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A Year of Progress!
• David Woolson, President / CEO
ell, that was quick! 2013 flew by,
didn’t it? As we close out the year, I
want to take a quick peek back
at the Chamber’s efforts over the
last 12 months. When I became President &
CEO of the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of
Commerce 3 years ago, I had a couple of
primary goals. First, was to focus on the needs of
our 700 members and make sure our activities
and initiatives are relevant and helpful.
Secondly, I wanted to get the Chamber back in the
economic development arena.
Overall, the Chamber’s agenda can be
broken down into 4 areas:
1. Represent the interests of business to
government
2. Create a strong local economy
3. Provide networking and educational
opportunities to our members
4. Promote the community for business
As a reminder, our economic development
initiative “The Chamber Works Project,” also
has 4 primary elements:
1. Development of the Creative Economy
2. Hispanic Business Roundtable
3. Plow 2 Plate: development of culinary
agriculture and cuisine
4. D i g i t a l W 2 : d e ve l o p m e n t o f o u r
communication broadband infrastructure.
I am pleased to report that we had some
good progress over this year on all fronts. In no
particular order are some highlights of 2013:
1.The launch of the Walla Walla Film
Office. This effort is to recruit film and
television production to the Valley. It’s
a great way to bring dollars into local
businesses and receive national and
international exposure. We were able to recruit
the AMC Network television series “Showville”
that featured our local talent. Walla Walla
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received global exposure
from the show as it was
distributed internationally by Sony Pictures.
We also recruited REI,
the outdoor outfitter,
to shoot a series of
videos and advertising
campaigns. The Film
Office is working with the
state film commission Washington Filmworks
on additional productions for 2014.
2.The launch of the Walla Walla Business
Summit in April. This daylong conference gave
some great information to attendees from
top speakers around the Northwest. We will
be holding the 2nd Annual Summit April 11,
2014. The goal is build the Summit into a major
business conference and make connections
with other business professionals from out of
the area. It was a good start.
3.The Hispanic Business Roundtable had
a good series of meetings over the year. Lots
of energy and great discussions. We held
meetings with local elected officials and
governmental leaders. The Roundtable also
met with representatives from the Small
Business Administration from Washington
and Oregon. A big thanks to Roger Esparza
and his leadership on the Roundtable.
4.The Chamber was successful in
obtaining an $80,000 grant from the
Wa s h i n g t o n S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t o f
Commerce’s Broadband Office to further
develop our Digital W2 initiative. We have
teamed up with the Intelligent Community
Forum in New York. ICF is a global think tank
and advocacy group that works with communities around the world on broadband centric community and economic development
Continued on page 10
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We’re Good Enough, We’re Smart
Enough, And Doggone It! People
Like Us

