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OUR MISSION

T h e Wa l l a Wa l l a
Valley Chamber of
Commerce is a member-focused organization and community
partner that fosters a
sustainable, healthy
and vibrant economic
environment through
business promotion,
education and services.

The 2013 Agenda

INSIDE

• David Woolson, President / CEO
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—A New Year and
New Resolutions

t is time to shake out of the Holiday
glow, drag the tree out, toss out the
leftovers. That was 2012 my friends.
I am really looking forward to 2013!
The Chamber has a very full agenda
a h e a d f o r t h i s y e a r. T h e o v e r a l l
mission of the Chamber is to serve as a
catalyst for community, cultural and
economic development.
The overall goals of the Chamber are:
1) Promote the business community
2) Develop a strong local economy
3) Represent the interests of business to
government
4) Provide networking and connections for
members
We are here to be a resource and
advocate for you and our other 700+ members.
Please let us know how we can help your
business efforts. Also, make sure you are
taking advantage of your membership. The
Chamber has many ways to help promote
your business at low or no cost. We are also
here to help you with other issues you may
be facing. Let us know!
The Chamber Works Project
We launched this progressive economic
development initiative last June. As a
reminder, the four initiatives that we are
pursuing include:
1) The Creative Economy
2) Plow 2 Plate
3) Hispanic Business Roundtable
4) Digital W2
In 2013, we will pursuing each of these
initiatives. We will be convening various
stakeholders and interested organizations as
we continue our development and execution
of the Project. I believe that these four
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initiatives will lead to
greater economic growth
and opportunities for
businesses that are inside
these clusters but also for
the broader community.
The Walla Walla Film
Office
We l a u n c h e d t h e
WWFO late last year. I
believe that there is an opportunity to attract
film, television and other media production
to our area. Additionally, I am interested in
developing the local talent as well. We are
fortunate to have a wide array of potential
locations for filming from historic main
streets, classic farm homesteads, college
campuses, wineries and vineyards etc. The
WWFO is pleased that our first production,
“Road Show” for AMC Network will shoot
next week at the Power House Theatre and
around Walla Walla. This is a new series
that showcases the amazing talent in small
town America. It will give Walla Walla global
exposure when it airs in May.
Public Policy
A very important agenda item for 2013
is to continue to build our Public Policy
Program. It is important that your voice and
concerns for your business are heard on
public policy issues by elected officials and
governmental agencies. We will be very
active in the legislative session in Olympia
beginning this month. The Chamber will be
monitoring all legislation that is filed and
raise concerns that may impact business. I
will working closely with our elected officials
as well as other Chambers around the state to
Continued on page 8
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A New Year and New Resolutions

