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WELCOME FROM SANTA MARIA VALLEY

UNCORK AND UNWIND
#SANTAMARIASTYLE
Santa Maria Valley is more than just a springboard to all that

events. The Brews and Cues Festival happens in the spring

the Central California Coast has to offer. As a welcomed guest

and the not-to-miss Central Coast AirFest takes place in the

to our friendly and unpretentious region, you will discover

fall. Or choose from dozens of other fantastic happenings

a true change of pace. Unmatched wine. Out-of-this-world

ranging from classic car cruises to beer yoga to holiday

barbecue. And genuine cultural experiences. Santa Maria

parades. Definitely look us up during Restaurant Week in

Valley offers a boom of breathtaking activities designed for

January where you can indulge in culinary delights all over

your enjoyment.

town. You can even take a two-day trip for $500 or less and

In a place rich with culture, wine and events, Santa Maria
Valley is California’s hideaway from the hustle and bustle.

savor award-winning wines paired with authentic Santa
Maria Style Barbecue.

Yet, its vibrancy comes from gathering with personable

With 15 beaches and 34 tasting rooms all within a 30-minute

people who are ambassadors of good times had by all.

drive, Santa Maria Valley is the perfect home base to get

Whether it’s sharing a bottle of Pinot Noir with girlfriends,

more for less. Hit the road and explore all you can do. That’s

taking a weekend tour of breweries and steakhouses with

what we call #SantaMariaStyle.

buddies or snuggling up to the one you love as you wiggle
your toes in the Dunes, you don’t have to try hard here.
Hop aboard our charming wine trolley to experience wine
country a whole new way. Check out some of our popular
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Jennifer Harrison
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THINGS TO SEE AND DO

SANTA MARIA VALLEY IS THE PERFECT BACKDROP

TOP INSTAGRAMMABLE
MOMENTS
Oh-So Beautiful at Oso Flaco Lake
Head to Oso Flaco Lake, your one-stop-shop for
hiking, fishing, birdwatching and Instagramming.

Jump on the Wine Trolley
All aboard the award-winning Santa Maria
Valley Wine Trolley. We’ve got your winery
transportation covered.

Grab a Bite of #SantaMariaStyle
Our iconic, 150-year-old barbecue tradition
must be tasted to be believed.

View Vineyard Vistas
The Valley’s hilly, transverse geography and acres of
vineyards produce some of the best views in the region.
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Taste and Tour
Get a taste of our flagship varietals—Pinot Noir,
Chardonnay and Syrah—while touring one of
more than 34 tasting rooms.

Put the Pedal to the Pinot
Cycle the hillsides and be sure to capture the
toast at the end of the ride.

Watch the Sunset on
Coastal Duness
Catch an 805 sunset. #NoFilter necessary.

Hop to a Brewery
Have a pint or sample a flight at one of
Santa Maria Valley’s local taprooms.

Get Together
#SantaMariaStyle is best experienced with
friends. Bring a pal and explore everything
there is to see and do from here.

Things to See and Do | #SantaMariaStyle
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30 MINUTES FROM 24 HIKING TRAILS
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Santa Maria Valley has the trail systems and the coastal climate for you to recharge and refuel all year long.
Find a trail in Los Flores Ranch Park, which offers 15 miles

challenge or just some fresh air there are great trail choices

of hiking trails for all skill levels. Or shoot for more mileage

in and around Santa Maria Valley.

and take in views of wild flowers and ocean cliffsides for a
day hike on the Point Sal trail. Whether you are looking for a

To learn more about each trail, visit:
SantaMariaValley.com/hiking

Things to See and Do | #SantaMariaStyle
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HOTELS & RESORTS

THE CENTURY ROOM
EST. 1917

intner ’s
Bar & Grill
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BRING THE OLD -WORLD TROPICS HOME AT

THE LUFFA FARM

As the second-oldest American Viticulture Area (AVA) in California, the Santa Maria Valley is known for
our grapevines. But outside of the vineyards, we know of a secret vine that not many other people have
heard of before.
Most people are shocked when they discover that luffas—a

Santa Maria Valley is home to

type of sponge that are most commonly used to exfoliate

our very own Luffa Farm, in

the skin while bathing—do not come from the ocean like sea

fact, it is called The Luffa Farm

sponges. Luffas are actually

and it’s located in the town of

gourds like pumpkins,

Nipomo, less than 20 minutes

squash and melons. Like

from Santa Maria. The five-

all gourds, luffas grow

acre Luffa Farm proprietor,

on flowering vines inside

Deanne Coon, grows luffas

hardshelled pods. Similar

year-round using her own

to the form of cucumbers,

heirloom seeds. Native to the

the long gourds that grow

Old World tropics, The Luffa Farm is one of the few luffa farms

on sprawling vines can be

left in the United States. Visitors can purchase their own natural

harvested and dried.

luffas here as well as other goodies to take home a spa-like

When luffas are in an early stage of development, you can
actually harvest and eat the fruit inside! But as the fruit ages
and becomes fully developed, it becomes drier. Once the
luffas are in optimal condition, they can be peeled to reveal
the soft spongy interior that we know and love.

experience. Visitors can buy soaps, bath salts, lotions, foot soaks,
oil blends and more. The farm is open to the public and offers
free tours Wednesday through Sunday from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
For more information, visit:
theluffafarm.com

Things to See and Do | #SantaMariaStyle
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A GEM ON THE CALIFORNIA COASTLINE

Since the 1700s, Oso Flaco Lake, which means “skinny bear” in Chumash, has become a local favorite for
recreation activities including fishing, birdwatching and hiking. The Oso Flaco Lake hiking trail is an easy,
1.7-mile, out-and-back trail located in the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area.
This trail takes hikers through the park, past the fresh water

Recognized for its multiple diverse natural habitats, the

lake, across a boardwalk overlooking a beautiful natural area,

lake covers 75 acres and helps create a safe haven for more

and ends at the Pacific Ocean. The trail is good for all skill levels

than 200 species of birds and an abundance of wildflowers.