• Damien Sinnott, Vice President of Public Policy and Business Development
he Walla Walla Valley has been getting economic development
a lot of love lately: we are known strategy that will allow
as the Friendliest Small Town in us to be competitive and
America; we were a finalist for Best prosperous in a broadSmall Towns for Food; we have received band and information
the Tree City USA designation on multiple technology based global
occasions; our downtown was recognized as economy.
one of the country’s Great Neighborhoods;
Not only is it quite
we are home to the number one community an honor for Walla
college in the country; and our wines have Walla to be chosen as
garnered a plethora of awards and are right- a Smart21 community,
fully recognized as some of the best in the but it also puts us in
world. In fact, the Walla Walla Valley has good company and can serve to raise our
been getting so much love that I can’t help profile with companies and organizations
but be reminded of Saturday Night Live’s that are seeking to relocate to communities
Stuart Smiley and his classic daily affirmation: that have demonstrated that they are on the
“We’re good enough, we’re smart enough, right path when it comes to incorporating
and doggone it! People like us!” Well, broadband into their cultural make-up. The
guess what, Walla Walla? Just when we other communities that made the list for
thought it couldn’t get any better, it did. It 2014 range in population size from 15,000
is time to make a little bit more room in the to 6.3 million, and are spread across the
community trophy case because Walla globe. They include: Arlington County,
Walla was just recognized as one of the Virginia; Coffs Harbour, New South Wales,
world’s Smart21 Communities for 2014.
Australia; Columbus, Ohio; Heraklion, Crete,
All joking aside, this is quite frankly an Greece; Hsinchu City, Taiwan; Kingston,
incredible honor for our community. The Ontario, Canada; Mitchell, South Dakota;
Smart21 designation was given out by the Montreal, Quebec, Canada; Nairobi County,
Intelligent Community Forum, which is a Kenya; New Taipei City, Taiwan; Parkland
New York-based think tank that works with County, Alberta, Canada; Prospect, South
communities from around the world to Australia, Australia; Quebec City, Quebec,
develop and promote best practices in the Canada; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Sunshine
area of broadband and information Coast, Queensland, Australia; Taoyuan
technology based economic and community County, Taiwan; Toronto, Ontario, Canada;
development strategies. We nominated Walla Wanganui, New Zealand; Whittlesea,
Walla in conjunction with the Chamber Victoria, Australia; and Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Works Project which includes a digital Canada.
component and were quite pleased when we
Each of these communities will now be
learned that Walla Walla had been selected submitting additional information to the
for recognition from almost 400 submissions Intelligent Community Forum which will be
from around the world. In fact, only 126 evaluated by an independent research firm
communities worldwide have gained which will select the cities or regions that will
the Smart21 designation from the be named to the Top7, and from those one
Intelligent Community Forum, and this community will be designated as the 2014
recognition confirms that we are on the Intelligent Community of the Year at ICF’s
right path towards creating a long-term
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Continued on page 11

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year,
send us your print ready ad and your
advertisment will be in over 1,000 copies
of this publication distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Contact Betsy at 509-525-0850 or
bhadden@wwvchamber.com today.
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Full Service Landscaping Professionals
529-2175
info@diamondcutwallawalla.com
www.diamondcutwallawalla.com
FREE Estimates, Walla Walla Valley Chamber member
discounts available!

Chambers Working Together!
• Casi Smith, Director of Special Events
he Chamber World is a much bigger
world than I ever imagined! Chamber
President/CEO David Woolson and I
recently traveled to the Oregon State
Chamber of Commerce and Washington Chamber of Commerce Executives Leadership Conference in Portland, Oregon. There, I
was introduced to so many other people who
work in the Chamber World in their communities faced with the same challenges, non-profit
efforts and on-going events we face right here
in Walla Walla. How refreshing it was to be
amongst my peers who really understand the
inner workings of a Chamber of Commerce
and how much it serves its community,
as well as how much its community relies
on its Chamber, sharing what works in other
Chambers, sharing what’s worked in ours and
how we can all work together to make each
other’s Chambers operate more smoothly.
What I learned from this conference (that
can also help your business!):
Community and Co-Working is what
needs to happen in any area that needs to
thrive and your Chamber of Commerce
is your catalyst! We want to ignite our
community to not only get us excited about
what we have to offer, but to encourage further
economic development along the way.
Ignition is a process you probably don’t think
much about. Turn a key or push a button and
an interconnected series of calibrated systems
go to work. In your work, maybe you’re part
of the system, but that doesn’t mean you can’t
take your turn at the ignition from time to
time. Push the button! Poke the Box! Let’s
push the button together!
Starting something is exciting! Some get
hooked on ideas more than action. Some
have to actually work and take off, right? So
go for it and don’t be afraid to explore, put it
out there and put your ideas to the test.
• Leadership: As far as a more graceful,
dignified approach to Leadership…it not
only starts with a Leader, but for a Leader to
lead, they need a team to lead. On a team,
everyone has a role, and no role is more
important than any other. No one can be
great at their role if everyone isn’t great at
their role.
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• Initiative: We need people
to start things and take
risks. Reward it. Support
them.
• Dignity: What you preserve in others when you
refuse to take anything but
the high road.
• Blame: Something a leader takes for their team,
even/especially when it
has nothing to do with them; never to be assigned to someone else.
• Annual Review: Do you still love what you
do here? Where do you want to be in 5 years?
How can I help you get there? Where do we
go from here together?
• Discipline: You can’t lead others if you can’t
manage yourself.
• Teaching: A way to demonstrate that you
have learned something.
• Crisis; Concentrate on issues, not personalities.
• Diplomacy: The art of letting someone else
have your way.
• Promises; Keep them. See also: Integrity
• Integrity; Something earned over decades,
but lost in a careless moment; if you have to
tell someone you have it, you don’t have it.
• Patience; Seek first to understand, then to be
understood. See Also; Listening
• Focus; Wherever you are, be there!
• Champion; A title that comes with a target
on your back. If you’re not a contender,
you’re not part of the conversation.
• Silence; Sometimes it’s the loudest thing in
the room.
• Excellence; It’s just a little bit more than
greatness; a hard place to get to, and even
harder to stay there.
• Servant Leadership; To publicly give credit to
anyone who played a role in your hard work
or achievements. Requires that you are willing to do, and capable of doing, anything you
would ask of someone else.
Excellent professional and personal rules to
live by…Helping one another brings a community together while helping it grow. Let’s grow
together and make our Walla Walla Valley the
best it can be! 
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Members’ News Flash
Columbia Fresh Produce Honored

