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The Other Stuff
• David Woolson, President and CEO
any of you know the primary
activities of the Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce. These
include a variety of events: Business
After Hours, the Walla Walla Business Summit
in April, The Annual Business Classic Golf
Tournament in July, , the Business Awards
Showcase on September 17th and the 132nd
Annual Banquet this December 3rd. The
Banquet is where we honor a man and woman
each year with the Award of Merit for their
contributions to the Community.
Some of the other core activities include
providing business referrals to our members
and tourism information for the 5,000
requests we receive each year. We maintain a
walk-in Visitor and Information Center. Our
staff meets one on one with visitors to Walla
Walla, people that are considering relocating
here and assisting local citizens with a WIDE
variety of information and contacts. One thing
I love about working at the Chamber is that
no two days are alike!
I also want to let you know about some of
the Chamber’s other activities and efforts. Let’s
call it “the other stuff.” Here we go:
1. Statewide Representation of Walla
Walla. I serve on the Board of Directors of
the Washington Chamber of Commerce
Executives (WCCE). The WCCE is comprised
of my counterparts from around the state. We
collaborate on a wide variety of issues that
impact our collective members and our local
and statewide business climate.
Additionally, Damien Sinnott, our Vice
President of Public Policy and Business
Development, is on the Advisory Board of
the Washington Policy Center. The Center is
a pro business think tank and provides a wide
array of research and advocacy. We are

