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The Chamber Team!
• David Woolson, President and CEO

N

o member of a crew is
praised for the rugged
individuality of his rowing”Ralph Waldo Emerson.
The Walla Walla Valley Chamber of
Commerce has a very talented group of
professionals who work hard on behalf
of our members and the Valley. From our
Board, to Ambassadors and our Staff, I
am fortunate to be surrounded by some
great people who care deeply about the
Chamber mission. Collectively, we work
to build a strong local economy, promote
the community, represent the interest of
business with government and elected
officials, as well as provide networking
opportunities and referrals for members.
The Chamber Staff
I hope you have had a chance to meet
some or all of the staff. Please stop by and
say hello!
Steve Owens. I am very pleased to
welcome Steve Owens as our Director
of Member Services. Steve’s role is to
provide assistance to members and
continue to build our membership. He will
also be coordinating our communication
and community outreach efforts. He is a
seasoned B2B pro and is a great addition
to the team.
Tawnya Richards.I would also like to
welcome Tawnya Richards who joined
us recently as our Bookkeeper. Tawnya
keeps the financials on track and also
does the layout and graphic work for

the ChamberNews, our
monthly newsletter. You
may also know her from
Izzy the Camel fame,
which she owns with her
husband Mickey.
Casi Smith is our
Director of Special
Events and leads
all of our events, such as the Business
Summit in April, the Chamber Classic Golf
Tournament (THIS MONTH on July 8
at Wine Valley!), the Business Awards
Showcase in September and the Annual
Awards Banquet in December. She also puts
together all of our Business After Hours
held the second Tuesday each month,
R i b b o n C u t t i n g s, G r a n d O p e n i n g
Celebrations, and Quarterly Luncheons
among other events. Casi also manages
our Ambassador Program. She is a very
busy woman!!
Jenny Buckley is our Office Manager and
keeps the place running. She helps handle
some of the 5,000 requests for information
about members and the community and is
also my right hand assistant.
Marissa Miller is our Special Project
Coordinator and runs our Plan Center
for upcoming building projects. She
also leads our web and social media
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s, p r ov i d e s p u b l i c
assistance for information requests
and manages the publication of our
e-newsletter, The Valley Business News.
Continued on page 7
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Focusing on More Than Just Membership!

VISIONARY
MEMBERS
Banner Bank
Capps Broadcast
Group
Columbia REA
Gesa Credit
Union
Inland Cellular
KUJ
Pacific Power
PocketiNet
Walla Walla
Union-Bulletin
Wine Valley Golf
Club

• Steve Owens, Director of Member Services

A

ADMINISTRATIVE
TEAM
David Woolson
President/CEO
Casi Smith
Director of Special
Events
Steve Owens
Director of Member
Services
Jenny Buckley
Office Manager and
Executive Assistant
Marissa Miller
Special Projects
Coordinator
Tawnya Richards
Bookkeeper

fter my first two weeks on the question of how nice
job for the Walla Walla Valley is too nice, let’s turn to
Chamber
of
Commerce,
I the master mediator,
had already been through a series of my wife Robin, who
formative events that I will someday settles the score, as far
reminisce upon fondly with a modicum as I’m concerned, with
of humor (hopefully) and mild “great dad.”
Game over.
spine-tingling dread (undoubtedly):
Day 1: End-of-day debrief with the boss. While all of that might
David Woolson called me into the board- mean that I don’t have to eat dinner
room at 4:45 to see how my first day had by the backdoor with the dogs (Buck:
gone, as well as to discuss a few things Golden Retriever; Penny: Chihuahua/
on his Chamber to-do list. 90 minutes Dachsund/Prairie Dog/et al.), it doesn’t
and six pages of notes later, I had my have a whole lot to do with the Chamber
marching orders for the next seven years of Commerce, building membership or
serving our local business community, or
or so.
Day 2: Introduction to the Board of my ability to do those things…you know,
my job.
Directors. Gulp… Enough said.
Day 7: Chamber Ambassador Retreat. A What does? I care about this town. It’s my
little nervous at first, but the day ended home. I raised my family here, and I plan
up being great fun with with a fantastic to stay here. I want what’s good for Walla
group of Natitayt! (Consult your nearest Walla, and a strong business community
is good for Walla Walla. I have 15 years
Chamber Ambassador for translation.)
In fact, my first few weeks here at the of experience in marketing, business
Chamber have all been a lot of fun… development and account management,
until now. When I heard that I was with heavy emphasis on customer service.
supposed to write an article for this Before moving to Walla Walla in 1998,
month’s Chamber News…about myself, I was a sports producer at a network TV
of all things, I reacted as most would, station in Seattle.
I think. More spine-tingling dread. I also drove a beer truck for a few years,
So, I have called on a small group of ran a jackhammer on a construction
potentially biased experts to help explain demo crew (longest 3 months of my life)
and sorted tomatoes (longest 11 hours of
me: my family.
14-year-old daughter Lacey, who is my life).
headed to Wa-Hi in the Fall, says dad is My experience, the things I’ve learned
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at its Best
Park Plaza