Columbia Fresh Produce, Inc. was one of
five companies to receive the top civics award
in the state of Washington from Secretary
of State Kim Wyman’s office on Tuesday,
October 22, 2013. This Medallion Award
recognizes civic engagement, voter education
efforts, government services and a commitment to giving back to the community.
Columbia Fresh Produce, Inc. was
honored this year alongside business giants
Weyerhaeuser and IKEA, as well as Town Auto
Group, and McClain Insurance Services.
Columbia Fresh Produce, Inc. started
doing business over ten years ago, selling
Washington apples across the country. The
business has grown to include fresh produce
from all corners of the country. Based in
Walla Walla, they have a staff of six.
In Walla Walla, Columbia Fresh
Produce, Inc. has partnered financially with the
Salvation Army’s new local community food
bank, currently under construction. This
new food bank is designed with a free-choice
pantry, where clients may choose items in a
grocery store-like setting. 

What is Bowenwork???

Bowenwork has recently come to the
Walla Walla Valley. “But, what IS Bowenwork?” is the inevitable question. Bowenwork
is a very gentle therapy. It resets the resting
Valerie Fayette
rate of muscles, ligaments and tissue that have
One Meadow Lane
been traumatized by injury, repetitive motion
or an over abundance of life’s stresses. There
is no one who is unaffected by such things;
therefore EVERY BODY needs Bowenwork.
Bowenwork is a hands-on therapy in
which the practitioner performs precise,
gentle, rolling moves across muscles and
tendons, thereby creating a vibration. The
vibration becomes a signal to the brain, which
in turn sends instructions throughout the
body.itIn
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function. It also addresses every other
network in the body: internal organ systems and
musculoskeletal structures. People forget
about injuries and often don’t make a
connection between present pain or discomfort and a long ago accident. But the brain
doesn’t forget. Because Bowenwork prompts
YOUR brain to work with YOUR body it can
reset old trauma.
Bowenwork is so gentle it is suitable
for newborns just minutes old, the elderly
and all ages between! It gives the body
permission to activate its wonderful innate
ability to heal. And it is extremely relaxing –
BLISS for your body!
You might consider Bowenwork for
stress, whiplash, asthma, digestive disorders,
shoulder and arm problems, sciatica, knee injury, and MUCH more! Already, in this area, a
number of clients are “thrilled” at the progress
their body is making with Bowenwork! I look
forward to Bowenwork becoming well known
for its efficacy in the Walla Walla Community.
Call 503-269-2607 for more information or
to make an appointment. 

