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Air Service: Use It or Lose It!
• David Woolson, President / CEO
he Chamber has been involved over
the last couple of years on the issue
maintaining cost effective and
efficient air service for Walla Walla.
We lead the Air Coalition committee which
includes our partners: Tourism Walla Walla,
Port of Walla Walla, and the Walla Walla
Valley Wine Alliance, among others. Air service
is one of the important building blocks of our
transportation infrastructure and a key to
future economic development as well as
business expansion and
retention. All of the Air
Coalition partners have been
very active in promoting the
Alaska Airlines service here
in Walla Walla with various
advocacy and promotional
efforts and Alaska Airlines has
been a good partner as well.
You may have recently
seen the announcement
that Alaska Airlines will be
cutting its afternoon flights
for June, July and August on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
The plan for now is that they
will resume in the fall. But the
bottom line is that this market is not
profitable for them due to several factors.
First, while some flights are full, several flights,
especially at given times of year, are only 50-60
percent full. We need to average around 75-80
percent to make it work. The good news is that
our boardings have increased over the last two
years but we aren’t where we need to be.
Obviously, a big factor was when Alaska
shifted to the larger 76 seat Q-400 aircraft
for all of their regional air service. Secondly,
increased fuel expense is a massive component
of their cost structure. While not unique to

T

Walla Walla , it does put
significant pressure on our
ability to be a profitable
destination. Third, many
Walla Walla business and
leisure travelers choose to
fly out of Pasco for a variety
of reasons but primarily
for making connections to
markets other than Seattle.
As a grizzled business travel veteran, I do
understand the appeal of using
the shortest route between your
destinations.
I was recently joined with our
Coalition partners to meet with
Brad Tilden, President of Alaska
Airlines, to discuss our situation.
Brad brought his top level executives
in marketing, planning and finance
to join us. It was a very good, frank
and positive meeting. They were
very open and quite likeable people.
But the bottom line is the bottom
line: Alaska is a publicly traded, forprofit company. Brad knows Walla
Walla very well and wants to find a
way to make it work for everyone.
However, out of 42 markets that Alaska/Horizon
airlines serve, Walla Walla is #42. Ouch!
So now what? Well, there are several things
the Coalition is working on to get smarter in
tackling the issues. The Port is investigating
the cost side of doing business in Walla Walla
and Seattle and see if there are some savings
potential. Michelle Liberty at Tourism Walla
Walla is in discussions with their advertising/PR
agency, TVA, to see if there are ways to increase
demand from inbound leisure travel. Duane
Wollmoth at the Wine Alliance and I want to

Air Service is
one of the
important
building
blocks of our
transportation
infrastructure.
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Tuscany: The Trip of A Lifetime
• Damien Sinnott, Vice President of Public Policy and Business Development

G

reat wine, strong coffee, fantastic
food, rich history, incredible art,
friendly people . . . . these are just
some of the many reasons that I
love the Walla Walla Valley. Unfortunately,
this love leaves me with a small problem. I
also love to travel, and yet sometimes I find
it almost difficult to justify embarking on
a trip and leaving all of these great things
behind. Where else can one find such a
perfect combination of characteristics in
one family friendly, laid back, simple yet
refined place? Not so long ago I found my
answer, and that answer is Tuscany.
I have been fortunate enough to have
traveled extensively around the world, and
I have had many enjoyable experiences;
however, just thinking about my travels in
Tuscany brings a smile to my face. Every
minute of every day that I spent in those
Italian hill towns involved an almost
impossible to describe sense of wonder.
For history buffs there is nothing like
Tuscany, for each town is literally built
upon layers and layers of history. In Siena,
you can climb the stairs to the top of the
Torre de Mangia, and be struck by the fact
that this structure was crafted over 150
years before Columbus set sail for America.
As you wind up the stairs you may also be
struck by the fact that people were quite
a bit smaller in the 14th century, so do
not attempt this climb if you are even a
tiny bit claustrophobic. When you get to
the top of the tower and are staring out
onto the Piazza del Campo, you may be
overwhelmed with anger when you see the
graffiti that has been carved into the bell
tower by love-struck teenagers. How could
they deface such a beautiful and historic
piece of architecture you may wonder;
and then it will dawn on you that to
Italians, this building that is over 650
years old is just one of hundreds that exist
in every town in the region. And, when
you realize that these pieces of architecture are relatively young compared to the
Etruscan ruins that lie just below the

