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A Season of Gratitude
• David Woolson, President and CEO
s we express our gratitude, we
must never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter words,
but to live by them.” – John F.
Kennedy, Thanksgiving Proclamation, 1963.
Maybe it’s the upcoming Thanksgiving
holiday, but I think it is important to take
the time to reflect and say thank you and
acknowledge the many great people in our
personal and professional lives. One (of the
many!) sayings that my Mom beat into my
head was “count your blessings.”
So, I am a lucky guy. Personally, I have
a great wife, Lynn, and family, long time
friends that stick and despite a few knocks and
bruises along the way, I have made it this far
reasonably unscathed. (Man, I hope I didn’t
just jinx it!).
Professionally, being President of the
Chamber has been a great experience for me.
It is a huge collaborative effort over the last
four years (four years?!) to reinvigorate the
organization and reestablish its relevance to
our members and the community. Trust me,
this has been a group effort by many people.
With much gratitude, I want to thank
and acknowledge several individuals and
companies:
1. The Chamber Staff. We have a
very dedicated and committed crew at the
Chamber that tackles a massive workload
on a daily basis. From strategic initiatives,
member assistance and referrals, walk-in
traffic from visitors and the community, 25+
events a year, publication of this Newsletter
and our electronic Valley Business News,
engaging public policy and political issues, the
team does a fantastic job. To Damien Sinnott,
Jenny Buckley, Casi Smith, Noel Sanders and
Marissa Miller, thank you. Rock stars!
2. The Chamber Board of Directors.

“A

Our Board is comprised
of local business leaders
and having run organizations with Boards for 20+
years, they are the best I
have worked with in any
organization. They are
smart, dedicated and a
great resource for me as I
push ahead. No politics, no
private agendas, no drama. Just a clear focus on
what is best for the Chamber and our members.
3. Ambassadors. Our Ambassador
Program is made of dedicated local
professionals that are committed to growing
our business community. The Ambassadors
assist the Chamber with outreach to our
members and help with our many events. We
couldn’t do it without you!
4. Sponsors. The Chamber has many
sponsors that support our initiatives, events
and activities each year. Our Visionary
Sponsors are our lead investors that make
much of our work possible. Thank you to
Banner Bank, Capps Broadcast Group, Coffey
Communications, Columbia REA, Gesa Credit
Union, Inland Cellular, KUJ, Pacific Power,
Walla Walla Union Bulletin and Wine Valley
Golf Club for stepping up BIG. Our Title and
Presenting Sponsors for our major events
include: The Walla Walla Business Summit with
Community Bank, Pacific Power, the Port of
Walla Walla and the City of Walla Walla. The
Business Classic Golf Tournament is made
possible by Columbia REA. The Business
Awards Showcase has Baker Boyer Bank (and
their lobby!) that make it such a great event.
5. The Public Policy Program. The
Chamber serves as a strong advocate for our
members and the overall business climate.
Continued on page 10
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hen I look at the Chamber
calendar for the month of
November, one obvious theme
jumps out at me: leadership.
We begin on November 4 with a
seminar on Succession Planning, Exit
Strategies, and How to Ride off into the
Sunset—basically how to strategically
plan for a change in leadership in your
business. November 4th, also happens
to be Election Day where we will choose
leaders to represent us in Washington
D.C., Olympia, and right here at home.
On November 12, we will be hosting our
annual Legislative Luncheon, where we
invite our elected leaders from all levels
of government to join us for lunch so
that the business community has an
opportunity to say thank you for your
service while also providing some
feedback and suggestions on relevant
public policy topics that are impacting
their bottom lines. As in past years, the
current class of Leadership Walla Walla (a
collaboration between the Chamber and
Walla Walla Community College which
provides current and future leaders
with valuable training and insight into
our community) will also join us at the
luncheon. The month of November is
simply all about leadership.
Over the years, I have read numerous
publications about leadership and seen
countless “top ten” lists that attempt to
enumerate the most important qualities
of a good leader. I have participated in
Leadership Walla Walla, both as a
student and an instructor, and also
enjoyed the opportunity to be included
in the 2011 Sherwood Leadership Class.
However, perhaps the best leadership
lessons that I ever received were taught
to me in the snake infested swamps of
Quantico, Virginia, at the U.S.M.C.’s
Officer Candidate School. My instructors

