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The Summit Is Set!
• David Woolson, President / CEO

T

he Walla Walla Business Summit
is ready to roll out on April 12. We
have developed a stellar panel of
experts that will bring you the latest
information, tips and trends on a wide array
of topics. You will walk away from the
Summit with practical and useful info that
you can put to use in your business and career.
The Summit is presented by Community
Bank in partnership with the City of Walla
Walla and the Port of Walla Walla.
The Summit is being heavily promoted
around the Northwest. Our goal is to build
this event into a major annual business
conference for the Northwest. The objective
is two-fold: first, provide cutting edge business information to our Chamber members
at a low cost; secondly, to bring the broader
Northwest business community to Walla
Walla and introduce them to our community
and our businesses. I believe that we can
develop broader business relationships in a
face to face setting. We are purposely holding
the event on the Friday before Feast of Walla
Walla to encourage attendees from out of
town to “make a weekend of it”.
We have an amazing line-up of topics
with top presenters on:
>Cloud Computing
>Social Media for Business
>Customer Service Excellence
>Solve Tough HR Issues
>Entrepreneurship
>Tech Trends For Business
>Customer Relationship Management
Programs
For the full list of speakers, bios, and
agenda go to the Business Summit website, www.wwbizsummit.com. Here is the
schedule for the full day:

• 8:00-8:30 Registration
and Coffee
• 8:30 The Summit
Begins with Opening
Remarks
• 8:45-9:30 Morning
Session
-“Small Business
Lessons From Big Time Challenges”
Keynote Speaker, Greg Shaw, Crosscut
Media, Seattle
• 9:45-10:45 Breakout Session 1
-“Get Your Head in the Cloud: Practical Uses
of the Cloud For Business”
Presenters: Jim Palmeri, CenturyLink,
Seattle, and Kristal Hassler, CPA,
Thompson & Krietzberg, Walla Walla
-“Embarrassment, Entitlement, and
Power: The Three Trolls Under the Bridge
in Workplace Disputes”
Presenter: Carol Bowser, Conflict Management Strategies, Seattle
• 11:00-12:00 Breakout Session 2
-“Entrepreneurship: Turning Assets Into
Dollars”
Presenters: Maury Forman, Washington
State Department of Commerce, Dr. Steven
Van Ausdale, President, Walla Walla
Community College, and Anne Nelson,
Drawn2Solutions, Seattle
-“Pacific Northwest National LabsOverview and Partnerships”
Presenter: Gary Spanner, PNNL, Richland
Continued on page 8
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A Close-Up Look At The Legislative
Process
• Nick Marquiss, Whitman College Community Fellow
n a recent trip to Olympia, I had Court also issued another
the opportunity to gain firsthand landmark decision: it deinsight into the legislative process. clared unconstitutional the
This year’s session is particularly initiative that calls for a
interesting since it follows the 2/3 majority to increase
election of a brand new governor, Jay Inslee. taxes. Though this decision
There is a good amount of uncertainty regarding makes it much easier for the
how Governor Inslee will run the state. This legislature to raise revenues,
uncertainty is reinforced by the fact that the Senator Mike Hewitt recogGovernor still hasn’t filled all of his cabinet nized that over 60 percent of
positions and has made an open call for Washingtonians do not support tax increases.
resumes to help fill the positions that are still In fact, all three members of Walla Walla’s
open. Of course, it’s still far too early to tell delegation prefer cutting spending to raising
what the future holds for this administration, taxes. Another priority for Representatives
and it’s equally possible that Governor Inslee Walsh and Neeley and Senator Hewitt is the
is a methodical man who wants to find the transportation package that allocates funding
best people for each position, even if it takes for transportation projects around the state.
longer than some of us would like.
Currently, the transportation bill does not
In my time in the state capital, I paid include money for Highway 12, but the
particular attention to what issues will be legislative delegates from Walla Walla are
affecting the business community, especially in adamant in their desire to add Highway 12 on
regard to the revenue shortfall facing Olympia the list of funded projects in the transportation
and how this will impact the state’s ability to package. Maintaining high quality transportameet core government functions. Once again, tion to and from the Walla Walla area is an
the state legislature finds itself facing a budget essential part of the region’s economic growth
deficit, which has only been exasperated with – a reality that is recognized by all of Walla
the Supreme Court’s McCleary decision that Walla’s representatives in Olympia.
called for a substantial increase in education
Despite the dreary weather and budget
funding. Both Republicans and Democrats are challenges facing him, Senator Hewitt was
actively exploring ways to improve education surprisingly optimistic about the future of this
in the most economic way possible.
session; and it’s easy to see why. Though he’d
While I was in Olympia, the Supreme stepped down as the leader of the Republican
Caucus, Senator Hewitt found a home in the
pro-business, bipartisan Majority Coalition
Caucus. For the first time in a while, a
pro-business caucus made up of Republicans
and blue-dog Democrats controls the Senate.
The Majority Coalition has already passed
a number of bills benefitting the business
community, including L&I bills that will end
restrictions on negotiations between employers
and employees, laws to limit the scope of
Seattle’s sick leave act, and legislation to
increase the efficiency of state bureaucracies.
The Majority Coalition is also weary of bills