surface of many Tuscan
towns, then you will
have a real appreciation
for the layers of history
that exist all around you.
A short drive from
Siena is the beautiful
city of Florence. While
hill towns like Siena and
San Gimignano are built
upon layers of history,
Florence is built upon layers and layers
of art. Donatello, Botticelli, Leonardo
da Vinci, and Michaelangelo all called
Florence home at one time or another.
Even if you are not a fan of the Renaissance
period, standing in the Uffizi Gallery and
admiring the brilliant colors of Botticelli’s
The Birth of Venus is an absolute must. Of
course, the most famous piece of art to be
found in Florence stands in the Academy
Gallery. When you enter the Academy
Gallery you will find that all halls seem
to lead to Michaelangelo’s awe inspiring
David. As you gape upon this marble
creation, you will first note how truly massive
it is. Carved out of a sixteen-foot block of
marble over a three-year period of time,
the details on this sculpture can only be
described as breathtaking. As you silently
stare in disbelief, you can’t help but be
inspired by the fact that a fellow human
being could create something so wonderful.
There is much to see and do in Tuscany,
but perhaps the greatest experiences involve
the many opportunities to eat and drink
at the region’s cafes, osterias, trattorias,
rosticerrias, and ristorantes. I do not
believe that it is possible to have a bad meal
in Tuscany. Whether you are brave enough
to sample trippa (tripe), or content yourself
with the papparadelle with wild boar, you
simply cannot go wrong. Try some black
truffle salami washed down with a local
Sangiovese, and trust me; it is like you have
died and gone to heaven. Top it all off with
a meloni gelato while you join the locals
for an evening stroll, and you will have
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St. Mary Receives Award

Meagan Anderson-Pira
Children’s Home Society
Shannon Bergevin
Express Employment
Professionals
Rob Blethen
Walla Walla UnionBulletin
Todd Brandenburg
PocketiNet
Communications

Do You CAVU?
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Providence St. Mary received the
prestigious Mission Leadership Award
from Providence Health & Services for its
work with The Health Center at Lincoln
Alternative High School. Since 2008,
Providence St. Mary has provided funding,
supplies, furnishings and other assistance
to The Health Center at Lincoln Alternative
High School to help teens live healthier
lives, which improves the chance they be
able to stay in school and graduate.
To see a video on the work going on
now at The Health Center at Lincoln, go
to http://bcove.me/ng26qu7c. 
CAVU Cellars is hosting a wine and
food event on June 2! Celebrate with
CAVU Cellars as their wines are paired with
six different small plates catered by Bon Appetit Catering. The award-winning wines of
CAVU Cellars will be paired with seafood,
chicken, pork, lamb, duck, and beef. Stay
tuned to the VBN from the Chamber as
they announce each week a different menu
item and wine to be paired in detail. The
event will include entertainment yet to be
determined.
Tickets are $30 for the public, $25 for
chamber members, and $20 for CAVU
Wine Club members! Tickets will be available at the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of
Commerce. Tickets will also be available at
Vintage Cellars located at 10 N. 2nd Avenue
downtown and at CAVU Cellars located at
602 Piper Avenue at the airport area.

AcroKnights Annual Homeshow

The AcroKnights of Walla Walla Valley
Academy present their annual Homeshow
on May 19 & 20. This year’s theme is
“Three-Hour Tour”. (Think Gilligan!!)
New this year is a Saturday night
show at 9:00 pm. There are two showings on Sunday at 2:00pm and 7:00 pm.
Join the AcroKnights for great family-

Union-Bulletin.com
Union-Bulletin.com

We Bring
WALLA
WALLA
the Valley
We Bring the Valley Home to You
Home to You

We can help
you market
your business
in Walla Walla.

Call 525-3304
UNION-BULLETINfor more
information.
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friendly entertainment at Walla Walla
University’s gym, located at the corner of 4th and
Davis in College Place. Tickets sold at WWVA
(525-1050) and at the Chamber. Look for
posters around town for other ticket sale
venues. Pre-sale tickets are $8 adults and $4
children ($10 & $5 at the door).
The AcroKnights are an acrobatic troupe
of high school students demonstrating life
skills of team building, trust, and strength.
See a preview of the show at the Balloon
Stampede at 5:00 pm on Friday, May 11. 