Check Out True Salon and Spa

Maile Parker, the owner of True Salon
and Spa, along with Cassi Puller, Brittany
Culver, and Kristen Covarrubias wanted to
create a nice cozy, quiet, relaxing salon, with
a spa like feel, while offering top quality
services at an affordable and fair price.
Located at 2009 Portland Avenue, in
what used to be a plumbing shop, there
was a major remodel to do. Luckily, Maile’s
husband Steven, and Cassi’s husband Zack,
happen to be handymen, and did most of
the remodel themselves. The husbands did
a good job of putting up with all of their
ideas while keeping it simple, elegant, and
comfortable at the same time.
As of now, True Salon and Spa offers
hair cutting, coloring, styling, facial waxing
and texturing services for men, women, and
children. They are also excited to have two
quiet spa service rooms. One is occupied by
Andrew Gately, LMP, who is offering massage
on nights and weekends.
They also added two new stylists, Nici

Members’ News Flash
Goff and Brittany Moody. With the addition
of these ladies, they are now open seven days
a week. For now the hours are varied, but
they are willing to work with what is most
convenient for their client.
Call 509-540-3188 to schedule your
appointment. 

Memory Care Assisted Living Community
and 8- Independent Retirement Living Patio
Homes. The expansion project increased
Wheatland Village’s campus size from 184
living options to 230.
Contact 509-527-9600 for information.

Have Your Office Party at Wildhorse

Wanted! A Few Good Volunteers!

Do you think you are too small for your
own Holiday Office Party? We have just the
festive solution for you! Wildhorse Catering
invites you and your business associates to
join the fun at the Ultimate Holiday Office
Party, on December 5, reception at 5:30pm,
Dinner at 6:30pm. Enjoy a buffet of prime
rib, lobster thermidor and all the trimmings
as well as refreshments, a DJ and dancing
along with other businesses just like yours!
Reserve a table by calling 541-966-1977
or emailing sales@wildhorseresort.com.
$29.95 per person, no-host bar. 

New Director at Park Manor

Serge Newberry has joined Park Manor
Rehabilitation Center as their new Executive
Director. For the past 18 years, Serge’s
professional experience includes Senior
Financial Consultant at Merrill Lynch,
Director of Marketing, successfully running
his own small business. After selling his small
business, he spent the past eight years as a
Nursing Home Administrator. He says his
success as an administrator has everything to
do with the excellent people he has worked
with. His focus continues to be building the
employees at Park Manor so they can better
care for the residents they serve. Serge enjoys
serving in the community. He was recently
president-elect of the Idaho Health Care
Association. Serge can be reached at
509-529-4218. 

Wheatland Village Expands

In partnership with Generations LLC and
Walla Walla General Hospital, Parkview at
Wheatland Village celebrated its completed
expansion project with a Grand Opening
and Dedication Ceremony on October 13 .
The completed project includes a 38-unit

Do you want to use your professional
and business skills to make a meaningful
difference in our community? Join forces
with Whitman College interns, Sherwood
Trust, and 501 Commons, an established
nonprofit consulting organization in Seattle
that serves the Washington nonprofit sector
and is coming to Walla Walla!
In 2014, 501 Commons will be offering
its Deep Dive technology planning program
to Walla Walla nonprofits. It will consist of
up to 15 consulting teams, each assigned to
a local nonprofit. Each team will consist of
a Whitman College intern and a community
volunteer with facilitation, planning and
general office technology skills – no special
technology expertise is required.
With support from 501 Commons staff,
each consulting team will work with a nonprofit to:
• Complete an assessment of current
technology systems, including both strengths
and challenges.
• Develop a Key Issues Report, identifying issues that limit the organization’s ability
to use technology.
• Develop an Action Plan to address
the top technology issue(s).
• Implement the Action Plan.
The time commitment for the community
volunteer approximates two to three hours
a week for four months, from April through
July of next year. Generally, the consultants
will meet with the nonprofit’s Deep Dive
team twice a month. The Implementation
phase will occur in the fall and is optional for
community volunteers.
So, to make a meaningful contribution
by engaging in this important process, please
contact Alex Green (alex@501commons.org)
by Friday, December 13. Thank you! 
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Residential • Commercial
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Blue Palm Frozen Yogurt