Call Park Plaza
to schedule your
personal visit and
complimentary
meal today!
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Independent Retirement Living

1400 Dalles Military Road
Walla Walla, WA 99362
509-203-4079
park-plaza.net
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(509) 629-2500
InlandCellular.com
1605 SE Meadowbrook Blvd. Ste. 7 College Place |

Casi’s Corner

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

• Casi Smith, Director of Special Events

S

o, you have a new home, office, a
remodel or commercial property
needing an interior decorator?
I recently discovered that Walla
Walla has an interior decorating company
I wasn’t aware of. ”Rich Interiors” offers
a high level of expertise in commercial,
residential, new construction, remodels,
full concept design and presenta-

Television Studio and
at Blue Mountain
Television. When her
youngest
entered
school, she started Rich
Interiors and became
certified in Interior
Decorating.
As part owner of
Rich Interiors, and an artist himself,
Brian enjoys designing furniture and
creating art using a variety of media,
including a number of large abstract
pieces on canvas for Rich Interiors.
He enjoys studying under Milt
Kobayashi at the Scottsdale Artist
School each Spring. While Brian enjoys
assisting Judi in her design projects, he
has not yet “quit his day job.” Judi,

tion, plus selection of furniture, paint,
countertop, lighting, flooring and so much
more! Judi & Brian Rich have lived in Walla
Walla for over 17 years. Prior to moving
here, Judi had earned her Master’s
Degree in Nursing Administration and
became a Registered Nurse while Brian
served in the U.S. Navy in San Diego, California.
While her children were young, she
began remodeling her friend’s homes and meanwhile, is Lead Designer and
offices. Judi volunteered her design Core
Contributor
to
the
Rich
services at the Gospel Outreach Interior’s team. Her experience in highend residential, commercials, and
corporate interior design lends to her
ability to work with clientele in numerous
industries, including corporate, hospitality,
education, healthcare and residential.
You can appreciate her work in many
professional offices (dental/business),
private residential renovations, and large
Walla Walla University office spaces.

Board Chair
Doug Simcock
Windermere Real
Estate
Vice Chair
Keith Burghardt
Community Bank
Treasurer
John Tombari
Banner Bank
Immediate Past
Chair
Tom Scribner
Minnick-Hayner

Past Chair
Tim Larkin
Business Consultant
Secretary
David Woolson
Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce President/CEO

Continued on page 8

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year
your advertisement can be in over 1,000
copies of this publication. Send us your
print ready ad and distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850 or
info@wwvchamber.com today.
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Josh Allington
Baker Boyer Bank
Meagan AndersonPira
Children’s Home
Society
Shannon Bergevin
Express Employment
Professionals

Members’ News Flash
Walla Walla Sweets vs Wenatchee—
July 1. Walla Walla Sweets will be
playing against the Wenatchee AppleSox at Borleske Stadium at 7:05pm.
Celebrate Walla Walla and the State of
Wa s h i n g t o n e v e r y We d n e s d a y
-the Sweets will recognize local athletes
from the Walla Walla Valley. This is a
great fun filled family activity for all. 