Independent
Living
at its Best
Call Park Plaza
to schedule your
personal visit and
complimentary
meal today!
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were top notch, hardcharging, devil - dog
Marines, and while
they scared the holy
bejesus out of me and
my “classmates,” we
would have followed
them anywhere. Their
job was as simple as
it was daunting—they
had ten weeks to teach
us how to lead Marines into places no
sane person would generally want to
go, and to do so without question and
without fail. The principles of leadership
drilled into me in Quantico are not just
tailored for the battlefield; they are
equally applicable in corporate America
and are, frankly, principles we should all
strive to meet in our everyday lives.
One of the first lessons I learned
when I got off the bus in Quantico was
that leaders always strive for perfection in
everything they do. Our drill instructors
set high standards, but by the time we
left, the standards we set for ourselves
were even higher. We learned that with
rank came increasing responsibility to
achieve excellence, for if we did not expect
that much from ourselves we could not
reasonably expect that much from our
subordinates. We learned to lead by
example by being the first to pick up
an oar when necessary and the last to
put it down—never shirking work or
responsibility. We never assigned tasks
that we would hesitate to do ourselves.
We learned to work as a team, and we
came to understand that good leaders
think of the members of their team first
and foremost, and set their own needs
aside until later. Squad leaders do not
eat until their squads are taken care of;
platoon leaders do not rest until the

Continued on page 11
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• Damien Sinnott, Vice President of Public Policy and Business Development

Capps Broadcast
Group

CCB 199419

Congratulations to our 2014 Business
Awards Showcase Winners!
• Casi Smith, Director of Special Events

T

his
year’s
Business
Awards
Showcase proved to be even bigger
and better than ever before! Held
in the lobby of Baker Boyer Bank,
the Red Carpet evening kicked off with
our Wine Sponsor, Cadaretta Winery and
Catering Sponsor, Jacobi’s Café serving
our guests delicious spirits and the finest
of hors d’oeurvres.
A Celebrity Apprentice themed video
highlighting some
of our biggest names
and faces in our
community kicked
off the evening’s ceremony while Baker
Boyer Bank CEO,
Megan Clubb and
Walla Walla Valley Chamber President
and CEO, David Woolson opened the
Awards Ceremony in grand style!
We would like to congratulate our
top
winner
of
the night, Columbia
Fresh Produce, Inc.
as our Business
of the Year Award
(Sponsored by the
Port of Walla Walla)!
The Business of the Year Award recognizes
a business for its contribution to the
community. As a freight broker in the
fresh produce industry and as a well
established company in the area,
Columbia Fresh Produce, Inc. spent years
developing and working closely with the
management at Feeding America. The
company is also dedicated to assisting
numerous non-profits in our community, including Walla
Walla Peach Basket,
Friends of Walla
Walla, Young Life,
Embracing Orphans
and others.
Congratulations
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to our Catalyst Award
winner (Sponsored by
Alaska Airlines), Walla
Walla Community College who is recognized
as an organization that
collaborates and motivates to make BIG things
happen in the Walla
Walla Valley. And our
Health & Wellness Award (Sponsored by
Hayden Homes) that recognizes a business for its outstanding commitment to
employee wellness
and
development
in the workplace
went to Walla Walla
General Hospital.
Our Non-For-Profit of the Year
Award (Sponsored by YMCA) recognizes
best business practices in a 501c(3),
501c(4), or 501(6)
of any size went
to the Children’s
Home Society, which
is the state’s oldest
and largest children’s organization.
The Sweet Service
Award (Sponsored
by Sykes) recognizing a business or
not-for-profit organization with exceptional customer
service through all
aspects of sales was
captured by L & G
Ranch Supply, Inc.
Providence
St. Mary Medical
Center won the
Large Business $mart
Business Partner

BUTLER CARPET CLEANING

TONY RUKAVINA
Owner
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Members’ News Flash
Welcome to Walla Walla
Amanda Dross has joined the team at
Allstate Colligan Agency. She comes to us
from Allstate Insurance in Yelm, WA. She
is fully licensed and has expertise in flood
insurance and commercial lines as well as
life and personal. Amanda and her husband
decided to move back to the Walla Walla
Valley to be closer to family. They bring with
them their three dogs. Please stop in and
welcome Amanda at 425 W. Tietan. 