VISIONARY
MEMBERS

• Damien Sinnott, Vice President of Public Policy and Business Development
love New Year’s Eve. The traditional our business members
Capps Broadcast
parties and Champagne are nice, but for and our legislative
Group
me, New Year’s Eve is all about a fresh delegation in Olympia.
Coffey Communications,
start. I watch the ball drop, I flip my These calls were well
Inc
calendar from December to January, and I put received, and I would
the past behind me and set my eyes on the like to see this not only
Columbia REA
beginning of a new year filled with new continue, but also grow.
Gesa Credit Union
opportunities. This New Year’s Eve was no By working together
different, and as I raised my glass and the and being involved
Inland Cellular
confetti flew, I smiled as I mentally let go of we can make the
KUJ
2012 and set my eyes on 2013.
Walla Walla business
For centuries, people have looked upon community into an even stronger political
Walla Walla UnionNew Year’s Day as an opportunity to resolve constituency, and increased participation in
Bulletin
to make improvements in their daily lives. the Legislative 411 conference calls is a good
Wine Valley Golf Club
In fact, this tradition dates back at least four step in the right direction.
thousand years to the time of the ancient
Participation is good, but informed
Babylonians who resolved to begin each year participation is even better, and, as such, I am
with a clean slate by returning any borrowed also resolving to increase the ways in which
objects and paying off any outstanding debts. we deliver timely and relevant public policy
Despite the lengthy tradition behind the information to you. As you have read my
ADMINISTRATIVE
concept of New Year’s resolutions, I have ramblings thus far, I must assume that you
always tended to reject the very notion of recognize that our monthly newsletter is one
TEAM
them—perhaps because too often they seem vehicle that we have for keeping you apprised
David Woolson
to involve a certain amount of self-imposed of current public policy issues and we will
President/CEO
deprivation (i.e., I will eat less bacon, I will continue to use it for that purpose. However,
drink less wine, I will give up sleep to drag my oftentimes, especially during the legislative
Damien Sinnott
Vice President of Public
lazy body to the gym at darkened hours that session, political issues can come to the floor
Policy and Business
can only be described as inhumane). This quickly and will be old news by the time this
Development
year, however, I am going to turn over a new newsletter hits your desk. For particularly
leaf. I am going to resolve to embrace the important issues, I have in the past sent out
Betsy Hadden
concept of resolutions and the opportunities Public Policy Update e-mails; however, when
Director of Member
that they provide.
an issue is of interest, but does not rise to that
Services
So, here at the Chamber, what kind of level of importance, I have tended to err on
Jenny Buckley
resolutions am I going to make? No, I the side of respecting your inboxes and not
Office Manager/
am not going to give up bacon or wine inundating you with e-mails. In a recent
Executive Assistant
(that would just be crazy). In fact, my conversation, a very bright student (who
resolutions will have nothing to do with happens to be under the age of 20) suggested
Tammy Sutton
deprivation and everything to do with taking that Twitter might offer a solution to this
Bookkeeper
the opportunity to deliver more. For example, conundrum, in that it would allow me to
Marissa Miller
while I think that we have done a good job send you public policy updates in real time
Administrative Assistant
of advocating on behalf of the business without inundating your inbox. If you are
& Plan Center
community and providing our members interested, this information could then be
Coordinator
with opportunities
to interact with our accessed at your convenience. Now I am a
ty
iofficials
r
a
l
elected
(at
events
like our legislative technophobe at heart, and I swore that I
c
l
l
caluncheon,
e
candidate
debate,
etc.) I would like would never “tweet,” but it is a new year filled
m
xtre
e
to build on those
opportunities. Last year with new opportunities and new resolutions.
r
o
e
f
ic
s
during
session we experimented So if you want to keep abreast of current
volegislative
rthe
u
o Plu
o
y
ithwith bi-weekly telephone conferences between
Continued on page 10
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Full Service Landscaping Professionals
529-2175
info@diamondcutwallawalla.com
www.diamondcutwallawalla.com
FREE Estimates, Walla Walla Valley Chamber member
discounts available!

We Are Growing!

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

• Betsy Hadden, Director of Member Services

T

he Chamber is growing and so is
our Ambassador Program. We are
looking to expand our A–Team of
Ambassadors.
What is an Ambassador’s role in the
Chamber?
Ambassadors are highly visible, prestigious volunteers who serve as the Chamber’s
primary liaison to new Chamber members.
Considered the goodwill arm of the Chamber,
the Ambassador committee plays an essential
role in member recruitment, communication
and retention, and each Ambassador is
charged with conveying member needs, questions and concerns to Chamber staff, keeping
our Chamber in line with our members’
desires.
The Ambassadors are dedicated volunteers from businesses throughout the
Valley. They act as liaison between the
Chamber and our member businesses. Their
mission is to welcome, nurture, and recruit
new Chamber members; act as goodwill
representatives at Chamber functions, and
aid in the support of Chamber members and
our events.
The focus of the Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador is:
• To support and actively participate in the
goals and action plans established by the
Board of Directors
• To welcome and involve existing members through participation in Chamber
sponsored events
• To visit new members to encourage involvement in the many programs offered
by the Chamber
• To act as hosts to introduce others
• To greet everyone at social functions,
making them feel welcome
• To participate in Ribbon Cuttings/
Grand Openings and other events for
Chamber member businesses
• To participate in Ambassador meetings
• To represent the Chamber in a professional manner
Wow! That’s a huge commitment for

volunteers!
You are right - it is.
However, our organization is fortunate enough
to have individuals from
our business community
who believe in the value
of
business-buildingbusiness. They also feel
an obligation as community leaders to devote their time, knowledge, and experience to work for continued
development and the prosperity of the Walla
Walla Valley.
The next time you see an Ambassador at a
Chamber event, take a moment to say “thank
you” for their volunteer service.
Do you see yourself as the energetic,
dynamic community-oriented person? Come
to the next Ambassadors’ meeting, or give
me a call to learn more about becoming a
Chamber Ambassador. 525-2850 or email
me at bhadden@wwvchamber.com 
January Business After Hours
There will be no Business After Hours for
January due to the filming of Road Show at
the Gesa Power House Theatre.
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Walla Walla Valley
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February Business After Hours
Business After Hours on February 12 will
be at the Gesa Power House Theatre. This is
when we will do the unveiling of the 39th
Annual Balloon Stampede Official Poster
and Memorabilia.
If you have not experienced a Walla Walla
Valley Chamber of Commerce Business After
Hours, you are missing out. Grab a stack
of your business cards and start handing
them out at our next BAH, February 12,
from 5:30-7:00pm at the Gesa Power House
Theatre on 6th Street in Walla Walla.