Wine Valley-Not A Typical Course

People generally agree that the modern
game of golf evolved in Scotland during the
Middle Ages. The first documented record of
golf in Scotland was in a 1457 Act of Parliament by King James II prohibiting playing
of gowf and football because they were distracting soldiers from archery practice. Can
you imagine an act of congress banning golf
because of a lack of productivity in the workplace? There would be a nationwide riot!
While most courses in the U.S. are similar
in style; lush green grass, tree-lined fairways,
many water hazards, and flat terrain, Wine
Valley has wide open rolling fairways that
match the contours of the land and large
undulating greens that are a true test of a
players short game. The best tip we can give
you is to use your putter from off the green
instead of chipping. Firm tight lies make it
very difficult to chip from but fairly easy to
putt from.
Wine Valley has many local specials running in 2012 including; Local Sundays and
Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursday Burger
and Brew Twilight Special, Friday Couple’s
Night “Nine and Wine”, Tuesday Evening
Business League, and Mondays starting in
May we have Ladies Night with a half hour
golf clinic and wine tasting afterward. Call
the golf shop with any questions you may
have at (509) 525-G-O-L-F or check our website at www.winevalleygolfclub.com. “Like”
our Facebook fan page and receive course
updates and specials year round. 

Members’ News Flash
Port of Walla Walla Honored

The Port of Walla Walla’s promotional
brochure has received a Gold Award from
the Service Industry Advertising Awards
competition. The Port partnered with
CMBell Company to develop a piece that
could showcase the region and create a
compelling case for businesses to locate
in Walla Walla. Nearly 2,000 entries were
received from 400 advertising agencies and
1,000 service institutions across the nation.
The national panel of judges reviewed the
entries for execution, creativity, quality,
consumer appeal and overall breakthrough
advertising content.
“Collaborating with the Port to develop
this piece was a great pleasure. We’re
proud of what they’re doing, and were so
very pleased to help tell the story of our
own community,” says CMBell Company
President DeLona Lang Bell.
Copies of the brochure are available at
the Port of Walla Walla or on CMBell Company’s Web site at http://cmbellcompany.
squarespace.com/port-of-walla-walla 

Camp At KOA This Summer

The KOA at Lyons Ferry Marina is open
for the season! Located on the Snake River
near the town of Starbuck less than an hour
from Walla Walla. Spring hours are in effect
with the camp store and restaurant being
open Wed – Sun for lunch and dinner. Seven
day a week operations including breakfast
started in April. Full hook-up RV sites and
tent sites are ready to go for the season.
Walleye fishing has been HOT with multiple
big fish over 10 lbs coming in in the past
week or so. Orchard Pond, walking distance
from the marina, has been stocked with
Trout and is fishing great. Spring weather
should bring on better fishing for Walleye,
Catfish and, don’t forget the Salmon opener
in April. Store is stocked with bait, snacks,
groceries, espresso and more. For the latest
info on what’s happening, give them a call at
509-399-8020 or check out their Facebook
page at Facebook/lyonsferrykoa.

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

The Blue Mountains KOA & Last Resort
camp store, located in the Tucannon
Valley one hour from Walla Walla, is open.
RV sites, tent sites and furnished cabins are
available. Their camp store is fully stocked
with groceries, fishing gear / licenses, gifts
and snacks. The nearby Tucannon
Lakes are open for the fishing season
and have been stocked and are fishing
well. Information on this event, lake stocking
report and more is on their website at www.
thelastresortrc.com or 509-843-1556.

Dawn Kammer
DaMa Wines

CREA Committed to Community

Gary Ponti
McAdams, Ponti,
Wernette and VanDorn

Columbia County Health System and
Columbia Rural Electric Association are
pleased to announce that the final piece of
funding has been secured for the remodel
and expansion of the Dayton Hospital
Emergency Room.
Les Teel, CEO of Columbia REA stated
“ The $150,000 of funding that CREA was
able to secure for this project is very important to helping sustain the future of the
Dayton Hospital. Emergency Room services
in Columbia County are very important
to the community, and provide a great life
saving benefit to our residents. As a member
owned, local electric cooperative, Columbia
REA is committed to the communities we
serve, and helping to secure this funding is
another example of that commitment.”
Charlie Button, CEO of the Columbia
County Health System said “We are grateful
to REA. We would not be able to complete
the project without their help.”
The Dayton hospital is an important part
of the Dayton and Columbia County community, providing 24-hour a day emergency
care. The Dayton emergency room is a level
V Trauma facility and the staff is trained to
treat emergencies on site as well as stabilizing
and transferring patients needing a higher
level of care.
Working together Columbia REA and the
Columbia County Health System have continued the tradition of providing exceptional
health care options for the Greater Columbia
County region. 
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Thank You! Balloon Stampede Sponsors

