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A Word (Or Two) of Thanks!
• David Woolson, President / CEO
ometimes we get so busy in the dayto-day, you forget to acknowledge the
simple as well as large gestures that
people make on your behalf. I know
I have to remind myself!
I feel very fortunate over the last year and
half that I have been at the Chamber I have
received tremendous support, encouragement
and friendship. It is greatly appreciated.
The Chamber has a strong membership of
700+ great local businesses. Thank you for your
investment in the Chamber! Collectively, we
represent a powerful voice in our community
and provide the engine to our local economy.
The Chamber is working hard to make sure
your dollars provide a return to your business
and the Valley.
I also need to give a big thanks to the
hundreds of volunteers who give their
valuable time to the Chamber and the
community. Our Chamber Ambassador
program has 25 busy professionals who help
us with member assistance and major events
as well as ribbon cutting celebrations for new
businesses. The Balloon Stampede alone has
a volunteer army of nearly 300 people. Simply
put, we couldn’t do it without you!
The Chamber is fortunate to also have
a category of members called Visionary
Members. These businesses have stepped up
their investment and support of the Chamber.
They allow many of our activities and efforts at
the Chamber to move forward. Our Visionary
members include Banner Bank, Gesa Credit
Union, Coffey Communications, Wine Valley
Golf Club, Walla Walla Union Bulletin, KUJ,
Columbia REA, Inland Cellular and Capps
Broadcast Group.
A growing effort at the Chamber is our
work in public policy and business advocacy.
We actively monitor governmental policy and
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proposed legislation at the
local, state and federal level
and make sure the interests
of our members are
protected and your voices
are heard. Our Chamber
represents a powerful
political constituency.
The Chamber also hosts
candidate debates to put
them on the record about business issues and
we will be very active this coming election cycle.
This effort is capably led by Damien Sinnott
on our staff and is made possible by our public
policy investors, which include Columbia REA,
Banner Bank, Walla Walla Grain Growers, Walla
Walla General Hospital, Marcus Whitman Hotel
& Conference Center, Walla Walla University,
Providence St. Mary Medical Center and Key
Technology.
All of our major events are able to happen
because of the support of numerous Chamber
businesses. Our Balloon Stampede is sponsored
and made possible by Gesa Credit Union, Pacific
Power and Affinity of Walla Walla. Additionally,
over 20 businesses were “Balloonmeister”
sponsors that helped finance bringing the pilots
to town. Our Business Classic Golf Tournament
was a great event last month and was sponsored
by Columbia REA as well as numerous other
members. Once again, I graciously let other
Chamber members win the tournament to be
polite!
There are two additional events I want to
make sure you know about. On September 19,
the Chamber will hold the Business Awards
Showcase. This event celebrates and says thank
you to local businesses that are doing great
things. The Showcase is sponsored by Baker
Boyer Bank and is held in their elegant lobby.
Continued on page 10
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What Is My Purpose and Why
Am I Here?
• Damien Sinnott, Vice President of Public Policy and Business Development

I

hope the title didn’t scare you off.
Not to worry--this is not going to be
an existential exploration into my
personal psyche. I am not going to
engage in any philosophical ramblings
about the meaning of the universe and my
place in it. I simply want to discuss some
of the things I do at the Chamber, because
when people ask what my role is and I tell
them that I handle the Chamber’s public
policy and business development work,
I have noticed that while folks tend to
nod and say things like “I see,” questions
about what that actually means still seem
to linger.
I have been handling the Chamber’s
public policy work for the last four years,
and have had the opportunity to work with
folks on some very diverse and important
issues. Sometimes my role is simply
making sure that the voice of business is
represented and that our elected leaders
understand the real impact that their
decisions will have on the business
community. A good example of this is the
role that I play as a member of the City of
Walla Walla’s Sustainability Committee.
Sustainability is supposed to be a balancing
act between social, environmental, and
economic interests, but oftentimes in other
communities the environmental interests
tend to dominate the conversation. By
having a seat at the table, I am able to
ensure that the conversation is truly balanced
and the business community’s interests are
well represented.
Other times my role involves more
than simply being at the table as a business
representative. Over the last several years
the Chamber has taken a direct advocacy
role on a number of issues likely to have
a long-term impact on our local economy.
We formed a coalition that brought
together community leaders and stakeholders to preserve commercial air service
to the Walla Walla Valley. This group

