmosphere with an amazing menu with a southern twist. We serve only
Washington Wines and local brews.We offer full service on & off premise catering with
fantastic employee and wonderful food.

Jackson Contractor Group / (509) 524-8585 / jacksoncontractorgroup.com
JCG has quickly become a regional general contractor employed by many local, state and
federal agencies. JCG capabilities include commercial, renovation, industrial, PEMB,
and multi-family.

La Quinta Inns & Suites Walla Walla / (509) 394-8815 / lq.com
La Quinta Inns and Suites™ offers just what any traveler needs to wake up on the bright
side. At La Quinta Inns & Suites, we know that travel can be challenging. That's why
we're here to help both business and leisure travelers find their inner optimist.

Jonathan M. Wainwright
Memorial VA Medical
Center (‘96)

Mid Valley Restaurant
Equipment & Service
(‘15)

Please join us this month for BAH at:
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Photo Roundup
Thank you to everyone who attended the following Chamber events! Please enjoy
our roundup of photos from our most recent events.

Renewing members
Thank you for your
support!
Northwest Public Radio
(‘04)

Signarama-Walla Walla
(‘04)

Simmons Insurance
Group (‘07)
Ribbon Cutting for Early Life Speech & Language April 27.

Sinclair Estate
Vineyards (‘10)

Stone Creek
Dental Care (‘13)

Thompson Family
Acupuncture Clinic (’12)
Ribbon Cutting for the Downtown Farmers Market 2017 season on May 6.

Business After Hours hosted by McCurley Integrity Toyota of Walla Walla May 9.

7

Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
President
Breanna Maiuri
Castillo de Feliciana
Vice President
Cory Spencer
National Merchant Solutions
Secretary
Kyndra Teal
Courtyard Marriott Walla Walla

The Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce & Columbia REA Business Classic returns to Wine Valley July 13.

2017 Business Classic Golf Tournament: I know you’ve
already signed up, but just in case...
I am supposed to do an article on our 8th Annual Chamber Business Classic golf
tournament presented by Columbia REA, coming up on Thursday, July 13 at Wine
Valley, but I just know you’re already signed up, right? I mean, if you’ve played
before, you know how much fun it is. You already know about the fabulous prizes
and awesome BBQ from A Wing and a Prayer following the tournament. Who
would want to miss that?

Past President
Melissa Bieber
Alden Plumbing
Casey Richards
Blue Mountain
Community Foundation

Diane Davis
Coldwell Banker First Realtors
Rose Hajduk
Baker Boyer
Greg Kettner
Express Employment
Professionals
Brendan Hummel
Inland Cellular
Blaine Lim
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

Steve Owens,
Director of
Member Services

And if you somehow haven’t signed up yet, you’ve probably heard or seen some of
our social media posts and other reminders that “early birdie” registrants get an
extra mulligan and golden tee just for signing up before June 22, so why wouldn’t
you sign up early?

And you may be aware that Columbia REA will be sponsoring our popular Dream Drop contest again.
One lucky winner will win a weekend getaway to an exciting destination resort! And as always, we
will have some fun pre-round and on-course contests and raffle giveaways, courtesy of our local
Chamber businesses, and we will send you out on the fabulous Wine Valley golf course with a light
lunch and plenty of water. And who knows, the wild water weenie wagon may be right around that
next dogleg, so be on the lookout, and we will keep you cool!
And you probably already know that the first hole-in-one will win a car from Walla Walla Valley
Honda. A I say “first” hole-in-one because its happened before, and unfortunately, there is a limit to
the number of cars we can give away per tournament.
And finally, we ALL know that Chamber events are fun, and this is no exception. Come spend an
afternoon on the course with colleagues and friends and have a great time and help your Chamber
of Commerce support local business.
But what you may not know is that opportunities are still available to be a part of this year’s tourney.
Get your company out in front of more than 130 local business people as a hole sponsor, contest
sponsor, raffle donor, or a 4-person team, or any other way you can think of! If you want to be a part
of the 2017 Chamber Business Golf Classic…I mean, if you’re not already, of course…give us a shout,
or sign up online!
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Our Chamber
Ambassadors!
Tara Crain
Copier Service, Inc.
Diane Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Sierra Burchell
Olive Marketplace and Café
Erin Hubbard
Banner Bank
Wade Robbins
Banner Bank