Reserve Tasting & Tour @ L’Ecole—

David Elmenhurst
CliftonLarsonAllen

July 3. Experience a private tour
and seated tasting of special wines,
i n c l u d i n g n e w r e l e a s e s, l i b r a r y
selections or limited production wines, in
the cellar of our historic 1915 Frenchtown
Schoolhouse. $30 per person, $15 for Vins
de L’Ecole Members. Fridays 3:00 pm April
through November. Limited to 15 people.
Re s e r v a t i o n s r e q u i r e d . C o n t a c t
Ben Dimitri at reservetasting@lecole.com
or call 509.525.0940 ext. 111 

Roger Esparza
WilliamsTeamHomes

Friday Night Music with The
GEMS—

Todd Brandenburg
PocketiNet
Communications
Keith Burghardt
Community Bank

Anita Funk
Key Technology
Doug Henry
Ace Hardware

July 3. Join Three Rivers Winery for
a casual evening of food catered by the
Walla Walla Bread Company and Three
Rivers wines, and music by The GEMS
while enjoying stunning views of the
Blue Mountains and the surrounding
vineyards. Wines will be available for
purchase by the glass or by the bottle.
$5/ticket for lawn seating, $30 to reserve
a table for 4 on the deck, $40 to reserve
a table of 6 on the deck (table seating is
limited). Please call (509) 526-9463 for
more information. 

Summer Saturdays—
July 4, 11, 18, 25. Spring Valley Vineyard
at the Ranch on Saturdays throughout
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the summer for tasting and touring.
Bring your lunch and enjoy the
garden while tasting through the current
vintages. Contact Spring Valley Vineyard
509-525-1506 or visit www.springvalleyvineyard.com 

4th of July in the Park—
July 4. Fourth of July in the Park,
P i o n e e r Pa r k , Wa l l a Wa l l a .
Entertainment, art, food and vendor
booths all come together for Walla
Walla’s community celebration of
Independence Day. Come and enjoy a
family-friendly day at the park with lots to
see and do. Fireworks at dark at Walla Walla
Community College. More
information is available online at
4thofjulyinthepark.com. 

Sip @ Sapolil—
July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. Live Music in
Downtown Walla Walla at Sapolil, 15 E
Main St from 5-7pm every Friday night.
Carolyn Mildenberger tickles the ivories
every Friday, playing favorites and taking
requests. 

Whitman Volleyball Kids Camp—
July 6-9. Is your child looking
for an opportunity to hone his or
h e r vo l l e y b a l l s k i l l s ? Pa r k s a n d
Recreation is partnering with the
Whitman College Volleyball program
to offer a skills camp for kids ages 7-14.
Under the instruction of Head Coach
Matt Helm, participants will receive
top level training in all skill areas with
sessions focusing on personal development
through fun filled drills and games. The
camp will take place from 3:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m., July 6th – 9th at Whitman’s

Members’ News Flash
Sherwood Center. All participants will
receive a program t-shirt with their
registration. To register, visit the Parks
and Recreation website at www.wwpr.
us or stop by their office at 55 E. Moore
St. to fill out a registration form. For
questions contact the Parks and
Recreation office at (509) 527-45247. 

Feast in the Fields—
July 9. Olive Catering invites you to
explore the amazing flavors and views
that are found here in the bread basket
of Washington State. Olive has partnered
with some of their favorite farmers
and vineyards to offer you this rare
opportunity to dine in the fields at the
very source that inspires your meal. A true
farm to table experience! This month’s
meal will be held at Basel Cellars. Please
visit olivemarketplaceandcafe.com for
more information. 

Hands on Day Camp—
July 14. Fort Walla Walla Museum
is holding a Hands on Day Camp for
children ages 9-11 from 9am-3pm. This
family activity includes performing
arts and a training/workshop to teach
how the pioneers lived. For more
information call 509-525-7703 or email at
www.fortwallawallamuseum.org 

Cinema Under the Stars—
July 17. Join Castillo de Feliciana
for Cinema Under the Stars! They are
featuring The Princess Bride! Doors open
at 7:00 and movie starts at sundown. All
ages are welcome. For more information,
call (541) 558-3656. 