included representatives
from the Port of Walla
Walla, Tourism Walla
Walla, the Walla Walla
Valley Wine Alliance,
and private industry and
it has spent countless
hours working on viable
solutions to the challenges that our market
presents to commercial
air service providers. We have met with the
President/CEO and top executives from
Alaska Air Group, and our coalition has
put together a strong marketing plan and
applied for federal funding to help support
our efforts. We have met with our congressional delegation to explain the challenges
we face and to enlist their help. We have
done all of this because we recognize
that losing commercial air service would
seriously threaten the long-term health
of our local economy, and would hamper
economic development efforts in our
region.
In a similar fashion, over the last three
years we have devoted substantial time working with our elected officials in Olympia
to preserve jobs at the Washington State
Penitentiary. Why? Because the simple fact
is that just a couple of years ago we were
looking at the very real possibility that due
to budget cuts we could lose over 300 family
wage jobs. This would have been devastating
to our community. Instead, we were able
to help advocate for a well thought out and
economically sensible alternative that has
resulted in an expansion of the Washington
State Penitentiary and a substantial reduction in net job loss.
As you can see from the examples
above, the role that the Chamber plays in
the area of public policy is vitally important
and impacts the business community as a
whole. However, there are other examples
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Building Business After Hours
• Betsy Hadden, Director of Member Services
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ur Business After Hours (BAH)has
been growing; currently we are averaging 100+ attendees every month
for this great networking event.
We have also been consistently booked out
one year in advance. We feel they are very
successful and we want to grow them even
more. To do this we will be implementing
more marketing tools to help draw even
more attendees and increase your business
exposure.
This is a great opportunity to show
off your business, merchandise, services
and staff! This event is designed to bring
Chamber members together to learn about
other businesses and to network with
other members while highlighting your business.
Beginning in September, there will be a
$200 sponsorship fee to host a Business After
Hours event. This fee will help us take this
event to the next level, so that your business
can grow and thrive!
When you host a Business After Hours,
your business will receive:
• 2 months of advertising in the monthly
ChamberNews (first month promotes
your event…you provide the info &
the Chamber does the rest. Second
month includes a recap of your event)
Value: $200
• Our entire Chamber member database’
address labels (690+ members). We
encourage you to send out invitations.
Value: $60
• Reminders to 2200+
members and
contacts about your event sent by email
(twice). Value: $200
• One printed 8½ x 11 insert in our
monthly ChamberNews for the month
of event (you provide us your printready art work and the Chamber will
print it! Insert must promote BAH).
Value: $300
• The Chamber will create press releases
to promote your BAH to distribute to
regional media outlets, including TV
newsprint and TV. Value:$100

• Assistance, if requested, with ideas to make
your event even more
memorable.
Value:
Priceless!
If you utilize the newsletter insert and mailing
labels for invitations, the
Chamber will guarantee a
minimum of 50 guests attending (not including the
host’s employees). If less than 50 guests attend, we will refund your money!
The Chamber and Ambassadors are
available to help you plan your event
and provide suggestions to ensure your
business enjoys a positive result.
After all….The things we do best we do
together! 
Join us Tuesday,
August 14, from
5:30 to 7:00 pm, for
Business After Hours
hosted by Power House
Theatre.
This is a networking
opportunity provided
by the Chamber of
Commerce. It is held
the second Tuesday
of every month, and
it is a great way to
network and socialize
with other Chamber
members. We encourage you to bring flyers,
brochures and business cards to share.
Don’t forget your business card and a
dollar to enter the 50/50 drawing.
Contact Betsy Hadden at 509-525-0850
or email bhadden@wwvchamber.com for
more information about hosting a Business
After Hours.
Power House Theatre
111 N 6th Ave
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Members’ News Flash
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TOC Offers Kyocera Products
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Express Employment
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Rob Blethen
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Todd Brandenburg
PocketiNet
Communications
Jon Bren
Baker Boyer Bank
George Bridges
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Valerie Fayette
One Meadow Lane
Anita Funk
Key Technology