Since
1975

Walla Walla Electric
509-525-8672 Fx: 509-525-8642
www.wwelectric.com

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
AC Electric (‘09)
Achieva Marketing
Group (‘08)
Altrusa International
of Walla Walla (‘07)
Anderson Perry &
Associates, Inc (‘78)
Blaze King (‘09)

Busy Tails (‘12)
Cadaretta Winery
(‘09)
Castillo De Feliciana
Vineyard & Winery
(‘09)
Clarette’s Restaurant
(‘64)
Clark Arias Physical
Therapy (‘05)
Columbia Energy
(‘11)
Columbia Fresh
Produce (‘09)
Dunning Irrigation
Supply (‘09)
Eagle Home Mortgage
(‘05)
Earl E. Brown & Sons
Inc (‘86)

Continued on page 7

176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com
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Ribbon Cuttings
City Slickers Salon & Spa

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Downtown Walla Walla Farmers Market

Grapeland Supply
(‘04)

Harold & Valerie
Cochran (‘09)
Inspired Enterprises
Inc (‘12)
Isenhower Cellars,
LLC (‘12)

Gesa Power House Theatre Elevator

Misbehaven Spa & Salon

J. Eric Kimball, CPA
(‘09)
Jayne DiDario Windermere Real
Estate (‘09)
John L. Scott - Walla
Walla (‘09)
John Thrasher (‘89)

Mikki’s & The Mix
Photo by Custom Photo, Inc.

Telander Gallery

The Muscle Shack

Walla Walla Valley Farmers Market

Larry Siegel Law
Office (‘09)
Long Shadows Winery
(‘09)
McAdams, Ponti,
Wernette and
VanDorn, PS (‘71)
Misbehaven Spa &
Salon (‘05)
Narum Concrete
Construction (‘09)
Nick Taruscio Farms
(‘83)

Continued on page 10

BUTLER CARPET CLEANING

No-Soap Cleaning Process		 		Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning		 		Tile Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated		 		Commercial & Residential

TONY RUKAVINA
Owner
509-956-9996

Let the “BUTLER” Do it!

OMS
2 RO 5
$7

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year,
send us your print ready ad and your
advertisment will be in over 1,000 copies
of this publication distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Contact Betsy at 509-525-0850 or
bhadden@wwvchamber.com today.
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Columbia Rural Electric
Association
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Individual
Michelle Conner
Baker Boyer Bank

Shop “Local First”
• Betsy Hadden, Director of Member Services

W

ith the holiday season upon us the
Walla Walla Valley Chamber of
Commerce wants to remind you
to shop “Local First” to assist our
local economy and to show Walla Walla
Valley homesowners all the benefits that our
community receives by supporting our local
businesses.
This time of year is a great time to
encourage residents to take a look around
the Valley to find resources they can use, not
only during the holiday season, but all year.
Here’s our Top 10 Reasons To Shop, Dine
and Do Business Locally First.
1. Significantly more money recirculates
in the local community.
2. Unique businesses are an integral part
of our distinctive character
3. Put your taxes to good use
4. Most new jobs are provided by local
businesses.
5. Customer service is better
6. Local business owners invest in our
community.
7. Because locally-owned businesses often
purchase from other local businesses.
When you purchase at locally-owned
businesses, more money is kept in our
community.
8. Environmental impact is reduced.
9. Non-profits receive greater support
through donation dollars and sponsorship.
10. Increasingly, economic research shows
that in an increasingly homogenized
world, skilled workers and entrepreneurs
are more likely to invest and settle in
communities that preserve their oneof-a-kind businesses and distinctive
character.

customer service at our local
establishments is great and
they employ our own Walla
Walla Valley residents.
A strong community
relies on a strong business
community. A strong business community relies on a
strong community. Together we can keep our Valley
vibrant and strong. Please,
shop “Local First.” 