and perfect for families, offers a number of activity options, and

The park also offers a perfect spot for bike rides along the

is accessible year-round.

tall willows and wax myrtle trees, which serve as the home

The lake’s name is centered around an old tale by the native
people, the Chumash. The tale says that the Chumash had
fed the bear tainted meat so they wouldn’t be competing for
resources. This is how the bear from the area became “skinny.”

to many of these birds. Whether it be birdwatching or a
peaceful walk, Oso Flaco Lake hikers will see something
interesting no matter where their heads turn. The route
that leads to the overlook is wheelchair accessible—

Things to See and Do | #SantaMariaStyle
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perfect for all who visit. When you reach the end of the trail,
finish off your day with a picnic along a secluded beach or
meditate as you hear the sounds of singing birds and the
rhythmic waves.
Oso Flaco Lake is also a favorite among local fishing
enthusiasts. Anglers are able to fish in the fresh water lake
itself, or they can try their luck with saltwater fish at the
beach. Enthusiasts can cast their lines in Oso Flaco Lake,
Little Oso Flaco Lake, Oso Flaco Creek or the Pacific Ocean.
Before you cast your line, you’ll need to pick up a fishing
license. There are several license options in California, and
you can easily get one online. If you’re a visitor to the area,
your best—and most affordable—bet is to get a one-day or
two-day sport fishing license. Short-term sporting licenses
allow you to fish in fresh water or in the ocean.
If you’d rather look to the skies, Oso Flaco Lake is also a
stunning spot for birdwatching. The Santa Maria Valley is
an under-the-radar destination for birding enthusiasts.

Oso Flaco was named one of the Valley’s best birdwatching locations

The Valley’s unique geographic location provides extensive

The Santa Maria Valley is an under-the-radar

opportunity for enthusiasts. Santa Maria Valley rests in the

destination for birding enthusiasts.

middle of two of the best birding spots in the nation, Santa
Barbara and Morro Bay. Because of its closeness to both the
Pacific Ocean and oak woodland habitats, birdwatchers have
access to two unique locales.

Bird Watcher’s Digest recently published a feature on
Santa Maria Valley, attributing the Santa Maria Valley as “an
incredible birding area.” Bird Watcher’s Digest named a few
of the best locations to spot birds throughout the Valley,

Where the sea meets the land, this park offers

including Oso Flaco Lake. Where the sea meets the land,

visitors a chance to explore and enjoy an

this park offers visitors a chance to explore and enjoy an

undeveloped gem on the California coastline.

undeveloped gem on the California coastline.

There is no entry fee to visit the park, however there is a
$5 parking pass. The lot opens at 7 a.m., which allows
visitors to the park to get an early start if they desire.
Leave your furry friends at home for this day trip, and
enjoy a peaceful day of hiking, birding, fishing and
more at one of our favorite places in the Valley.

Home to over 200 species of birds and an abundance of wildflowers

14
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You’ll
Love our
Town !

Just south of Santa Maria is Old Orcutt – a historical gem of the valley.
You’ll find friendly faces as you dine, shop, and mingle in our authentic,
vibrant, little town that’s been bustling since 1904. Come visit!

O LD O RCUT T M ERCHANTS.ORG

Things to See and Do | #SantaMariaStyle
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H O P

O V E R

T O

NAUGHTY OAK BREWING
Naughty Oak’s owners, Steve and Emily Kitts, wanted the
brewery to provide everything you need when searching
for a day of fun. Steve’s parents were home brewers, and he
naturally followed in their footsteps. In 2016, he chose the brew
life and began brewing beer full-time, establishing Naughty
Oak shortly after. Both Steve and Emily manage all aspects
of their business—you are likely to bump into one or both of
them when you’re visiting the taproom.
Known to give creative brew names to their craft beer,
including Staycation, Gold Digger and Anthony Hopkins, there’s
a special brew for anyone who visits. Steve recommends pairing
an IPA with pizza from Pizzeria Bello Forno, which created a
special pizza for Naughty Oak called the 3 Beer Pizza.

Both Steve and Emily manage all aspects of
Naughty Oak Brewing Co. is an essential part of the

their business—you are likely to bump into

Central Coast craft beer scene and a local staple for

one or both of them when you’re visiting

creative beer offerings and tons of fun.

the taproom.

Naughty Oak is named as an homage to the red oak trees that
grow in the Santa Maria Valley and used in traditional Santa
Maria Style Barbecue. This delicious hub for beer lovers offers
crafty concoctions on tap and cold brew coffee.
Whether you’re a hoppy brew lover or blonde ale enthusiast,
Naughty Oak is known for its laid back atmosphere—perfect
for hanging out with friends any day of the week. Naughty
Oak is ideally situated in Old Town Orcutt, where the small
downtown district features several restaurants that you can
order out from while you enjoy your pint.
Naughty Oak hosts beer yoga, beer and cheese pairings,
weekly trivia, live music and more. If you’re looking for a place
to eat a delicious brunch, don’t miss out on their weekly
brunch on Sunday—complete with breakfast beers and
beermosas (a variation of mimosas) and cold brew coffee
made in shop.
To find other Santa Maria Valley breweries, visit:
SantaMariaValley.com/eat-and-drink
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FOXEN Vineyard & Winery

Wines of elegance and balance since 1985

Tasting rooms are open daily from 11am to 4pm
7200 and 7600 Foxen Canyon Rd
Santa Maria, CA 93454
www.foxenvineyard.com
805.937.4251

Things to See and Do | #SantaMariaStyle
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CALIFORNIA HERITAGE AT

A place once occupied by the Chumash people and Spanish settlers, Misión la Purísima Concepción
de María Santísima (Mission of the Immaculate Conception of Most Holy Mary) was founded by Father
President Fermín de Lasuén in 1787.
The mission’s first inhabitants herded nearly 20,000 cattle

adventure. The historic culture of the Chumash and Spanish

and sheep and were well known for producing exquisite

people remains through the self-guided tours and hikes,

blankets and hides. Today, La Purisima is the most

allowing heritage to flow through the Santa Maria Valley.

extensively restored mission in California and is visited by
more than 200,000
guests each year.

activities for the entire family to enjoy, including “mission
life days” where you can participate in tortilla and candle

La Purisima Mission

making, carpentry, pottery, blacksmithing and more.

is the only California

Village days allow visitors to experience the blending of the

mission with hiking trails.