Total Office Concepts is a leading
provider of commercial office furniture and
document imaging devices and solutions.
TOC announces that it has been appointed
as an authorized dealer for Kyocera’s
innovative line of document imaging
devices.
“While we remain proud to represent
the Konica Minolta line of document
imaging devices for certain applications,
we could not ignore the fact that Kyocera’s
award-winning printer and MFP product
line has been recognized, industry-wide,
for providing ultra-reliability at the lowest
TCO (total cost of operation) of any
copier and/or printer line available today,”
said Mark Carlile, Total Office Concepts’
President and CEO. “Our customers will
benefit from this strong partnership and
I’m extremely pleased that we are now
officially a part of this dynamic and
innovative company.”
Kyocera Document Solutions America,
Inc., headquartered in Fairfield, N.J., is a
leading provider of computer-connectable
document imaging and document management systems, including network-ready
digital MFPs/printers, laser printers, color
MFPs/printers, digital laser facsimiles,
and multifunctional and wide format
imaging solutions. Kyocera Document
Solutions America, the first document
solutions company with third-party certified
sales data, has earned numerous honors for
its products’ high performance, reliability
and cost efficiency. Kyocera Corporation’s
consolidated net revenues exceeded $15
billion for the fiscal year ending on March
31, 2012.
Total Office Concepts, with offices and
showrooms in Walla Walla, Kennewick,
and Wenatchee, Washington, is a full-line
regional office furnishings and equipment
dealership specializing in space planning
and design; and, an authorized dealer for
Kyocera and Konica Minolta print and
document management solutions. 

Union-Bulletin.com
Union-Bulletin.com

We Bring
WALLA
WALLA
the Valley
We Bring the Valley Home to You
Home to You

We can help
you market
your business
in Walla Walla.

Call 525-3304
UNION-BULLETINfor more
information.
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PNGA At Wildhorse Golf Club

The 37th Annual Pacific Northwest
Golf Association’s Men’s Master-40 Amateur
Championship is coming to Wildhorse
Resort & Casino on August 27-31, 2012.
The PNGA welcomes and strongly
encourages host club participation in its
championships. 13 guaranteed entries will
be reserved for Wildhorse Resort & Casino
members in the championship field. These
spots will only be held until July 30, so hurry
and get your entry in today!
Entry forms may be obtained online at
the PNGA web site, www.thepnga.org, or by
telephoning the PNGA office in Federal Way
at (800) 643-6410, ext. 2.
The PNGA is also looking for a few good
volunteers, no experience necessary. Volunteers will assist with being a forecaddie, pace
of play, or possibly, scoring. Minimum four
hour shift with a free lunch!
Please contact Jonathan Brodin or Kris
Jungquist at (800) 643-6410. 