Blind Boys of Alabama—

July 25. Celebrated by The National
Endowment for the Arts and the
National Academy of Recording Arts
and Sciences (NARAS) with Lifetime
Achievement Awards, inducted into
the Gospel Music Hall of Fame and the
Alabama Music Hall of
Fame, and winners of six
Grammy® Awards, Blind Boys of
Alabama have attained the highest
levels of achievement in a career that
spans more than 60 years. Blind Boys of
Alabama will perform in concert at the
Power House Theater on Saturday, July
25 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets ($54-$49) go on
sale on Friday, June 5. Please visit www.
phtww.com for more information. 

Downtown Farmers Market—
July 4, 11, 18, 25 The Downtown
Farmers Market believes that promoting
individual farmers and artisans in a
public market adds great value to the
community. The Downtown Farmers
Market is a thriving social center for
locals and a “must-see” stop for visitors.
Located on 4th & Main St. from 9am1pm. 

Providence St. Mary Foundation
Golf Tournament—
July 24, You’ll enjoy a Hawaiianthemed day on Walla Walla Country
Club’s beautiful course with contests,
games and a delicious lunch. Plus, you’ll
have a chance to win some incredible
prizes on the course. All proceeds from
this action-packed day stay local in
the Walla Walla region. Register early-this tournament sells out every year!
Visit washington.providence.org/donate/
providence-st-mary-foundation/events/
golf-tournament for more info. 

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Monty Knittel
Walla Walla
General Hospital
Tim Larkin
Business Consultant
Chuck Reininger
Reininger Winery
Steve Rose
Walla Walla University
Tom Scribner
Minnick-Hayner
Doug Simcock
Windermere Real Estate
Les Teel
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
John Tombari
Banner Bank
David Woolson
Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce

GET THE DOCTOR’S RECOMMENDATION

ä FREE Hearing Screenings ä Unique Rehabilitation
ä Treatment for Dizziness
Plans
ä Tinnitus Management
ä Compassionate,
ä Cochlear Implant Evaluation
Caring Staff
Neil W. Aiello, Au.D.
and Mapping
Doctor of Audiology
ä Individual Treatment Plans

Walla Walla

300 South 2nd Avenue | 509.876.4541
www.ColumbiaBasinHearing.com

© 2014 Pacific Power

Smart businesses
are wattsmart.

wattsmart is registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
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RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
4 Seasons Color,
Inc (‘09)
A.K. Dice Guest
House (‘08)
ACP
Construction
(‘12)
AmeriGas (‘89)
Barber
Construction
(‘12)
Blue Valley
Meats LLC (‘11)

Presented by Columbia REA

2015

6th Annual Chamber of
Commerce Business Classic
Golf Tournament
July 8, 2015

GOLFERS WANTED

$135 Registration Per Player
Includes: Green Fees, Unlimited Driving Range, Personalized Power Cart, Lunch
Unlimited Practice Range, Fantastic Contests Prizes, Participant’s Gifts & Awards
Banquet Dinner

Join us for this exclusive, private event at one of the top ranked golf courses in
our State!
Contests Include: Marshmallow Drive, Closest to the Pin, Putting Contest,
Dream Drop, Golf Pong, Straightest Drive, Longest Drive, Mulligan Tickets,
Raffle Prizes
Call the Chamber For Details - More Sponsorships Also Available
509.525.0850 or csmith@wwvchamber.com

Brookdale Walla
Walla (‘96)
Cameo Heights
Mansion (‘07)
Children’s
Home Society
of Washington
(‘71)
CliftonLarson
Allen LLP (‘43)
Coachman, Inc
(‘80)
Coldwell Banker
First Realtors
(‘09)
Continued on page 7