Holiday Business
After Hours
Last year we had such a great turnout and
so much fun, they decided to hold it again!
Enjoy a special Holiday Business After
Hours at the Marcus Whitman Hotel and
Conference Center. This month it will be
held on Thursday December 12, 5:30-7pm.
Enjoy festive holiday music, tours of the
property and tastes of the scrumptious bites
that Chef Antonio and his crew will create
especially for this evening.
What a great way to celebrate the
season with the Marcus Whitman Hotel and
Conference Center. We are truly appreciative
of this wonderful holiday gift they have given
our community for the second year in a row!
6 N Rose St, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Instead of heading outside of the area,
fighting the crowds and trying to find a
parking space, why not shop here in the
Valley? Log onto our website to see all of our
great Chamber member businesses at www.
wwvchamber.com. You will find that the

“We Care About Your Safety”

THE U-B BRINGS NEW
CUSTOMERS TO YOUR DOOR.

Electrical Wiring & Repair
Pumps & Motors ~ Gates
Security & Fire Alarm Systems
1421 Dell Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362

509-529-2500

WA DOYLEEI277CL ~ OR CCB# 19588
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WALLA WALLA

Union-Bulletin.com

UNION-BULLETIN
We Bring the Valley to You

Call 525-3304 for more information.

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members

Blue Mountain Creations Custom Embroidery, 611 SE Emigrant Ave, Pendleton 541-276-8845
With over 10 years experience in custom embroidery you can count on Blue Mountain
Creations for quality apparel and accessories with excellent customer service.
Health Quest Therapeutic Massage, 2316 Eastgate St, Suite 110, WW 509-527-1156
Offers a wide variety of modalities; including deep tissue, myofascial release, trigger point
therapy, cranial sacral, pregnancy massage and many more to fit the exact needs of our clients.
Keith Nerdin, WW
Individual membership
Quantum Bowenwork, 608 1/2 N Main St., MF 503-269-2607
A unique, gentle and effective therapy using minimal physical movement to achieve the
desired results. Encourages your body’s innate ability to heal!
Spring Valley Vineyard, 18 N 2nd Ave., WW 509-525-1506
Spring Valley Vineyard is a limited production facility, producing only estate-grown and
bottled red wine. The names given to our wines are a tribute to the family members who
have struggled and succeeded in farming the same land where the vineyard now flourishes.
True Salon & Spa, 2009 Portland Ave., WW 509-540-3188
Our mission at True Salon is to delight each guest every time we come in contact with them.
We will build lasting relationships by making them feel comfortable and welcome.

Do you have a new member to refer? Email Betsy at bhadden@wwvchamber.com.

Ambassador Profile

Name: Brenda Breshears
Occupation/job title: Office Manager/Bookkeeper for Elsom Roofing
and Blue Palm Frozen Yogurt
Hometown: Burley, Idaho
University attended: Linn Benton Community College, Albany, OR
What are some of your hobbies? Vacationing, wining & dining, hiking
& bicycling
Where do you see yourself in 10 years? Healthy, wealthy, and wise.
List 3 things you have accomplished that you’re proud of:
• A long term marriage (only one)
• Two amazing sons
• I kicked cancer’s butt
What do you like best about being an Ambassador? I get to visit with some really
amazing local business people.
Tell me one thing about yourself that nobody would ever guess: I have no tattoos……
anywhere. Ok, I do have two leftover dots from radiation therapy.
List 3 things that you would put on a “Bucket list”:
• Take a Mediterannean cruise
• Be debt free forevermore
• Win the Powerball
What is your favorite thing to do in Walla Walla? Wine & dine
If you had the entire day off to do ANYTHING you wanted with WHOEVER you wanted,
what would it be? I would fly to Seattle with my best buddy/hubby, hitch a ride on the
light rail to downtown, check out Pike Place and some cool little shops, wine & dine,
and head back to the airport for the flight home. 

Connected Since 1890.
Better ideas. Better banking.