O
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A Note From Your Board Chair

• Shannon Bergevin, Chamber Board of Directors Chair
pring is here for 2013! I, for one, am to make myself and my
embracing ’13 as a lucky year. This year, business better, however
I am honored to be serving as Chair of finding the time or the
the Board of Directors for the Walla funding to go to expensive
Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce. We have trainings is not an efficient
a talented group of folks on the Chamber use of my time or money,
Board of Directors, as well as your Chamber nor is it always effective.
President and CEO, David Woolson, and staff. Instead, I would like to attend
In David’s two short years with the pertinent and useful training
Chamber he has gained significant traction right here in Walla Walla.
with some major initiatives that have been I want them to be affordable and I would like
set before him, ranging from Public Policy to to spend a day or less at the event. I’d like
Membership growth and retention. He’s added there to be a variety of topics covered, and
a few new things to the Chamber as well, be able to pick and choose which ones fit my
like the progressive economic development personal/business needs at the moment. With
initiative called Chamber Works Project. that in mind, I encourage you to attend the
Additionally the Chamber launched the Walla Chamber’s upcoming “Business Summit”, on
Walla Film Office. The Film Office landed April 12 and our HR seminar on May 7. Both
its first production, “Showville,” which will will make your business better!
premiere next month on the AMC Network,
The Chamber of Commerce is here to
giving Walla Walla global exposure. You will serve our members and advocate for the
hear from David, me and other staff members business community. Please let us know how
throughout this coming year as we make we can help your business move ahead! 
progress on all of these areas.
Another new initiative in 2013 is providing
April Business
a variety of high quality educational
opportunities for our members. The first
After Hours
annual Walla Walla Business Summit will
Canoe Ridge invites
be held on April 12 at the Marcus Whitman
you
to a night of wine,
Hotel. Additionally, the Chamber is offering
food, and music on
a myriad of “Mini Educational Seminars”
Tuesday, April 9, from
throughout the year. On May 7, the Chamber
5:30
to
7:00pm
for
Business After Hours
will team up with the Society of Human
hosted Canoe Ridge and Friends of Children
Resources Professionals for an important
of Walla Walla.
seminar entitled, “Recognizing and Avoiding
Sample Canoe Ridge’s award winning
the Hazards in the Discipline and Termination
wines grown in the Columbia Valley and
Process”. This will be presented by the
bottled in Walla Walla and tour their newly
highly respected Jack Smalley, a nationally
remodeled tasting room, set on a national
recognized expert on tough HR issues.
landmark (the 1900s era Walla Walla
Eighty-two percent (82%!!!) of our
Traction Co. engine house).
Local musicians Mark Brown and Gary
Chamber members are considered “small
Hemenway will provide the music for the
businesses” with employees of 10 or less. To
evening and there will be special discounts
me, this is significant. It means that the owner
on Canoe Ridge wines for the night of BAH
of a business is the HR director, the CFO, the
only.
head recruiter (and probably the janitor!). I
Don’t forget your business card and
come to the table as a fellow “small business
$1
for
the 50/50 raffle! Join us at 1102 W.
person” as owner of Express Employment
Cherry at 5:30 pm, April 9.
Professionals here in Walla Walla. Like
you, I am always looking for opportunities
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Members’ News Flash
April Concerts Not To Be Missed

The Walla Walla Symphony is collaborating with guest artists PROJECT Trio in
April to present three different performances.
These concerts are not to be missed!
• Fa m i l y C o n c e r t , A p r i l 20 , 2 p m
Cordiner Hall
Featuring members of the Walla Walla
Symphony, the Walla Walla Symphony
Youth Orchestra and guest artists PROJECT
Trio in a fun, family-friendly performance!
Tickets are just $10 for adults, $5 for students
and FREE for kids 12 and under!
• Guest Artist Soiree: PROJECT Trio,
April 20, 7:30pm, WW Community
College Performing Arts Auditorium
Experience the Trio on their own in
this intimate environment. Admission also
includes a post-concert reception with the
artists.
• Symphony Series: WW Symphony
& PROJECT Trio, April 23, 7:30pm
Cordiner Hall
Free “Inside the Music” pre-concert talk,
6:30pm, Reid Campus Center
Get familiar with the music on this
program through our YouTube playlist!
Tickets to all of these concerts are
available online, by visiting or calling the
Symphony Office (13-1/2 E. Main, Ste. 201
or 509.529.8020) or at the door. 