2nd &Tietan • 1355 W. Poplar • 522.2010 • gesa.com
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Members’ News Flash
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Affinity Adds New Staff

Meagan Anderson-Pira
Children’s Home Society
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Communications
Jon Bren
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George Bridges
Whitman College
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Kay Raddatz, community director of
Affinity at Walla Walla, has announced the
addition of three new staff members, Chris
Connerly, Deana York, and Cathey Spencer.
Chris, a long-time resident of Walla
Walla, has been named community
relations director. She has been a grant
writer for non-profits and worked for
many years as the Family Literacy Program
Coordinator at Walla Walla Community
College. She has an extensive background
in project and event management (Walla
Walla Balloon Stampede, Sweet Onion
Festival, and Fourth of July in the Park)
and marketing and public relations. Chris
spends time volunteering in the community
through Altrusa International, Inc. and is
currently participating in the Sherwood
Trust Leadership program.
Deana, who has her master’s degree
in education, worked at Walla Walla
Community College coordinating and
teaching the Impact Displaced Homemaker
program, and teaching basic skills classes.
She has been the director of Helpline and
has worked with numerous non-profits and
local agencies in Walla Walla.
Cathey worked at Walla Walla
Community College for almost 30 years,
most recently as the accounting manager.
Her volunteer activities have included
Altrusa, American Association of Women in
Community Colleges and the Walla Walla
Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Deana and Cathey have been hired
as leasing consultants. Kay states, “I am
thrilled, and feel very fortunate, to be working
with these three remarkable women.
They show residents and prospective
residents just the sort of kindness that I was
looking for in a marketing team.”
Affinity is a 55+ community here
in Walla Walla, which offers studio,
one-bedroom, and two-bedroom
apartment homes. For further information,
or to schedule a tour with Chris, Deana or
Cathey, please call (509) 522-0725. 

Union-Bulletin.com
Union-Bulletin.com

We Bring
WALLA
WALLA
the Valley
We Bring the Valley Home to You
Home to You

We can help
you market
your business
in Walla Walla.

Call 525-3304
UNION-BULLETINfor more
information.
4 |January 2013

Assumption Teams with WWCC

Beth Swanson, Assumption Grade and
Middle School parent and founder of the nonprofit, The Mom’s Network, helped spearhead
the partnership between Assumption and
the WWCC Culinary Art program. Here is an
update from Beth on how the lunch program
is working:
“A few months into our lunch program
and everything is going smoothly. We
have excellent volunteers who are assisting
in many ways. Assumption’s parents pick
up the food at Walla Walla Community
College, serve it, and return the dishes. Students
at Assumption have taken their new lunch
responsibilities in stride. They now assist with
checking students in who have ordered hot
lunch, wash the lunch trays and silverware,
and put them away. The food that is being
served is beautiful, fresh, and yummy. There
is always a fresh fruit choice nicely diced
in an individual cup for the students. The
vegetables are either steamed or consist of
a fresh salad with carrots and broccoli. The
Culinary Arts’ program is getting good at
hiding vegetables in the macaroni & cheese
and turkey lasagna. The food is warm and
filling. Student comments have been “best
soup ever”, “can I have more carrots”, “yes! I
love strawberries”, and “thank you” is heard
every day. The Hot Lunch Committee is
grateful to all the volunteers who are making
this happen and to the many, many families
that are choosing a warm, healthy lunch for
their children. Keep up the ordering! Thank
you for the wonderful and oh, so healthy
menus from WWCC Culinary Art program!” 

Murder Mystery Weekend

Join the Weinhard Hotel in the picturesque
town of Dayton, Washington, where things
may not be as charming and innocent as
it would appear. Discover Dayton as you
look for clues that may help you catch a
killer… or, if the need arises, prove your own
innocence! Your fun-filled weekend
January 25, 26 & 27 will include two nights’
accommodations for two people, individual

Members’ News Flash
Murder Mystery character packets, dessert
reception on Friday evening, continental
breakfast on Saturday and Sunday mornings,
points of interest map of Dayton for super
sleuthing, wine & cheese reception on
Saturday evening, four-course Murder Mystery
Dinner on Saturday evening, and awards at
breakfast on Sunday. $485 per couple.
Call the Weinhard Hotel to make your
reservations. (509) 382-4032. 