M

also very engaged with the
Association of Washington Business on a number
of issues. This gives us
access and a voice on behalf
of our members.
I am also very active
with the Western Association of Chamber Executives
and the American Chamber of Commerce Executives. These relationships are important and allow us to have key
contacts in many US cities and provide key
intelligence and best practices.
2. The Plan Center. The Chamber is very
interested in making sure that our members
that work in the construction trades get their
fair share (even more is OK with me!). The
Plan Center is a great resource with upcoming
building and major remodeling projects. We
provide architectural plans and bidding specs
to get you in the game.
3. The Air Coalition. The Chamber has led
the effort to retain air service into Walla Walla.
Three years ago we were in deep trouble and
on the chopping block to lose service. Ugh!
The market was dead last in the 42 markets
that Alaska Airlines serves in profitability and
Horizon was being pulled from the market
along with a number of long term relationships. Fortunately, we have had great partners
to address this issue: the Port of Walla Walla,
the Wine Alliance, Tourism Walla Walla and key
players from the private sector including Paul
Schneidmiller from Worldwide Travel and Kip
Kelly with Coffee Communications. It is a true
coalition. Through our collective efforts, the
market has turned around for Alaska Airlines.
Continued on page 10
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n Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens wrote
that “the law is an arse.” Actually, the
full quote is, “if the law supposes
that, the law is an arse—an idiot.
If that’s the eye of the law, the law is a
bachelor; and the worst I wish the
law is that his eye may be opened by
experience.” Dickens wrote this in the
early 19th century, and as we sit here
today, roughly 175 years later, not much
has changed—our eyes have not been
opened by experience and the law is still
“an arse.”
I suspect that at this very moment,
someone is reading this and nodding
his or head vigorously in whole-hearted
agreement that lawyers are “arses.” If
you are that person, please read the first
paragraph more carefully and take note
that whether that is, or is not, true, that is
not the point I am trying to make in this
article. (Also, considering that I am a
lawyer, our CEO is a lawyer, and the Chairman of our Board of Directors is a lawyer,
I will probably refrain from attempting
to make that point in future newsletter
articles). The point that I wish to make is
also not arrived at from a strict reading of
Dickens’ quote, for I do not believe that
the law itself is an arse or an idiot; after
all, the law is simply a system of rules that
we have imposed upon ourselves in order
to avoid anarchy, chaos, barbarism, and
unfettered injustice. Rather, the point I
wish to make is that it is our emotional
reaction to our system of law that causes
us to set aside common sense and
lessons learned from experience and
leads us to make decisions like arses and
idiots.
The emotional reaction that far too
often drives our decision making
process in unfortunate directions is
fear, and more specifically, fear of being
sued. One does not have to look far to
find examples of good folks making bad
decisions simply because they believe
the right decision might lead to a lawsuit. Sometimes we see it from elected
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officials who shrug their
shoulders and adhere to
a strict, but nonsensical,
application of the law so
as to avoid a legal claim
down the road. And of
course, this phenomena
is not unique to government; there are plenty of
examples in the private
sector as well. Sometimes employers retain poorly performing
employees simply out of fear of the
potential legal consequences that could
arise if they let them go. Sometimes
business owners find themselves spending more time worrying about lawsuits
than they do worrying about customer
service or marketing. And sometimes,
companies are forced to spend time,
energy, and money crafting and applying
warning labels that provide us with
golden nuggets of information like our
coffee is hot. The law, or more specifically
our fear of the law, can in fact cause us to
act like arses and idiots.
The fact of the matter is, that for
better or worse, we live in a litigious
society. Lawsuits are easily filed, and
every day we make decisions that could
conceivably lead to legal action. I have
a good friend who is a doctor, and after
seeing one of his colleagues go through the
agony of being sued, he asked me what he
could do to avoid being on the wrong end
of a lawsuit. My answer was simple: quit
practicing medicine. Naturally, I didn’t
want him to do that. As I went on to
explain to him, he simply needed to
continue being the best doctor he could
be by making good patient-centric
decisions based on knowledge and
experience, not based on fear of potential
litigation. Is it possible that he will be
sued someday—yep, it certainly is. But it
is also likely that if he does what is right
for his patients to the best of his ability,
he will have very little to fear from that
Continued on page 11
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• Damien Sinnott, Vice President of Public Policy and Business Development
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Education Impacts the Local Economy
• James Peterson, Chamber of Commerce Past Chair
ith the start of a new school year expectation of more stable
just around the corner it seems employment
prospects,
fitting to think about how educa- higher lifetime earnings,
tion impacts the local, regional and the opportunity to
and national economy.
continue one’s education
A healthy economy is one which has at the postsecondary level.
an abundant supply of jobs that provide
But a high school
living wages that in turn provide a standard education
will
not
of living and quality of life in which families be enough to assure
prosper. One of the goals of the Walla Walla economic prosperity for
Valley Chamber of Commerce is to help our citizens and our
create that healthy economy in our region. community. Employers across the nation
Essential ingredients for a healthy economy are reporting a skills gap. Jobs are going
in the Walla Walla Valley include: increased unfilled because qualified candidates can
productivity, innovation, and entrepreneur- not be found. According to the Lumina
ship. All of these ingredients depend upon Foundation, one of the funding sponsors of
investment, infrastructure and talent. The the Aspen Prize (which WWCC received), in
Chamber encourages investment by helping order to be competitive; our nation will need
businesses grow. The Chamber partners 60% of the working-age population to hold
with other organizations to stimulate at least an Associate degree or a high quality
and encourage investment. The Chamber credential by 2025. Currently less than
advocates for physical infrastructure from 40% of the US population holds such. In
streets, water, and sewer to internet and high Washington State, 42% of the State’s working
capacity connections to the digital highway. age adults hold at a least a 2-year degree.
The Chamber advocates for regulations In Walla Walla County only 37% of adults
(or lack of) that allow businesses to grow and between 24 and 65 have earned at least an
prosper.
associate’s degree. The Aspen Prize recogAlthough businesses often invest in nized WWCC for success. WWCC students
talent through in-house training, most of graduate at a rate of 54% compared to the
the talent investment is left to educational national average of 40%. WWCC graduates
institutions. So how are we doing with talent earn 79% more – on the average – than
creation?
do other new hires in the area ($41548
The Port of Walla Walla sponsors a compared to $23,244). WWCC enrolls a
web site called Walla Walla Trends (www. larger proportion of under-represented
wallawallatrends.ewu.edu) which provides minority students than is present in the
relevant data for decision making in an College’s service area, and under-represented
easily navigable website. Walla Walla Trends minorities at WWCC succeed at rates well
reported that during the 2012-2013 school above the national average (48% compared
year in Walla Walla County, the five-year to 34%)
graduation rate was 83.6%, decreasing from
Are we pleased with our accomplish84.5% during the 2010-2011 school year. By ments at WWCC? Yes. Are we satisfied? Not
comparison in Washington State during the completely! We need to have more students
2012-2013 school year, the five-year gradua- finish what they start at WWCC in order to
tion rate was 81.5%, increasing from 78.2% reduce the skills gap. To achieve the goal of
during the 2010-2011 school year.
60% of adults with at least an associate’s
Should we be pleased that our county is degree in Walla Walla County we need to
above the state average? Yes. Should we be increase degree production at a rate of
satisfied? Not Completely! Let’s set a goal 2.5% per year. To accomplish this increase,
of 100% high school completion for Walla we will create clear pathways aimed at clear
Walla County students. Every student should results. We must align programs and classes
earn a high school diploma and have the
Continued on page 8
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Members’ News Flash
Free Stop Smoking Classes
For anyone wanting to quit smoking.
This series of seven classes helps you adopt
a smoke-free lifestyle. Series begins on
September 2, from 5pm to 7pm. at Walla
Walla General Hospital. Call 509-522-2424
for more information. 