Fall Release Weekend
November 7 - 9. Cellar doors are
opening this time of year and new
releases are available for tasting. Mapping
out a fun weekend adventure touring the
wineries is a great fall tradition.
In addition, the Valley embraces
the cooler weather with winemaker
dinners, live music, art festivals and many
more activities. Walla Walla Fall Release
weekend is an exciting time to savor the
refreshing, brisk fall in the Valley.
Visit www.wallawallawine.com for
more information. 

Harvest Winemaker Dinner
On November 8, join the winemaking team for dinner at Dunham Cellars! They will start with a tour of their
winery, which is located in an old WWII
airplane hangar. Then enjoy an elegant
5-course meal prepared by guest chef
Jake Crenshaw of Olive Marketplace
and Cafe and paired with their awardwinning wines. This is sure to be a night to
remember for all who attend! $135/$125
for Wine Club, includes meal, wine, tax,
and gratuity. Starts at 5:30 p.m. Call
509-529-4685 for details. 

The Middle of Everywhere
The High Performance Productions

“We Care About Your Safety”

Electrical Wiring & Repair
Pumps & Motors ~ Gates
Security & Fire Alarm Systems
1421 Dell Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362

509-529-2500
WA DOYLEEI277CL ~ OR CCB# 19588
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series continues with Wonderheads
performing their brand new show “The
Middle of Everywhere” on Saturday,
November 8 at 7:30 p.m. at the Gesa
Power House Theatre.
Winston, a man of particular particularities, is expecting nothing other than
a perfectly normal day. The appearance
of 11-year-old Penny at his bus stop is
the first thing to upset his routine, but
what he doesn’t realize is that today,
Penny would be the least of his worries.
The universe has conspired to send these
strangers on a fantastical journey through
time and space, forcing them to confront
their fears head-on as they struggle to
find their way home. But will they listen
to their cosmic wake up call?
“The Middle of Everywhere,” which
premiered in June at The Headwaters
Theatre in Portland, Oregon was recently
awarded BEST OF FEST in the Saskatoon
Fringe Theatre Festival. Wonderheads
produces unique, wordless, full-face
mask theater that combines rich soundscapes, fantastical props, and visual
storytelling. Admission: $24-$28.
Visit www.phtww.com for additional
information. 

John Muir Wolf
November 12 -16, the Harper Joy
Theatre proudly presents “John Muir
Wolf.” In 1868, John Muir enters
Yosemite, wrestling against nature and
his own demons. In 2009, a lone wolf
leaves his pack in Northeastern Oregon,
embarking on an historic 1000-mile
journey. One will change the landscape
of our nation, and the other will remind
us of the indelible wild spirit that lives in
us all. $12 Adults, $8 Seniors & Students,
Free to Whitman Students. For more
information call 509-527-5180. 

Members’ News Flash
An Evening with David Sedaris
On November 19, celebrated NPR
humorist, David Sedaris comes to Cordiner
Hall for an evening of cutting wit, social
satire, and riveting coversation, including a
question and answer session! In celebration
of his most recent #1 NY Times Bestseller,
“Let’s Explore Diabetes with Owls”, experience live the hilarious brilliance that created
the national bestsellers: “Naked, Me Talk
Pretty One Day”, “Dress Your Family in Curdoroy and Denim”, “When You Are Engulfed
in Flames”, and “Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk”.
Join David Sedaris on Wednesday, for
an evening of readings and recollections
featuring all-new, unpublished work and a
Q & A session! Meet David after the show
for a special book signing. Copies of “Let’s
Explore Diabetes with Owls” will be available
for purchase, courtesy of Barnes & Noble,
Book and Game and the Whitman College
book store.
Presented and Sponsored by: Walla Walla
Center for the Arts, Northwest Public Radio,
Main Street Studios, Barnes & Noble, and
Tangent Media. Tickets available online at
http://www.ticketfly.com/event/556031. 

Family Concert at Cordiner Hall
Walla Walla Symphony’s Free Family
Concert and Foodraiser will be held
November 20. A program great for the entire
family! Admission is free with a nonperishable food item donation. All proceeds
benefit Blue Mountain Action Council’s Food
Bank. Concert starts at 6:30pm. Sponsored
by Key Technology, Community Bank,
Tallman’s, Walla Walla UB and Whitman
College. 