Gesa Joins Power House Theatre

The Power
House Theatre
and Gesa Credit
Union have jointly
announced today
they have entered
into an 11-year, $1
million naming
rights agreement.
The Power House
Theatre will now
be referred to as the
Gesa Power House
Theatre.
The first production that was
performed at the newly named Gesa Power
House Theatre was It’s A Wonderful Life on
December 14-23, 2012.
The agreement gives Gesa the exclusive
naming rights to the theater, including Gesa
Power House Theatre signage to be installed
on the building following installation of a
new roof, which, along with many other
elements of the theater’s on-going extensive
remodeling project, will be funded in large
part through Gesa’s financial commitment.
“Gesa Credit Union is excited to partner
with the Power House Theatre to strengthen
and grow professional theatre performances
for audiences in Southeastern Washington,”
said Christina Lethlean, Gesa Credit Union
President and CEO. “Supporting a vibrant
performing arts organization aligns with
our credit union’s core values. We look
forward to developing this partnership and

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

deepening our relationships within the community of Walla Walla.”
Of Gesa’s total $1 million commitment,
$250,000 is to be used at fundraising events
benefiting the theater or specific capital
campaigns designed to enhance the theater’s
facilities as an incentive for future donor’s
to have their contribution dollars matched.
Since the Power House Theatre’s debut
in 2011, management has brought only the
highest quality, professionally produced
shows to the stage, drawing patrons from
around the state, bolstering tourism in the
Walla Walla Valley, as well as attracting
a loyal audience of local patrons. With
each season the Theatre has expanded its
audience and now, with the support of Gesa,
it remains certain that the Gesa Power House
Theatre will continue to succeed at attracting
high-quality talent and cultural events to
Eastern Washington.
Harry Hosey, the Managing Director
of Power House Theatre, LLC, said, “The
additional funds to be raised through the
donation matching will assist the Gesa
Power House Theatre in adding a new
elevator to the north side of the building,
restoring the original woodwork around
the windows, adding HVAC equipment,
adding technical infrastructure above
the stage, while also providing for future
operational growth.” 

B-52’s/Berlin Perform January 19
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David Woolson
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On January 19, visit Northern Quest
Resort & Casino and catch the show while the
beehive-wearing pop-rockers B-52s team up
with Berlin ! The B-52s are still going strong
as a shiny, happy party band with timeless
classics like “Rock Lobster,” Love Shack,”
“Roam” and “Private Idaho,” along with new
tunes. New Wave icons Berlin made their mark
with “Take My Breath Away,” but lead singer
Terri Nunn and the L.A. band also charted
with great singles like “The Metro” and
“No More Words.”Contact the Box Office at
(509) 481-6700 to purchase tickets or for more
information. 
Electrical Contractor
Residential • Commercial
Security • Telecom
24 Hour Service

1417 Plaza Way, Walla Walla, WA 99362
bluepalmyo@gmail.com | bluepalmyo.com

509.876.2389

Blue Palm Frozen Yogurt

Since
1975

Walla Walla Electric
509-525-8672 Fx: 509-525-8642
www.wwelectric.com

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Alterations by Nonie
(‘09)
Cadaretta Winery
(‘09)
Capri Motel (‘05)

Congratulations!

The Chamber of Commerce’s 130th Annual Awards Banquet was held November 28, 2012.
The Chamber was proud to honor individuals who have dedicated 15 or more years of service
to the community with the Award of Merit. The Spirit of Excellent Award recognizes
individuals who have volunteered with the Chamber over the past year. The three
higher education institutions recognized the individuals who have made a significant impact
on the community and their respective institution with their volunteer efforts.
Congratulations to these exemplary individuals. Your service is an example to us all!

Award of Merit

This year we honor one female and two Male
Children’s Museum of
Award of Merit winners. These winners have all
Walla Walla (‘05)
been highly involved in service to youth and those
in need in our community.
Community Bank
(‘02)

Community Council
(‘10)

Steve Moss is the Blue Mountain
Action Council’s Chief Executive
Officer and has been a highly
involved member of service clubs.

Crown Paper &
Janitorial Supply (‘10)

Richard Pankl is the former longtime regional director of the
Children’s Home Society and has
advocated for youth for many years.