Its Happening At Dunham Cellars

Harvest Winemaker Dinner, August 11,
Chef Antonio Campolio, from The Marc
Restaurant makes dinner at Dunham
Cellars! Start with a tour of the winery, which
is located in an old WWII airplane hangar.
Then enjoy an elegant 5-course meal paired
with their award-winning wines. This is sure
to be a night to remember for all who attend!
$135/$125 for Wine Club, includes meal,
wine, tax, and gratuity. Please call 529-4685
to RSVP.
August 24-26, 2012--Join them for the
Third Annual Dunham Days in Walla Walla!
Festivities begin on Friday in the Hangar
Lounge with live music, food by Andrae’s
Kitchen, and wine by the glass. There is no
cover charge for this event; however food and
wine will be available by purchase only.
On Saturday, swing by the winery for
vertical tastings pulled from the library by
the winemaking team, Eric Dunham and
Dan Wampfler Also, check out Eric’s newest

Members’ News Flash
art series! Additional $5 tasting fee, free to
Wine Club Members
And, finally, Sunday there is a brunch
your taste buds won’t soon forget! $20 per
person. RSVP Required
Please call 509-529-4685 to RSVP. 

Wellness Programs Benefit Business

Harmony & Heath offers you classes or
workshops to help you manage stress and
the ailments that come with it.
Recently there was a worksite wellness
event in Walla Walla to encourage businesses to invest in wellness programs at their
businesses and companies. The return on
their investments can be great. You might
start with an evaluation or simple survey.
To be effective, the great health promotion
planners will balance organizational needs
and employee health interests. This is not
only about health care costs. However,
physical inactivity is costing your business or community huge amounts each
year. Studies have shown that if as little
as 5% of inactive people in your business
or community became physically active, it
could save an estimated $3,060 per year in
medical costs, workers comp costs and lost
productivity costs.
When you find something that is beneficial, makes you feel better, is fun and social
you want more and it is likely that you will
continue on the road to wellness.
A place to start might be a Tai chi or
Qigong class which is considered Meditation in Motion to help manage stress, decrease anxiety and help you feel a bit calmer.
There is no special equipment necessary,
no special clothing required, people can
attend a class wearing their work clothing.
Techniques and movements learned can be
practiced at home or anywhere. Wellness
is not year to year but for a lifetime. The
ultimate goal is to create such a healthy
workplace that when retirement comes, you
and your employees have a lifetime of good
health to look forward to.
Call Sandi Wicher 386-4305 at Many
Waters Wellness Center to learn more. 

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Hold Your Event at Walla Faces

Inland Cellular, in cooperation with the
Downtown Walla Walla Foundation, the City
of Walla Walla Parks & Recreation Department, the Walla Walla Public Library and the
Walla Walla Sweets, invites you to join them
for the final Inland Cellular’s Family Movie
Night at Borleske Stadium on August 25. The
movie shown will be Hugo.
This summer marks the fourth year of
this wholesome family summer event and
reflects some minor changes to the program.
The movies will once again be shown in the
outfield at Borleske Stadium. The movies are
being shown in conjunction with the Walla
Walla Public Library’s ‘Read the Book, See
the Movie’ program. “Readers will be able
to check out the books that each film being
shown is based on, and upon finishing the
book, will receive a certificate for free popcorn at the movie nights,” mentioned Liz
George, Children’s Librarian at the Walla
Walla Public Library. “We hope this motivates
even more youth in the community to keep
reading over their summer break.”
All movies will begin after dusk. New
this year are activities for younger guests to
participate in prior to the movies beginning
each evening.
The event is free to families and kids of
all ages. Please plan on bringing lawn chairs
and/or blankets for comfortable seating as
the films will be shown in the outfield of Borleske Stadium. Concessions will be available
at the stadium and participants are encouraged to procure their snacks and beverages on
site. No dogs please. For more information
about the summer movies please contact the
Downtown Foundation at 509/529-8755,
Inland Cellular at 509/629-2500 or Achieva
Marketing Group at 509/529-5525. For additional information on the Summer Reading
Program at the public library please visit the
library or call Liz George at 509/527-4550.
Borleske Stadium is located at 409 E. Rees Avenue in Walla Walla just below the Veteran’s
Memorial Golf course adjacent to Memorial
Park. Ample parking is available on site. 
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Walla Walla Electric
509-525-8672 Fx: 509-525-8642
www.wwelectric.com