ABC Seamless Home
Exteriors (‘04)
Amavi Cellars, LLC
(‘04)

Bicycle Barn /
Knowles Sports, Inc.
(‘93)
Blue Mountain Action
Council (‘80)
Blue Mountain
Humane Society (‘91)
Buckley Investment
Group (‘10)
Clancy’s Transfer &
Storage, Inc (‘02)
Cost Less Carpet (‘05)
D.A. Davidson & Co
(‘17)
Desert Springs
Bottled Water Co. LLC
(‘04)
Domino’s Pizza (‘00)
Don Carlo Vineyard
(‘11)
Dr. Curtis W. Long
(‘82)
Dream Ride Charters,
LLC (‘07)
Dutch Bros Coffee
(‘08)
El Sombrero Mexican
Restaurant (‘93)

Balloonmeisters
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Andy’s Market
Baker Boyer Bank
Banner Bank
CenturyLink
City of College Place
City of Walla Walla
CliftonLarsonAllen
Coffey Communications
Color Press
Columbia REA
Comfort Inn & Suites
Doyle Electric, Inc.
Falkenberg’s Jewelers
Gesa Credit Union
Home Loan Center
Inland Cellular
KUJ
KWHT/KTEL
Martin’s Jewelers
McDonald Zaring Insurance
Minnick-Hayner
Port of Walla Walla
Sterling Savings
Swire Coca-Cola
Sykes Enterprises
Total Office Concepts
Walla Faces
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Whitman College
Wildhorse Resort
Wine Valley Golf Club

Tethering Club

• Abadan
• AmeriGas
• Best Western Plus Walla Walla Entertainment Stage
Suites Inn
• Serenity Point Counseling
• Clarette’s Restaurant
Services
• Darrah’s Decorating Center
• Holiday Inn Express
• Patton & Associates
Altrusa Spelling Bee
• Doyle Electric, Inc.
• Graphic Apparel
Flight Club
• Jacky’s Flowers
• McAdams, Ponti, Wernette
• Key Technology
and VanDorn
• Larry Siegel Law Office
• Reese, Baffney, Frol &
• Les Schwab Tire Center
Grossman
• Super One Foods
• Narum Construction
• Walla Walla Clothing Company • Swire Coca-Cola
• Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

Enthusiasts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A. K. Dice Guest House
Certified Hearing Services
Maple Counter Cafe
Narum Concrete
Northwest Farm Credit
Services
Opp & Seibold General
Construction
Saager’s Shoe Shop
Valley Vision Clinic
Vision Source Walla Walla

Continued on page 7

Connected Since 1890.
Better ideas. Better banking.

Walla Walla Main
Eastgate
Ninth Avenue
(509) 526-8731 (509) 529-8181 (509) 527-6460

www.bannerbank.com
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College Place
(509) 527-3646
Member FDIC

Balloon Boosters
•
•
•
•
•
•

1st Choice Restoration
Agreeable Pest Control
Animal Clinic of Walla Walla
Be At Ease Massage
Leonetti Cellars
State Farm Insurance-Liz
Conover
• Washington State
Penitentiary

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)

38th Annual

Inland Family
Dentistry (‘10)

Walla Walla Balloon Stampede

Jim Johnson & Co
(‘67)

Presented by

Gesa Credit Union

John D. Logan, Inc.
(‘84)

May 11, 12, & 13, 2012
Walla Walla County Fairgrounds
Balloons launch daily at 6:30 am

John Schmidt
Construction, LLC
(‘02)
Laht Neppur Brewing
Co (‘11)

Sponsored by

Friday

• Walla Walla Hot Air Classic Golf Tournament
9 am - Veterans Memorial Golf Course
• Main Stage entertainment 3-6:30 pm

• Champagne Reception, Pavilion, 5:30 pm

McDonald Zaring
Insurance (‘82)

• Friday Night Dance Party, 6:30-9 pm, Main Stage
Featuring Retro Flash

Mirage Pool ‘n’ Spa
(‘11)

Sponsored by:

Sponsored by:

Sponsored by Serenity Point Counseling Services

• Altrusa Spelling Bee, 10 am - 6 pm

Mountain ViewColonial Dewitt
(‘88)