Walla Walla Main
Eastgate
Ninth Avenue
(509) 526-8731 (509) 529-8181 (509) 527-6460

www.bannerbank.com

AMBASSADORS
Peter Early
Abadan
Chris Jonlick
Inland Cellular
Terra Luthi
Holiday Inn Express
Kimberly McDaniels
Krivoshein Financial
Judy McDole
Walla Walla School District
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Wade Robbins
Banner Bank
Sandi Rowe
Community Bank
Andre Selfa
Gesa Credit Union
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate
Erica Walter
Shakespeare Walla
Walla

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year,
send us your print ready ad and your
advertisment will be in over 1,000 copies
of this publication distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

College Place
(509) 527-3646
Member FDIC

Contact Betsy at 509-525-0850 or
bhadden@wwvchamber.com today.
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Monthly Statistics - October

RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)
Nixon’s Marine Inc
(‘04)

Phone
Walk-in
Totals

Northern Quest
Resort & Casino (‘12)
Pioneer Ready Mix
(‘05)

Plan
Center
7
21
28

Tourism

Relocation

77
63
140

349

1468

YTD

Providence St. Mary
Medical Center (‘61)

44
21
65

Event
Info
114
23
137

Business
Assistance
42
31
73

Member Info/
Referrals
88
36
124

432

1281

551

1375

Continued from page 1

Rack & Maintenance
Source, LLC (‘09)
Rancho Villa Storage
(‘09)
Sapolil Cellars (‘07)
Savvy Accounting
(‘09)
Seven Hills Winery
(‘09)
Shakespeare Walla
Walla (‘12)
Sherwood Trust (‘09)
Smith Brothers
Industries, LLC (‘08)
South Fork Grill (‘10)
Southpoint Dental
Center (‘05)

SS Equipment (‘12)

Continued on page 11

strategies. We had ICF in town last month for element into the equation, the Affordable Care
a daylong event around our digital broadband Act and all of the immensely changing aspects
of healthcare reform, as well as handling
future.
5.Related to number 4, Walla Walla was tough Human Resource issues. Let me know
selected as a Top 21 Intelligent Community if there is a business topic you would like us
in the world by the ICF! We applied earlier to cover at an upcoming event.
8.We are about to launch an effort with the
this year and were able to tout the many great
elements happening in this community in State Department of Agriculture called Savor
addition to our recent expansion of broad- Washington. It will feature the culinary tourband infrastructure. They liked what is ism opportunities here in the Valley. The goal
happening in W2! See Damien’s article in this is bring in more visitors (and their dollars!) to
enjoy our local farm and cuisine scene. This
newsletter for more information.
6.Our public policy efforts continue was a good collaboration with Tourism Walla
to build and make sure that the business Walla and Ron Peck. Thanks!
9.Oh yeah, we did some events! The
community has a voice at the table. We were very
Chamber
put on the 39th Annual Balloon
active in this year’s legislative
session
and
have
Increase Your Construction Business!
built a good coalition with other Chambers Stampede, Business Classic Golf Tournament,
of Commerce across the state. We met
Gainin
Access
to Business Awards Showcase and in a
few
days, the 131st Annual Banquet. We held
Olympia with our legislative delegation
and
Area and Regional
a
dozen
Business After Hours with some great
with other elected officials to highlight
areas
Projects!
businesses, a fun Member Appreciation
that we supported and those we hadConstruction
concerns. local
In as little as five
you could
BBQ,
andbe 20+ Ribbon Cuttings and Business
The Chamber also held our Legislative
411minutes,
accessing
local or regional
projects.
Celebrations.
Conference Call with our legislators
during
10.Most importantly, I had a chance to
the session that was open to members to get
our great members and get to
briefings and give input. Additionally,
p we held connectWwith
i
h
ec
s
er
set
ith a anbusiness
emb able, of local know w
their
issues and concerns. This
our candidate debates forTwao mnumber
yo
l
i
m
a
v
e
a
mbe u up
suit
ons rdable
is
obviously
an
ongoing
process but I really
races in October to get their
on
r
y
s
o
h
opti perspectives
ur b
ip t o
affo ns!
usinabout
la
enjoy
learning
the
diverse
and talented
withmonth,
specific business issues. Last
we
held
p
e
n
t
s
e
s
n
e
e
ds.
Already a member?
paym elected officials
individuals and
companies that make up the
our Legislative Luncheon with
about our New
Valley’s business community. Please don’t
to give our members an opportunity toAsk
have
Member Referral
hesitate if I can be of assistance to your efforts.
direct access and interact at the local,Incentive
stateprogram.
I am proud to represent you!
and federal level.
Thank you for a great 2013! I greatly
7.In addition to the Summit, we
held
For more
information, contact
Marissa or Lori at (509)
629-1267.
appreciate
your support and investment in the
other educational events and discussions.
Or email mpotter@wwvchamber.com
We had quarterly luncheons on the topics of Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce.
the Northwest film and television industry, Again, it was a good year and we made some
the concept of the Triple Bottom Line and progress. We are just getting started! 
including a community and sustainability
Eye Examinations
Eye Health Management
Contact Lenses / Sunglasses
Large Frame Selection