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
AcroKnights of Walla
Walla Valley Academy
(‘09)

Title Sponsor:

Affinity at Walla Walla
(‘11)

Corporate Sponsors:

AmericanWest Bank
(‘77)
Associated Veterinary
Medical Center (‘81)

Hole-in-One
Sponsor:

Presented by

Putting Contest
Sponsor:

Big Cheese Pizza (‘03)
Blue 32 and The
Gallery Inn (‘08)

Congratulations to our Winners:
Bright’s Candies (‘04)
Cameo Heights
Mansion (‘07)

Putting Contest— Peter Early
Longest Drive — John Manyon and Michelle Liberty
Closest to the Pin— Kevin Michaelson

City Center Motel
(‘61)

Thank you to
our Volunteers:

Copier Service, Inc
(‘06)
CrossRoads
Steakhouse & Lounge
(‘07)
Divine Serendipity
Spa (‘08)

1st Place Gross — Herring Groseclose Funeral Home
1st Place Net — United Country Real Estate
2nd Place Net — Butler Carpet Cleaning
3rd Place Net — Abajian Toyota‐Scion
Booby Prize — Gesa Credit Union Women’s Team

Terra Luthie, Ramon Zamora, Wade Robbins,
Jesse McFarland, Jon Bren, Juli Boyington,
Chris Coates, Madeline Brooks, Jim Pease,
Debi Allessio, Tom Stokes, Linda Byerley,
Sheila Peterson, Annette Craig

Prize Donors:
Abajian Toyota‐Scion, Allstate Insurance, Andrae’s Kitchen, Bella Fortuna Events &
Tours, Bergevin Lane, Big Cheese Pizza, CenturyLink, Children’s Home Society,
College Cellars, Columbia Rural Electric Company, Community Bank, Evergreen
Labs, Inc/Wine Away, Falkenberg’s Jewelers, Garrison Creek Lodge, Gesa Credit
Union, Hampton Inn & Suites, Holiday Inn Express, Impress Salon, Linda & Scott
Byerley, Marcus Whitman Hotel & Conference Center, MRJ Enterprises, Red Monkey
Downtown Lounge, Stone Hut, Sweet Putt, Valley Vision, Walla Walla Village
Winery, Wal‐Mart, Wildhorse Resort & Casino, Wine Valley Golf Club, YMCA

Continued on page 7

Connected Since 1890.
Better ideas. Better banking.

Walla Walla Main
Eastgate
Ninth Avenue
(509) 526-8731 (509) 529-8181 (509) 527-6460

www.bannerbank.com
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Lunch &
Awards Dinner

College Place
(509) 527-3646
Member FDIC

Hole Sponsors:
‐1st Choice Restoration
‐Abadan
‐Abajian Toyota‐Scion
‐Aflac
‐Andrae’s Kitchen
‐Bella Fortuna Events & Tours
‐Big Cheese Pizza
‐Bruce Maughan & Associates
‐Cascade Natural Gas Conservation
Incentive Program
‐CenturyLink
‐Falkenberg’s Jewelers
‐Garrison Creek Lodge
‐Hampton Inn & Suites
‐Holiday Inn Express
‐Impress Salon
‐Inland Cellular
‐KVEW TV
‐LeFore’s Skin Care & Health Spa
‐Patton & Associates
‐Red Monkey Downtown Lounge
‐Stone Hut
‐United Country Real Estate
‐YMCA
Cart Sponsors:
‐Big Cheese Pizza
‐Children’s Home Society
‐Northwest Farm Credit Services

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Dunham Cellars, LLC
(‘93)
Farmers Insurance Lynn Clark (‘84)
Farwest Materials
(‘00)
Hertz Car Rental (‘98)
Holiday Inn Express
(‘00)
Holly’s Flowers (‘07)
Inn at Blackberry
Creek (‘01)
Jill & Robert Zagelow
(‘09)
KC Plumbing Services
(‘10)
KVEW 42 - ABC (‘09)
L’Ecole No 41 (‘94)
Marcus Whitman
Hotel & Conference
Center (‘99)
Oil Can Henry’s (‘08)

BUTLER CARPET CLEANING

No-Soap Cleaning Process		 		Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning		 		Tile Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated		 		Commercial & Residential

TONY RUKAVINA
Owner
509-956-9996

Let the “BUTLER” Do it!