• Meet the Pilots, 12-4 pm, Garrison Field

Nelson Irrigation
Corporation (‘81)

• Family Fun Time, 5-7 pm

Paul Richardson
Agency, Inc (‘84)

• Beer Garden in the Arena, 7-11 pm

Pepper Bridge Winery
(‘01)

Saturday
• Pancake Breakfast - after launch till 10 am

$6 per person or $5 advance tickets at the Chamber
Sponsored by Walla Walla Crime Watch

• Volleyball Tournament, 8 am - 4 pm
• Main Stage Entertainment 8:30 am - 6:30 pm
Sponsored by Serenity Point Counseling Services

Community Building - 3-6 grade students
Tethered rides - $25; pictures with the pilots $5
Sponsored by Abadan
Sponsored by Affinity of Walla Walla

• Balloonsday 5K Run & Walk, 9 am
Sponsored by Walla Walla Swim Club

• Nite Glow Show, at dusk

• Classic Car & Cycle Show, 10 am - 4 pm

Sponsored by Affinity of Walla Walla

Sponsored by AAA Washington

• Children’s Activity Center, 10 am - 4 pm

Featuring Dance Hall Days of Portland, Oregon

Partnered with Children’s Museum of Walla Walla

ServiceMaster of
Walla Walla (‘08)

Sunday

$6 per person or $5 advance tickets at the Chamber
Sponsored by Walla Walla Crime Watch

• Children’s Activity Center, 10 am - 4 pm

• Main Stage Entertainment 10 am - 3 pm

Sponsored by Serenity Point Counseling Services
Featuring Mother of the Year Contest and Kids Talent
Competition FInal

Partnered with Children’s Museum of Walla Walla

Artwork by Christina Kennell

• Pancake Breakfast - after launch till 10 am

R-Kidz Early
Childhood Education
Center, Inc (‘01)

• Saturday Night Dance Party, 9:30-11:00

Hot Air Balloons - Official Balloon Stampede Memorabilia - Golf and Volleyball - Classic Cars
Children’s Museum - Kids Zone with Inflatable Activities and Carnival Games - Arts & Crafts
Regional Vendors - Food Fair - Fabulous Nite Glow Show - Live Entertainment All Weekend

Presented by: Gesa Credit Union

May 11-13, 2012

BUTLER CARPET CLEANING

No-Soap Cleaning Process		 		Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning		 		Tile Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated		 		Commercial & Residential

TONY RUKAVINA
Owner
509-956-9996

Let the “BUTLER” Do it!

Printing donated by

OMS
2 RO 5
$7

Sherwin-Williams Co
(‘99)
Spa Escapes by Tara
Bradley (‘11)

Continued on page 10

Our Personalized
Products include:
• Calendars
• Caps
• Shirts
• Jackets
• Mugs
WE’RE HERE!
• Pens & Pencils
860 NE Rose, CP • 525.7630
and much more!
mail@graphicapparel.biz

81870 sl

• Balloons launch from area schools
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AMBASSADORS
Debi Allessio
Children’s Home Society
Kimberly Armentrout
Krivoshein Financial
Kathleen Buford
President
AAA Washington/Inland
Doug Case
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Chris Coates
Marcus Whitman Hotel
& Conference Center
Tara Crain
Past President
Copier Service, Inc.
Mary “Patricia” Filkins
Emeritus @ Garrison
Creek Lodge
Kathy Fry-Trommald
Walla Walla Sweet
Onion Marketing
Committee
Shontina Gianotti-Coers
Secretary
Walla Walla Valley
Wine Alliance
Loren Jennings
SendOut Cards
Marilynn Johnson
MRJ Enterprises
Terra Luthi
Holiday Inn Express

