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The Number One Business Advocate In The Walla Walla Valley

T h e Wa l l a Wa l l a
Valley Chamber of
Commerce is a member-focused organization and community
partner that fosters a
sustainable, healthy
and vibrant economic
environment through
business promotion,
education and services.
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OUR MISSION

That’s A Wrap

INSIDE

• David Woolson, President / CEO
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—Education Is A
Sound Investment

alla Walla’s New Year got off to an
exciting start with the completion
of filming for the new AMC series
“Road Show” aka “Showville.”
The show concept is to celebrate the
uncelebrated yet amazing talent in small
town America. It was fun to see the strong
level of local talent that came to audition.
Showville is essentially a talent show format
that awarded $10,000 to the winner. No, I
am not going to tell you who won! You will
have to wait until the show
airs in May. I will tell you that
the producers and AMC were
so happy with how filming
went here in Walla Walla that
they are considering making
us the premier episode!
Showville is the first
production I was able to
recruit under the Chamber’s
newly formed Walla Walla
Film Office. With the number
of great locations here in
the Valley, from old farm
h o m e s t e a d s, m o u n t a i n
c a b i n s, h i s t o r i c b u i l d ings and homes, vineyards and estates,
beautiful college campuses, and neighborhoods that could be Anytown, USA,
we truly have a world of locations at our
door. OK, I know New York City is going
to be tough.
So what does a Film Office do? Well,
our role is to promote the Walla Walla
Valley as a place to film. Another key role,
after generating interest, is to assist production
companies with a multitude of logistics
and make it easy for them to film here. I
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worked with Showville
for about five months
before they came to shoot
in January. We helped find
locations, promote the
auditions, identified local
crew and equipment, and
we worked closely with
the Gesa Power House
Theatre to turn it into the
key production facility for the show.
Ok, so why is the
Chamber
messing
around with a Film Office
anyway? Dave, do you have
stars in your eyes? Well,
actually, I have dollar signs in
my eyes. The talent on stage
wasn’t the only winner. Walla
Walla also had a huge victory.
Showville left about $45,000
in the local economy over the
filming period. It employed
eleven local people on the
production in a variety of roles.
From lodging, restaurants, car
rentals, caterers, and many
o t h e r s , a l l o f t h e Wa l l a Wa l l a
Valley benefitted by the Showville production.
Not bad for early January.
But wait, there’s more! When the Walla
Walla episode airs in May, we will have
exposure to a GLOBAL audience. The Walla
Walla episode will air nationally on the AMC
network. Further, the series will be distributed
internationally by Sony Pictures. This
exposure can lead to more tourism and broad
based awareness for the Walla Walla Valley.

While Showville
crowned a
winner for the
talent show, Walla
Walla also walked
away with a great
economic prize.

Continued on page 8
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Education Is A Sound Investment
• Damien Sinnott, Vice President of Public Policy and Business Development
n February 12, 2013, voters will well-trained work force.
decide the fate of a $48 million It strengthens our combond proposal that, if passed, will be munity as a whole and
combined with $21.6 million of state aids businesses with
matching funds to modernize and upgrade the their recruitment efforts
facilities at Wa-Hi. This is a large investment, (one of the first quesand when the Chamber was asked whether tions that a professional
it would support this proposal, we had a lot recruiter is almost
of questions. We spent some time gathering always asked is “how
all of the relevant facts and information. We are the local schools?”).
toured Wa-Hi with a number of other business It makes employees
leaders who serve on the Chamber’s Board more efficient and leads to the development
and Public Policy Committee so that we could of new processes, systems, and technologies
judge for ourselves the current condition of that businesses can leverage to fuel economic
the existing facilities. We met with students growth.
and faculty and asked for their thoughts about
While education tends to be a sound
the proposed remodel. We met with adminis- investment for all of the reasons described
trators and school board members and asked above, this does not mean that all education
lots of questions.
We analyzed the bond funding proposals are well-thought out and
proposal with the same level of scrutiny that a worthy of the business community’s support.
sophisticated investor might apply to an IPO So what makes this proposal a good one?
prospectus—and in the end, we concluded First, it addresses a real need. A short tour of
that this proposal is a sound investment for Wa-Hi makes it quite clear that the existing
our community.
facilities are woefully lacking and in need
Benjamin Franklin once said that “an of modernization. The campus that was
investment in knowledge pays the best constructed in 1963 is quite beautiful and
interest,” and he could not have been more impressive from the outside; however, once
right. Business leaders have long recognized inside, the impression is quite different. Overthat investment in education is vitally crowded classrooms that, due to poor or
important for a strong business climate and non-existent insulation and weatherproofing,
long-term economic prosperity. As Daryl are unbearably hot in the summer and cold
Francis, past president of the Federal Reserve in the winter, seems to be the norm. Science
Bank of St. Louis, said in 1966, “Education . . . . rooms that lack even the most rudimentary
equips [students] with the basic mental tools necessities (things like bunson burners, lab
for the much greater variety of tasks in modern sinks, ventilation hoods) make learning basic
business management.” Over fifty-five years concepts challenging.
Necessary support
later, the CEO of Exxon Mobil Corporation infrastructure that is outdated and inadequate
echoed this sentiment when he was asked confronted at us at every turn (one of the top
to address the challenges facing American complaints we heard from students involved
businesses in a global market and responded the lack of working lockers and an insufficient
by saying “a high quality workforce, especially number of restrooms). At the conclusion of
in the areas of math, science, technology, our tour, every business leader present wholeand engineering is critical . . . . to successfully heartedly believed that Wa-Hi was in definite
compete and prosper in the 21st century.”
need of a significant remodel.
The business case for investing in education
Another favorable aspect to this bond
is certainly not new and it is certainly not proposal is that it is well-thought out and
complicated. A strong education system addresses many of the concerns that voters
provides businesses with a prepared and
Continued on page 10
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Full Service Landscaping Professionals
529-2175
info@diamondcutwallawalla.com
www.diamondcutwallawalla.com
FREE Estimates, Walla Walla Valley Chamber member
discounts available!
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Member-2-Member Discount
Program – Are You Taking
Advantage Of It?
• Betsy Hadden, Director of Member Services