CMBell Receives Awards

Two creative projects produced by
CMBell Company have received awards
from the 10th Annual Service Industry
Advertising Awards competition.
A gold award was given for Walla Walla
University’s “Because I Said So!” direct mail
piece for parents of high school underclassmen, developed with their marketing and
enrollment services team.
A bronze award went to the U-Can
video produced with the National
Association of Independent Colleges and
Universities.
Nearly 2,000 entries were received in
this year’s competition. A national panel of
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judges reviewed all entries based on quality,
creativity, message effectiveness, consumer
appeal, graphic design and overall impact.
CMBell Company is a local marketing
and communications firm led by President
DeLona Lang Bell. Their blog, Marketing
Made Easy, offers two-minute marketing
tips for the too-busy professional, and can
be read at cmbell.com/blog/. The awardwinning pieces can be seen there as well. 

Make A Worm Wigwam

On April 13 & 14, 11am to 1pm, at the
WWCC Greenhouse and Water & Environment Center, explore the world of ecology,
and what better way to wiggle in than by
learning how to make your own compost
for home gardening! The Worm Wigwam
will be directed by site and composting
manager, Ben Christy, with help from volunteers through Sustainable Living Center. This
is time for specialists, teachers, parents and
community members to share knowledge
by joining one another in an educational,
sustainable workshop. A free healthy lunch
provided. You can register to include your
own composting kit for home or without the
composting kit, however all tickets purchased
include the workshop and lunch.
Please visit www.sustainablelivingcenter.
com and click on the EVENTS & RESOURCES
title. Spread the word to all your family,
friends, coworkers and neighbors!
For further questions, please call the
Sustainable Living Center at 509-524-5218. 

Tennis and Wine - Great Pairing

After two successful summers, the Walla
Walla Tennis and Wine Camps (www.tennisandwinecamps.com) will return with
camp dates of June 13-16, July 11-14, and
July 18-21. The camps combine world-class
coaching, the best of Walla Walla wine touring, wine education, and winemaker dinners.
The coaches, Greg Patton, Jeff Northam
and John Hein, have impressive resumés in
the world of tennis, coaching at Boise State,

Members’ News Flash
Whitman, and with individuals such as Pete
Sampras, Andy Roddick, and others.
Walla Walla has been touted the best
wine tasting region in the country and
premier food destination by countless
national publications, and off the courts,
campers will meet some of the valley’s top
winemakers with chauffeured winery and
vineyard tours, guided tastings, and VIP
winemaker dinners. Some highlights for
2013 include a rare vineyard tour and winemaker dinner with Chris Figgins of Figgins
Family Estate and Leonetti, a winemaker
dinner prepared by Chef Dan Thiessen
of the Wine Country Culinary Institute at
Charles Smith Wines, and a dinner at the
exclusive Cadaretta Glass House which
overlooks their estate vineyard.
For information on the camp itinerary,
participating wineries and winemakers,
and registration, visit www.tennisandwinecamps.com. 

Northwest’s Era of Farming

It seems everyone is “a buzz” over the
impact of the Paul Harvey Super Bowl spot
“The Year of the Farmer.” Yet as owners of
Allen Media and the Ag Information Radio
Network, it has been the “era” of farming
and ranching here in the Northwest.
For over 30 years, the Ag Information
Radio Network has kept Washington, Idaho
and Oregon informed on current agriculture
and rural lifestyle issues. Today, The Ag
Information Network includes over 78
affiliate radio stations with six field reporters
producing 15 daily radio programs; Northwest Report, Line On Agriculture, Farm and
Ranch Report, Market Line, Fruit Grower
Report, Food Forethought, Open Range,
The Agribusiness Update, Ag Weather
Forecast, the Fruit Frost Warning Reports,
Idaho Ag Today, Idaho Agribusiness Report
and Washington Ag Today. Also available
is the lifestyle programming: Vine to Wine
and Sportsman Spotlight hosted by David
Sparks of the Outdoor Network.
At Allen Media, when passion meets

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

vocation, magic happens! Allen Media’s
family loves ethical hunting and fly fishing, which provides the catalyst for their
son to develop one of their most popular
programs. Like wild turkey, Sportsman
Spotlight is spreading rapidly throughout
the western states. The Allen Media
component, (built on Kelly’s many years
in consumer goods marketing coupled
with their creative team) means they’ve
developed advertising and PR campaigns,
written and produced commercials, print,
radio programs and/or provided speakers
for clients as diverse as US Potato Board,
University of Idaho, wineries, Big Sky
Airlines, AgriBeef, Department of Ecology.
“Our move to Walla Walla brought us
right where we desired to be, near family and
Kelly’s roots in Athena… plus smack dab in
the heart of the Farm to Table movement!”
Locally, hear their programs on KUJ, KTEL,
KMAX, KIOK THE WOLF, KALE and KUMA
or at www.aginfo.net http://www.facebook.
com/Aginfo.net. 