Since 1949

509.529.2020
Valley Vision Clinic
22 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.valleyvisionclinic.com
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Accepting New Patients

Optometric Physicians
Dennis Poffenroth, O.D.
Luther Ness, O.D.
Rebecca Musick, O.D.
Angela Ferguson, O.D.
Jeremy Beam, O.D.
Rick Harrison, O.D.

CCB 199419

RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)
Stash (‘09)
State Farm Insurance Mike Sinnerton (‘09)
Stone Soup Cafe (‘09)
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Terry Nealey, State
Representative (‘09)

A Celebration of Fine Food, Wine, and Art
A Celebration
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Saturday,
Saturday,
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Solutions (‘05)

Advertise Your Business or Event

Newsletter insert advertising has been rated one of the best, most cost-effective forms of
advertising by members. For just pennies per reader, you can put your information in front
of highly targeted local businesses and community members.
Your Chamber membership entitles you to advertise your business or event in the monthly
ChamberNews. Only Chamber members can advertise in the newsletter, so you are able
to target other committedbusinesses who care about our community and the success of
business in the Walla Walla Valley.
Provide 900 copies of your insert on regular weight, 8.5”x11” non-glossy paper that is
not folded. The cost for this insert is $150, which covers postage. The insert is an excellent,
cost-effective way to promote your Chamber member business.
To get your insert into the January ChamberNews,please have your inserts to us by 5:00
pm on December 16, 2013. Inserts are typically due the second Monday of each month.

Continued from page 2

annual awards program in New York City in
June.
While we are honored and humbled
to be included in such a great and diverse
list of global communities, we are also not
entirely surprised. We have long said that
Walla Walla has a unique combination of
talented people, a diverse and vibrant
economic base, and a rich array of
cultural offerings. In addition, there are many
examples of broadband technologies currently

being employed to help our community
leverage these inherent strengths, and we are
constantly thinking about additional ways
to incorporate technology to strengthen
our regional economy. The truth is our
community is full of talented forward
thinking leaders, and the world is starting to
take notice. So come on people, say it with
me. We’re good enough, we’re smart enough
(and we have the designation to prove it),
and doggone it! People like us! 

United Country Walla Walla Homes &
Land (‘11)
USKH (‘12)
Va Piano Vineyards
(‘09)

Wagoner Touchet
Farms (‘09)
Walla Walla
Community Hospice
(‘09)
Wenzel Nursery (‘09)
WilliamsTeamHomes.
com (‘09)
Zerba Cellars (‘05)

We can help with that!

At Alder Family Dental we are continuously trying to
better serve you.Just call a day in advance of your
appointment and we will be happy to pick you up and take
you back home after your appointment!
No strings, no gimmicks, we care about your dental
health, and want to be at your service!

Call 509-525-9474
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November Business After Hours
BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS

CAVU Cellars hosted November’s
Business After Hours. Thanks for a great event.

December 12
Marcus Whitman
Hotel &
Conference Center
6 W. Rose St, WW
January 14
Walla Walla
Community
College Culinary
Arts Center

2013 / 2014
CHAMBER
EVENTS
Annual Banquet
December 4
Business
Summit
April 11
Balloon
Stampede
May 9-11
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CONTACT US

29 East Sumach | PO Box 644 | Walla Walla, WA 99362 | Phone 509.525.0850 | Fax 509.522.2038
info@wwvchamber.com | wwvchamber.com