6 | July 2015

te:
a
d
he 16th
t
ve t.
Sa Sep

Sav
e
Sep the d
t. 1 ate:
6th

Continued from page 1

It is a great team in place and I am proud
to work with them!
The Chamber Board of Directors
The Chamber is governed by a memberbased Board of Directors. We have a very
talented and diverse Board that provides
overall governance and policy direction
for the organization. It is a great working
group that is simply committed to the
best interests of our Members. Our Board
consists of the following officers:
Chair: Doug Simcock,Windermere;
Immediate Past Chair: Tom Scribner,
Minnick-Hayner; Past Chair:
Tim Larkin,Consultant; Vice
Chair:Keith Burghardt, Community
Bank; and Treasurer:John
Tombari,Banner Bank. Our additional
Board members include: Shannon
Bergevin, Express Employment
Professionals; Josh Allington, Baker Boyer
Bank; Todd Brandenburg, PocketiNet;
Roger Esparza, Williams Team Homes;
Les Teel, Columbia REA; Steve Rose, Walla
Walla University; Chuck Reininger,
Reininger Winery; Monty Knittel,
Walla Walla General Hospital; Meagan
Anderson Pira, Children’s Home Society;
David Elmenhurst, Clifton Larson Allen;
Doug Henry, Ace Hardware; and Anita
Funk, Key Technology.
Thanks for your service to the Chamber.
The Chamber Ambassadors
Our Chamber Ambassadors are very
important players on the Chamber team.
These are busy professionals here in the
Valley and volunteer to help us reach out
to members and lend a huge hand with
our many Chamber events. We couldn’t
do it without you!
Many thanks to our Ambassadors: Wade
Robbins, Banner Bank; Diane and Jim
Pease, Windermere; Jessica Gilmore,

Walla Walla Community College; Peter
Early, Abadan; Tara Crain, Copier Services;
Peggy Chavez, Cazier-Lloyd’s Insurance;
Sierra Burchell, Olive Marketplace & Café;
Willy Breshears, CH2M; Casey Moller,
Blue Mountain Community Foundation;
Sandi Rowe, Community Bank; Heather
Sensavang, Inland Cellular; Shannon
Smith McKeown, Haulin’ Sass Mobile
B o u t i q u e ; C o r y S p e n c e r, U n i t e d
Country; Joshua Morris, Windermere; Sheila
Peterson-McDonald, Zaring Insurance;
Andre Self, Gesa Credit Union; Tom
Stokes, Windemere; Erin Hubbard, Banner
Bank; Brenda Breshears, Elsom Roofing;
Shannon Block,Block-Maughan &
Associates; Melissa Bieber, LoanStar Home
Lending; Erica Walter, Premier Cellar;
Kelsey Krebs, Walla Walla Valley Honda ;
and Bradley Beckner, Windemere.
This is a very fun group of people!
Our Chamber Members
The ultimate members of the Team are
you! Together our Chamber membership
represents the collective voice of the
business community in the Valley. You
and your fellow members account for
over 80% of our local economy and
employment. We are also an important
political constituency as we work towards
a strong and business-friendly climate.
I am very impressed by our members
and the range of businesses and talent
that make up the Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce. It is my privilege to
represent you as we move ahead together.
“Alone we can do so little, together we can
do so much”- Helen Keller 

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Cougar Crest
Estate Winery
(‘08)
Exchange Club
of Walla Walla
(‘13)
Forward
Boutique (‘13)
Inn at
Blackberry
Creek (‘01)
Isaacs &
Associates Inc.
(‘83)
Jacobi’s Cafe
(‘09)
Ketelsen
Construction
Co. (‘91)
Key Technology
Inc (‘91)
Klickers Berries
& Antiques (‘04)
Kontos Cellars
(‘12)
KVEW TV (‘09)

Continued on page 10

Connected Since 1890.
Better ideas. Better banking.