OMS
2 RO 5
$7

Our Personalized
Products include:
• Calendars
• Caps
• Shirts
• Jackets
• Mugs
WE’RE HERE!
• Pens & Pencils
860 NE Rose, CP • 525.7630
and much more!
mail@graphicapparel.biz

81870 sl

Continued on page 10
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AMBASSADORS
Debi Allessio
Children’s Home Society
Kimberly Armentrout
Krivoshein Financial
Kathleen Buford
President
AAA Washington/Inland
Doug Case
Columbia Rural Electric
Association

Tickets On Sale For The 6th Annual
Business Awards Showcase
Presented by Baker Boyer Bank
Wednesday, September 19, 2012, 6:30 p.m.
Baker Boyer Bank, 7 W. Main, WW
Advance Ticket Purchase Required - $25 per person
Seating is Limited Non-Refundable
Contact the Chamber at 525-0850 to reserve your tickets now.

Chris Coates
Marcus Whitman Hotel
& Conference Center
Tara Crain
Past President
Copier Service, Inc.
Mary “Patricia” Filkins
Emeritus @ Garrison
Creek Lodge
Kathy Fry-Trommald
Walla Walla Sweet
Onion Marketing
Committee
Loren Jennings
SendOut Cards
Marilynn Johnson
MRJ Enterprises
Terra Luthi
Holiday Inn Express
Judy McDole
Walla Walla School District

Continued from page 2

that are just as important where the Chamber’s public policy function is to help an
individual business that is struggling to
navigate through some treacherous bureaucratic waters. For example, not long ago I
was talking with a local businessman who
manufactures and distributes high-quality
tequila. He was having difficulty convincing
our state owned liquor stores to stock his
product (prior to the passage of Initiative
1183). The idea that a government-owned
enterprise wouldn’t stock a locally owned
business’ product just didn’t sit right with
me, and I asked him if he had contacted
any of his elected representatives for some
help. He had not, and so I connected him
with Senator Mike Hewitt with whom the
Chamber has a strong working relationship.
I am sure that this businessman will still face
challenges as he grows his business, but at
least we were able to help open some doors
so that this bureaucratic roadblock isn’t one
of them.
Another example where we were able
to intervene on behalf of a local business
involves a bid that had been submitted to

provide office furniture for Walla Walla’s
new police station. A local business had
submitted the lowest responsive bid, but
nonetheless the City had initially decided to
award the bid to an out of area competitor.
After investigating the matter, we were able
to help convince the City Council that an
injustice had been done, and to their credit
they promptly corrected it and awarded the
contract to the local business.
As you can see, my work at the Chamber
in the area of public policy and business
development takes many forms. It can be
as simple as just being present to represent
the broad business perspective, and it can
be more involved such as when I advocate
on a particular issue. My work involves
advocating for the business community as
a whole, but also for individual businesses
that are struggling to resolve an issue with a
governmental entity. In short, at the Chamber we believe that running a business can
be challenging enough without having to
worry about broader political issues. That is
where I fit in, and that is why I am here. 