Feast in the Fields
Spring Valley Vineyards Rolling golden
wheat fields and fragrant trellised grape
vines set the stage for a perfect farm to table
dinner at Spring Valley Vineyards on
September 4. Olive Catering is proud to be
partnering with this breathtaking working
ranch to offer a four-course feast featuring
summers bounty. For more information
and to reserve your seat at the table contact
catering@olivemarketplaceandcafe.com or
call (509) 520-9739. 

13th Annual Pond & Garden Tour
This Walla Walla Community Hospice
fund raising event is a self guided tour of
ten private gardens in the Walla Walla area.
It is a delightful tour featuring unique and
creative gardens which incorporate ponds,
creeks, and other water features into the
design. Tickets are $20 and include a tour map
and provide admission to all ten gardens.
September 6 from 9am to 4pm. More
information is available at wwhospice.org. 

Salsa Under the Stars
September 6, 6pm - 9pm, Castillo De
Feliciana presents their 4th annual Salsa
Under the Stars event. Enjoy an evening of
food, music, salsa lessons, wine and sangria!
Please call 541-558-3656 for information
and to make your reservation. 

Government Contracting Workshop

Wheelin’ Weekend
Mark your calendars for the 19th annual
Wheelin’ Walla Walla Weekend, September
5 & 6. This two-day antique and classic car
show draws entries from all over the Northwest. Last year they welcomed over 390
vehicles and nearly 5,000 spectators. Event
includes a Friday night cruise, a car show on
Main Street and a Saturday street dance. Call
509-529-8755 for more information. 

Annual Shrimp Boil
Come fill your plate and join us
September 6 at Green Gables Inn, as we host
a Southern Shrimp Boil. Pass the evening
away under the stars enjoying live music
and a 5-course meal with all the flavors of
the South brought to you from the expert
touch of our in-house Chef Andrea Bughi.
Additional beverages available for purchase.
This is sure to be a night to remember for
all who attend! This event sold out the last
two years be sure to get tickets early! For
additional information call 509-876-4373.

Register now for an upcoming class
on September 11, 9am - 11:30am to find
out what it takes to become a successful
government contractor.
Washington PTCA can help you get
prepared for government business. They will
teach you the basics of marketing and selling
your products and services to federal, state
and local government agencies. In this class
you will learn: how to classify your product or
service, how to register in correct databases,
small business programs and certifications,
types of solicitations and how to respond,
marketing strategies for finding opportunities, how to develop a capability statement,
and laws and regulations. This is a great
opportunity for established businesses
to learn how to get ready for the government procurement market. Classes are
FREE and held at the Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce. Registration is
required. For assistance please contact
Ashley Coronado at 509-491-3231 or
tricity@washingtonptac.org. 

“We Care About Your Safety”

Electrical Wiring & Repair
Pumps & Motors ~ Gates
Security & Fire Alarm Systems
1421 Dell Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362

509-529-2500
WA DOYLEEI277CL ~ OR CCB# 19588
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(509) 629-2500
InlandCellular.com
1605 SE Meadowbrook Blvd. Ste. 7 College Place |

Members’ News Flash
MarchFourth Marching Band
On September 12 at Gesa Power House,
MarchFourth Marching Band will take you
on a journey from the swamps of Louisiana
to the gypsy camps of Eastern Europe to the
African jungle by way of Brazil, echoing the
deepest grooves of American funk, rock, and
jazz then boiling it all together in cinematic
fashion with high-stepping stilt-acrobatics
and dazzling dancers. This genre-busting,
in-your-face experience is not to be missed!
A parade from Main Street to the Gesa
Power House Theatre begins at 7pm. The
show begins at 7:30pm. Tickets can be
purchased at www.phtww.com. 