Chumash Indian and Colonial Spanish cultures by partaking

Boasting more than 25

in activities that were crucial to daily survival for the people of

miles of trails on 2,000

this time. Additional activities include acorn grinding, basket

acres, La Purisima Mission

weaving and learning traditional Chumash games.

remains one of the
Central Coast’s historic
treasures. Explore the
land with a free one-mile
expert-guided walking
tour or go on a solo

18

Throughout the year, the mission offers a wide array of

SantaMariaValley.com | Heritage

No matter when you visit, La Purisima Mission is a place
where you can experience a mix of California’s past and
present history through culturally enriching events, activities,
hikes and more.

WELCOME TO THE BEAUTIFUL
CENTRAL COAST.
We’re proud to be part of this dynamic community
and look forward to working together for many years to come.
www.terracore.co
Heritage | #SantaMariaStyle
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THE SANTA YNEZ BAND OF

CHUMASH INDIANS
The Chumash people once numbered in the tens of

classes, which ensure that the Chumash culture remains

thousands and lived along the coast of California.

strong within the tribe and is preserved for future generations.

At one time, Chumash territory encompassed 7,000 square

Every October, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians

miles that spanned from the beaches of Malibu to Paso

hosts its annual Chumash Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow, welcoming

Robles. They called themselves the “first people” and called

tribes throughout North America to gather and celebrate

the Pacific Ocean their first home. The Chumash enjoyed

their Native American Heritage.

a more prosperous environment than most other tribes in
California because of the rich resources from both the land

“It’s an opportunity for us to partner with tribes from across

and sea.

the country to share our song, our dance and our customs,”
said Kenneth Kahn, Tribal Chairman of the Santa Ynez Band
of Chumash Indians. “It’s also an amazing opportunity for
local families to come together, have a great day and learn
more about tribal cultures.”
Being a successful tribal government in today’s climate
requires innovative and extraordinary leadership. The Santa
Ynez Band of Chumash Indians take great pride in their ability
to govern themselves successfully and operate their tribal
enterprises with confidence, integrity and business savvy. The
Chumash Casino Resort has quickly become one of the most
successful business ventures

The Santa Ynez Reservation is located in Santa Barbara

in the Santa Ynez Valley and

County, about 40 minutes away from Santa Maria, and

one of the largest employers

was established and officially recognized by the federal

in Santa Barbara County.

government on December 27, 1901. Today, the Santa Ynez
Band of Chumash Indians remains the only federally
recognized Chumash tribe in the nation.

The culture of the Santa Ynez Band of

Giving back to the
community has always been
a tradition of the Santa Ynez
Band of Chumash Indians.
There was once a time when

Chumash Indians is deep within its members

tribal members in need

as they’ve maintained a strong connection to

received donations from

their traditional beliefs, priding their survival

generous members of the community.

on their strength as a tribe and their spiritual

Today, the Santa Ynez Chumash are now in a position to

connection to Chumash heritage.

return the favor. Over the years, the tribe has committed

Chumash Casino Resort

more than $25 million to local nonprofits and partnered with
Many cultural enrichment programs exist for Chumash
members, including basket weaving and Samala language
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a number of organizations that have enhanced the lives of
residents throughout Santa Barbara County and beyond.

ENJOY PROFESSIONAL THEATRE
IN SANTA MARIA!
13,000 Square Feet
of Hands-On
Interactive Exhibits
for Kids
New Discovery
Explorer Program!
MakerSpace
for All Ages

BRIGHTON
BEACH
MEMIORS
THE SOUND
OF MUSIC
LITTLE SHOP
OF HORRORS
SOMETHING
ROTTEN!
DOLL’S HOUSE,
PART 2
COMING IN NOVEMBER

HOLIDAY SHOW
… TO BE ANNOUNCED

705 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, CA 93454
805 928-8414 smvdiscoverymuseum.org
Tues-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4

TICKETS WWW.PCPA.ORG BOX OFFICE HOURS:
& INFO (805) 922-8313 WED-SUN, 12:30-7PM

Heritage | #SantaMariaStyle
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A TALK WITH CHARLES “ TYKE” MINET TI

THREE LIFE LESSONS
FROM A VAQUERO
A Lifetime of Ranching Success
• 12 wins in the Stock Division at the
Santa Barbara Fiesta Horse Show
• 6 wins in the division for horses 5
years and under at the Santa Barbara
Fiesta Horse Show
• Named the 2008 “Livestock Producer
of the Year” at the Santa Barbara
County Fair
• Named the 2011 “Honorary Vaquero”
by the Old Spanish Days Stock Horse
Show and Rodeo
• Named the 2019 “Vaquero of Year”
by the Santa Ynez Valley Historical
Museum
Image courtesty of Sarah Duenas for Santa Ynez Valley Historical Museum

There are few people who embody what it means to be a California vaquero more than the Santa Ynez
Valley Historical Museum’s 2019 “Vaquero of the Year” Charles “Tyke” Minetti.
With family ranching roots dating back to 1911, Tyke was born

One thing he will tell you, though? “I think I gave the horse

into the ranching lifestyle and has ranched professionally for 55

world the 20 best years of my life. I was in the prime of my

years—though his work on his family’s Guadalupe ranch goes

life, and we had a decent success doing it.”

back over 60 years when, as a young boy, he’d help fence off
fields of sugar beets to keep the beet tops from getting eaten.
Today, he manages both the ranch in Guadalupe and a smaller
ranch in Tepusquet, where he lives with his wife Sheryll.

When you talk to Tyke, one thing is abundantly clear: all of
that experience comes with something even more important
than the awards and
accolades—deep wisdom

Between those two bookends of his life, though, are decades of

and a warm way of

ranching stories and a library of accomplishments in the cattle-

life—one that’s centered

and horse-breeding world—which Tyke prefers to keep tight-

around patience,

lipped about.

choosing your battles,

“I don’t like to brag about it,” Tyke said when asked about his
long list of accolades in horse breeding and showing—a list that
includes 21 wins at the Santa Barbara Fiesta Horse Show. “I was
always kind of reserved.”

