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CHAMBER NEWS

Federal revenue allocated on a per capita basis,
or $20,000 over a decade. These are funds that
our county, cities and other public agencies rely
on. To undercount is to be underpaid. For the
good of all, we need these resources to provide
essential public services.
The Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce
urges all of its members and local businesses to
get the word out that everyone should complete
the 2020 Census. April 1, 2020 is the kick-off of
the 2020 Census. People will have several ways
to complete their Census form and be counted
– through the Internet, by completing a mailed
form or by responding to a door-to-door canvasser. With your help we can respond online or
by mail (the least expensive methods) and be a
complete count community, not a hard to count
community as we were in 2010.

During the last Census in 2010, Walla Walla
County had a response rate estimated at only
69% of the people in the County. Who was under-counted? They were children under 5 and
their families, low income people, people of color,
among others. Business leadership can encourage people to respond, to provide accurate information about how the Census is used including
privacy protections, and generally be supportive
of the Census itself.

Beyond being part and parcel of our democracy (it’s in the Constitution), an accurate census
is KEY to business. Business relies on Census
data for planning, buying, marketing, business
location, communications, employment and all
aspects of running a business. Knowing one’s
customers, where they are, who they are, how to
communicate with them – all starts with Census
data. Without accuracy, businesses in Walla Walla
will not have the tools they need – all data-based.

A local committee is forming to promote the
Census in general and to under-counted communities in particular. Local philanthropies,
Sherwood Trust, and the Blue Mountain Community Foundation (of which I am the Executive
Director) have joined together to make funding
available to educate people about the Census. The
generous and forward thinking Sherwood Trust
has created a $25,000 fund at BMCF for this
purpose. (NOTE: BMCF has been a member
of the Chamber of Commerce for many years).

In the State of Washington it is estimated that for
every person not counted $2,000 a year is lost in

For more information on how to get involved
please contact Kyle Tarbet at WWVCC, Danielle

Garbe Reser of the Sherwood Trust at
509-592-2791 or me at 509-529-4371
for more information.
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On November 10, 1869, Baker
Boyer was founded as the
first bank in the future State
of Washington. As the oldest
independently-run bank, we are
the Pacific Northwest’s “Original
Bank.” We have established a
150-year legacy of innovation –
partnering with entrepreneurs,
business owners, and individuals
to build vibrant communities. Join
us in celebrating this milestone,
the vitality of our region, and the
generous spirit of the people who
make this a special place.

iss!
m
n’t BUSINESS AFTER HOURS @ BAKER BOYER
o
D
Main Office Lobby, 7 West Main Street
June 11, 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

Please come to enjoy great food, wine, views, prizes, and friends.
WWW.BAKERBOYER.COM | 509.525.2000 | MEMBER FDIC
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MAY WOMEN IN BUSINESS
Women in Business is a new initiative from
the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce
established for professional women who wish
to build a strong network of women intent on
inspiring one another to achieve individual
potental; support each other in business
endeavors; and create a legacy through
mentorship.
This quarterly lunch meeting series provides
dynamic speakers along with a networking
platform that inspires, educates, and empowers
women to grow and succeed in business and
leadership. We believe that we are stronger
together, and that we can create significant
change for ourselves, our workplace, and our
community when we connect with other

Sponsor Sheila Proefrock
from Postal Annex

women in business, at all levels of our careers.
The Chamber recently hosted the May Women
in Business Event at the Courtyard Marriott.
This event was dedicated to women who made
the bold move to swtich careers at different
stages of their professional development and
who are enjoying a successful ‘second act’ at
this stage in their journey.
Attendees enjoyed a lunch buffet, a welcome
message from Chamber CEO Kyle Tarbet,
a special message from our guiding sponsor
Postal Annex, and a Q&A session with our
panelists. Our panelists included Shae Frichette
of Frichette Wineries, Danielle Garbe Reser
with Sherwood Trust, and Gigi Hickman with

Shae Frichette, Frichette Winery
Danielle Garbe Reser, Sherwood Trust
Gigi Hickman, Gigi Hickman Events

Gigi Hickman Events. Director of Career Development at Whitman College & Chamber
Board Member Kim Rolfe facilitated the event
and took the panelists through the pros and
cons of their transformation and what they
learned along the way.
Thank you to our attendees, sponsors, panelists
and Courtyard Marriott for another successful
event. We look forward to the next Women in
Business in August.
If you are interesteed in becoming a
Sponsor of this event, or a Guest Speaker,
contact Marissa at the Chamber for more
information or you can submit your proposal
to mmiller@wwvchamber.com.