Family Meal Time Program

The Moms’ Network is excited to
announce the launch of the Family Meal
Time program as another benefit for moms
in our community. The goal of this new and
exciting program is to focus on “the family
meal” as a way to build and strengthen the
families in Walla Walla. “Research indicates
that the more families eat together, the less
likely the children are to smoke, drink, battle
depression, or develop eating disorders”
states Beth Swanson, President of the Moms’
Network. “We also understand at the same
time that the planning, shopping, prepping,
and getting the meal on the table is one of the
main challenges that face all moms, working
or not. Our goal with this new program is
to provide education, recipes, and ideas that
will assist moms with this process.”
For a list of events and additional
information, contact Beth Swanson, President, The Moms’ Network, at 301-7471 or
email beth@themomsnetworkww.com 
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RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
1st Choice
Restoration (‘06)
4 Seasons Color, Inc
(‘09)
Achieva Marketing
Group (‘08)
Amore’ Floral Designs
(‘04)
Andy’s Market (‘09)

Animal Clinic East
(‘10)
Associated Appraisers
of Walla Walla, LLC
(‘84)

Bella Fortuna Events
& Tours (‘12)
Blue Mountain Credit
Union (‘10)

Calhoon’s Martial
Arts & Fitness LLC
(‘12)
CMBell Company
(‘05)

Since our humble beginnings in 1953, Gesa has grown to become
one of the largest credit unions in the state of Washington. Gesa offers
two full-service branches in Walla Walla, now serving over 10,000 Walla
Walla members as their hometown credit union. Membership is open to
anyone who lives, works, or worships in Washington State.
Gesa is honored to serve as the title sponsor for the 39th Annual
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede. Because of our commitment to the
communities we serve, Gesa looks forward to partnering with the Walla
Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce to bring this fun-filled, free, family
event to the Walla Walla Valley.
Gesa values community and charitable partnerships. Most recently, we have partnered with Walla Walla’s very own Gesa Power House
Theatre. Supporting a vibrant performing arts organization such as the Gesa Power House Theatre aligns with
our credit union’s core values, and helps deepen our relationships within the community of Walla Walla.
As a leading lender, Gesa Credit Union directly impacts its local economies by providing loans to
consumers and businesses when many other financial institutions have restricted their lending programs.
Our members enjoy the convenience of working with local professionals who understand their business
needs as well as the local business environment.
With offices in the Tri-Cities, Walla Walla, Wenatchee and East Wenatchee, Gesa continues to grow and
build on the sense of community that brought its first members together. Learn more by visiting gesa.com. 

Balloonmeisters

Be At Ease Massage
(‘08)

Blue Mountain
Growers Inc (‘08)

Thank You Balloon Stampede Sponsors!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Andy’s Market
Baker Boyer Bank
Banner Bank
City of College Place
City of Walla Walla
CliftonLarsonAllen
Coffey Communications
Columbia REA
Doyle Electric, Inc.
Gesa Credit Union
Inland Cellular
KUJ
KWHT/KTEL
Minnick-Hayner
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Whitman College
Wine Valley Golf Club

Tethering Club

• AmeriGas Propane
• Patton & Associates

Flight Club

• Ranch & Home
• Reese, Baffney, Frol &
Grossman
• Super One Foods

Enthusiasts

• Abajian Toyota-Scion
• A. K. Dice Guest House
• Narum Concrete
Construction
• Opp & Seibold General
Construction
• Saager’s Shoe Shop
• Valley Vision

Balloon Boosters
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agreeable Pest Control
Linda Byerley
Monahan-Hood
Paul Richardson Agency, Inc.
Robison Ranch Cellars
The James McCool House

Entertainment Stage

• Serenity Point Counseling
Services

Champagne Reception
• Columbia REA

Nite Glow

• Sykes Enterprises

Launch Field
• Pacific Power

Continued on page 7

Additional sponsorship opportunities available. Please see our call
our office at 525-0850 or visit our website at www.balloonstampede.
com to find the sponsorship level that works for you.