New At The Stampede This Year
“The Mother Of The Year” contest will be brought back to the
38th Annual Walla Walla Balloon Stampede presented by Gesa Credit
Union. We are excited to bring back this great contest to the Stampede.
The last time the Mother of the Year contest was held was in 2004. We
felt the was timing was right this year since the Stampede lands on
Mother’s Day. We are grateful to Garrison Creek Lodge for sponsoring
this event. As it turns out, they were the last sponsor in 2004, so it only
seems fitting. See our insert for more details and the application. The
award presentation will happen on Sunday, May 13, at 1:00 at the Serenity Point Stage.
“Family Fun Time” is another new addition to the Stampede this year. Thank you to our
Nite Glow sponsor, Affinity of Walla Walla, for providing this new expanded entertainment
to the Nite Glow. Among the highlights are hula hoop contests, water balloon toss and face
painting, among many other surprise things they have planned. Our friends at Camp Fire
USA are partnering with Affinity to bring this great addition to Nite Glow. The fun starts on
Saturday night at 5pm and will go to 7pm. Then, stake your spot for the magic in the night as
the balloons light up.
For the adults in the crowd we will have a beer garden down in the arena. The Balloon
Stampede volunteers will be pouring the brew for the night. The garden will open at 7pm and
will go stay open after the glow for the dance party. This year our feature band is out of Portland. Dance Hall Days will be bringing some great energy that will make us all want to dance
the night away or at least until we close at 11pm.
We look forward to seeing you all at the 38th Annual Walla Walla Balloon Stampede! 

Member Profile

For the last several years, Goodwill Industries of the Columbia has
been the recipient of strong support from our community. Surviving a fire
and flood (literally), a tough economy, and a change to new leadership, we
continue to grow in incredible ways. In Walla Walla, we are fortunate to be
expanding our retail and production space. In the midst of our construction, we
appreciate our patient customers and are sharing every day our excitement over
our continued growth. We plan to have our remodel complete early this summer
and cannot wait to further demonstrate our commitment to not only our Goodwill shoppers,
but to the community through our equally expanding mission services department.
The mission of Goodwill Industries is to provide services that help people with disabilities
and disadvantaging conditions achieve their highest level of employment. In the last two
years, we have doubled the number of individuals who receive job-training services and now
offer individualized, hands-on training to 19 people. Until now, we have not been able to
offer this level of services and are extremely pleased to see our “mission” in action growing.
We recently expanded our service menu and now offer job placement and retention service for
individuals with disabilities through the Division of Vocation Rehabilitation.
Every day, we live our mission in action. Through the donations we receive from the
public, Goodwill provides meaningful job-training and employment services helping
individuals develop the skills, abilities and work habits necessary to work in the community.
This is our goal, our purpose and the outcome we strive to achieve every day. As we continue
to grow, we invite you to speak with our Program Services Supervisor or Store Manager
about our growing services and how you can further support the mission at the Walla Walla
Goodwill! Visit Goodwill at www.goodwillotc.org. 

Service Since 1972
• WIRING & REPAIR
• PUMP SALES & SERVICE
• SECURITY SYSTEMS
• FIRE ALARMS
•
• COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

1421 Dell Ave., Walla Walla

WA DOYLE EI277CL • OR CCB#19588
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529-2500

176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com

Ambassador Of The Month
Hello, my name is Kathy Fry-Trommald and I am happy to be a
Chamber Ambassador. I have had the privilege of sharing office space with
the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce for 11 years. When you come
to see one of the Chamber employees you just might get greeted by me. A
friendly smile for anyone who comes to visit, I often “get the door” when
others are busy. It’s always a delight to meet new faces or see old friends!
I came to live in the Walla Walla Valley in 1985 and quickly got
acquainted with Walla Walla Sweet Onions. Working in the onion industry
has filled my head with some great stories and presented me with some fun
challenges. I like to think they just keep getting “sweeter” as the years go by!
This coming July 14 and 15 will mark the 28th annual Sweet Onion
Festival and will kick off with live music, good food and loads of sweet onions! Working in concert with the Walla Walla Valley Farmers’ Market that weekend, there will be around 100 vendors
for folks to peruse! Chef demonstrations, food competitions, and a great “Kids Zone” are just a
few of the things that will draw you to the event this year.
I’m always looking for new volunteers so don’t miss a great opportunity to meet new friends!
We meet the 3rd Wednesday of every month, 5:30 pm, right here at the Chamber. Come join us
and find out how you can be part of this great community event! 

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members

Blue Mtn KOA & Last Resort Campstore, PO Box 219, Starbuck 509-843-1556
A gorgeous setting near 8 lakes and the Wooten Wildlife Area. FHU, tent sites, furnished
cabins, fully stocked camp store with all fuels.
KOA at Lyons Ferry Marina, PO Box 219, Starbuck 509-399-8020
On the Snake River, enjoy beautiful views of the river and rocky bluffs. Camp for the
weekend or visiting the ‘Snake River Grill’ for a great meal, you can’t beat our location!
RV Resort Four Seasons, 1440 Dalles Military Rd, WW 509-529-6072
45ft, full hookup, water, sewer, garbage, WiFi, cable, restrooms, showers, laundry. Daily,
weekly, monthly rates. 19 years in business.
Walla Walla Sheriffs Foundation, 1644 Plaza Way #609, WW 509-520-8901
Independent non-profit organization dedicated to strengthen public safety; committed to
supporting the Sheriff’s office through public & private resources beyond the county budget.