Service Since 1972
• WIRING & REPAIR
• PUMP SALES & SERVICE
• SECURITY SYSTEMS
• FIRE ALARMS
•
• COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

1421 Dell Ave., Walla Walla

WA DOYLE EI277CL • OR CCB#19588
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529-2500

176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com

Ambassador Of The Month
Sheila Peterson was born and raised in Eugene, OR. She has been
working in the insurance field for 20+ years and is proud of her most
recent accomplishment of achieving the CISR (Certified Insurance Service
Representative) designation. She has been working for McDonald Zaring
Insurance for the last nine years and loves her job.
Sheila believes strongly in the importance of community involvement
and has volunteered for several events including Walla Walla Sweet Onion
Festival, Balloon Stampede and Relay for Life. Being a Chamber
Ambassador has been a very rewarding experience. She loves being part
of an entity whose main goal is to support local businesses contributing
to their success while encouraging new businesses to choose Walla Walla
as their home. Sheila lives in Milton Freewater with her family and in her
spare time, she loves to go shopping with her five-year old daughter, Beth. 

AMBASSADORS
Jesse McFarland
American Family Insurance
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Scott Peters
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Joel Petty
Individual Member

Wednesday, August 2
11:00am—2:00pm
Chamber Parking Lot,
29 E Sumach

Join us as we say Thank You for being a
valued Chamber member.

Casey Richards
Camp Fire USA
Wade Robbins
Banner Bank
Judi Robinson
R-Kidz Early Childhood
Education Center
Jo Ann Stelzner
Patton & Associates, LLC
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members

Newcomb Architectural, 3115 Brisbane Drive, WW 509-301-9616
Specializing in general architecture.
Saviah Cellars, 1979 JB George Rd, WW 509-522-2181
Saviah Cellars focuses on terroir-driven, distinctive, & expressive wines. They have a
history of consistently crafting superior quality wines from their estate vineyards; certified
sustainable & salmon safe.
The Mom’s Network, 1355 Shade Tree Lane, WW 509-301-7471
An organization where moms can communicate, receive and exchange information,
network with each other and be involved in the community.

Kris Youd
Vice President
Coldwell Banker
Ramon Zamora
Inland Cellular
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win
RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)
Orbitcom Inc (‘04)
Phoumy’s Thai
Cuisine (‘11)
Robison Ranch
Cellars, LLC (‘11)

Russell Creek Ranch
(‘09)
Sandy’s U-Rent (‘05)
Virtual In-House
Counsel, PLLC (‘01)
Walla Walla Dental
Care (‘82)
Winding Water River
Expeditions (‘09)
Yale Glass Company,
Inc (‘80)

Member
Of
The
Month
On August 24, 25 and 26, Friends of Children of Walla Walla will

hold its fifth annual music fund raiser – “Jazz & Wine Among Friends”.
A three-day event focusing on music, it is a unique fund raising
effort in the Valley – no ask and no auction – just music, wine and a
chance to build the Friends community. Over the past four years, the
event has grown from one concert into a festival spanning an entire weekend and including
a number of venues and musical acts. Indeed, it is gaining momentum and beginning to take
its place on the annual calendar for the whole community. From Friday night’s five venues in
the Downtown area to Saturday evening’s gala concert with Portland’s Shanghai Woolies to a
parade and New Orleans-style jazz brunch at Whitehouse Crawford on Sunday morning, the
festival is a weekend of music not to be missed, and all ticket sales benefit the Friends programs.
Friends is a non-profit mentoring organization that matches adult volunteers with children
6-17 years old in need of a safe, consistent adult presence in their lives. From its inception 13
years ago, this home-grown, local mentoring organization has been committed to screening,
training and ongoing support of adult volunteers and their young
friends. The organization’s mission is to “improve lives and
communities, one child at a time,” and since the first Friends
“match” was made in 1999, nearly 600 children have been served
in their programs. During the school year, the organization typically
supports 110-125 active matches. Several years ago, Friends added a
new, school-based program to its original, Community-Based (CB)
services. While the former is built on a one-year commitment from
an adult who sees their matched young friend weekly, one-on-one
in the community, the ABC (Adults Befriending Children) Program
requires a commitment lasting a school year, and all contacts take
place on school grounds during school time. Together, the two
programs form a solid approach to mentoring young persons in the
Walla Walla Valley.
Although they serve many children and adults in their programs,
they also have a waitlist of children who are waiting for an adult
friend. If you have an hour a week to devote to a young person, call
Friends of Children of Walla Walla. They can match you with a child
who is waiting just for you! 
Continued from page 1