22
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and, yes, good barbecue
with great friends.
Image courtesty of Sarah Duenas
for Santa Ynez Valley Historical Museum

1. It goes back to patience.
While there’s always a job to be done on the ranch, that
doesn’t mean the work is fast-paced or on your desired
timeframe. From an animal’s mood on any given day to the
year’s weather patterns, it’s nature (not humans) that drives
operations on a ranch—and this often requires a willingness

“With horses or cattle or anything, you learn to read their
minds a little bit,” Tyke says. “Sometimes, it’s better to agree
with one today and not fight with him. You get older and you
think you want to get something accomplished on a certain
day, where, if you put him away on a good note, they’ll be
good again the next day.”

to both work hard and go with the flow. “You learn that you’re

“It’s no different than raising a kid,” Tyke, who has a 47-year-

not going to conquer everything everyday,” Tyke says. “It

old daughter (a bilingual teacher in Guadalupe) and a

goes back to patience.”

50-year-old son (who works in vegetable production in Santa

When herding cattle in the spring, for example, ranchers
often have to wait for the fog to clear to ensure they don’t

Maria), says. “It all comes back to ‘give and take and get
along.’ ”

miss any cattle. “It was a long day in the springtime,” Tyke

One of his favorite things about the give-and-take of

recalls about his days on the ranch as a young man. “We put

ranching? It keeps you on your toes.

in some long days.”

“That’s the one thing about the ranch,” Tyke says. “We’re

Naturally, that same patience applies to training horses.

always changing. You have something different to do all of

While the more modern approach to training is often fast-

the time. It keeps it interesting.”

paced, Tyke prefers taking your time in order for a horse to
reach his full potential.

The early vaqueros used to get together and
throw a barbecue with salsa and beans and
French bread dipped in butter and green
salad—and pie or cake or ice cream for
dessert. You gotta feed your help.
Charles “Tyke” Minetti receiving the 1972 Santa Barbara County Fair
Champion Stock Horse Award. (Image courtesy of Tyke Minetti)

“The old style we follow is still the best if you want to end up
with the best horse in the end,” Tyke says. “It takes three to
four years to train a horse properly and then you got a horse
that lasts you a lifetime.”

3. Barbecue is the best payment.
Tyke is no stranger to the centuries-old tradition of Santa
Maria Style Barbecue. He’s spent countless meals eating

Tyke’s willingness to wait extends all the way to his secret for

alongside the vaqueros and neighbors who help during

the best barbecue. He always ages his beef for 30-50 days in

cattle-branding each year—slow-roasted tri-tip and pinquito

the refrigerator before he grills it. “That’s the whole secret of

beans are a tasty form of payment after a long day’s work.

having good tender steaks,” Tyke says.

2. Give and take and get along.
Along with the patience required for a good horse or a
tender steak comes another important life lesson: choosing
your battles—knowing when to push versus when to allow

“The tradition’s always been that you invite your neighbors,
people who help you,” Tyke says. “The early vaqueros used to
get together and throw a barbecue with salsa and beans and
French bread dipped in butter and green salad—and pie or
cake or ice cream for dessert. You gotta feed your help.”

something to happen in its own time. Tyke has learned

Today, he has both an indoor and outdoor pit where he

something unique from each of his horses (“They’re all

and his wife cook traditional Santa Maria Style Barbecue

different,” he says)—but, most importantly, he’s learned

regularly—both as a dinner for two and, during cattle

flexibility.

branding season, as a thank-you feast for the friends who
helped. “That’s their only pay is what you feed them, so you
try to feed them a nice meal.”
Heritage | #SantaMariaStyle
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MAKE AN ESCAPE TO WINE COUNTRY

UNBOT TLE REAL VALUE

Boasting a beautiful climate and award-winning wine, there’s always an opportunity to relax and unwind in the Santa Maria Valley.
Escape with a $500 Wine Getaway weekend for two, where you can hike historic trails, tour vineyards in the second-oldest American
Viticultural Area (AVA) in California, and do so much more. Come see for yourself why Travel Channel named Santa Maria Valley one of
the Top 10 Cities for Wine Snobs. Our delicious and award-winning Pinot Noirs, Chardonnays and Syrahs will satisfy every wine lover,
but you won’t find any snobbery here. With so much to do and see, don’t be surprised if one weekend in the Valley isn’t enough.

Day One

Day Two

Visit the cnagy and CORE tasting rooms in Old Town Orcutt

On your second day in the Valley, take advantage of the Santa

to begin your wine experience. Whether you enjoy red or

Maria Valley’s year-round pleasant weather, which allows you to

white wine, the Santa Maria Valley has something special for

get outside in the region no matter when you visit.

every vino lover.

If you’re driving, we encourage you to bring your bike. There are

Explore different local wineries and eateries by going for

hundreds of miles of cycling trails in and around the region. We

a ride on the seasonal Santa Maria Valley Wine Trolley,

would recommend cycling the Foxen Canyon Wine Trail. And

where you will visit several local tasting room favorites and

no trip to the Central Coast is complete without first digging

sample award-winning wines all in one trip. Show your hotel

your toes into the sand at one of the 15 beaches nearby. One of

key card at one of many tasting rooms in the Santa Maria

our favorite beaches is the Rancho Guadalupe Dunes Preserve

Valley, including Cambria, Cottonwood Canyon, FOXEN or

inside the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes, which offers plenty of

Riverbench, to receive a free tasting. If beer is more your

opportunity to see local plants and wildlife. Then, stop by the

style, you can also use this promotion at Naughty Oak

Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center, a museum showcasing

Brewing Co. And yes—it’s okay to ask for two room keys

pieces of history from the dunes and artifacts from the 1923

when you check in!

movie, “The Ten Commandments,” including an entire sphinx
head that was excavated from the dunes.
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TWO DAYS OF MOUTH-WATERING BARBECUE