O Brother, Where Art Thou?
Come enjoy a relaxing evening under
the stars with a glass of wine and a movie
in our beautiful outdoor amphitheater on
September 12. Bring your own lawn chairs or
blankets and enjoy our feature film. We will
have wine of course, and an assortment of
non-alcoholic beverages, cheese plates, snack
items and sweet treats available for purchase.
No outside food or beverages may be brought
on-site, thank you for understanding.
Complimentary to attend. Free movie
popcorn will be provided with any wine
purchase (for those over 21). No RSVP
Required.
All ages are welcome. Although we
love pets and welcome them to our
tasting room during business hours, no
pets will be allowed during our movie
events. For questions please contact Three
Rivers Winery at 509-526-9463 x1 or email
info@threeriverswinery.com. 

Vroom Vroom
Walla Walla Drag Strip will be holding
its 3rd Annual Walla Walla Wally Race on
September 13 - 14. On the 13th, gates open
at 11 am, time trials at 1 pm, followed by
eliminations. On the 14th, gates open at
7:30 am, time trials at 9:30 am, followed by
eliminations.

Top Sportsman and Top Dragster
Shootout will run September 26 - 28. On
the 26th, gates open at 5pm with Test and
Tune starting at 6pm. On the 27th, gates
open at 8am, time trials at 10am followed by
eliminations. Then on the 28th, gates open
at 7:30am, time trials at 9:30am followed by
eliminations. Visit www.ww.dragstrip.com
for more information. 

Workplace Safety
Washington State Crime Prevention
Association, Walla Walla Area Crime Watch
and the Walla Walla Police Department
present Workplace Safety at the Walla
Walla Community College’s Conference
Center. There are two sessions available on
September 16 at 9am and 1:30pm.
The three hour presentations will cover
topics like: the verbal and non-verbal
warning signs, how to contact an angry
person, the common mistake workplaces
make, physical safety and parking lots, the
3 kinds of threats, a history of workplace
violence, verbal do’s and don’ts, 10 workplace best practices, creative weapons at your
disposal, the number one mistake made by
workplaces in the USA, and much more.
Presenters include: Jim Sawyer, President
of the Washington State Crime Prevention
Association and employed at Seattle
Children’s Hospital in Security Services, and
Travis Pendell, Crime Prevention Officer with
the Spokane County Sheriff's Office.
$20/person or 3 or more per company
$15.00 each. RSVP by September 12, by
contacting Vicki Ruley at 509-524-4409 or
vruley@wallawallawa.gov. 
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Providence St. Mary Gran Fondo
Join hundreds of cancer survivors and
supporters on September 20 at WWCC Dietrich Dome. Choose from several fun events:
walking, cycling, horseback riding or a color
fun run. Visit washington.providence.org/
donate/providence-st-mary-foundation/
events/gran-fondo for more information. 

© 2014 Pacific Power

Smart businesses
are wattsmart.

wattsmart is registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
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RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Agreeable Pest Control (‘93)

AmericanWest Bank
(‘77)

America’s Best Value
Inn (‘01)

Basel Cellars Estate
Winery (‘03)

Baskin-Robbins (‘07)

September 17, 2014
6:00 pm
(Doors open at 5:30 pm)

Baker Boyer Bank
7 W Main St

Big Cheese Pizza (‘03)

Byrnes Oil Co (‘77)

$25 per person includes: Awards Ceremony, wines, heavy hors d’oeurves & desserts.
Please contact the Chamber for more information or to purchase tickets at 509-525-0850

Cayuse Vineyards
(‘00)

Charter Communications (‘53)

AWARD SPONSORS
Catalyst—Alaska Airlines
Health & Wellness—Hayden Homes
Business of the Year—Port of Walla Walla
Not-for-Profit—YMCA
Sweet Service—Sykes Enterprises
$mart Business Partner—Sustainable Living Center
Youth Entrepreneur—CenturyLink

Columbia Bank (‘10)

Continued on page 7

Experience the difference of BETTER HEARING

Free Hearing Screenings!
` 75-day trial
` Loss & damage insurance
` 3-year warranty ` Advanced digital technology