Stephanie Wright
Community Bank
Peter Early
Abadan
Andre Selfa
Heritage Wealth Advisors
Ameriprise Financial
Peggy Cazier
Lloyd’s Insurance, Inc.
Cody Courson
Premier Motors of Walla Walla

9

Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Board Chair
Todd Brandenburg
PocketiNet
Vice chair
Roger Esparza
WilliamsTeamHomes
Learn some amazing hand lettering techniques for creating beautiful cards June 20 at Goose Ridge Winery.

Treasurer
David Elmenhurst
CliftonLarsonAllen

I am pleased to announce that Kelly Trop is our new Director of Special Events. She brings a great
corporate background in producing and promoting events in the private sector. Kelly also did a stint
for the Outer Banks Chamber in North Carolina producing and promoting events. You will like her!

Immediate Past Chair
Keith Burghardt
Community Bank

I have been asked why I am leaving now that the Chamber is good shape. Good question….I have
asked myself that question!! The simple answer is I am ready for a change. My career has given me
many opportunities. I will explore what the next chapter looks like for me. I will always look back
fondly at my time at the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce!

Past Chair
Jim Peterson
Walla Walla
Community College
Secretary
David Woolson
Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce

10

I want to thank you for your kindness and friendship you have given me. It is greatly appreciated.
Lynn and I plan on staying in Walla Walla. As you may know, I was born in W2 and grew up in the
area.
It has been a fun and wild “Back to the Future” over these last nearly 7 years. I look forward to
crossing paths with you as we all move ahead!

Board of Directors
continued
Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Adam Keatts
Banner Bank

Take in an afternoon full of four-legged fun during Best in Show, a benefit for the Blue Mountain Humane Society on June 17.

In every instance, successful collaboration is based on trust; trust founded on knowledge and experience. Living in a small town makes it possible for us to know our neighbors, elected officials and
community leaders; to know who can be trusted to act with the collective good at heart. But it’s
vital to stay informed, to read the local paper and attend local civic meetings where debate and dialogue shape opinion and promote change.
As often noted, sweeping change requires an infinite number of brooms but through collaboration,
citizens are picking up the brooms and improving our community, one issue at a time. I believe the
most effective progress is made locally.
Cultural and historical perspective provide valuable insight as we lurch and sputter through the 21st
century. What we’ve learned in 241 years of democracy is that we are better when we work together. Whether at war or peace, our goal has been the collective betterment. Our dedication to improving lives in the Walla Walla Valley follows this tenant…”We are the people.”

Steve Rose
Walla Walla University
Shannon Bergevin
Express Employment
Professionals
Doug Simcock
Windermere Real Estate
Toby Salazar
T-Barbershop
Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery
Kathy Covey
Blue Mountain
Action Council
Bill Clemens
Pacific Power
Rob Blethen
Baker Boyer
Doug Henry
Ace Hardware
Derek Brandes
Walla Walla
Community College
Machelle Colligan
Allstate InsuranceColligan Agency
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Calendar of Events
Business After Hours—June 13 (5:30pm)
Tertulia Cellars
1564 Whitely Road
Business After Hours—July 11 (5:30pm)
Signarama-Walla Walla
1365 B Dalles Millitary Road
Business Classic Golf Tournament—July 13 (12:00pm Shotgun Start)
Wine Valley Golf Club
176 Wine Valley Road

Administrative
Team
David Woolson
President/CEO

Kelly Trop
Director of Special Events

Steve Owens
Director of Member Services

Marissa Miller
Marketing & Operations

Tawnya Richards
Office Manager