Director of Career Development at
Whitman College & Chamber Board
Member, Kim Rolfe
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MEETING WITH ISAACS AVE
BUSINESS OWNERS

Community meeting on May 9 with business owners on Isaacs Avenue to discuss
the ongoing construction plans.

PHOTO GALLERY
PHOTOS FROM OUR RECENT EVENTS

Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting at
Eritage Resort on June 2.

GRAND OPENING &
RIBBON CUTTING
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MEMBERS’

NEWSFLASH
FREE COMMUNITY PRESENTATION ON “WILDFIRE
AWARENESS”– JUNE 5

The Walla Walla Fire District #8 will host a free community presentation on “Wildfire Awareness”
at Gesa Power House Theatre on Wednesday, June 5 at 7:00 p.m. The presentation by Fire Chief
Bob Clendaniel will include information, pictures, and firsthand accounts of the 2018 California
wildfires, information about Walla Walla County emergency services, and discussion of what
property owners can do to assist during a fire incident. General admission seating will open at 6:30
p.m. First come, first served. Visit phtww.com/show/wildfire-awareness-community-presentation/
for more information.

LIVING HISTORY: JOSEPHINE WOLFE, PIONEER MADAME
AND PUBLIC BENEFACTRESS– JUNE 8 & 9
On Saturday, June 8 Lois Hahn will portray the pioneer Madame Josephine “Dutch Joe” Wolfe
and on Sunday, June 9 Pam Myers will portray settler Lettice Millican Clark Reynolds, both who
made an impact on the early Walla Walla community. The presentations begin at 2:00 p.m. in the
museum’s Pioneer Village. Visit www.fwwm.org/living-history for more information.

TODD KIRKWOOD STAND UP COMEDY NIGHT – JUNE 8

Eternal Wines and Drink Washington State welcome Todd Kirkwood Stand Up comedy night.
Our very own Membership Director, Greg Kettner will hit the stage! The INK (602 Piper Ave,
Walla Walla WA 99362) June 8, 2018 6:00 – 9:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 and include a glass of
Drink Washington State Wines or our Eternal Beauty Rose. Visit http://eternalwine.orderport.
net/merchandise/Tickets for tickets and more information.

FORT WALLA WALLA DAYS-JUNE 15 & 16

Fort Walla Walla Days will take place on Saturday, June 15 and Sunday, June 16 from 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. There will be encampments, demonstrations in the blacksmith and harness shops,
and Living History performances all weekend long. Admission is $9 general, $8 seniors/students,
$4 children 6-12, free for FWWM museum members and children 5 and under. For more information contact 509-525-7703 or visit fwwm.org/fort-walla-walla-days closer to the event date for
a full schedule of events
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ISAACS AVE CONSTRUCTION PLANS
SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY

Occasionally, a significant construction
project is required to keep our infrastructure
in efficient and effective work order. We
understand the Isaacs Ave. construction
project may cause an inconvenience to the
day-to-day operations of our local businesses
and customers.
Construction has started on Isaacs Avenue
from Division Street to Tausick Way. The
final phase of the Isaacs Avenue project will
reconfigure the road, rebuild utilities, traffic
signals, sidewalks and roadways between Division Street and Wilbur Avenue.
This work will be ongoing through 2020, but
work between Division and Roosevelt streets
as well as the traffic signal at the intersection of

Isaacs Avenue and Tausick Way will be completed this year. The stretch between Division
and Roosevelt streets will match the already
completed stretches of Isaacs Avenue with a
center turn lane, one lane in each direction
and bicycle lanes on both sides. Construction
could continue through the winter depending
on weather.
The Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce and City of Walla are joining forces
to support and help local businesses during
the construction period. We realize that businesses located in this work zone have special
needs and assistance. We recently launched an
awareness campaign called “#OpenOnIsaacs”
to inform the community of the plans and
reinforce our support for the success of each

business. This campaign will include collaborative social media images, a Facebook event
page dedicated to supporting local businesses,
regular email and newsletter updates, media coverage including radio interviews, and
working hand-in-hand with each business to
meet their individual needs.
Our goal is to help businesses succeed
throughout the construction process. We understand that the impacts of construction can
be challenging, but the result of the project
will be of tremendous benefit to our entire
community. If you have any questions, please
contact the Chamber or the City of Walla
Walla. Let’s work together for the success of
our community! We are #OpenOnIsaacs!
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D’OLIVO BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
15 QUESTIONS WITH RONI HOSFELD, OWNER