Walla Walla Main
Eastgate
Ninth Avenue
(509) 526-8731 (509) 529-8181 (509) 527-6460

www.bannerbank.com

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year
your advertisement can be in over 1,000
copies of this publication. Send us your
print ready ad and distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

College Place
(509) 527-3646
Member FDIC

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850 or
info@wwvchamber.com today.
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AMBASSADORS
Wade Robbins
President
Banner Bank
Casey Richards-Moller
Past President
Blue Mountain
Community Foundation
Brenda Breshears
Interim Secretary
Elsom Roofing, Inc.
Melissa Bieber
LoanStar Home Lending
Shannon Block
Block, Maughan &
Associates
Willy Breshears
CH2M
Sierra Burchell
Olive Marketplace & Cafe
Peggy Chavez-Cazier
Lloyd’s Insurance, Inc.
Tara Crain
Copier Service, Inc.
Peter Early
Abadan
Jessica Gilmore
Walla Walla Community
College

Continued from page 3

Judi says, “I like a good challenge.
Often I’m faced with limitations on
physical space, budget or functionality
issues. To make a new design work for the
client is a puzzle that is very satisfying
to solve.” She says she continually
strives to brainstorm, design, and
deliver projects that exceed client
expectations.
“Every
space
needs
a ‘Wow’ factor – one thing that
makes it amazing!” Her dedication
and experience have earned Rich
Interiors a reputation for delivering
exceptional
design
services
for
homeowners and business owners in a
wide variety of industries.
When
asked
how she takes
an empty room
canvas and creates
her designs, she
says, “Generally
there
are
a
number of clues
that influence my
design.
Interviewing
the client to determine their needs,
desires and style preferences is key. There
is always a goal to designing the space.

For
example,
the goal maybe
to find comfort
and
relaxation,
to sell merchandise
or to increase
p r o d u c t i v i t y.
The end goal is
what drives the
design. Outside of
that I just dream
big and design
in my head all day long. When an idea
clicks, it doesn’t take long to translate it to
paper and pull the pieces together.”
The Rich Interiors’ team members say
they truly enjoy their work and they feel
it shows in their work. Their variety of
projects and the expected challenges
brought to them by their clients make
for an exciting work experience. They
communicate
with
their
clients
continuously throughout as the projects
unfolds and they pride themselves on
staying within budget and finishing on
time.
So, next time your office, business or
home is in need of that professional
touch, contact Rich Interiors and consult
with Judi and her team…you’ll be glad
you did! 

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members

A Plus Events, 816 Alvarado Terrace, Walla Walla. 509-607-3990

Kelsey Krebs
Walla Walla Valley
Honda

A Plus Events is a networking organizer to help your business grow. At A Plus Events
they have found the best places to advertise, so you can stop throwing your hard earned
money away on guess work. A Plus will set the location and time and do all promoting
leaving you with a stress free experience.

Diane Pease
Windermere Real Estate

William B.L. Murdoch DDS PLLC, 120 E Birch St., Suite 4, 509-522-2000

Continued on page 9

William B.L. Murdoch is a General Dentist focused on comprehensive family dental care
for all ages. They provide preventative, general and cosmetic dental options for your entire
family.
Eye Examinations
Eye Health Management
Contact Lenses / Sunglasses
Large Frame Selection

Since 1949

509.529.2020
Valley Vision Clinic
22 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.valleyvisionclinic.com
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Accepting New Patients

Optometric Physicians
Dennis Poffenroth, O.D.
Luther Ness, O.D.
Rebecca Musick, O.D.
Angela Ferguson, O.D.
Jeremy Beam, O.D.
Rick Harrison, O.D.

Using Your New Online Benefits!
• Marissa Miller, Special Projects Coordinator

P

eople on our website have already made an important decision;
they are looking for a business right here in our area. Statistics indicate that people searching the Internet are experienced, educated
consumers who use the web to help make purchase decisions. In
fact, 78% of American adults use the Internet and 83% of users have
purchased a products/service online. Are you reaching this targeted market?
Many members realize the benefit of their membership and the value of
targeting the market already driven to the Chamber’s Online Business
Directory, but did you know there are other features that members can utilize
through the Member Information Center?
Additional website features include:
•
Job Postings: add job openings to the Chamber’s website
•
Hot Deals: include store coupons and special offers on the Chamber’s website
•
Member Event Posting: add events to the Chamber’s Online Member Events Calendar –
chamber website visitors can add events to Outlook, e-mail the details to a friend and request an
automatically generated email reminder for the event