Walla Walla
30 W Main St, Ste 205 |

509.876.4541

www.ColumbiaBasinHearing.com
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Neil W. Aiello, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

132nd Annual Awards Banquet
December 3 ~ Save The Date
It will be fun! It will be exciting! More importantly, it will be a time to celebrate those in the
community that give so much to make the Walla Walla Valley such a great place!
The Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce will be honoring a man and a woman who
have dedicated 15 or more years of consistent and significant service to the community with
the Award of Merit. The Spirit of Excellence and the Ambassador of the Year, which recognize
individuals who have volunteered over the past year, will also be awarded. Once again, we will
be joined by Walla Walla University, Whitman College and Walla Walla Community College
as they recognize their respective honorees who have made a significant impact on the
community and their respective institution with volunteer efforts.
The Chamber is currently accepting nominations for the Award of Merit. If you know of
someone making a difference in the community, nominate him or her!! Nomination forms are
available at the Chamber.

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Cottage Gardens (‘06)

Eagle Springs Memory Care Community
(‘99)

HAPO Community
Credit Union (‘08)

Haun’s Meat & Sausage LLC (‘11)

Holiday Inn Express
(‘00)

Below are last year’s winners. Who will it be this year? Come and find out!
Theron “Smitty” Smith
Award of Merit

Margaret “Margy” McDonald
Award of Merit

Willy and Brenda Breshears
Spirit of Excellence

Holly’s Flowers (‘07)

incredibleoffice.com
(‘01)

Judy’s Copy & Postal
Services (‘10)

Chris Coates
Ambassador of the Year

Bruce Toews

Higher Education Awards
Pat Spencer

Jerry Anhorn
Linda & Scott Byerley
(‘12)

Lloyd’s Inc (‘00)
Continued on page 10
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176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com
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AMBASSADORS
Casey Moller
President
Blue Mountain
Community Foundation

Chamber Member BBQ Thank You!!
Thank you to all for helping make our 2014 Membership
Appreciation Barbecue a success!

Wade Robbins
Vice President
Banner Bank

We’d like to thank Blue Valley Meats for grilling up its delicious Walla Walla Sweet
Bratwurst Sausages and Burgers, A Wing and A Prayer for donating its scrumptious cole
slaw and the staff from the Children’s Museum of Walla Walla for lending a friendly and
very helpful hand! A special thanks to Shannon-Smith McKeown for all of your hard work
and handing out yummy flavored snow cones.

Kris Youd
Past President
Coldwell Banker First
Realtors

Melissa Bieber
Wells Fargo Home
Mortage

We’d also like to thank those of you who lent
us your tents for much needed shade including,
American Family Insurance, Inland Cellular,
the Walla Walla Sweet Onion Festival Organization, Downtown Walla Walla Foundation and
the Downtown Farmer’s Market.

Shannon Block
Block, Maughan &
Associates

And thank you to all of our many Chamber
Members for attending and for supporting your

Brenda Breshears
Interim Secretary
Elsom Roofing, Inc.

THANK

Willy Breshears
CH2M Hill

YOU!

Sierra Burchell
Olive Marketplace & Cafe
Peggy Chavez-Cazier
Lloyd’s, Inc.

Continued from page 3

Michelle Conner
Baker Boyer Bank
Tara Crain
Copier Service, Inc.
Peter Early
Abadan
Jessica Gilmore
Walla Walla Community
College

based on partnerships with employers
and economic studies. We will focus on
continuous measurement and improvement of learning outcomes. To help keep
college affordable we will use innovative
technologies and entrepreneurial strategies
to improve effectiveness and efficiencies of
instructional delivery. At WWCC we will
aim for an 80% completion and transfer
rate, double the current rate for community
colleges nationally.
As the 2014-14 school year starts there
are significant developments to help our
communities accomplish the challenging
educational goals set out above. The SEATECH Skills Center will open to high school
Eye Examinations
Eye Health Management
Contact Lenses / Sunglasses
Large Frame Selection

Since 1949

509.529.2020
Valley Vision Clinic
22 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.valleyvisionclinic.com
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Accepting New Patients

students, offering advanced vocational
instruction in digital media, welding and
advanced manufacturing, health science,
and renewable energy. A new high school
will open in College Place. Walla Walla
Community College is committed to
Achieving the Dream for all students.
Together, we can help close the skills gap,
attract economic activity and strengthen the
economy of our valley.
Our schools and colleges cannot do this
alone. Our entire community will need to
focus on improved educational achievement
at all levels. This is something that I am
confident the Walla Walla Valley Chamber
of Commerce will embrace and support. 