FILL YOUR PL ATE

You can find almost any type of dining experience in the Santa Maria Valley, but no trip to the region is complete without
stopping for a plate (or two, or three!) of authentic Santa Maria Style Barbecue. While you’re here, splurge a little and get a taste
of true California heritage. Santa Maria Style Barbecue is California’s Cut, with a rich history and roots that date back to the 1800s.
After cattle round-ups, local ranchers would thank their neighbors and vaqueros (cowboys) by preparing a Spanish-style feast
that consisted of meat slow-roasted over the flames of a red oak fire, served with a side of pinquito beans and fresh green salad.
Santa Maria Style started as a cut of top-block, but has since evolved to include tri-tip, a small, triangular cut from the sirloin
that our Valley popularized in the 1950s. One defining feature has remained the same all these years: to be considered Santa
Maria Style, it has to have been cooked over red oak, and preferably rubbed with Santa Maria Style seasoning—a simple-yetflavorful blend of salt, pepper and garlic powder.

Day One

Day Two

You can get a variation of Santa Maria Style Barbecue at

Start off your day at The Swiss for breakfast or brunch. The Swiss

many restaurants in the region, but Far Western Tavern, The

is one of the region’s oldest barbecue restaurants. If there’s any

Hitching Post and Shaw’s Famous Steakhouse are all classic

place you will find true Santa Maria Style fare, it’s here.

staples for a Santa Maria Style Barbecue lunch or dinner.

To finish off your day with a smile, take a walk around Oso Flaco

Only 15 minutes away, you’ll discover Orcutt, a small town

Lake where you can explore around the tall willow trees all the

with antique charm, to satisfy all your local shopping needs.

way to the serene Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes.

You can show your hotel key card at Naughty Oak Brewing
Co. to grab a complimentary after-dinner taste of beer. Old
Town Market has everything you need to make the perfect
Santa Maria Style Barbecue meal at home—plus it’s a perfect

View more itineraries at:
SantaMariaValley.com/plan-your-trip

location to find take-home treats for all your friends. Be sure to
download the free Santa Maria Style cookbook to get recipes
and tips and tricks from barbecue pros.
Itineraries | #SantaMariaStyle
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MAKE A BREAK FOR THE

The Santa Maria Valley is renowned for its Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Syrah. Our Valley’s unique geography
creates microclimates that allow varying types of grapes to prosper in different ways. We often characterize
our wines and winemakers into two categories—those grown on the Santa Maria Bench and those grown
off the bench.
On the Bench

the Santa Maria Bench have round textures and notes of earth

The Santa Maria Bench is located on the eastern edge of

because of the loam and stones in the soil. To sample wines

the Santa Maria Valley AVA, in the foothills of the Tepusquet

from vineyards on the Santa Maria Bench, try Cambria or Byron.

Mountains. It runs along the bank of the Sisquoc River and
sits higher than much of the surrounding Valley. The bench is
very shallow and rocky—but it contains alluvial soils, which are
made up of alluvium, a material deposited by rivers. The rocky
ground provides excellent drainage, while the alluvial soils give
a fertile space for vines to grow.

Off the Bench
Grapes not grown on the Santa Maria Bench are grown closer
to sea level and exposed to more sunlight. Vines that grow off
the bench are located further away from the mountains, and
don’t have as much as exposure to the foggy microclimates.
You can taste the difference between the wines grown on the

The mountains surrounding the Santa Maria Bench are part of

western side of the Santa Maria Valley—off the bench—which

California’s Transverse Ranges, meaning they run east-to-west,

are fruiter and spicier. To sample wines from off the bench, try

as opposed to the general northwest-southeast orientation

Presqu’ile or Ca’ Del Grevino.

of most other ranges in California. Much of the bench is
sheltered from the wind by the surrounding mountains.
Fog from the Pacific Ocean rolls over the vineyards on the
bench, burns off mid-morning and rolls back in late afternoon.
The unique geography and topography breed an ideal
microclimate for growing grapes because grapes hang longer
on the vine and develop more complex flavors. Wines grown on
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The Santa Maria Valley’s unique terrain allows visitors to
experience both microclimates in one trip. Taste both earthy
bench wines and bright wines from off the bench within
a 15-minute drive. The Santa Maria Valley AVA’s unique
transverse geography and temperate climate make for wines
that you have to experience to believe.

PROUD CORPORATE SPONSOR

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has awarded
CalPortland the 2019 National ENERGY STAR PARTNER OF THE YEAR for SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE Award
in recognition of our continued leadership in protecting the environment through energy efficiency.
This accomplishment sustained over fifteen consecutive years (2005 - 2019) is a feat that has never been
matched by any other U.S. building materials company.

CalPortland Central Coast Division
1625 E. Donovan Road Santa Maria CA 93454
805.345.3400
www.calportland.com

6271 Dominion RoaD
Los Flores Ranch Park, comprised of 1,778 acres of
rolling hills south of the City of Santa Maria, offers a
place for hiking, biking, and horseback riding* in a
beautiful outdoor environment. Educational programs
and field trips available by appointment. *Equestrians
must call ahead for access to the Equestrian Entrance at
(805) 938-7618 during operating hours. Dogs are
allowed with a leash. Last entry into park is one hour
before closing.
Entry is free to City of Santa Maria Residents and
youth ages 15 years & under.
Non-City Resident Rate:
• Adults (16-61 yrs.)- $3.75/day
• Seniors (62 yrs. & up)- $1.60/day
• Annual Pass (up to 6 guests/day)- $52.00
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/losfloresranch

615 S. mcCLELLanD STREET
Santa Maria has 28 parks with more than
2,000 acres of grass, trees, playing fields,
swimming pools, gazebos, plenty of places
to barbecue, recreational open space,
and an 11-acre lake. Many of the facilities
and parks offer areas available for rent for
special occasions.
Facility rentals, park rentals, and program
registrations are accepted any time online
at www.cityofsantamaria.org/register
For the latest activities and
community events, like us on Facebook:
facebook.com/csmrpd

For more information, visit www.cityofsantamaria.org
or call the Recreation & Parks Department at (805) 925-0951 ext. 2260
Wine Country | #SantaMariaStyle

27

WINE COUNTRY

PERSONALITY QUIZ FOR YOUR

PERFECT PAIRING

1. It’s Friday night, how are you recovering
from the week?
a. I’ll be out about the town with friends—dining, 		
drinking or dancing!
b. I’ll be curled up at home with a book or my favorite 		
Netflix show and a glass of wine, of course.
c. I’m hitting the road for a weekend adventure.
Radio up, windows down.