2nd &Tietan • 1355 W. Poplar • 522.2010 • gesa.com
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Nite Glow & Saturday Nite Dance Party Sponsor
Sykes Enterprises is proud and excited to be the Nite Glow and
Saturday Nite Dance Party Sponsor for the 2013 Balloon Stampede.
Sykes Enterprises has a 14-year history as an employer of choice
in the Walla Walla Valley. Sponsoring the 2013 Nite Glow event is
one of the ways Sykes enjoys contributing to the quality of life in
our region.
Sykes Enterprises, based in Milton-Freewater, Oregon, serves our clients as an inbound
call center and employs nearly 500 people. As our business continues to flourish, the Sykes’
need for new talent grows as well. We are looking for energetic and reliable individuals to join
our team. During the 2013 Nite Glow Show, Sykes’ will have kiosks on site making easy and
convenient to apply for employment. Come visit the Sykes tent to learn more.
Sykes provides opportunities for employees to earn 9% bonus pay every paycheck simply
by coming to work on time each day. Sykes offers performance-based incentives too. We like
to have fun with our work because we work hard at Sykes. Our teams at Sykes enjoy friendly
competitions with fun rewards; team lunches and more substantial prizes like tablets, DVD
Players, IPads, and Wii consoles, to name a few. Taking care of our customers and their
customers is what we do best.
Sykes is a global leader in providing customer contact management solutions and services
in the business process outsourcing (BPO) arena. Sykes provides an array of sophisticated
customer contact management solutions to Fortune 1000 companies around the world,
primarily in the communications, financial services, healthcare, technology and transportation
and leisure industries. 

Launch Field Sponsor
For the 12th year, Pacific Power sponsors the daily launches from Garrison Field. Wake up
the kids and join us at 6:30 am, Friday-Sunday, for this awe-inspiring event.
Pacific Power provides customers in the Northwest with safe, affordable and dependable
electric service. Part of the Walla Walla community since 1910, the company works to meet
growing energy demand while protecting the environment. The company and its employees
are committed to the communities they serve, providing valuable contributions in economic
and community development, as well as social needs. Visit them at www.pacificpower.net 

Champagne Reception To Be Held At
New Location this Year

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Color Press (‘82)
Cougar Crest Estate
Winery (‘08)
Dakota Well Pump &
Electrical Services LLC
(‘12)
Domino’s Pizza (‘00)
Doug’s Septic Service,
Inc (‘95)
Elmenhurst
Chiropractic
Clinic (‘87)
Grape Line (‘08)
Impress Salon (‘10)
Kralman Steel
Structures, Inc (‘08)
La Quinta Inn (‘02)

Little Theatre of Walla
Walla (‘87)
Shari’s Cafe & Pies
(‘01)

One of the “Cooperative Principles” that drives Columbia
REA is the Concern for Community. Columbia REA takes this
commitment very seriously. After all, we live, work and play in the
communities that we serve.
Columbia REA is involved in many community service programs, projects and organizations.
You should be proud as a member-owner that your Cooperative is dedicated to giving not
only money but time to these very important community-based programs.
For the second year, Columbia REA is the sponsor of the Champagne Reception. The
Champagne Reception will be held Friday, May 10, from 5:30 to 7:30pm at the Marcus
Whitman Hotel & Conference Center. Tickets are on sale now for $35 per person. Your
ticket includes a complete dinner, commemorative champagne glass and wine. Call or stop by
the Chamber office, or purchase your tickets at either of the two Gesa Locations. 

Swire Coca-Cola
Bottling Co (‘37)
Times of Waitsburg
(‘11)

BUTLER CARPET CLEANING

No-Soap Cleaning Process		 		Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning		 		Tile Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated		 		Commercial & Residential

TONY RUKAVINA
Owner
509-956-9996

Let the “BUTLER” Do it!

OMS
2 RO 5
$7

Our Personalized
Products include:
• Calendars
• Caps
• Shirts
• Jackets
• Mugs
WE’RE HERE!
• Pens & Pencils
860 NE Rose, CP • 525.7630
and much more!
mail@graphicapparel.biz

81870 sl

Continued on page 10
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Kris Youd
President
Coldwell Banker

Laurie Haluska Design Studio, 1389 Havstad Dr, WW 509-301-4167
Gowns for special events & comfortable daywear that carries & expresses an essence or
light from deep within the heart reflecting the truth that each person can reveal their
unique quality & beauty.

Casey Richards
Vice President
Camp Fire USA
Chris Coates
Secretary
Marcus Whitman Hotel
& Conference Center
Tara Crain
Past President
Copier Service, Inc.