O

ne of the many benefits of being
a Walla Walla Valley Chamber of
Commerce (WWVCC) member
is having the opportunity to
participate in our Member-2-Member
Discount Program. This special program offers
our Chamber members (and their employees)
discounts on products and services from
other Chamber members. It also helps your
business increase its visibility in the business
community, promote your business, reach
new customers, and stimulate sales, and, best
of all, there are no additional fees
required to participate. It’s something every
Chamber member business can do. Your
business gets free advertising and Chamber
members save money! Everyone wins!
Member-2-Member Discounts offers are
promoted throughout the year via an insert
in the ChamberNews newsletter that is sent
out monthly and in all new member packets.
In addition, we will soon be promoting it
through our website and will have rotating
spots in the Valley Business News that comes
to your email every Wednesday. We also have
copies available in our visitor’s center at the
Chamber. You, the merchant, are rewarded
by increased business and visibility.
Benefits of Participating
• It’s easy! You determine the offer.
• It’s economical, FREE marketing to
over 750 businesses and all of their
employees!
• Publication of offer on several
Chamber collateral and website.
How To Enroll
• Fill out application
• Submit application to the Chamber
Start Saving Today
The
Member-2-Member
discount
program is designed to help consumers and
businesses alike in our area. It encourages
WWVCC members to support each other and

Shop Chamber members
first! The goal of the
program is to give a valueadded benefit to Chamber
members and to keep
shopping dollars within
our
community.
This
great program is offered
exclusively to Walla Walla
Valley Chamber Members.
The Chamber hopes
you will take advantage of this free program
which is offered as a means of attracting more
business for your company. We urge you to
contact us for an application! Please call the
Chamber today and let’s get you started!!! 
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February Business
After Hours will be
sponsored by Gesa Credit
Union and will be held
at the Gesa Power House
Theatre. This is when
we will be unveiling the
39th Annual Balloon
Stampede Official Poster and
Memorabilia.
Great food and Balloon Stampede wine
will be available. Tour the beautiful theatre.
Experience some surprise live entertainment. Enter to win some fantastic door
prizes courtesy of the Chamber, Gesa Power
House Theatre, and Gesa Credit Union.
If you have not experienced a Walla Walla
Valley Chamber of Commerce Business After
Hours, you are missing out. Grab a stack
of your business cards and start handing
them out at our next BAH, February 12,
from 5:30-7:00pm at the Gesa Power House
Theatre on 6th Street in Walla Walla.