The Diary of Anne Frank
Walla Walla Valley Academy Drama
Department presents “The Diary of Anne
Frank,” by Frances Goodrich and Albert
Hackett adapted by Wendy Kesselman. Based
on the diary of teenage Anne Frank, this play
dramatizes the lives of eight people who
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Smart businesses
are wattsmart.
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hide together for more than two years in an
Amsterdam attic. This year marks 70 years
since Frank was captured by the Nazis when
her families hiding place in Amsterdam was
raided. She would have been 85. Frank’s
diary was published in 1947 and has sold
more than 30 million copies. Join us for this
thought-provoking and compelling story.
Saturday, November 15, 7:30 pm
Sunday, November 16, 2:00
Walla Walla Valley Academy Auditorium
300 SW Academy Way, College Place
For more information call 509-525-1050
or visit Facebook.com/WWVAdrama or
wwva.org/drama
Tickets at the door: Veterans $ 7.50;
Adults $9.50; Students: $5.00; Families
$25.00. 

Jimmy Durante Children’s Benefit
November 1st, the Walla Walla Eagles
has their Jimmy Durante Dinner and
Auctions to raise money for local abused
and/or underprivileged children. This event
is always open to the Public. Live music by
Onion City will start after the live Action is
over. The Prime Rib Dinner is $18 per person
or $35 for Couples.
No Host cocktails are at 4:30 pm
Silent Auction starts at 5 pm
Dinner is served at 6 pm
Live Auction for bigger items follows the
dinner
Dancing to ONION CITY starts around
8pm.
We are accepting donations of gift
certificates, products or any new items small
or large to be used in the Silent or Live
Auction. If you or your business would like
to donate a tax deductable item(s), please
contact Wanda Mountain at 509-386-8422.
If you are unable to bring the item(s) to
the Eagles, a pick-up can be arranged. For
Reservations call 529-3333. 
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Steve Rose
Walla Walla University
Tom Scribner
Minnick-Hayner
Doug Simcock
Windermere Real Estate
Les Teel
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
John Tombari
Banner Bank
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Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year,
send us your print ready ad and your
advertisment will be in over 1,000 copies
of this publication distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850 or
info@wwvchamber.com today.
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X FREE Hearing Screenings!
X Comprehensive hearing evaluations
X Latest technology in hearing aids
X Tinnitus management
X Treatment for dizziness

Walla Walla

300 South 2nd Avenue | 509.876.4541

www.ColumbiaBasinHearing.com
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Neil W. Aiello, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

The 132nd Annual Banquet

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Costco Wholesale
(‘04)

“A Winter Wonderland in
Walla Walla”

Di Nonna (‘07)

Please join us for the 132nd Annual Banquet being held Wednesday, December 3rd at the
Marcus Whitman Hotel.
This is the time of year we highlight our honorees of the Walla Walla Valley. We announce the award of merit for the man and women of the year that
have made significant contributions to the communty. The Chamber’s Spirit of
Excellence Award recognizes the Chamber’s volunteer fo the year. Additionally, Walla Walla
University, Whitman College and Walla Walla Community College also recognize their outstanding individuals within their communities. It will be a wonderful night of stars, honors
and pure enjoyment.
Highlights of the evening will include a live auction and tables decorated to the “nines”
based on the theme,“A Winter Wonderland in Walla Walla” in a very enthusiastic competition
raising money for local non-profits. Your table host sponsorships are a vital component to
ensure the ongoing success of this premier event. Join in the fun and host or donate a table to
decorate. Reserve a table today and decorate the centerpiece and win a prize for your favorite
non-profit organization! The Chamber gives back to the community with $1,000 donated to
Non-Profit Organizations chosen by the three best decorated tables.
Table Host or Table Sponsor and benefits include:

Table Host Benefits – $800.00

•
•
•

•
•
•

10 banquet tickets (valued at $650)
Banner recognition at the banquet
One logo feature in the ChamberNews, published monthly and
distributed to all Chamber member businesses
Company logo on the banquet invitation and in the program
One logo feature in a thank you ad with the Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
One table to decorate the day of the event

Individual Tickets - $65.00
3rd Place:
Marcus Whitman Hotel &
Conference Center

Fort Walla Walla
Cellars (‘06)

Haute Dog Pet Resort
(‘09)
Photo by Custom Photo, Inc.