• 12:15-1:30 Lunch and Keynote Speaker
-“Community as Canvas-The Intelligent
Community Movement”
Presenter: Louis Zacharilla, Founder,
Intelligent Community Forum, New
York City

Willy Breshears
CH2M Hill
Doug Case
Columbia Rural Electric
Association

Peter Early
Abadan
Kathy Fry-Trommald
Walla Walla Sweet
Onion Marketing
Committee

Stone Creek Dental Care, 2014 S Howard St, WW 509-525-5902
Stone Creek Dental Care is a full-service general dentistry practice that prides themselves
in offering a comfortable and relaxing environment for you to have your dental work

Continued from page 1

Brenda Breshears
Elsom Roofing, Inc

Michelle Conner
Baker Boyer Bank

Raffaele Exiana Design, 1104 E Isaacs St, WW 425-246-8855
Full-service residential/light commercial design firm, 20 yrs of experience helping clients,
from idea to execution. Conceptual design, construction. drawings and management,
interior design. Official dealer, Bellmont Cabinetry Co

Do you have a new member to refer? Email Betsy at bhadden@wwvchamber.com.

Shannon Block
Block, Maughan &
Associates

Peggy Chavez-Cazier
AFLAC

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members

• 1:45-2:45 Breakout Session 3
-“Competing For Attention in the Age of
Social Commerce”
Presenter: Pat McCormick, Ring Master,
AM PM PR, Portland
-“Understanding Customer Relationship
Management-Moving From Dating to
Long Term Customer Relationships”
Presenter- Art Hill, VP, Business
Development, Small Business Development Center, Blue Mountain Community
College, Pendleton
• 3:00-4:00 Breakout Session 4
-“Technology Trends For Business”
Presenters: Nik Birge, Inland Cellular,
Lewiston and Zachary Fraser, General
Manager, Walla Walla Sweets Baseball
-“There is No Traffic Jam on the Extra
Mile”
Presenter: Bill Evans, Institute of
Professional Training, Seattle

Service Since 1972

• 4:00-6:00 Wine Reception for Attendees
and Presenters
The Walla Walla Business Summit will
be held at the Marcus Whitman Hotel.
Chamber members receive a 20% discount
for the Summit. For just $95 ($120 for
nonmembers), you have full access to all
keynote presentations, breakout sessions
of your choice, lunch, wine reception. This
is an amazing deal and I am confident you
will walk away with new information and
contacts for your business.
I want to thank our many sponsors that
have made the Summit possible. In addition
to Title Sponsor, Community Bank, and
co-presenting sponsors, The Port of Walla
Walla and the City of Walla Walla, sponsors
for the event and breakout sessions include:
Inland Cellular, Les Schwab, Washington
State Department of Commerce, Achieva
Marketing, CenturyLink, Alaska Airlines,
and the Walla Walla Sweets Baseball Club.
Many thanks to these great organizations
for helping to make the Summit happen.
So, will I see YOU at the Summit?
Purchase your tickets on the Business
Summit website at www.wwbizsummit.com
or by calling the Chamber at 509-525-0850.
Join us as we climb new heights for Walla
Walla. You don’t want to miss it! 

Connected Since 1890.

• WIRING & REPAIR
• PUMP SALES & SERVICE
• SECURITY SYSTEMS
• FIRE ALARMS
•
• COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

1421 Dell Ave., Walla Walla

WA DOYLE EI277CL • OR CCB#19588
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529-2500

Better ideas. Better banking.

Walla Walla Main
Eastgate
Ninth Avenue
(509) 526-8731 (509) 529-8181 (509) 527-6460

www.bannerbank.com

College Place
(509) 527-3646
Member FDIC

New Member To Member Discount Offers
• Betsy Hadden, Director of Member Services
One of the benefits of being a member of the Walla Walla Valley Chamber
of Commerce is the ability to leverage our vendor relationships to improve
your business. With that in mind, the Chamber is proud to announce a new
relationship with our media Chamber Members that will provide outstanding
advertising discounts. These discounts are offered exclusively to all Walla
Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce Members. Check out the insert in the
newsletter every month with great Member to Member discount offers.
We certainly hope you will take advantage of these new programs. They have
been put in place to help you grow your business and, in turn, help our community to thrive. We would like to thank all of our media partners for offering these
discounts that will help the local economy to prosper.