1. What is the name of your business?
D’Olivo
2. What is your role/title?
Owner
3. When was your business founded/
established?
D’Olivo started March 14, 2013.
4. How many people are employed at your
business?
We currently have 5 employees. In the past,
we have staffed as many as 8.
5. What is your business slogan or motto?
~Create~Taste~ Savor~
6. How did your business get started? What
inspired you to start your own business?
My love of cooking and experimenting with
new products. I always looked for high
quality, healthy products. I stumbled across
an olive oil store in Colorado that peeked my
interest and lead me to researching the health
benefits of fresh olive oil. After reading the
book “Extra Virginity” by Tomas Mueller, I
became somewhat of an olive oil snob in search
of a high-quality product. This introduced me
to my distributor Veronica Foods Company
which has the highest standards in chemistry
for Ultra Premium Extra Virgin Olive Oil.
After retiring from a government job, I toyed
with the idea of opening an olive oil tasting
room with the focus on educating customers

about health benefits behind the products and
how to cook healthy with flavor. Things fell
in place when an open spot came up at the
Pybus Market in Wenatchee and we jumped
in with both feet.
7. What is your business best known for?
Why?
We are best known for our ultra-premium olive
oils and kosher & organic balsamic vinegars,
fresh high-quality unique food items, fresh
spices and our top end kitchenware. We also
carry an extensive selection of bubbles with
select items. The superior customer service
is also something we are known for. We love
what we do, enjoy our customers, and it shows.
8. What makes your business different from
other businesses like it?
We are not your cookie cutter type of specialtystore. We provide education and an experience
for every customer. The focus is on people
and making sure they get what they need.
If we don’t have it, we try to find it. Selling
something to someone that they don’t want
or need is not an option.
9. What about your business are you the
most passionate?
Education! We are what we eat. The health
benefits of healthy eating using olive oils and
balsamic vinegars. Also having fun with a purpose and giving back to the community. When
you do what you love, it shows.

10. If you were to tell a potential customer
why they should come to your business,
what would you say?
We are fun with a purpose! A totally different
kind of tasting experience that will take you
to a higher level of health and flavors.
11. What is something people in your
industry/niche have to deal with that you
want to fix?
Misinformation about olive oil and balsamic
vinegar. They are not all top quality healthy
products. Unfortunately, there is a lot of fraud
in the food industry,
12. Biggest “win” in your business’s history?
Explain what it was, how it came about, and
what it meant to your business.
The decision to add high end kitchenware.
It was the perfect blend with our specialty
foods and organic tea. When Walla Walla lost
the only kitchen shop in town it made sense
to provide a one stop experience for foodies.
We are continually looking for unique quality
items to add to our collection of foodie must
haves.
13. What’s the biggest risk your business
ever took? Explain what it was, what could
have happened if it had gone wrong, and
the end result of the risk.
Both opening the store in Walla Walla and
the addition of kitchenware. This was a huge
investment and we weren’t sure how it would
be received by the community. This could have
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wiped us out if we didn’t have the economical support
of tourism and the local community. As a result, we are
looking into opening an additional store in Tri Cities.
14. What advice would you give someone who wants
to start their own small business?
Do the work and make sure it’s something you love.
Don’t overextend and take it one step at a time. Don’t
be afraid to take some risks. Listen to your customers
or the people you are serving and provide the highest
quality of service you can. Stay focused and have fun.
If you’re not having fun then you’re on the wrong path.
15. If you had an extra $100,000 in your business,
what would you use it for?
Open our second location in Tri-Cities.

General Manager Brent Herring and
Owner of D’Olivo Roni Hosfeld
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NETWORKING & FUN COLLIDE
AT THE BUSINESS CLASSIC THIS JULY

Entertain clients, shrug off another day spent
insider the office and have fun in the sun while
supporting the Walla Walla Valley Chamber
of Commerce’s mission during the Annual
Business Classic Golf Tournament presented
by Columbia REA Thursday, July 11 at Wine
Valley!
Enjoy a full day of golf, contests, great raffles
and delicious food from A Wing and a Prayer
Barbecue & Catering served in Wine Valley’s
beautiful event pavilion. The Business Classic
is a four-player scramble (each player plays
their ball from the position of the ball of their
choice) with team awards for low gross and
low net, plus numerous other excellent prizes.
Did we mention there’s a trophy up for grabs?
Be the first to have your name etched into
the inaugural rotating Business Classic trophy
magnum! This impressive prize is sure to be a
brag-worthy addition to any office.
The $125 entry fee includes all greens fees,
unlimited driving range, motorized cart, lunch

and awards dinner. Space is limited, and interested golfers are encouraged to register as
soon as possible.
The Business Classic is the highlight of the
summer event season, bringing together area
business and community leaders for a day of
networking at one of Walla Walla’s top golf
courses. This event is a terrific opportunity
for you to support a worthy cause and receive
valuable exposure while promoting your business. Many levels of sponsorship are available,
including several NEW sponsorship opportunities, and we’re happy to customize a package
that fits your needs.
To help us reach our 2019 fundraising goal, we
are also looking for raffle items. All proceeds
from the Business Classic help to fund various
programs and major events within the Chamber’s five key mission areas; Small Business &
Economic Development, Public Policy & Advocacy, Community Development, Workforce
Development and Leadership Development.