We appreciate their strong support of our
members. The deadline for nominations
is rapidly approaching. If you know of a
great local business (including your own!)
let us know so we can forward it on to our
selection committee. The Chamber gives
awards in seven categories including Business
of the Year, Health & Wellness, Non-Profit
Organization, Sweet Service Walla Walla,
Smart Business, Catalyst, and Youth
Entrepreneur. Join us for a great evening!
I am lucky to have a very talented Board of
Directors who shape the overall policy of the
Chamber. Its a very good working relationship
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and I really appreciate their time, experience
and guidance as we move the Chamber
forward. Additionally, the Chamber staff is a
very effective group of professionals who are
dedicated to the Chamber and our members.
Thank you to Jenny, Tammy, Damien, Betsy
and Marissa for all of your efforts.
Lastly, as a way of saying thanks to you, I
want to personally invite you to lunch at our
Member Appreciation BBQ. We will hold it on
Wednesday, August 2, in the Chamber parking
lot from 11am to 2pm. It should be a lot of
fun and hope you can make it.
Thanks for everything! 

Advertise Your
Business or Event

Ribbon Cuttings
Community Bank

Newsletter insert advertising has been rated one
of the best, most cost-effective forms of advertising
by members. For just pennies per reader, you can
put your information in front of highly targeted local
businesses.
Your Chamber membership entitles you to
advertise your business or event in the monthly
ChamberNews. Only Chamber members can advertise
in the newsletter, so you are able to target other committed
businesses who care about our community and the
success of business in the Walla Walla Valley.
Provide 1,000 copies of your insert on
regular weight, 8.5”x11” non-glossy paper that is not
folded. The cost for this insert is $150, which covers
postage. The insert is an excellent, cost-effective way
to promote your Chamber member business.
To get your insert into the September
ChamberNews,please have your insert to us by 5:00
pm on August 20, 2012. Inserts are due the third
Monday of each month.
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Affinity at Walla walla

Rodda Paint

Providence St Mary Medical Center ICU

Fly Walla Walla First on Alaska Air
•
•
•
•

Enjoy infinitely more productivity versus driving
Save money and time flying direct from Walla Walla
Park free: short- or long-term
Check out www.flywallawallafirst.com for details

For booking:
Contact your local Chamber Member Travel Agent
Call Alaska Air: 1-800-547-9308
Visit: http://www.alaskaair.com

Monthly Statistics - June
Phone
Walk-in
Totals

Plan
Center
42
24
66

Tourism

Relocation

255
132
357

53
26
79

Event
Info
78
14
92

Business
assistance
52
14
92

Member Info/ Staff
referrals
35
122
12
18
47
140
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July Business After Hours

Castillo de Feliciana hosted the July Business After Hours.
Thank you for sharing your beautiful venue.
BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS

August 14, 2012
Power House Theatre
111 N 6th St, WW
September 11, 2012
Walla Walla Elks
Lodge #287

UPCOMING
CHAMBER
EVENTS
Business Classic
Golf Tournament
July 17, 2012
Chamber Member
Appreciation BBQ
August 2
Business Awards
Showcase
September 19, 2012
Annual Awards
Banquet
November 28, 2012

CONTACT US

29 East Sumach,
PO Box 644.
Walla Walla, WA
99362
Phone 509.525.0850
Fax 509.522.2038
info@wwvchamber.com
wwvchamber.com

New Chamber Member Referrals
Refer a new member to the Chamber and see your name listed here.

Membership Matters!
Do you have a new member to refer?
Email Betsy at bhadden@wwvchamber.com.