• Jim Bock with KUJ-AM is offering Chamber Members a free $225 package of commercials
(15 messages @ $15.00 when the Chamber Member invests at least $100. That’s a
minimum of 21 spots for $100 to any Chamber member for any initial advertising flight.
(This plan is perfect for a weekend blowout or a sustained week of advertising with approx.
4 spots a day Monday - Friday. (509) 527-1000
• KVEW TV is giving Chamber Members up to 30% off special scheduling, and discounted
production. You will be advertising during some prime programming. Contact Dawn
King for further details at (509) 735-8369
• The Walla Walla Union-Bulletin is offering to new or renewing Chamber Members who
are not currently advertisers, will give 30% off their rates for six months. For additional
information and pricing, call Jay Brodt at (509) 525-3300
• FOX 11 TV, is offering Chamber Members, 30% off rate card, 10% bonus schedule and free
production for new advertisers. Give Stephanie Jordana at call for additional information
at (509) 735-1700
• The Waitsburg Times is offering Chamber Members special pricing of purchase 4 ads at
$100 each and get a 5th ad of same value for free. Special offer for color ad purchase: $45
flat rate for any ad size.(cannot be combined with above offer. Subscribe to print newspaper
and receive free online access. Call Larry Davidson at (509)337-6631
• Utilize your Chamber Member Discount with Capps Broadcast Group and receive 50
:30 ads per day, per month over 4 to 7 consecutive days…and with your annual contract
you’ll also receive 25 added value :30’s per month free to use at your discretion. Choose
103.5 K-WHEAT or 107.7 THE VINE.
If you would like to include your business in the Member To Member Discount program,
please call or email Betsy Hadden at 509-525-0750 or bhadden@wwvchamber.com 
Continued from page 2

that increase taxes or will otherwise harm
the business climate.
Yet, as pro-business as the Senate has
been, the House appears to be the opposite.
The House has a pro-labor stance on many
ity will impact the business
of the issues
larthat
c
l
l
a
community
over the next few months, such as
ec
increasing state oversight in L&I negotiations
xtrem
icemandatory sick leave
and expandingvo
the
r
u
o
bill. As
thofynow, it’s unclear if or how the Senate

and House will compromise on these issues.
But as Senator Hewitt repeatedly emphasized
throughout the day, things are just starting to
heat up in Olympia. Even though it’s uncertain
how the House and Senate will reconcile
their conflicting viewpoints, many local
businesses can rest assured that they have
friends fighting in Olympia for their
interests. 

AMBASSADORS
Chris Jonlick
Inland Cellular
Terra Luthi
Holiday Inn Express
Kimberly McDaniels
Krivoshein Financial
Judy McDole
Walla Walla School District
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Scott Peters
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Joel Petty
Individual Member
Wade Robbins
Banner Bank
Sandi Rowe
Community Bank
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate
Ramon Zamora
Inland Cellular

i
Text w

(509) 629-2500
InlandCellular.com
1605 SE Meadowbrook Blvd. Ste. 7 College Place |
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win
RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)
U S Bank (‘58)
Valley Transit (‘81)
Waterbrook Winery
(‘98)
Wildhorse Resort and
Casino (‘00)
Windermere Real
Estate / Walla Walla
(‘92)
Zalaznik, Moore &
Associates, PLLC (‘02)

Members Of The Month
Did you know that Walla Walla has its own Drag
Strip? Walla Walla Drag Strip has been operating as a
NHRA approved track since 2009. In 2011, they won
the Summit Racing Track of The Year Award. They are
anticipating that 2013 will be their best year ever!
The Drag Strip has been hosting races since the summer of 1970 when it was originally
known as Bonanza Raceway. In late 2008 it was made known that the drag strip was going to
be closed. Not wanting to see this happen, five local businessmen, who were avid racers and
fans themselves, decided to purchase the track. They wanted to keep the track going for the
diehard spectators and racers, both the current and future. At that time the track was renamed
Walla Walla Drag Strip. Since 2009, with tremendous support from local businesses, spectators
and racers, they have been able to make improvements to the track. The first was to lay down
1/8 mile of new concrete track in 2011. This year they purchased new display signs, because a
lightning storm destroyed the old ones last summer.
2013 events will include their first ever National Open, their second annual Walla Walla
Wally Race, and third year of Top Sportsman and Top Dragster Shootout where the cars have to
be 5.29 seconds or faster in the 1/8th mile to compete. There will also be the National Dragster
Challenge, Junior Dragster Challenge and, finally, the King of the Track race to finish the season.
Come on out and enjoy the fun! They are located at 1212 Middle Waitsburg Road, and their
website is www.wwdragstrip.com. 
Timm Johnson writes, “It has long been a goal of my wife,
Teri, and I to take a learning visit to the Caribbean. The word
barbecue is rooted in the Taino word Barbacoa (meaning
cooking with wood). To advance our knowledge of
barbecue, we thought a trip to where it originated was in order.
Our most pleasant surprise on the trip was how fantastic the people were that we
encountered. Hardworking and happy are a couple adjectives that come to mind. We went
to learn about food and were extremely delighted. Every meal we ate on the islands was
delicious and the learning was abundant.
On the island of St. John we ate Conch fritters. They were incredibly flavorful. Timm was
able to get into the kitchen at Woody’s Seafood Saloon. There he got a lesson in making the
Conch fritters we had just eaten. A deep fryer has been purchased so we can develop a pulled
pork fritter.
Timm also had the opportunity to sit down with Chef Gray at the Lobster Grille at Bolongo
Bay Resort on St. Thomas. An offer to trade recipes enticed Chef Gray to sit with Timm and
give him a lesson in preparing authentic Jamaican jerk meats. Chef Gray also owns Jamaica
Me Crazy Bar and Restaurant. He is a very gracious gentleman that took the time to explain
the jerk process from start to finish. He even retrieved his rub from the kitchen to show us the
texture and fragrance.
Jerk originated in the 18th century with Jamaica’s runaway slaves. They hunted feral pigs,
rubbed the carcasses in foraged herbs and spices, and then cooked the meat in covered pits.
Not only was the preserved meat portable, but, as we now know, it tastes great.
Saturday evenings, A Wing and a Prayer Barbecue is serving “Jamaica Me Crazy” pork
loin dinners. We are also frequently serving “Jamaica Me Crazy” pork loin and Sweet Onion
Sandwiches. They are off-the-hook good now. We can hardly wait to taste how good Walla
Walla Sweet Onions make the sandwiches.
When asked what was the most enjoyable part of the vacation. We both answered “the
people”. If you get a chance to visit the Caribbean we highly recommend you do so.” 
Eye Examinations
Eye Health Management
Contact Lenses / Sunglasses
Large Frame Selection