THE U-B BRINGS NEW
CUSTOMERS TO YOUR DOOR.
WALLA WALLA

Optometric Physicians
Dennis Poffenroth, O.D.
Luther Ness, O.D.
Rebecca Musick, O.D.
Angela Ferguson, O.D.
Jeremy Beam, O.D.
Rick Harrison, O.D.

Union-Bulletin.com

UNION-BULLETIN
We Bring the Valley to You

Call 525-3304 for more information.

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members

AMBASSADORS

Henry Earl Estates
25 East Main St., WW, 509-572-8708 www.henryearlwine.com
Located in the heart of Walla Walla in the historic Kennedy building, the wine bar houses
Henry Earl & Russel Creek wines. Robust Red Mountain & Russel Creek come from throughout the Columbia Valley.

Tim Hallowell
Capps Broadcast Group

ONE•THLY
712 S. First Ave., WW 509-524-8788 www.onethly.com
ONE-THLY (rhymes with ‘’monthly’’) brings recurring services together onto a single bill.
Sign up for home, pet, vehicle and personal services, and set money aside each month to
pay for them.
Rainmaker Real Estate, LLC
1132 Fern Ave., WW 509-520-1986 www.rainmakerrealestate.us
Rainmaker is a real estate company who’s mission is to cherish customers at all times, trust
customers as you would your best friend, listen to customers and decipher what they need.
The Black Cup Coffee Co
615 S. College Ave., CP 509-240-8065 www.theblackcup.com
The Black Cup strives to brew the perfect cup of coffee & to be a good neighbor to its customers & the environment. Their coffee is organic, non-GMO, fair traded & from sustainable farming methods.
Wingman Birdz & Brewz
230 E Main St., WW 509-529-2199 www.wingmanbirdz.com
Your adventure at Wingman Birdz & Brewz starts by choosing your flight, from wings,
wraps, sandwiches, salads, burgers & ice cream sandwiches. Full bar, local brewz, wines &
spirits.

Do you have a new member to refer? Email David at dwoolson@wwvchamber.com.

Ribbon Cuttings
Walla Walla Pediatric Dentistry

Kelsey Krebs
Walla Walla Valley
Honda
Terra Luthi
Holiday Inn Express
Judy McDole
Walla Walla School District
Diane Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Sandi Rowe
Community Bank
Andre Selfa
Gesa Credit Union
Heather Sengsavang
Inland Cellular

Henry Earl Estates

Shannon SmithMcKeown
Haulin’ Sass Mobile
Boutique
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate
Erica Walter
Premier Cellar

Electrical Contractor
Residential • Commercial
Security • Telecom
24 Hour Service

Since
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Walla Walla Electric
509-525-8672 Fx: 509-525-8642
www.wwelectric.com
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win
RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)
Lodmell Cellars (‘12)

Main Street Furniture
Co (‘12)

MBG Cleaning Service
(‘08)

Monahan-Hood (‘91)

Northstar Winery
(‘13)

Sustainable Living
Center (‘08)

The Tukan Inn Guest
House (‘07)

T-Walla Walla by
Original Design (‘13)

Continued from page 1

In fact, this year has had several months of
record level of passengers. Keep flying local!!
4. The Walla Walla Film Office. Attracting
film, television and commercial production
can leave some big dollars with local
businesses. Additionally, it can give us global
promotion for free.
Prior to coming to Walla Walla, I ran the
Oregon Film Commission for 9 years. We
had some very good success in recruiting
production to the state (over $300 million),
which also led to increased tourism from
Japan to Germany and created high paying
jobs.
In addition to my background, Casi
Smith, the Chamber’s Director of Special
Events, has extensive experience in film and
television production in Hollywood as a
producer for Disney and other top networks
and production companies. When you add the
interesting, fresh locations that the Valley has
to offer (historic building, the Palouse, small
towns, college campuses etc.), I believe there
is an opportunity.
We have worked extensively with the state
film commission, Washington FilmWorks and
they have visited Walla Walla several times.
They send us leads on a regular basis. So far, we
have recruited the television series Showville
on the AMC network, some commercial
production including REI, and the
Animal Planet network show called Finding
Bigfoot (I don’t think they found him). What
we did find was over a $100,000 of local
spending from these productions that will
be distributed on a global basis. We are just
getting started.
5. Building Bench Strength. The Chamber
is also active in developing leaders and entrepreneurs with other partners. The Leadership
Walla Walla program is a venture between
Walla Walla Community College and the
Chamber. Each year, over a nine month
period, approximately 20-25 rising talented
people learn about numerous aspects of the
community. Topics include economic development, the local political system, public
safety and several other issues.
The Chamber also partnered with local
area colleges to participate in Global