2nd Place:
Columbia REA

1st Place:
Community Bank

El Sombrero Mexican
Restaurant (‘93)

Hampton Inn &
Suites (‘08)

Company recognition in the event program
One table to decorate the day of the event

Last year’s Table Design Award winners.

Edward Jones Sam Wells, (‘05)

Gesa Credit Union
(‘93)

Table Sponsor Benefits - $125.00
•
•

Edward Jones Chase Hessler (‘09)

Junior Achievement
(‘07)

KC Plumbing
Services (‘10)
Continued on page 10

Advertise your business or special
event here.

(509) 629-2500
InlandCellular.com
1605 SE Meadowbrook Blvd. Ste. 7 College Place |

For just $50 a month or $500 for one year,
send us your print ready ad and your
advertisment will be in over 1,000 copies
of this publication distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850 or
info@wwvchamber.com today.
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Casey Moller
President
Blue Mountain
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Together We Are Better
• Meagan Anderson-Pira, Chamber of Commerce Board Member

A

Wade Robbins
Vice President
Banner Bank
Kris Youd
Past President
Coldwell Banker First
Realtors
Brenda Breshears
Interim Secretary
Elsom Roofing, Inc.
Melissa Bieber
Wells Fargo Home
Mortage
Shannon Block
Block, Maughan &
Associates
Willy Breshears
CH2M Hill
Sierra Burchell
Olive Marketplace & Cafe
Peggy Chavez-Cazier
Lloyd’s Insurance, Inc.
Michelle Conner
Baker Boyer Bank
Tara Crain
Copier Service, Inc.
Peter Early
Abadan
Jessica Gilmore
Walla Walla Community
College

s the Walla Walla Community
Director of Children’s Home
Society of Washington (CHSW),
it might seem odd that I sit on
the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of
Commerce’s Board of Directors and that
CHSW is a long term Chamber member.
Why would a non-profit director care
about the business community?
Non-profits are dependent on a
healthy business sector to flourish.
Non-profits need a successful
business community. At CHSW our
mission is a world where all children
thrive. And that world requires healthy,
economically stable adults. We do
not work outside the context of the
community. We know, that for families
to be healthy we need a robust
economy that provides living wage
jobs so that children can grow up in
established households. Non-profits
advance the welfare of the community,
not in a commercial way but by building
on strengths of people so they may
prosper. Here is an example.
When we met Kelli she was at the
lowest point in her life. She had lost
custody of her children leading her to
get clean and stop using drugs. She was
desperate to have her children home, be
a good parent and start living a new life,
but how? Through the support of a Parent
Mentor provided by our Exchange Parent
Aide program (which is supported by
our local Exchange Club) she began to
explore what was possible for her. She
gained new parenting skills, slowly won the
right to have her children and then a local
Eye Examinations
Eye Health Management
Contact Lenses / Sunglasses
Large Frame Selection

Since 1949

509.529.2020
Valley Vision Clinic
22 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.valleyvisionclinic.com
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Accepting New Patients

Optometric Physicians
Dennis Poffenroth, O.D.
Luther Ness, O.D.
Rebecca Musick, O.D.
Angela Ferguson, O.D.
Jeremy Beam, O.D.
Rick Harrison, O.D.

business took a chance
and gave her a job. Kelli
had never had a job
before in her life and it
changed everything. She
was experiencing real
success and was quickly
promoted and now she
could contribute to the
community with her skills as well as earn
a living. Four years later she and her
children are still doing well.
Non-profits also contribute to a
thriving economy providing jobs to
teachers, social workers, musicians,
nurses, administrators and countless
others; enhancing the creative environment through arts, music and theater; and
supporting the most vulnerable members
of the community get back on their feet
and participate in commerce. We do all
this but we could not do it without such a
collaborative business community.
We are blessed to have a wide
number of supportive businesses in our
community.
The partnerships of non-profits and
businesses contribute to Walla Walla
being the great community it is. We
work together and support one another.
Non-profits couldn’t survive without the
incredible business partners who help
sustain our work through volunteerism,
donations, and sponsorships. Together
we are better. Together local businesses
and non-profits contribute to a vibrant
economy. 