Custom Photo (‘11)
Division of
Vocational
Rehabilitation (‘04)
Dusty’s Ski Shop (‘09)
Forgeron Cellars (‘01)
Green Gables Inn
(‘10)

Spirit of Excellence

Harold & Valerie
Cochran (‘09)
J. Eric Kimball, CPA
(‘09)
Jacks, Rice & Horner,
PLLC (‘09)

Continued on page 7

Sue Gillespie helped establish
scholarships at Whitman and Walla
Walla Community College and has
been on the boards of many other
non-profits.
The Chamber recognizes a
volunteer who has exceeded all of
our expectations with unwavering
support and enthusiasm. This year,
we honor Jerry Cummins. Jerry is a
Walla Walla City Council member,
a retired educator, spent 23 years in
the Navy, and was in a leadership
position for the Blue Mountain
Chapter of the American Red Cross.
Jerry is our Balloonmeister for the Balloon
Stampede and is the “hardest working retired guy”
we know. Thanks, Jerry.

Connected Since 1890.
Better ideas. Better banking.

Walla Walla Main
Eastgate
Ninth Avenue
(509) 526-8731 (509) 529-8181 (509) 527-6460

www.bannerbank.com
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College Place
(509) 527-3646
Member FDIC

Higher Education Awards
Mr. Steve Rose presented
Walla Walla University’s
community service award
to Tamara Randolph,
Professor of Education.
Ta m a r a ’ s s e r v i c e i s
entrenched in everything
from the Walla Walla
Children’s Museum to
quilting for the needy, and working with
students at the Farm Labor Camp.
Whitman College’s President, George Bridges,
presented the Pete and
Hedda Reid Award to
Brian Dohe in honor
of George Ball.
Brian, Director of
Annual Giving and
Exchange Club
President, has served more than 20 years at
Whitman where he has been at the
forefront of numerous projects and
causes.
Walla Walla Community
College’s Director of
Resource Development,
Doug Bayne, presented
the Community
Service Award in honor
of Greg Farrens. Greg
passed away last October
j u s t b e f o r e h e wa s
to become the first ever recipient
of the “Excellence in Eduction”
Award from The National Irrigation
Foundation. Greg left a “lasting legacy
of service to the Community.”

Thank You Sponsors

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)

The Chamber of Commerce’s 130th Annual Awards Banquet could not have been possible
without the generosity of our sponsors. Thank you so much for your contributions. You helped
create another “Magical Moment” in this community’s history.

Klicker Berries &
Antiques (‘04)

Silent Auction Sponsors Live Auction Sponsors
• Alaska Airlines
• AAA Washington
• Amavi Cellars
• Baker Boyer Bank
• Andrae’s Kitchen Food Truck
• Banner Bank
• Bersan Winery
• Blazing Guitars
• Basel Cellars Estate
• Blue Valley Meats
• Bella Fortuna Events & Tours
• Columbia Basin Hearing &
• Castillo de Feliciana
Balance Center
• Cookie Lee - Marilyn Washabaugh • Columbia Rural Electric
• Miche - Kari Wilson
Association
• Copier Service
• Doubleback Wine
• Cost Less Carpet
• Ferraro’s Catering
• Children’s Museum of Walla Walla • Figgins Family Wine Estates
• Cugini’s Italian Market
• Laht Neppur Brewing Company
• Green Gables Inn
• Locati Cellars
• Holiday Inn Express
• Long Shadows Winery
• Hot Mama’s Espresso
• Marcus Whitman Hotel & Conference Ctr
• Impress Salon
• Northern Quest Resort & Casino
• John Tombari
• Olive Catering
• Keith’s Custom Photo Inc
• Public House 124
• LeFore’s Skin Care & Health Spa
• Ski Bluewood
• Locati Cellars
• Saviah Cellars
• Long Shadows Winery
• Steve Sinclair
• Maple Counter Cafe
• St. Charles Foundation
• Misbehaven
• Sweet Valley Wines
• Saviah Cellars
• Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce
• Shari’s Cafe & Pies
• Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
• Smith’s Restaurant
• Walla Walla Village Winery
• Tertulia Cellars
• Washington State Penitentiary
• Wildhorse Resort & Casino
• Waterbrook Winery
• Walla Walla Clothing Company
• Waters Winery
• Walla Walla Sweet Onion
• Wine Valley Golf Club
Marketing Committee
• Walla Walla Sweets Baseball Club • YMCA
• Walla Walla Village Winery
• Wallowa County Healthcare
Wine Sponsors
Foundation
• Canoe Ridge Vineyard
• Chocolate Shop
• L’Ecole No. 41
Special Thanks
• Saviah Cellars
• Photography by Keith’s
• Waterbrook Winery
Custom Photo Inc.
• Zerba Cellars

Larry Siegel Law
Office (‘09)

No-Soap Cleaning Process		 		Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning		 		Tile Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated		 		Commercial & Residential