Experience the difference of BETTER HEARING

Free Hearing Screenings!
} 75-day trial
} Loss & damage insurance
} 3-year warranty } Advanced digital technology

Walla Walla
30 W Main St, Ste 205 |

509.876.4541

Neil W. Aiello, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

www.ColumbiaBasinHearing.com
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Members’ News Flash
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New Director At The Red Cross
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The American Red Cross is proud to
announce the appointment of Melissa
Buckley as the new Executive Director of
the Blue Mountain Chapter in Walla Walla.
Melissa comes to the Red Cross from
Buckley Investment Group, LLC, where
she is the Director of Client Services and
Investment Advisor Representative.
Melissa has also served as the Retail Branch
Manager for Banner Bank and is a licensed
real estate agent. Additionally, Melissa has
served on the Blue Mountain Chapter’s
Board of Directors for several years.
“We are extremely excited to have
Melissa join our team,” said Regional CEO
Terry Pollard. “In addition to her extensive
business background, Melissa possesses an
insightful understanding of the organization
from a board member’s perspective. She
undoubtedly will be a great asset to our
team and to the community as a whole.”
In her role as the Executive Director,
Melissa will oversee Red Cross service
delivery in Walla Walla and Columbia
counties including 24/7 disaster assistance
and outreach to veterans and active duty
members of the armed forces; spearhead
local fundraising efforts; and continue to
develop meaningful partnerships within
the community.
Melissa replaces Jerry Cummins who
has provided exceptional leadership at
the chapter for the past year. Jerry plans
to continue his affiliation with the Red
Cross as a local volunteer, but is looking
forward to spending more time with his
wife and family.
“It has been my pleasure to have been
involved with the volunteers, community
members and certainly those who have
received services,” noted Cummins. “I
know Melissa will take the chapter to new
levels of service to our region and I want to
encourage everyone to continue to support
our local Red Cross.”
Melissa can be reached by email at
melissa.buckley@redcross.org. 

Union-Bulletin.com
Union-Bulletin.com

We Bring
WALLA
WALLA
the Valley
We Bring the Valley Home to You
Home to You

We can help
you market
your business
in Walla Walla.

Call 525-3304
UNION-BULLETINfor more
information.
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Parking Restrictions Downtown

Parking fines were officially doubled as of
January 1 within the two-hour parking zone
downtown. The boundaries for that parking
zone can be found on the city’s website
at www.ci.walla-walla.wa.us (search for
“Parking zone” in the search box on the
website.
The City’s Parking Enforcement Officer
reports: Downtown Walla Walla has a twohour parking restriction. You may only park
in a city block or parking lot for a maximum
of two consecutive hours per day. Time starts
from the moment you park there and ends
exactly two hours later. Once you have parked
in a city block or Parking lot, you may not
return to that lot or city block for the remainder
of the business day, or you can receive a ticket
for continuous parking. WWMC 10.13.040.
Continuous parking fines within 30
consecutive days have increased as follows:
• 1st Offense – $10.00
• 2nd Offense – $30.00
• 3rd Offense – $50.00
• 4th & Subsequent Offenses – $100.00
For a more detailed description of the
Parking ordinances you may go to the city’s
web page. Choose title 10, then choose
chapter 10.13 Stopping, Standing and Parking.
If you have any questions, please contact
Parking Enforcement Officer, Amy Harris,
WWPD 527-4434 Ext. 4557. 

Murder Mystery Weekend

Beginning February 8. Come celebrate
the 60th anniversary of Agatha Christie’s
The Mousetrap at the Little Theatre of Walla
Walla. The author comes forth with another
hit about a group of strangers stranded in a
boarding house during a snow storm, one
of whom is a murderer. Tickets are $14, and
will go on sale Monday, February 4, at 7pm
on our website, www.ltww.org, or can be
purchased in the box office starting on
Tuesday February 5. The Little Theatre is
located at 1130 Sumach in Walla Walla.
“Good Plays, Done Well...Since 1944.” 

Members’ News Flash
Julia Child Cook-Off February 17

“Cooking is like love; it should be
entered into with abandon or not at all.”
Oh, Julia Child, how we agree with you!
It is that time of year again to dust off
your copy of Mastering the Art of French
Cooking and get to cooking. The Downtown Foundation is excited to announce
their fourth annual Julia Child Cook-off;
this year the event will take place Sunday,
February 17 from 2 – 4 pm at the Marcus
Whitman Hotel.
The Downtown Foundation is seeking
amateur chefs to participate in this year’s
competition. To qualify you must be
interested in food, willing to try new things
and you may not make a living by cooking/
preparing/crafting/teaching food. Reply
to this email or call the Downtown Walla
Walla Foundation for more information
and to put your name into the ring. The
Julia Child Cook-Off competition is judged
by a panel of professional, local chefs and
winners from previous years.
For a $15 ticket, the public can attend the
event and enjoy Chef Antonio Campolio’s
custom-created menu, drink delicious wine
and rub shoulders with celebrity chefs. The
audience will hear from each contestant as
they speak about the inspiration for their
dish and their experience creating it.
Oh yeah, by the way, the dish selected
for this year…it is CHOCOLATE MOUSSE!
That’s right people, chocolate. 