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members
Columbia Basin Pizza Hut
510 W Rose Street, WW, 509-529-8604 www.pizzahut.com
Grand Opening November 11th. Come and check out the new location and new menu.
Pizza, wings, pasta, salad, delivery, dine-in and carryout.

AMBASSADORS

Tim Hallowell
Capps Broadcast Group

Maison Bleue Winery
20 N. 2nd Avenue, WW 509-525-9084 www.mbwinery.com
Maison Bleue is a family-owned winery dedicated to the production of terroir-driven wines
from designated vineyards and appellations located across Washington State.

Kelsey Krebs
Walla Walla Valley
Honda

Pahlisch Homes
303 Bradley, Suite 100, Richland 509-942-0140 www.pahlischhomes.com
Pahlisch Homes contributes an outstanding reputation, superior quality building
standards, and over 30 years of experience to new home construction.
Do you have a new member to refer? Email David at dwoolson@wwvchamber.com.

Terra Luthi
Marriott Hotel

November 11, 2014
Business After Hours

Please join us for a wine and cheese reception
at Northstar Winery on Tuesday, November
11th, from 5:30pm to 7:00pm.

1736 JB George Rd. Walla Walla
Continued from page 3

Award

(Sponsored by Sustainable
Living Center) recognizing large and
small
businesses
who practice outstanding commitment to sustainable
business practices.
The winner of Small
Business of the $mart Business Partner
Award went to Opp
& Seibold General
Construction.
One of the
biggest highlights of
the evening went to
our Youth Entrepre-

neur of the Year, Kayla Crain of “Kayla’s
Treasure Trove” who took home a check
for $500 and a plaque, along with Olive
Delph of “Novelty Hair Bows by Olive”
($300) and Hannah Nichole Rickords
and Alyssa Nichole Shenefield of
“Nichole Squared” ($200)!

Judy McDole
Walla Walla School District
Diane Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Sandi Rowe
Community Bank
Andre Selfa
Gesa Credit Union
Heather Sengsavang
Inland Cellular
Shannon SmithMcKeown
Haulin’ Sass Mobile
Boutique
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate

Congratulations to all of our Business
Awards Showcase winners of 2014!

Erica Walter
Premier Cellar

Electrical Contractor
Residential • Commercial
Security • Telecom
24 Hour Service

Since
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Walla Walla Electric
509-525-8672 Fx: 509-525-8642
www.wwelectric.com
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win
RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)
Kontos Cellars (‘12)

KUJ AM (‘93)

Luttrells Auto Center
(‘08)

Patton & Associates,
LLC (‘11)

Batter Up! We Are Heading To
Spring Training.
Are you a baseball fan? Have you ever
dreamed of heading down to Arizona
to see the Mariners in Spring training?
Well, if so, you are in luck, because this
March, the Chamber will be leading
a trip to Peoria, Arizona to watch the
Seattle Mariners kick off another Spring
season in the Cactus League.
To find out additional information, please see the enclosed flyer or call
the Chamber today at 509-525-0850. 

Reininger Winery (‘00)

Remote Data Storage
(‘10)

Safeguard - Pasco (‘90)

Seniors Helping
Seniors (‘09)

The James McCool
House (‘10)

Va Piano Vineyards
(‘09)

Walla Faces (‘10)

Continued on page 11

Continued from page 1

Our activities range from holding political
debates, our Legislative 411 conference call
with our Legislators, policy review of current
and proposed legislation, direct lobbying
and building relationships with elected and
governmental officials. We want our members‘
businesses to be represented at the table and
our voices heard. This program is funded
by the following investors: Banner Bank,
Adventist Health, Express Employment
Professionals, Key Technology, Windermere,
Walla Walla University, Columbia REA and
Nelson Irrigation.
6. K e y E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t
Partners. One of my initial initiatives as
President of the Chamber was to get us back
in the economic development business. We
launched the Chamber Works Project and
have also supported efforts of our partner
organizations as we collectively work to
build a strong local economy. I want to thank
our trusted partners at the Port of Walla
Walla, Tourism Walla Walla, the Downtown
Foundation and the Walla Walla Valley Wine
Alliance.
7. Chamber Members! Most importantly,
I want to thank you for your investment in the

Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Your trust in our efforts, your financial
support and your friendship is so appreciated and humbling. The Chamber is 700+
members strong. Collectively, we represent
a huge chunk of the local economy. You are
the economic engine that drives this place
forward. I am so honored to represent you as
we continue to make this a great place to make
a living and make a life.
8. The Annual Banquet December 3rd.
This will be the 132nd Annual Banquet being
held at the Marcus Whitman Hotel. Beginning
in 1934, the community has come together at
the Annual Banquet and given the Award of
Merit as a collective thank you to a deserving
individual that has significantly contributed to
making Walla Walla a great place. I hope you
will join us for a fun night and celebration as
well as a chance to say thanks.
So, I encourage you take a minute and
count YOUR blessings and give a round of
thanks. Reach out to your business colleagues
and clients, friends and loved ones and let
them know that they are in your thoughts.
After all, everything else is just stuff. 

THE U-B BRINGS NEW
CUSTOMERS TO YOUR DOOR.
Full Service Landscaping Professionals
529-2175
info@diamondcutwallawalla.com
www.diamondcutwallawalla.com
FREE Estimates, Walla Walla Valley Chamber member
discounts available!
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Union-Bulletin.com

UNION-BULLETIN
We Bring the Valley to You

Call 525-3304 for more information.

Legislative Luncheon

November 12, 2014
11:30-1:00
Marcus Whitman Hotel & Conference Center
You are invited to join us for a unique opportunity to sit down and talk
directly with your elected officials about the things that are important to
you. This event always proves to be extremely worthwhile, and in the
current political climate, it is more important than ever for our elected
leaders to have the chance to hear directly from the business community.
Please consider joining us.
Limited seats are available. Call the Chamber and reserve your spot.
$25 for Chamber Members / $30 for non-Chamber members

Monthly Statistics - September
Phone
Walk-in
Totals

Plan
Center
21
10
31

Tourism

Relocation

173
148
321

31
24
55

Event
Info
156
48
204

Business
Assistance
75
56
131

Member Info/
Referrals
152
121
273

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Walla Walla Clothing
Company (‘47)

Walla Walla Drag
Strip (‘11)

Walla Walla
Transmission
Specialists (‘13)

Wallace Construction,
Inc. (‘09)

Waterbrook Winery
(‘98)

Winding Water River
Expeditions (‘09)

Continued from page 2

needs of their platoons have been met.
We learned that true leaders do not
unnecessarily shine the spotlight on
themselves, preferring instead to bestow
praise for the accomplishments of the
men and women under their command.
Good leaders keep their people informed
and encourage them to take on
increasing responsibility; they never
feel threatened by the success of their
underlings, and they never shy away from
publicly recognizing those successes. We
learned that leaders do not play favorites;
they judge each subordinate solely upon
his or her strengths and weaknesses—for
to do otherwise can jeopardize the
mission as well as lives.

This month as we turn our focus to
choosing leaders, training leaders, and
recognizing leaders, I find it helpful to
look back and reflect on the relatively
simple leadership principles that have
been drilled into the heads of every
Marine Corps officer for the past 239
years. We need to judge our leaders not
based on their own accomplishments,
but rather upon what they have inspired
others to accomplish. It doesn’t matter
if you are on the battlefield or in the
boardroom, that is the definition of
leadership and that is what breeds
excellence and success. 

World Wide Travel
Service, Inc. (‘46)

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year,
send us your print ready ad and your
advertisment will be in over 1,000 copies
of this publication distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850 or
info@wwvchamber.com today.
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October Business After Hours
Thank you Walla Walla University for hosting
Business After Hours!

BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS
November 11
Northstar Winery
1736 JB George
Rd. Walla Walla
December 9
Cameo Heights
Mansion

2014
CHAMBER
EVENTS
Business Seminar
November 4
Legislative Luncheon
November 12
132nd Annual
Awards Banquet
December 3

176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com

CONTACT US AT THE CHAMBER

29 East Sumach | PO Box 644 | Walla Walla, WA 99362 | Phone 509.525.0850 | Fax 509.522.2038
info@wwvchamber.com | wwvchamber.com