TONY RUKAVINA
Owner
509-956-9996

Let the “BUTLER” Do it!
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•
•
•
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•
•
•
•
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•
•
•
•
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•

Baker Boyer Bank
Banner Bank
CenturyLink
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Children’s Home Society
City of Walla Walla
Community Bank
Dayton Chamber of Commerce
Figgins Family Wine Estates
GESA Credit Union
Hapo Mortgage
Inland Cellular
Marcus Whitman Hotel &
Conference Center
Patton & Associates
Gesa Power House Theatre
Sykes
Achieva Marketing Group
Walla Walla Community College
Walla Walla General Hospital
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Walla Walla University
Walla Walla Chamber Music
Festival
Whitman College
Wildhorse Resort & Casino

Leonetti Cellars (‘01)

Long Shadows Winery
(‘09)
Napa Auto Parts (‘05)
Northwestern Mutual
Financial Network
(‘08)
Planned Parenthood
of Central
Washington (‘83)
Snake River Housing
Inc (‘05)
Walla Walla
Community Hospice
(‘09)
Walla Walla County
Republican Party
(‘02)
Walla Walla
Symphony Society
(‘93)

Table Sponsors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Abadan
Aflac
Amore’ Floral Design
Colleen Monette
Home Loan Center
L’Ecole No 41
Total Office Concepts

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc
(‘00)
Weinhard Hotel (‘05)
Winters Construction,
LLC (‘09)
Zerba Cellars (‘05)

Our Personalized
Products include:
• Calendars
• Caps
• Shirts
• Jackets
• Mugs
WE’RE HERE!
• Pens & Pencils
860 NE Rose, CP • 525.7630
and much more!
mail@graphicapparel.biz

81870 sl

BUTLER CARPET CLEANING

Table Hosts
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AMBASSADORS
Kathleen Buford
President
AAA Washington/Inland
Kris Youd
Vice President
Coldwell Banker

Annual Awards Table Winners
Awards were presented to first, second and third places winners of the Best Table Design
depicting the theme, “Magical Moments.” The monies were donated to the non-profit of the
winner’s choice, The Health Center at Lincoln (1st & 3rd place) and the YMCA (2nd place).

Debi Allessio
Children’s Home Society
Doug Case
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Chris Coates
Marcus Whitman Hotel
& Conference Center
Mary “Patricia” Filkins
Emeritus @ Garrison
Creek Lodge

Photo by Custom Photo, Inc.

Tara Crain
Past President
Copier Service, Inc.

Marilynn Johnson
MRJ Enterprises

3rd Place:
Columbia REA

Photo by Custom Photo, Inc.

Casey Richards
Secretary
Camp Fire USA

Kathy Fry-Trommald
Walla Walla Sweet
Onion Marketing
Committee

2nd Place:
Community Bank

1st Place:
Walla Walla General Hospital

Continued from page 1

protect our collective interests. The Chamber
will be hosting the “Legislative 411”
biweekly conference call with our elected
officials while they are in Olympia to keep
information flowing during the session. You
are welcome to join us!
Education
The Chamber is developing a series of
educational seminars for our members on a
variety of business related topics. We want to
make sure that you have the latest information
to make your business thrive or avoid big
mistakes. You will be receiving a survey from
us asking for your input on what topics are
most relevent to you.
Additionally, I am planning a Blue
Mountain Business Summit this year.
This will be a day-long conference with
some great keynote speakers, valuable breakout sessions and a chance to network with
some top business leaders from around the
Northwest. My goal is to also attract other
business owners and executives to the area
and expose them to the great things going
on in the Valley. Stay tuned.
Annual Survey
You will be receiving our Annual Survey
in the next couple of weeks.
PLEASE take the 10 minutes to fill it out.
We need your honest feedback about how
we are doing, what are we doing right, what

we need to improve, what is missing? The
Chamber Board of Directors, myself and our
entire staff carefully review your feedback.
Your answers are anonymous and are
combined with all the results. I am committed
to making the Walla Walla Valley Chamber
of Commerce a relevent and powerful
resource. Please let me hear from you!
New Board Leadership in 2013
I am also pleased to announce the officers for the Walla Walla Valley Chamber
of Commerce Board of Directors for 2013.
Shannon Bergevin will be our Chair this
year; Tom Scribner is the Vice Chair; Jon
Bren will be the Immediate Past Chair; John
Tombari is the Treasurer; and Monty Knittel
will serve as Past Chair. I am very excited to
be working with Shannon on our wide array of initiatives in the coming year. I want
to express my appreciation to Jon Bren for
his leadership and support while serving as
Chair in 2012. Thank you, Jon. I also want
to thank Gary Ponti for his service in 2012,
and the very helpful guidance he has given
me over the past year.
I hope that the coming year of 2013 is
prosperous for you. I also hope we can have
some good fun along the way! Thanks for
your support of the Chamber. It is greatly
appreciated. 