Friends of Children of Walla Walla
Offer Informative Learning Lab

L e a r n h ow Ad ve r s e C h i l d h o o d
Experiences (ACEs) drive the high costs
of absenteeism, turnover and other work
force issues, and how we can respond as a
community to these costs. Chris Soderquist,
an expert with the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC), will be presenting on
the high cost of Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACEs) specific to Walla Walla
and how community-based strategies have

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

the best chance of reducing and mitigating
ACE effects.
This is a UNIQUE opportunity to learn
why you, as a business person, are impacted
by ACEs on a daily basis! Or how you, as a
community member, can help move our
community to healthier long-term outcomes!
Chris has developed a pilot tool-a Cost
Savings Learning Lab- to engage communities
in discussion of ACEs, resilience and capacity
development. We are very fortunate to have
the honor of hosting Chris in Walla Walla.
Join other business leaders for a special
session exclusively for businesses: 7:30am to
9:00am with breakfast served. This dynamic
90-minute session is one you want to make
sure you attend! Whitman College is our
expected venue, details will follow on specific
location.
A second, more detailed Learning
Lab will be offered for service providers,
Children’s Resilience Initiative team
members, and all interested community
members: 9:30 to 1:30pm with lunch
provided. Location details will follow.
DID YOU KNOW?
ACEs are pervasive, and cut through all
socio-economic sectors equally. 62% of
Washington State adults report at least one
ACE, 25% report three or more ACEs, and
5% have six or more of the ten ACEs. ACEs
create huge social cost issues and businesses
pay for a lot of those hidden costs.
In our own County:
• Nearly 1 in 3 people report emotional
abuse while growing up;
• Almost 1 in 4 people report being
sexually abused;
• More than 1 in 5 people experienced
substance abuse in the household;
• More than 1 in 5 people experienced
loss of a parent;
• Physical abuse, mental illness and
domestic violence have affected many.
Please RSVP Teri Barila by close of
business February 4, 2013, to accommodate
meal planning @ (509)386-5855 or send an
email to teri.barila@wwcc.edu. 
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Walla Walla Electric
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RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
A Plus Taxi (‘11)
Abajian Toyota-Scion
(‘44)
Ag Data, Inc. The
Computer Store (‘86)
Arthur H. Griff (‘93)
Bruce W Maughan,
EA, & Associates,
PLLC (‘05)

Certified Hearing
Services, PLLC (‘12)
CH2M HILL (‘05)
CI Shred (‘03)
City Zoo Pet Center,
LLC (‘04)
Clean ‘n Dry, LLC
(‘04)
Coldwell Banker First
Realtors - Tom Craig
(‘09)
Collection Bureau of
Walla Walla (‘55)
Columbia Basin
Hearing & Balance
Center (‘12)
Cutting Edge
Plumbing &
Mechanical (‘00)
Ellen’s Cutting Edge
(‘10)

Continued on page 7

Balloon Stampede Poster Unveiling

Join us Tuesday, February 12, 5:30 pm, at the Gesa
Power House Theatre for a very special Business After
Hours sponsored by Gesa. We will be unveiling the
winning poster design for the 39th Annual Walla
Walla Balloon Stampede presented by Gesa Credit
Union. This year we had a record number of entries,
and the judges (non Chamber employees) were faced with
the daunting task of picking from some great entries. The artist’s
names were hidden and the entries were judged on the merit of their
artistry and depiction of the theme. This year’s theme is “Fly Me To The
Moon,” and the winning artist has done a beautiful job illustrating this.
Signed posters by the artist and T-shirts will be available for purchase.
You will be wined and dined at Business After Hours. The official
Balloon Stampede wine will be flowing, delicious food will be served
and live entertainment will be playing. It will truly be a Business After
Hours to remember. There will be tours of the newly named Gesa Power
House Theatre and, of course, what would be an After Hours without
great door prizes. Up for grabs are some fantastic items: two tickets the Balloon Stampede
Champagne Reception, this year being held at the Marcus Whitman Hotel & Conference
Center, along with two VIP seating tickets to Nite Glow sponsored by Sykes on Saturday evening of Stampede weekend. We also have Two bottles of Balloon Stampede wine, Stampede
T-Shirts and posters. Gesa Credit Union is also offering up some amazing VIP seating tickets
to two upcoming shows at the Gesa Power House: two VIP tickets to the Marilyn show and
two VIP tickets to the Four Tenors show! Both amazing productions to take in!
We also have some exciting additions for this year’s Stampede that will be announced at
Business After Hours! Don’t miss out on this evening of fun as we network together, build
relationships, grow our businesses and officially launch the 39th Annual Walla Walla Balloon
Stampede with the unveiling of the official poster!! 