For more information, please call 525-0850
or email mmiller@wwvchamber.com.
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THANK YOU
NEW MEMBERS
Walla Walla Wine Limo

Nicholas George Law Firm, P.L.L.C.

Simply Skin

Heritage Distilling Company, Inc.

Fondahn CPA

Dax Moreno Construction Company, LLC

Desiree Schulz

RENEWING MEMBERS
1-2-3 Printing (‘05)
Alvy’s Barber Studio (‘19)
AmeriGas (‘89)
Big Cheese Pizza (‘03)
Calico Copy (‘06)
Cameo Heights Mansion (‘07)
Chervenell Construction (‘84)
Children’s Home Society of Washington (‘71)
Coachman, Inc (‘80)
Domino’s Pizza (‘00)
Elkhorn Media Group (‘94)
Elsom Roofing, Inc (‘95)
EVERGREEN HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (‘18)
Heartland Mortgage Inc., NMLS# 3205 (‘19)
Hobby Lobby (‘18)
Holiday Inn Express (‘00)
Inland Cellular (‘93)
Inn at Blackberry Creek (‘01)
Isaacs & Associates Inc (‘83)
Ketelsen Construction Co (‘91)
Key Technology Inc (‘91)
Kontos Cellars (‘12)
KUJ AM (‘93)
KVEW 42 – ABC (‘09)

LAILA Bridal Studio (‘13)
Lash Loft Walla Walla (‘18)
Leo Smith Architects, Inc. (‘17)
Main Street Drivers (‘16)
Mike Stensrude-State Farm (‘17)
Pape Machinery, Inc (‘12)
Passatempo Taverna (‘17)
PetSmart (‘18)
Saager’s Shoe Shop (‘07)
Sandy’s U-Rent (‘05)
Serenity Point Counseling Services, LLC (‘05)
Sign DeSigns (‘99)
Staples (‘18)
The Barn B&B Walla Walla, LLC (‘18)
Valley Residential Services (‘91)
Visit Walla Walla (‘05)
W3 Tours (‘17)
Walla Walla Country Club (‘83)
Walla Walla DJ, LLC (‘19)
Walla Walla Public Schools (‘83)
Walla Walla Valley Honda (‘14)
Whitman Place (‘14)
William B.L. Murdoch DDS PLLC (‘15)
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THE PEOPLE

BEHIND THE SCENES
CHAMBER BOARD MEMBERS
Rob Blethen - Board Chair
Baker Boyer

Breanna Maiuri
Dunham Cellars

Derek Brandes
Walla Walla Community College

Roger Esparza - Immediate Past Chair
Williams Team Homes

Toby Salazar
T-Barbershop

Norma Arceo
Las Chiquillas Mexican Restaurant

David Elmenhurst - Treasurer
CliftonLarsonAllen

Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery

Danny Freeman
Premier Motors

Kyle Tarbet - Secretary
Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce

Kathy Covey
Blue Mountain Action Council

Brenda Williams
Williams Team Homes

Brian Hunt
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

Bill Clemens
Pacific Power

Kim Rolfe
Whitman College

Adam Keatts
Banner Bank

Kari Isaacson
Blue Mountain Community Foundation

VISIONARY MEMBERS
Baker Boyer
Banner Bank
Elkhorn Media Group
Columbia REA

Gesa Credit Union
Inland Cellular
KUJ
Pacific Power

PocketiNet
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Wine Valley Golf Club

14

15

JUNE EVENTS

Check online for updates & to register for events

06
11
29

CHINA PREVIEW NIGHT @ Holiday Inn Express 5:30 p.m.
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS @ Baker Boyer – 5:30 p.m.
20TH ANNIVERSARY RIBBON CUTTING @ Three Rivers Winery – 2:00 p.m.

JULY EVENTS

Check online for updates & to register for events

03
11

MEMBERSHIP FAST TRACK @ the Chamber – 9:00 a.m.
BUSINESS CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT @ Wine Valley Golf Club