Service Since 1972
• WIRING & REPAIR
• PUMP SALES & SERVICE
• SECURITY SYSTEMS
• FIRE ALARMS
•
• COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

1421 Dell Ave., Walla Walla

WA DOYLE EI277CL • OR CCB#19588
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529-2500

176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com

Balloon Stampede News
Balloon Stampede Theme
Each year the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce requests design submissions for the official Balloon Stampede poster.
This year’s theme is “Fly Me To The Moon.” It is in reference to the
beauty of the balloons gracing the skies over the Walla Walla Valley
for the weekend. This will be the 39th annual Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce Balloon Stampede. It will be held at the
Walla Walla County Fairgrounds on May 10-12, 2013.
Design entries for the posters can be any form of artwork,
such as drawings, paintings, photographs, and graphic design. All
designs must have the official title, Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
presented by Gesa Credit Union, the event dates, and that it is the
39th Annual Balloon Stampede.
The last day to submit artwork is January 11, 2013, at the Chamber office, 29 E Sumach St.,
Walla Walla. For more information, call 509-525-0850.
Nite Glow Sponsor
The 39th Annual Walla Walla Balloon Stampede presented by Gesa Credit Union, is pleased
to announce the 2013 Nite Glow sponsor, Sykes Enterprises. Sykes is a call center based out of
neighboring Milton Freewater, Oregon, and employees over 500 community members throughout
the valley in Oregon and Washington.
Nite Glow, sponsored by Sykes, is a spectacular display of ballooning glory. Imagine the light
shining through the multi-colored translucent panels of a hot air balloon envelope in the dark of
night. The flames from the burners that warm the hot air inside the balloons turns the envelope
of the balloon into a giant lantern that lights up the night sky.
The evening will begin at dusk on Saturday, May 11, 2013. If you have never been to a Nite
Glow, this is the year to see balloons stand up in the dark and glow. It is a great family activity
you will not want to miss.

AMBASSADORS
Terra Luthi
Holiday Inn Express
Kimberly McDaniels
Krivoshein Financial
Judy McDole
Walla Walla School District
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Scott Peters
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Joel Petty
Individual Member
Wade Robbins
Banner Bank
Jo Ann Stelzner
Patton & Associates, LLC
Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate
Ramon Zamora
Inland Cellular

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members

Colleen Monette, 703 University Street, WW 509-876-2424
Artist and instructor in encaustic art (painting with hot wax). Florist, event design, visual
merchandising.
Sears, 207 E Main Street, WW 509-525-9884
Sears Home Town Store - Appliances, lawn & garden, tools and mattresses.
Without A Hitch {Weddings + Events}, 1045 Gardena Circle, Touchet 509-301-3727
Weddings. Corporate Events. Birthday Parties. Reunions. Baby Showers...you name it,
we can help! Call us today to schedule a complimentary consultation to further discuss
your vision.

January 2013 | 9

win

Member Of The Month
Carrie Brennan writes, “Without a Hitch {Weddings +
Events} was dreamed, created and started in May 2011 in
the wee hours of the morning {literally} while I was up
at night feeding my then six-month old son and pregnant
with my second son! With a background in restaurants,
Without a Hitch
catering and hospitality I was super-excited about the idea
w e d d i n g s
&
e v e n t s
of being at home with my boys BUT also being able to work
at something I know and love! So, I set-up a website and a
Facebook page, had some cheap business cards printed and
started introducing myself to local wedding professionals and venues! My first wedding that
year was in July. I was seven months pregnant and the weather was 100+ degrees...the wedding
was a total success but I came home with swollen feet, a crazy sunburn and a bit of heat stroke!!
During 2011, I worked with a total of five Brides and Grooms. 2012 was quite a bit busier.
Without a Hitch had the pleasure of assisting 17 Brides and Grooms on their big day as well
as working on several really awesome events. I also was lucky enough to find an incredible
intern (Misha Flem) as well as hiring two additional part-time staff (Sarah Barnes & Stephanie
Huse) to help me keep up on things.
I often get asked, “What is the biggest/best/coolest wedding or event you’ve helped with??”
This year (hands down!!) was a 60th birthday party for a gal who brought over 60 of her
closest friends to celebrate in an over-the-top kind of way! Friday night the group was treated
to an evening of dinner by Andrae’s Kitchen, dancing, trivia, karaoke as well as a live mini
performance of the musical Mamma Mia. The theme for the evening was Halloween and the
big white tent at Wine Valley Golf Course was completely transformed. During the day on
Saturday, roughly half of the group went wine tasting...visiting Va Piano, Sleight of Hand and
Balboa and the group was treated delicious grub from Andrae’s food truck. A five-course plated
dinner at Corliss Winery, by Andrae again, finished up the weekend.
Every local vendor and venue worked hard for this VIP group and
the feedback was that they loved their weekend and they LOVED
Walla Walla and will be back for sure.
We offer free consultations and will put together a package that
will work with your style and budget...give us a call, we’d love to play
a part in planning your next wedding or special event!!
Carrie Brennan, 509-301-3727, www.withoutahitchwallawalla.
com
Oh, and I am looking for an intern for 2013 so if you know
someone with a great eye for detail who has incredible energy and
isn’t afraid to work hard, let me know!!“ 