Seeking Vendors for Balloon Stampede

The Balloon Stampede is one of the largest events held in the Walla Walla Valley. This
festival traditionally brings in 30-40,000 spectators for the second full weekend in May and
an estimated 9,000 spectators attend the ever popular Nite Glow. Now is the time for the local
community to showcase what we have to offer. This year we are wanting to offer our “ local”
vendors a discounted booth space for food, commercial, kids zone, or arts & crafts at 15%
off. This is a great savings we want to pass on to our community as a way to say thank you for
supporting the Stampede year after year! Come join the fun and get on board to participate in
one of the most beloved events of the Valley, the 39th Annual Walla Walla Balloon Stampede! 

Wanted..Vendor Coordinator Assistant

We are looking for a Vendor Coordinator Assistant for the Stampede. This is a volunteer
position that helps assist the coordinator in recruiting, processing and maintaining vendor
relationships. This is a great way to be involved in a wonderful community event that is looked
forward to by many year after year.
If you are looking for a rewarding opportunity to give back to your community, look no
farther. Give Betsy Hadden at the Chamber a call today at 509-525-0850 or email at bhadden@
wwvchamber.com 

Connected Since 1890.
Better ideas. Better banking.

Walla Walla Main
Eastgate
Ninth Avenue
(509) 526-8731 (509) 529-8181 (509) 527-6460

www.bannerbank.com

6 | February 2013

College Place
(509) 527-3646
Member FDIC

Balloon Stampede Sponsorship
Chamber membership represents some of Walla Walla County’s most important and
influential corporate leaders, mid-level managers, small business owners, entrepreneurs, young
professionals, media personalities, educators, political figures and more. Your company’s name
is included in print and online advertising and this is collateral which will earn you public
recognition.vides a great means of broadening your competitive advantage by improving
your company’s reflection, prestige and credibility through supporting events that your
community and audience find attractive. Chamber events are highly publicized and so are
their sponsors.
The 39th Annual Walla Walla Balloon Stampede presented by Gesa Credit
Union is seeking sponsors. The Balloon Stampede is one of the biggest events of the year in
the Walla Walla Valley. You can’t go wrong by supporting this event. 

Sponsor Pledge Form 2013
Prepare to Launch!! With your support, the Walla Walla Valley Balloon Stampede presented by
Gesa Credit Union will continue to be a diverse, high quality, FREE event for our children, and
their children!
Complete and return this pledge form so that we may include your business name
in our event promotions as soon as possible!

RENEWING
MEMBERS(SINCE)
Eastern Washington
Autism Spectrum
Disorder Association
(‘10)
Goodwill Industries
of the Columbia, Inc
(‘96)
Graphic Apparel (‘96)
L & G Ranch Supply
(‘04)
Laht Neppur Brewing
Co (‘11)
Les Schwab Tires College Place (‘11)
Macon Brothers
Auctioneers (‘09)

YES! Reserve a Balloonmeister Sponsorship for $1,400

Maple Counter Cafe
(The) (‘11)

YES! Reserve a Tethering Sponsorship for $750!
YES! Reserve a Flight Club Sponsorship for $350!
YES! Reserve an Enthusiast Sponsorship for $175!
Balloon Booster Sponsorship for $50 - $100 (you choose your level)!
Special Event Sponsorship

Nick Taruscio Farms
(‘83)

$1,650 Stage Sponsor (Acts)

Northwest Grain
Growers, Inc (‘33)

$1,650 Stage Sponsor (Music)
CALL ME! My co-workers would like to form a volunteer work team.
Work teams are needed Sunday May 5 - May 12.
Check is enclosed

McDonald Zaring
Insurance (‘82)

Charge my credit card:
_ _______________________

Account Number

__________________________________________
Signature

Expires___________

Postal Annex + (‘00)
Raymond James
Financial Services
(‘02)
Reese, Baffney, Frol &
Grossman, PS (‘61)

Business Name:
Contact Name:
Billing Address:

Sign DeSigns (‘99)

Phone:

Email:

Thank you for your partnership!