Since 1949

509.529.2020
Valley Vision Clinic
22 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.valleyvisionclinic.com
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Accepting New Patients

Optometric Physicians
Dennis Poffenroth, O.D.
Luther Ness, O.D.
Rebecca Musick, O.D.
Angela Ferguson, O.D.
Jeremy Beam, O.D.
Rick Harrison, O.D.

May 14, 2013
Business After
Hours
Business After Hours on
May 14 will be hosted by City Slickers
Salon and Spa.
City Slickers is proud to announce the
Grand Opening of their new, full service
spa! In addition to top of the line hair
services, City Slickers has expanded their
space to provide the best in facials, skincare,
and massage. City
Slickers has broadened
the scope on the local
beauty and therapy
scene.
Join us for a relaxing and envigorating
evening on May 14,
2013, from 5:30-7:00.

Jeff Bolander, CPA
Owner

Advertise Your
Business or Event
Newsletter insert advertising has been rated one
of the best, most cost-effective forms of advertising
by members. For just pennies per reader, you can
put your information in front of highly targeted local
businesses and community members.
Your Chamber membership entitles you to
advertise your business or event in the monthly
ChamberNews. Only Chamber members can advertise in
the newsletter, so you are able to target other committed
businesses who care about our community and the
success of business in the Walla Walla Valley.
P r ov i d e 90 0 c o p i e s o f yo u r i n s e r t o n
regular weight, 8.5”x11” non-glossy paper that is not
folded. The cost for this insert is $150, which covers
postage. The insert is an excellent, cost-effective way
to promote your Chamber member business.
To g e t y o u r i n s e r t i n t o t h e May
ChamberNews,please have your inserts to us by
5:00 pm on April 15, 2013. Inserts are typically due
the second Monday of each month.

4th Annual
Business Classic Golf
Tournament

30 W. Main Street, Ste 204
Post Office Box 2062
Walla Walla, Washington 99362

Sponsored by

509.301.3941
866.798.0039
email jeff@bolandercpa.com
phone
fax

www.bolandercpa.com

July 16, 2013
Sponsorships Available
Call the Chamber today to
reserve your team entry.
509-525-0850

Monthly Statistics - February
Phone
Walk-in
Totals
YTD

Plan
Center
27
30
57

Tourism

Relocation
12
17
29

Event
Info
78
20
98

Business
assistance
30
4
34

Member Info/
referrals
112
48
160

64
24
88

117

183

67

177

113

283
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March Business After Hours

Columbia Rural Electric Company showed off their new digs
in an island-themed event.
BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS

Photos by Custom Photo Inc

April 9, 2013
Canoe Ridge
Vineyard & Friends
of Children of
Walla Walla
1102 W Cherry Ave,
Walla Walla
May 14, 2013

City Slickers Salon
& Spa

2013
CHAMBER
EVENTS
Business Summit
April 12
Balloon Stampede
May 10-12
Business Classic
Golf Tournament
July 16
Business Awards
Showcase
September 18

THE U-B BRINGS NEW
CUSTOMERS TO YOUR DOOR.

Annual Banquet
December 4

WALLA WALLA

Union-Bulletin.com

UNION-BULLETIN
We Bring the Valley to You

Call 525-3304 for more information.
CONTACT US

176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com

29 East Sumach | PO Box 644 | Walla Walla, WA 99362 | Phone 509.525.0850 | Fax 509.522.2038
info@wwvchamber.com | wwvchamber.com