AMBASSADORS
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Sandi Rowe
Community Bank
Andre Selfa
Gesa Credit Union
Heather Sengsavang
Inland Cellular
Shannon Smith-

The integration of our new ChamberMaster website allows our members the ability to McKeown
Sass Mobile
manage and update their own information—something that wasn’t available to them previously. Haulin’
Boutique
The new chamber website saves time, provides convenient access, improves efficiency and
streamlines communication for members.
Tom Stokes

Management of your web page information is done through the ChamberMaster Member Windermere Real Estate
Information Center, which is password protected and accessed through the Member Login link,
located to the left of the homepage of our website.
Erica Walter

The new website not only makes it easy for Chamber staff to update new content and edit Premier Cellar
existing content, it’s easy for members to navigate too. All you need to do is go to the website
(wwvchamber.com) and click on the ChamberMaster Login. You will need your log-in name Erin Hubbard
and password. If you cannot locate this information, please give us a call. As always, you can Banner Bank
contact our office with any questions. Please take a moment to log in today to update your
information and take advantage of these features and much more! 

Cory Spencer
United Country Walla
Walla Homes & Land

Member of the Month
The Klicker Family has been raising strawberries
in the Walla Walla Valley since 1918, when
brothers Del and Jake Klicker
began picking
strawberries
at
their
mother’s
Klicker
Springs Hotel located in the Blue Mountains.
Today, Kirk and Nancy are the fourth
generation of Klickers to raise June bearing strawberries and they still employ
primarily youth to harvest the crop. It is a joy for them to have
the opportunity to give young people the chance to work and grow as individuals.
They currently have 35 acres of strawberries and employ approximately
200 workers, from ages 12 and up. The field bosses and supervisors are all
high school age and older who have earned their positions of leadership by working hard
as pickers, displaying exemplary leadership skills, and earning the respect of their peers. 

Bradley Beckner
Windermere Real Estate
Walla Walla
Joshua Morris
Windemere Real Estate
Walla Walla

Electrical Contractor
Residential • Commercial
Security • Telecom
24 Hour Service

Since
1975

2nd &Tietan • 1355 W. Poplar • 522.2010 • gesa.com

Walla Walla Electric
509-525-8672 Fx: 509-525-8642
www.wwelectric.com
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win
RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)
LAILA Design
Studio (‘13)
Opp & Seibold
General
Construction,
Inc (‘84)
Pape Machinery,
Inc (‘12)
Quail Run
Retirement
Community
(‘02)
Saager’s Shoe
Shop (‘07)
Sandy’s U-Rent
(‘05)
Stone Hut Bar &
Grill (‘04)
Sykes
Enterprises (‘11)
The Inn at
Woodhaven
Farm (‘07)

Continued on page 11

My evolving to-do list is exciting. And
everything on it is designed to help
grow the Chamber, and that doesn’t
just mean more members. It means a
stronger Chamber that delivers better
value and more services, and as a
result, happy Chamber members and a
vibrant business community. When we
accomplish those things, I believe that

Advertise Your Business or Event

July 14, 2015
Business After Hours

Newsletter insert advertising has been
rated one of the best, most cost-effective
forms of advertising by members. For
just pennies per reader, you can put your
information in front of highly targeted local
businesses and community members.
Yo u r C h a m b e r m e m b e r s h i p
entitles you to advertise your
business or event in the monthly
Chamber News. Only Chamber members
can advertise in the newsletter, so you are able
to target other committed businesses who
care about our community and the success
of business in the Walla Walla Valley.
Join the foremost producer of estate
Provide 950 copies of your
insert on regular weight, 8.5”x11” grown wines in Washington. Enjoy awardnon-glossy paper that is not folded.
winning wines grown in the
The cost for this insert is $175, which
Columbia Valley and bottled in Walla
c ove r s p o s t a g e. T h e i n s e r t i s a n
Walla.
excellent, cost-effective way to promote your
Chamber member business.
Business After hours!
5:30-7:00 p.m.
Call The Chamber, ask for Marissa
1102
W. Cherry St.
@ 525-0850 or email mmiller@wwvchamber.com for more information.
Walla Walla