BUTLER CARPET CLEANING

No-Soap Cleaning Process		 		Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning		 		Tile Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated		 		Commercial & Residential

TONY RUKAVINA
Owner
509-956-9996

Let the “BUTLER” Do it!

S

OOM
$75

2 RAnnual Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
39th

Continued on page 10

Our Personalized
Products include:
• Calendars
• Caps
• Shirts
• Jackets
• Mugs
WE’RE HERE!
• Pens & Pencils
860 NE Rose, CP • 525.7630
and much more!
mail@graphicapparel.biz

81870 sl

Betsy Hadden, Director of Member Services
Fax: 509-522-2038
Walla Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce
29 E. Sumach, PO Box 644, Walla Walla, WA 99362
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AMBASSADORS
Kris Youd
President
Coldwell Banker

One of the most important things for the Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce is
to make sure that we are serving our members. It is important that we understand how our
efforts, programs, communications, events and initiatives are useful and relevant to you.
We also want your honest feedback about how we are doing and how we can improve
our efforts. Each year we conduct the Chamber Membership Survey to each of our 700+
members. Below is a link for you to take the survey. It should take you about 5-10 minutes.
Your responses are completely anonymous and will be compiled with all of the responses
from the members. We will share the final collective results with you and the rest of our
membership in this monthly newsletter. We will not see any individual responses, so please
be brutally honest!
We are committed to making YOUR Chamber an effective and powerful resource tool for
you, your business and the community. The Chamber Membership Survey is an important
way to make sure that happens. We need to hear from you!!
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or comments. You can call us at
509-525-0850 or email David at dwoolson@wwvchamber.

Casey Richards
Vice President
Camp Fire USA
Chris Coates
Secretary
Marcus Whitman Hotel
& Conference Center
Tara Crain
Past President
Copier Service, Inc.
Debi Allessio
Children’s Home Society
Doug Case
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Mary “Patricia” Filkins
Emeritus @ Garrison
Creek Lodge
Kathy Fry-Trommald
Walla Walla Sweet
Onion Marketing
Committee
Marilynn Johnson
MRJ Enterprises

Yearly Membership Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WWChamber_Membership_Survey
The survey is only open until February 8, so please don’t wait. We want YOUR input into
the goals the Chamber of Commerce implements in the coming year.
Thanks for your valued support. 

Legislative 411
Join us on a conference call with our elected officials in Olympia to learn about proposed
legislation that could have a significant impact on your business. These calls are your
opportunity to talk directly with your representatives while they are in session and to ensure
that the voice of the business community is heard loud and clear.
Conference calls will take place every other Tuesday at noon in the Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce boardroom. Our first conference call was on January 29, and
successive calls are scheduled for February 12 and 26, March 12 and 26, and April 9 and 23.
So bring your lunch and join us for a lively discussion. 

Continued from page 1

Some next steps in our development of
the Walla Walla Film Office include developing our location photography and creating
a branding identity for marketing purposes.
A big thank you to Tourism Walla Walla for
a grant to get us started!
Additionally, we will begin working with
various permitting agencies that would be
involved for road closures, filming on public
land, etc. to make sure it is a quick process
for film production companies. Lastly, I will

be hosting the State of Washington Film
Commission, Washington Filmworks in
March. We will be touring them around
the area so that they are familiar with our
great locations.
So, we are off to a good start. Film
production will be an opportunistic
venture for us. That’s okay. When we
have the opportunity to recruit film and
television production, we will now be ready.
On with the show! 

Service Since 1972
• WIRING & REPAIR
• PUMP SALES & SERVICE
• SECURITY SYSTEMS
• FIRE ALARMS
•
• COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

1421 Dell Ave., Walla Walla

WA DOYLE EI277CL • OR CCB#19588
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529-2500

176 Wine Valley Road, Walla Walla, Washington
www.winevalleygolfclub.com

Visionary Member of the Month
In 1996, Gesa became a community-chartered
credit union, open to anyone who lives or works in
Washington State. Since our shoebox beginnings in
1953, Gesa has grown to become the one of the largest
credit unions in the state.
This is Gesa’s fourth year as title sponsor for the
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede. We look forward to
another great year of partnership with the Walla Walla
Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce in bringing this
wonderful free community event that is in its 39th
year.
Gesa values local community and charitable
partnerships. Gesa has made a commitment to Habitat
for Humanity, Junior Achievement, the Gesa Power
House Theatre in Walla Walla, Gesa Stadium in Pasco,
and Kennewick’s Carousel of Dreams Presented by
Gesa through monetary pledges, fundraisers and
volunteer hours. Our commitment to the financial education of our youth extends to the support
of high school credit unions and sponsorship of financial seminars for teens and their parents.
With offices in the Tri-Cities, Walla Walla and Wenatchee, Gesa continues to show a
commitment to community roots through participation with Chamber of Commerce events,
local expos and fairs, youth financial education, community sports teams and the promotion of
higher education for our youth. 