Continued from page 2

business related issues coming out of
Olympia during the upcoming legislative
session, you can follow me on Twitter
@wwbizadvocate.
So there we are. It is 2013, and in
the ancient Babylonian tradition, I have
embraced the concept of New Year’s
Eye Examinations
Eye Health Management
Contact Lenses / Sunglasses
Large Frame Selection

Since 1949

509.529.2020
Valley Vision Clinic
22 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.valleyvisionclinic.com
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Accepting New Patients

Optometric Physicians
Dennis Poffenroth, O.D.
Luther Ness, O.D.
Rebecca Musick, O.D.
Angela Ferguson, O.D.
Jeremy Beam, O.D.
Rick Harrison, O.D.

resolutions. While I might not be returning
borrowed objects, paying off debts, or giving
up bacon, they are resolutions just the same
and, having made them, I am quite confident
that 2013 is shaping up to be an absolutely
fantastic year. 

March, 2013
Business After
Hours
Business After Hours on
March 12 will be hosted by Columbia
Rural Electric Association.
Columbia REA will be in their new
building and will be excited to show off
their new space. Join us for an exciting
evening on March 12, 2013, from 5:307:00.

Advertise Your
Business or Event
Newsletter insert advertising has been rated one
of the best, most cost-effective forms of advertising
by members. For just pennies per reader, you can
put your information in front of highly targeted local
businesses and community members.
Your Chamber membership entitles you to
advertise your business or event in the monthly
ChamberNews. Only Chamber members can advertise in
the newsletter, so you are able to target other committed
businesses who care about our community and the
success of business in the Walla Walla Valley.
P r ov i d e 90 0 c o p i e s o f yo u r i n s e r t o n
regular weight, 8.5”x11” non-glossy paper that is not
folded. The cost for this insert is $150, which covers
postage. The insert is an excellent, cost-effective way
to promote your Chamber member business.
To g e t y o u r i n s e r t i n t o t h e January
ChamberNews,please have your inserts to us by
5:00 pm on December 10, 2012. Inserts are due the
second Monday of each month.

Fly Walla Walla First on Alaska Air
•
•
•
•

Enjoy infinitely more productivity versus driving
Save money and time flying direct from Walla Walla
Park free: short- or long-term
Check out www.flywallawallafirst.com for details

For booking:
Contact your local Chamber Member Travel Agent
Call Alaska Air: 1-800-547-9308
Visit: http://www.alaskaair.com

Monthly Statistics - November
Phone
Walk-in
Totals
YTD

Plan
Center
6
10
16

Tourism

Relocation
11
12
23

Event
Info
94
37
131

Business
assistance
31
12
43

Member Info/
referrals
37
13
50

27
21
48

474

1931

508

1515

617

2791
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December Business After Hours
Marcus Whitman Hotel & Conference Center hosted the
December Business After Hours. Thank you.

BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS
January 8, 2013

Cancelled to support
the Road Show

February 12, 2013

Gesa Credit Union
Unveiling of Official
Balloon Stampede
Poster

March 12, 2013

Columbia REA
New Building Tour

UPCOMING
CHAMBER
EVENTS
Balloon Stampede
May 10-12, 2013
Business Classic
Golf Tournament
July 16, 2013

CONTACT US

29 East Sumach,
PO Box 644.
Walla Walla, WA
99362
Phone 509.525.0850
Fax 509.522.2038
info@wwvchamber.com
wwvchamber.com

New Chamber Member Referrals
Refer a new member to the Chamber and see your name listed here.

Membership Matters!
Do you have a new member to refer?
Email Betsy at bhadden@wwvchamber.com.