Monthly Statistics - May
Phone
Walk-in
Totals

Plan
Center
5
9
14

Tourism

Relocation

197
82
279

23
7
30

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year
your advertisement can be in over 1,000
copies of this publication. Send us your
print ready ad and distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Call the Chamber at 509-525-0850 or
info@wwvchamber.com today.
10 | July 2015

the official tasks in my job description,
like “retention”, “membership growth”
and “sales” will take care of themselves.
I look forward to meeting each and every
one of you, preferably sooner than later,
and when I do, I hope I have the chance
to thank you for this opportunity. I
consider it an honor and a privilege to
work for all of you. 

Do you have a new potential member to refer? Email Steve at
sowens@wwvchamber.com.

Tourism Walla
Walla (‘05)
Valley
Residential
Services (‘91)

Continued from page 2

Event
Info
88
11
99

Business
Assistance
111
24
135

Member Info/
Referrals
121
46
167

Leadership Walla Walla
• Steve Owens, Director of Member Services

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Valley Vision
Clinic (‘62)

Leadership Walla Walla, co-sponsored by the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of
Commerce and Walla Walla Community College, is an 8-month (one day per month)
seminar series aimed at all qualified men and women who actively participate in Walla Walla
community roles. Leadership Walla Walla builds civic awareness and leadership skills, Clothing
beginning with an opening work session in September, followed by a series of eight, Company (‘47)
day-long monthly sessions, one each in October through May.
Walla Walla
Curriculum Topics Include: Diversity • Education • Health Care • Human Services • Country Club
Leadership • Quality of Life
(‘83)
Program Leaders Include: Elected Officials • Business Leaders • Community
Officials • Academicians • Specialists in urban and professional fields • Government Walla Walla
and Politics • Law Enforcement and The Legal System • Business, Agriculture & Public Schools
(‘83)
Economic Development.
Leadership Walla Walla is designed to provide leadership training and community
education on local issues and resources. Participants become better prepared for
decision-making positions across a wide variety of local groups, industries and
institutions.
Leadership Walla Walla will:
• Identify potential community leaders.
• Acquaint individuals with the community’s continuing needs, challenges and resources.
• Encourage potential leaders to become involved in Walla Walla’s future.
• Develop a rapport and peer relationships among participants and key civic leaders.
Applications, Tuition and Scholarships
Applications will be accepted through August 15th. Official applications may be
obtained at the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce and should be returned to:
Jessica Gilmore, Dean -Business, Entrepreneurial Programs& Extended Learning
Leadership Walla Walla,
500 Tausick Way, Walla Walla, WA 99362
Walla Walla Community College
Applicants will be notified of their selection in August and public announcements
will be made in early September. Tuition per participant is $699. The fee covers all
expenses for the work sessions, day sessions and graduation. Tuition includes meals and all
materials that may be required. Payment is due by September 1st. Scholarship assistance
may be available to qualified applicants.
For more information, please call Jessica Gilmore @ 527.1867.

176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com
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June Business After Hours
Thank you Providence Medical Group!!
BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS
July 14th
Canoe Ridge
Vineyard
1102 W. Cherry St
Walla Walla
August 11th
Pahlisch Homes
361 Reserve Way
Walla Walla

2015
CHAMBER
EVENTS
July 8th
Annual Business
Classic Golf
Tournament
Sept 16th
Business Awards
Showcase

THE U-B BRINGS NEW
CUSTOMERS TO YOUR DOOR.
WALLA WALLA

Union-Bulletin.com

UNION-BULLETIN
We Bring the Valley to You

Call 525-3304 for more information.
CONTACT US AT THE CHAMBER

29 East Sumach | PO Box 644 | Walla Walla, WA 99362 | Phone 509.525.0850 | Fax 509.522.2038
info@wwvchamber.com | wwvchamber.com