Welcome To Our New Chamber Members

Oliver von Birkenwaldau, WW
Individual Member.

AMBASSADORS
Terra Luthi
Holiday Inn Express
Kimberly McDaniels
Krivoshein Financial
Judy McDole
Walla Walla School District
Jim Pease
Windermere Real Estate
Scott Peters
Columbia Rural Electric
Association
Sheila Peterson
McDonald Zaring
Insurance
Joel Petty
Individual Member
Wade Robbins
Banner Bank
Jo Ann Stelzner
Patton & Associates, LLC

Palouse Management, 350 S Palouse, WW 509-522-7884
Commercial and residential real estate management.

Tom Stokes
Windermere Real Estate

Thompson Family Acupuncture Clinic, 304 SE 6th St, CP 509-583-3303
Founded by Lindsey Thompson, a Whitman alumna, the clinic will provide acupuncture
and Chinese herbal medicine in spring 2013 after Lindsey returns from volunteering her
clinical skills in Nepal.

Ramon Zamora
Inland Cellular

Tom’s Cycles, 1744 Portland Ave, Ste 2, WW 509-529-0411
Sales & service of power sports, lawn mowers, generators & power equipment. Carrying
genuine scooters, used road bikes, dirt bikes, four wheelers and are an authorized dealers
of Honda power equipment and Club Car. Golf Cart rentals for individuals or large groups.
Walla Walla Chamber Music Festival, PO Box 119, WW 509-730-5110
The musicians of Walla Walla Chamber Music Festival come from around North America
and are leaders in the fields of performance and education.

Do you have a new member to refer? Email Betsy at bhadden@wwvchamber.com.
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win
RENEWING
MEMBERS (SINCE)
Singer’s Chevron
Food Mart, LLC (‘11)
Software Planning,
LLC (‘89)
Ski Bluewood (‘11)
Stewarts French Dry
Cleaners (‘44)
Sweet Valley Wines
(‘09)
The Chocolate Shop
(‘09)
The Fischer House
(‘08)
Thompson &
Kreitzberg, PLLC
(‘85)

Treasure Valley Coffee
Company (‘91)
Turner Association
Marketing & Design
(‘94)
Walla Walla Self
Storage, LLC (‘06)
Walla Walla Sweets
Roller Girls (‘09)

Member Of The Month
Lindsay Thompson writes: “As you read this, I am in
Nepal volunteering my medical skills with the Acupuncture
Relief Project (ARP) in Chapagoan, Nepal. I am an East
Asian Medicine Practitioner, which means I am a licensed
acupuncturist and herbal specialist. I currently spend my
days living at a Tibetan monastery, wake up at 5:30am by the
horn call to puja (morning meditation), and work out of the
ARP’s clinic next door. Some days, I walk thirty minutes to
one of our satellite clinics in a neighboring village.
I live and work with four other acupuncturists here in the monastery. We work five and a
half days a week, each treat 15-25 patients a day, and love our jobs. Our patients are warm,
beautiful people with limited access to health care. They are subsistence farmers and have to
take illness and injury seriously. Many travel from neighboring villages, some even ride in carts
for up to four hours.
Due to the climate and the prevalence of subsistence agriculture, we treat a wide variety of
conditions in the clinic and wear many medical hats. The common conditions we treat include
musculoskeletal pain, digestive pain, infertility, stroke rehabilitation, uterine prolapse, asthma,
HIV/AIDS, and recovery from tuberculosis treatment, typhoid
fever, and surgery. We co-treat serious conditions with the
allopathic doctors down the road and send them many cases
of unregulated hypertension and diabetes.
In May 2013, I will be bringing all of the experiences I gain
in Nepal back to the Walla Walla valley. I am thrilled to share
this powerful medicine with our Walla Walla community.
Until I return, you can follow my journey via my blog,
facebook, and website. I will be posting weekly and linking
the blog to each site.”
Facebook: Thompson Family Acupuncture Clinic
Blog: www.stickoutyourtongue.org
Website: www.thompsonacupuncture.org 
Continued from page 2

have had with past proposals. The total
project cost is estimated at $69.6 million,
but rather than seek a bond for that full
amount and then use state matching funds
to address other needs, the district has wisely
proposed to seek bonding authority for $48
million and to use the state matching funds
to make up the difference. Similarly, while
the initial bond proposal indicated that the
district would use any excess funds after the
project for, as of yet undetermined, facility
improvements at Lincoln High School, after
hearing constituent concerns the district has
reversed course and committed to returning