Full Service Landscaping Professionals
529-2175
info@diamondcutwallawalla.com
www.diamondcutwallawalla.com
FREE Estimates, Walla Walla Valley Chamber member
discounts available!
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Entrepreneur Week in November. This gives
college students an opportunity to work on
a business issue or problem and compete
against local teams to find creative solutions.
As part of the Business Awards Showcase
this month, we have teamed up with Baker
Boyer Bank and CenturyLink to give awards
(and cash!) to the Youth Entrepreneur of the
Year. We want to encourage young people to
learn about business and how to create their
own future. Last year, our winner was 11 years
old!
6. Economic Development. The Chamber
works aggressively to help businesses with
relocation, retention and expansion. We work
individually with business owners on a wide
array of issues. Earlier this year, I worked
with Bill and Blake Underriner out of Billings,
Montana as they considered expansion of their
car dealership. I am very pleased to have them
join our community as the new Walla Walla
Valley Honda.
We are continuing our efforts with the
Chamber Works Project that we launched two
years ago. These efforts include:
• Plow2 Plate: Building and promoting
the local food and culinary scene.
• The Creative Economy: Development
of art, culture and entertainment in
the Valley and related organizations
and professional services firms.
• The Hispanic Business Roundtable:
Assist and support the growth of the
Latino business community.
• Digital W2: Encourage the development and deployment of our digital
broadband infrastructure as well as
the digital media industry.
Things are cooking at the Walla Walla
Valley Chamber of Commerce! We are here to
help you succeed. Building a healthy business
climate and a strong local economy, promoting the Valley and our great businesses and
represent your interests before government
and elected officials is why we exist. Thank you
for your support and friendship as we move
ahead. The best is yet to come! 

September 9, 2014
Business After Hours

Join us for our next Business After Hours Event to be held September 9th at
Comfort Inn & Suites Hotel located at 1419 West Pine Street in Walla Walla.
Comfort Inn & Suites offers a wealth of amenities in
a convenient location when choosing the pet-friendly
and smoke-free environment. Conveniently located
next to Kirkman House Museum, Veterans Memorial
Park and Golf course, this 70 air-conditioned room
hotel also offers an indoor pool, spa tub, fitness
center and a complimentary buffet breakfast!
Come check it out during the Chamber’s next Business After Hours event at
Comfort Inn & Suites Hotel from 5:30 to 7:00 pm!

Walla Walla Valley Map
Place an ad in the 2015 Walla Walla Valley
Chamber city map.
Contact Shannon Smith-McKeown at
shannonchamber@hotmail.com or call 509-240-7320 today.
We print 25,000 copies of this city map and only Chamber members are
allowed to advertise in it. It is placed in every restaurant, hotel/motel, the
downtown kiosk and one goes out with each relocation package from the
Chamber. Also, each visitor that is greeted in the Chamber lobby is handed one.

10% off until September 15th - Ads starting at only $427.50

Continued from page 2

lawsuit. None of us should allow fear
of legal action to dictate our decision
making process. When common sense
and experience tells us what the right
answer is, that’s what we should do, for

while doing otherwise may help us to
avoid litigation it also may justifiably
brand us as an arse. 

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year,
send us your print ready ad and your
advertisment will be in over 1,000 copies
of this publication distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850 or
info@wwvchamber.com today.
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August Business After Hours

Thank you Sole Rosso for hosting August Business After Hours
and sharing your beautiful venue.
BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS
September 9
Comfort Inn
1419 W Pine Street,
Walla Walla
October 14
Walla Walla
University

2014
CHAMBER
EVENTS
Business Awards
Showcase
September 17
132nd Annual
Awards Banquet
December 3
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