2. What’s your perfect vacation destination?
a. Anywhere with a bustling atmosphere. Bright lights, big city!
b. A tropical, sandy beach destination where I can spend
time relaxing and recharging with a glass of wine.
c. The destination doesn’t matter as much as who you spend
it with. I’m happy anywhere my friends or family are!

3. What’s your go-to comfort food?
a. I’m a pizza lover to my core. Extra cheese, please!
b. I want to dive into a plate of fried chicken with mac
and cheese.
c. I’ll always opt for a big, juicy burger.

4. If you could describe your personality with
a color, which would you choose?
a. Bright, bold yellow or orange.
b. Cool and serene blue or green.
c. Bold and daring pink or purple.
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5. What’s the best way to spend a Sunday afternoon?
a. Sampling the menu at the popular new restaurant,
brewery or wine bar. I’m always down to go another round.
b. Spending the day with friends and family at home, it’s
all about quality time.
c. Adventuring outdoors! I’ll be there, whether it’s at a
beach, on a hike or on a bike.

6. How do you spend the holidays?
a. I do holidays BIG. All the food, all the drinks, and all the
guests at my parties. After all, more is more!
b. The holidays are best spent with the people closest to
you. Warm nights around the fire, plenty of relaxation
and a bottle (or two, or three) of wine.
c. The holidays are for vacationing! I’ve had my holiday
trip planned for months, and I’m counting the days ‘til
adventure.

7. What radio station are you flipping on
before a road trip?
a. All the hottest hits, I like my music upbeat and fast-paced!
b. Tried-and-true classic rock! You can never go wrong
with the oldies.
c. I’m pushing the “seek” button and listening to whatever
tunes first! Life is more fun with a little mystery.
To learn more about your perfect pairings,
check out the interactive Santa Maria Valley
Swirl Machine. Get a full Swirl-nalysis and
create your own unique splash artwork!

Visit SantaMariaValley.com/swirl

Mostly A’s

The Party Doesn’t Start
Until You Arrive

You have a magnetic energy that can’t be tamed. You
take the top off life’s convertible, grab the wheel with
white knuckles, and speed toward any experience
that calls your name. The way you see it, life’s far too
short to waste time —you dive right into the things
that call your name. Cheers to that! Pair your next
Santa Maria Valley getaway with the Foxen Canyon
Wine Trail or the Santa Maria Valley Wine Trolley, both
of which give you plenty of time to see and do more.
Check out Naughty Oak Brewing Co. to sample a
flight of craft beer, and order in from Pizzeria Bello
Forno for the perfect vacation meal.

Mostly B’s

Rush Hour Has Nothing On The
Golden Hours

Everything about you is casual-cool. You love few things
more than a well-planned adventure—but you’re also
perfectly comfortable with a night spent kicking your feet
up and worrying about precisely nothing at all. You figured
out one of life’s best-kept secrets a long time ago: hurrying is
overrated. The best things in life will wait. So go ahead, take
your sweet time. Head to FOXEN Vineyard or Riverbench
Vineyard & Winery for some relaxing wine tasting. Pick up
some goodies at Old Town Market and make your way to
the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes for a beach picnic. Head for
a true Central Coast classic, Far Western Tavern, to sample
authentic Santa Maria Style Barbecue.

Mostly C’s

Adventure Awaits Just Beneath
the Surface of the Everyday

You like things simple and grounded—but you’re never
afraid to add a little spice. You’ll try a sip of every type
of wine and pick a variety of berries before you fill your
glass or bowl with the one you like best. Your patience
pays off, because, once you’ve found the thing you love
most, you’ll call it yours forever. You take a thoughtful
approach to life, which makes for juice that’s always
worth the squeeze. Enjoy the patio at Presqu’ile Winery
or at Rancho Sisquoc Winery. If you’re feeling ultraadventurous, rent an ATV and hit Oceano. Check out The
Hitching Post in Casmalia for open-pit barbecue done
right, or follow the Santa Maria Valley Taco Trail.

Wine Country | #SantaMariaStyle
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2 TRAVEL DADS DISCOVER

AGRITOURISM
IN SANTA MARIA VALLEY

We’ve loved visiting the Santa Maria Valley of California for years, ever since our first visit in 2017. We wanted to
take a different approach to visiting on our most recent trip, so went with the theme of agritourism. Of course
we still enjoyed the beach and nature of the Central Coast, but California agritourism with kids was a hit in more
ways than just a fun vacation.
Why the Santa Maria Valley for California agritourism? For three

California agritourism in the Santa Maria Valley

reasons: diversity of farm experiences; wonderful, welcoming

The Santa Maria Valley is located about 2.5 hours north of Los

people; and it’s gorgeous. Just keep reading...