Continued from page 2

experienced the most simple pleasures that
make Tuscany the perfect home away from
home.
A trip to Tuscany is the type of trip that
will provide an exceptional experience, but
will also give you a newfound appreciation
for the many wonders that we have right
here at home. For this reason, the Chamber
has put together a fabulous ten-day trip
to Tuscany which leaves from Seattle on
November 7 and returns on November 16.
By working with Collette Vacations, along
with our local agents at World Wide Travel,

we were able to package this trip in such a
way that we will generate a small amount
of revenue to help sustain our mission of
supporting and promoting local businesses,
while still offering you a travel opportunity
at a substantial value. So, if you dream of
Tuscany like I do, please contact Theresa
Krumbah at World Wide Travel by calling
509-525-8040, and tell her that you would
like to sign up for the Chamber trip. But
you had better do it soon, as this fun opportunity is only available for a limited time.
The sangiovese awaits—Salute! 

AMBASSADORS
Judy McDole
Walla Walla School District
Jesse McFarland
American Family Insurance
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Scott Peters
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Joel Petty
Individual Member
Casey Richards
Camp Fire USA
Wade Robbins
Banner Bank
Judi Robinson
R-Kidz Early Childhood
Education Center
Jo Ann Stelzner
Patton & Associates, LLC
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate
Kris Youd
Vice President
Coldwell Banker
Ramon Zamora
Inland Cellular

May 2012 | 9

win
RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)

Member Of The Month

State Farm Insurance
- Liz Conover (‘02)

Inland Cellular, the region's only locally owned and operated
wireless communications company, is proud to be one of the Walla
Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce's Visionary Sponsors. The comSuperfast Tax Service
pany has been offering the highest quality nationwide voice, data
(‘08)
and entertainment services to the region since 1992 along with the
latest in handsets and equipment. Inland Cellular employs highly
TAN-A-RAMA, LLC
trained individuals, second-to-none in the wireless industry, that can
(‘00)
professionally assist every customer in finding the best wireless solutions for them. By servicing
Teresa A Wagner, CPA, customers in person in a caring manner and finding cost effective solutions, they strive to earn
their loyalty. At Inland Cellular you never have to call an '800' number to talk to a person who
PS (‘01)
knows nothing about you and your needs when you need service.
The company is led by a team of civic-minded individuals with strong ties to the
Wagner Landscaping,
Inland Northwest and the wireless industry. Inland Cellular prides itself on being among the
Inc (‘06)
most active community partners in every community they serve as a thank you to their loyal
customers and to do their part to assure a high quality of life for their neighbors. A strong comWalla Walla Senior
mitment to community is one major thing that sets Inland Cellular apart from the competition.
Citizen’s Center, Inc
(‘09)
In addition to a strong partnership with the Chamber, Inland Cellular is a marquee partner of
the Walla Walla Sweets, the Downtown Walla Walla Foundation and the Dayton Chamber of
Commerce. It's employees are involved with Exchange Club, Rotary Club, Soroptimists InterWalla Walla Sew &
Vac & Spas (‘00)
national, the YMCA, local PTA organizations, Ducks Unlimited, Young Professionals of Walla
Walla and Walla Walla Catholic Schools.
Recently Inland Cellular has opened a new store in Dayton at 151 E. Main Street to better
Walla Walla Sweet
Onion Marketing
serve residents of Columbia County and northern Walla Walla County. The new location is
Committee (‘96)
being led by Gina Wilson who was previously with the College Place office. In addition, the
company has erected a new tower in Downtown Dayton with two additional towers scheduled
Walla Walla Vineyard
to come online in the Walla Walla Valley over the next several months in order to provide even
Inn (‘67)
better service and faster data speeds throughout the region. The company also is pleased to announce a new home and business phone service in the region. For less than $20.00 per month
Wildhorse Resort and you can enjoy unlimited nationwide calling. For businesses in particular this will be a huge
Casino (‘00)
savings over plans in the marketplace. Contact one of your friendly Wireless Representatives in
the Walla Walla region at (509) 629-2500 or visit www.InlandCellular.com for more informaWindermere Property tion. Inland Cellular's local store is located at 1605 SE Meadowbrook Blvd, Ste. 7 in College
Management (‘09)
Place across from WalMart.
Inland Cellular - It's For You! 
Continued from page 1