Eye Examinations
Eye Health Management
Contact Lenses / Sunglasses
Large Frame Selection

Since 1949

509.529.2020
Valley Vision Clinic
22 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.valleyvisionclinic.com
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Accepting New Patients

Optometric Physicians
Dennis Poffenroth, O.D.
Luther Ness, O.D.
Rebecca Musick, O.D.
Angela Ferguson, O.D.
Jeremy Beam, O.D.
Rick Harrison, O.D.

excess funds to the voters by applying it to
pay down the bond debt. In short, they
listened and made the proposal stronger.
For all of these reasons, the Chamber
whole-heartedly endorses the Wa-Hi bond
proposal. This proposal is a significant and
necessary investment that will pay long-term
dividends. It will strengthen our entire
community, and will provide the infrastructure necessary for our economy to
grow and thrive. We can say with a high
degree of confidence, that it is simply a good
investment, and it is most certainly worthy of
our support. 

Advertise Your
Business or Event

March, 2013
Business After
Hours
Business After Hours on
March 12 will be hosted by Columbia
Rural Electric Association.
Columbia REA will be in their new
building and will be excited to show off
their new space. Join us for an exciting
evening on March 12, 2013, from 5:307:00.

Newsletter insert advertising has been rated one
of the best, most cost-effective forms of advertising
by members. For just pennies per reader, you can
put your information in front of highly targeted local
businesses and community members.
Your Chamber membership entitles you to
advertise your business or event in the monthly
ChamberNews. Only Chamber members can advertise in
the newsletter, so you are able to target other committed
businesses who care about our community and the
success of business in the Walla Walla Valley.
P r ov i d e 90 0 c o p i e s o f yo u r i n s e r t o n
regular weight, 8.5”x11” non-glossy paper that is not
folded. The cost for this insert is $150, which covers
postage. The insert is an excellent, cost-effective way
to promote your Chamber member business.
To g e t y o u r i n s e r t i n t o t h e M a r c h
ChamberNews,please have your inserts to us by 5:00
pm on February 11, 2013. Inserts are due the second
Monday of each month.

Advertise your business or special
event here.
For just $50 a month or $500 for one year,
send us your print ready ad and your
advertisment will be in over 1,000 copies
of this publication distributed throughout
the Walla Walla Valley.

Contact Betsy at 509-525-0850 or
bhadden@wwvchamber.com today.
Fly Walla Walla First on Alaska Air
•
•
•
•

Enjoy infinitely more productivity versus driving
Save money and time flying direct from Walla Walla
Park free: short- or long-term
Check out www.flywallawallafirst.com for details

For booking:
Contact your local Chamber Member Travel Agent
Call Alaska Air: 1-800-547-9308
Visit: http://www.alaskaair.com

Monthly Statistics - December
Phone
Walk-in
Totals
YTD

Plan
Center
8
32
40

Tourism

Relocation
21
7
28

Event
Info
36
17
53

Business
assistance
42
17
59

Member Info/
referrals
62
212
274

33
47
80

514

2011

536

1568

676

3065
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Ribbon Cuttings

Welcome, Sears and Aaron’s Sales and Lease.
Photos by Custom Photo Inc

BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS
February 12, 2013
Gesa Credit Union
Held at Gesa Power
House Theatre
111 N 6th St, WW

March 12, 2013

Columbia REA
New Building Tour

2013
CHAMBER
EVENTS

Balloon Stampede
May 10-12
Business Classic
Golf Tournament
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December 4

(509) 629-2500
InlandCellular.com

2nd &Tietan • 1355 W. Poplar • 522.2010 • gesa.com

1605 SE Meadowbrook Blvd. Ste. 7 College Place |

CONTACT US

29 East Sumach | PO Box 644 | Walla Walla, WA 99362 | Phone 509.525.0850 | Fax 509.522.2038
info@wwvchamber.com | wwvchamber.com