Angeles and about a half hour south of San Luis Obispo. With

What is agritourism?
We love agritourism because it’s a very different way to explore
and learn. If you’re not familiar, agritourism is the approach

the ample sunshine and cool coastal air funneling up the valley,
it’s an ideal place for growing countless crops, particularly
grapes. And cabbage. And cutting-flowers. Everything.

of tourism through the lens of farming and agriculture. It’s

Santa Maria Valley Wine Country

visiting and interacting with farmers and experiencing both

Someday we’ll get to do a trip through the Santa Maria Valley

the work and the joy of farming. One of the biggest benefits

wine country that’s dedicated to vineyards and wine tasting.

of agritourism with kids is helping them see and understand

It’s so easy though to add it to a California agritourism

where their food comes from.

itinerary though; it’s super simple to make a short visit to any

Tip:

a good conversation to have with kids is regarding

number of wineries.

sustainability and organic farming and labeling. When you start

Something awesome to look for when visiting Santa

visiting farms and vineyards, you’ll see signs and you’ll hear

Maria Valley wineries are notes and signage about their

farmers talking about what they do to ensure they’re growing

sustainability and water conservation.

the best produce possible, so it’s nice to lay some groundwork.
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Tips for wine tasting with kids
•

We have a few recommendations for kid-

I’ll be honest that the most enjoyable wine tasting happens

friendly wineries in the Santa Maria Valley:

when you don’t have kiddos with you, but there are ways

• Presqu’ile Winery—Santa Maria—estate winery
with vineyard onsite, tasting room, limited food
menu available, outdoor space for relaxing
with the family. Horseshoes and bocci ball are
available to add a level of fun and relaxation to
the visit.

to make a winery visit fun for them too. Wine making is all
about science! When visiting a winery, particularly one that
has a vineyard or production facility attached, there are lots
of interesting steps to winemaking that kids will enjoy. From
stomping the grapes (seasonal, in fall) to touring cellars and
wine caves, wine tasting can be very family fritendly.

Tip: if you happen to be a member, there’s a nice
private patio with lounge space and Foosball
away from the weekend crowds.
• Cottonwood Canyon Vineyard—Santa Maria—
part of the Foxen Canyon Wine trail, the first
wine caves in the region are here (really cool with
kids).
• Ca’ del Grevino—Los Olivos tasting room, Santa
Maria vineyard—the Los Olivos tasting room is
just outside of Santa Maria which makes it easy
to visit in the afternoon on your way in or out of
town.
Tip: get a tasting platter to share with the kids.

Tip:
• Prepare your own kid-friendly tasting in advance (apples,
cheese, juice)

Droughts are no joke and you’ll no doubt hear about them if
you’re exploring California agritourism, so hearing what the
individual farms and vineyards are doing to conserve water
and manage their resources appropriately is really cool. For
example, Presqu’ile Winery participates in the SIP Certified
program: Sustainability In Practice.

• Choose a winery that notes kid or family friendly on their
website (call for details)
• Bring an activity for the kids—we bring coloring books or a
travel journal for them
• Invite your kids to ask questions of staff, particularly the
farmers or winemakers

Santa Maria Valley wine highlights include some kickin’

With a little planning wine tasting with kids can be really

Pinot Noirs and Dolcettos. Due to the climate (remember the

easy and add an element of fun for adults on a California

cool air I mentioned) and the terroir (said terr-wah), the area

agritourism trip.

produces some delicious cool climate grapes in addition to
the standard cabs and chardonnays. If you get the chance to
taste a variety of Pinot Noirs side by side, you may instantly
feel like a certified sommelier, just because the wines can
vary so greatly all within the same appellation.

For the full story of family-friendly agritourism
adventures, read the entire article at:
2traveldads.com/california-agritourism-santa-maria-valley

Wine Country | #SantaMariaStyle
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OPEN YOUR EARS TO

THE SOUNDS OF
SANTA MARIA
In the Santa Maria Valley, we know nothing pairs

The Great American Melodrama and Vaudeville

together better than wine and live entertainment—

Recognized for its sawdust-covered floors, cabaret tables,

be it music, stand up comedy or theater.

and actors from across the country, The Great American

Here, you can enjoy live music or comedy shows while

entertainment, making it the perfect place for any night out

indulging in farm-to-table cuisine, award-winning wines

on the town. Enjoy in-house restaurant options as you laugh

and delicious craft beers. If you’re looking beyond live music

the night away watching an unforgettable performance.

or comedy, you’re in luck. It’s always theater season in this

Melodrama and Vaudeville offers quality interactive

region. From comedies to dramas to musicals, you can enjoy

Santa Maria Civic Theatre

live performances in open-air venues by our best coastal

Founded in 1959, the Santa Maria Civic Theatre is the first

actors for a night of endless fun at the following venues:

organization in the area to offer year-round live theater
performances. With more than 200 productions under
its belt, the Santa Maria Civic Theatre is one of the oldestrunning continuous community theaters between Ventura
and Monterey.

The Santa Maria Philharmonic Society
The Santa Maria Philharmonic Society is our region’s
professional orchestra in residence. This symphony orchestra
offers excellent classical music concerts for music lovers,
as well as special programs for kids and families. The
Philharmonic hits all the high notes with classical concerts
each season.

PCPA (Pacific Conservatory of the Performing Arts)
For more than 50 years, the PCPA (Pacific Conservatory
Theatre of the Performing Arts) has served the Central Coast
with a broad variety of work — from Shakespeare to Broadway
musicals, guests will experience performances that are
nothing short of excellent. With year-round entertainment,
PCPA offers a must-visit theater experience for both locals and
visitors. You can watch shows at the original PCPA theater in
Santa Maria or at the Solvang Festival Theater.
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Weekly Live Music
Whether you’re in the mood for a glass of Pinot or a cold IPA,
the Santa Maria Valley has something special to satisfy your
taste buds and your ears. Presqu’ile, Costa de Oro, FOXEN,
CORE, Vino et Amicis and other local wine tasting rooms
have frequent live music. Naughty Oak Brewing Company
and Blast 825 Brewery also have live shows.

For a full list of upcoming events, visit:
SantaMariaValley.com/events

SANTA MARIA VALLEY
WINE TROLLEY
Kicking off mid-May, the Santa Maria Valley wine
trolley runs in a loop visiting a handful of the Santa
Maria Valley’s most popular wineries every Saturday
and Sunday through mid-October. The route takes
approximately 60 minutes, and allows passengers to
step on and off at their convenience. Cost is $10 per
person in advance and $18 per person at the trolley.

.