get current data from our respective members
about both business and leisure air service.
That’s where you come in.
The Coalition developed a survey to hear
from you about your travel needs, perception
about the current air service and learn more
about the market from those of you that fly out
of the area or bring clients into Walla Walla. I
would really appreciate if you would take 5-10
minutes fill out and return the survey. We will
share the results with Alaska. Please go to the
Eye Examinations
Eye Health Management
Contact Lenses / Sunglasses
Large Frame Selection

Since 1949

509.529.2020
Valley Vision Clinic
22 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.valleyvisionclinic.com
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Accepting New Patients

Optometric Physicians
Dennis Poffenroth, O.D.
Luther Ness, O.D.
Rebecca Musick, O.D.
Angela Ferguson, O.D.
Jeremy Beam, O.D.
Bradley Nielson, O.D.

following link: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/J8NN3J9. Let us know if you have any
trouble getting to the link. We will be closing
the survey at the end of day on May 4. Again,
we really want to hear from you and get your
thoughts.
I also welcome you to contact me directly
about the air service issue. It is an important
topic for the Valley and especially our business
community as we move ahead. Thanks for
your help on this one. 

Save The Date

3rd Annual
Business Classic Golf
Tournament

July 17, 2012
Sponsorships Available
Call the Chamber today to
reserve your team entry.
509-525-0850

Advertise Your
Business or Event
Newsletter insert advertising has been rated one
of the best, most cost-effective forms of advertising
by members. For just pennies per reader, you can
put your information in front of highly targeted local
businesses.
Your Chamber membership entitles you to
advertise your business or event in the monthly
ChamberNews. Only Chamber members can advertise
in the newsletter, so you are able to target other committed
businesses who care about our community and the
success of business in the Walla Walla Valley.
Provide 1,000 copies of your insert on
regular weight, 8.5”x11” non-glossy paper that is not
folded. The cost for this insert is $150, which covers
postage. The insert is an excellent, cost-effective way
to promote your Chamber member business.
To get your insert into the June ChamberNews,
please have your insert to us by 5:00 pm on
May 21, 2012. Inserts are due the third Monday of
each month.

Increase Your Construction Business!
Gain Access to
Area and Regional
Construction Projects!
In as little as five minutes, you could be
accessing local or regional projects.
hip
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Already a member?
Ask about our New
Member Referral
Incentive program.

We
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Fly Walla Walla First on Alaska Air
•
•
•
•

For more information, contact
Marissa or Lori at (509) 629-1267.
Or email mpotter@wwvchamber.com

Enjoy infinitely more productivity versus driving
Save money and time flying direct from Walla Walla
Park free: short- or long-term
Check out www.flywallawallafirst.com for details

For booking:
Contact your local Chamber Member Travel Agent
Call Alaska Air: 1-800-547-9308
Visit: http://www.alaskaair.com

Monthly Statistics - March
Phone
Walk-in
Totals

Plan
Center
34
11
45

Tourism

Relocation

148
82
230

73
8
81

Event
Info
140
48
188

Business
assistance
64
0
64

Member Info/ Staff
referrals
25
160
7
32
160
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March
Business
After
Hours
Gilbert Honda hosted the March Business After Hours.
Thank you for hosting this month.

BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS
May 8, 2012
L’Ecole No. 41
41 Lowden School
Rd, Lowden

Business Classic Golf
Tournament
July 17, 2012
Business Awards
Showcase
September, 2012
Annual Awards
Banquet
November 28, 2012

Photo by Custom Photo Inc.

Balloon Stampede
May 11, 12, 13, 2012

Photo by Custom Photo Inc.

UPCOMING
CHAMBER
EVENTS

New Chamber Member Referrals
CONTACT US

29 East Sumach,
PO Box 644.
Walla Walla, WA
99362
Phone 509.525.0850
Fax 509.522.2038
info@wwvchamber.com
wwvchamber.com

Refer a new member to the Chamber and see your name listed here.

Membership Matters!
Do you have a new member to refer?
Email Betsy at bhadden@wwvchamber.com.