For more information on the wine trolley, visit
SantaMariaValley.com/winetrolley

Welcome to the Hampton Inn & Suites
Santa Maria, where free WIFI, free hot
breakfast, and our fresh & clean
Hampton Beds are waiting for you!
2190 Preisker Lane
Santa Maria, CA 93458
Oﬃce: +1 (805) 424-1414
Fax: +1 (805) 314-2223
Hampton.com

Stay with us at

SANTA MARIA’S LARGEST
FULL SERVICE HOTEL
• Newly Renovated
• 207 rooms and suites with complimentary WiFi
• Over 1,800 sq ft in meeting space.
• Onsite Restaurant offers daily breakfast and dinner
• Brand new Marketplace - open 24 hours
• Fitness Center & Business Center
• Outdoor Heated Pool
• Free guest parking & bus parking
2100 N Broadway, Santa Maria, CA 93454 / (805) 928-6000 / hisantamariahotel.com

Happening Here | #SantaMariaStyle
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WHAT ’ S HAPPENING IN SANTA MARIA VALLEY

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

AIRSHOWS
OCTOBER
Central Coast AirFest
Santa Maria Public Airport
centralcoastairfest.com

MAY

SEPTEMBER

West Coast Kustoms Crusin’
Nationals Car Show & Cruise
West Coast Kustoms
westcoastkustoms.com
(951) 488-0413

JUNE		

BEER EVENTS
OCTOBER
Santa Maria Valley Beerfest
(805) 720-5342

CAR SHOWS

Elks Car Show		
Elks Lodge #1538
santamariaelks.org
(805) 922-1538

JULY
Bent Axles Car Show & BBQ
Bent Axles Car Club
bentaxles.net
(805) 937-2247

MARCH			

AUGUST

St. Patrick’s Day Car Show

North/South Run
(Classic Truck Show)

St. Louis de Montfort Church
kofc11137.com
(805) 878-1739
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Historic Santa Maria Inn
pickupslimited.com
(951) 237-1570

All Ford Car Show
& Swap Meet

Santa Maria Ford A’s Club
santamariamodelaclub.com
(805) 598-8133

Cruzin’ for Life Car Show
& Cruise
Cruzin’ for Life
cruzinforlife.net
(805) 937-8008

CONCERTS
Chumash Casino Resort
chumashcasino.com
(800) 248-6274
Concerts offered year round.

CYCLING EVENTS
JULY
The Windmill Century
Bike Ride

Tailwinds Bike Club of Santa Maria
tailwindsofsantamariabc.org
(909) 240-7093

Santa Barbara County Fair
Santa Maria Fairpark
santamariafairpark.com
(805) 925-8824

OCTOBER
Dia De Los Muertos Festival
Veteran’s Memorial Cultural Building
www.cityofsantamaria.org
(805) 925-0951 ext. 2349

PARADES
MAY

Solvang Festival Theater

solvangfestivaltheater.org
805-686-1789
The outdoor theater operates June
through October.

The Great American Melodrama

FESTIVALS

americanmelodrama.com
(805) 489-2499
Offers shows year round.

APRIL
Family Kite Festival
Santa Maria Valley Discovery Museum
smvdiscoverymuseum.org
(805) 928-8414

TOURNAMENTS
JUNE
Jr. Grand Prix Tennis Tournament
Santa Maria Elks
Rodeo & Parade

Central Coast Tennis
centralcoasttennis.net
(805) 937-3222

DECEMBER 		

SEPTEMBER
Santa Maria Open
Tennis Tournament

Santa Maria Elks Recreation, Inc.
elksrec.com
(805) 925-4125

Santa Maria Christmas
Parade of Lights
Rotary Clubs of Santa Maria
smparadeoflights.org
(805) 680-0071

Santa Maria Brews + Cues
BBQ Festival
facebook.com/smbbqfestival

Strawberry Festival
Santa Maria Fairpark
santamariafairpark.com
(805) 925-8824

MAY
Vintners Festival

Santa Barbara County Vintners Association
sbvintnersweekend.com
(805) 688-0881		

JULY
Obon Festival

Veteran’s Memorial Cultural Building
guadalupebuddhistchurch.org
(805) 837-9027

Orcutt Annual
Christmas Parade

Old Town Orcutt Revitalization Association
oldtownorcutt.org
(805) 937-4252

THEATER
Pacific Conservatory Theatre
pcpa.org
(805) 922-8313
Offers shows year round.

Santa Maria Civic Theatre
smct.org
(805) 922-4442
Offers shows year round.

Central Coast Tennis
centralcoasttennis.net
(805) 937-3222

WINE EVENTS
MAY–OCTOBER
Santa Maria Wine Trolley
santamariavalley.com/winetrolley
(805) 925-2403

JUNE				
Foxen Canyon Wine Trail’s
Summer Sipping
foxencanyonwinetrail.net
(805) 937-8507

DECEMBER
Foxen Canyon Wine Trail’s
Christmas on the Trail
foxencanyonwinetrail.net
(805) 937-8507

For a full list of upcoming events, visit:
SantaMariaValley.com/events

Happening Here | #SantaMariaStyle
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EAT AND DRINK

2

BRING YOUR APPETITE AND FOLLOW

7

5

6
8

THE TACO TRAIL
3

4

S McClelland St

10
11 9

t

Dazzle your taste buds with the 13
Santa Maria Valley Taco Trail. From al pastor to shrimp tacos, the Santa Maria Valley has undeniably

128

mouthwatering tacos, straight
14 from every taco lover’s dreams. The Taco Trail showcases a variety of restaurants and taquerias in the

1.

TACO TRAIL LOCATIONS

1. La Picosita Restaurant
923 N. Broadway, Santa Maria, CA
la-picosita.cafes-city.com

2.

135

2. Taqueria Carmelita #1
809 N. Broadway, Suite F, Santa Maria, CA

3.

15

N Broadway

ell Rd

Blosser Rd

area that offer flavorful options, proving that there’s a taco perfect for everyone every day of the week (and not just on Tuesdays!).

3. Taqueria Guerrero
123 W. Main St., Santa Maria, CA
taqueriaguerrero.net

16
17

101

1
2

4. 4. Maya Mexican Restaurant

E Betteravia Rd

5.

18
5. Las Brisas Mexican Food
315 W. Main St., Santa Maria, CA

Main St

11

10

6. 6. 805 Tacos

S Broadway

128

7. Lo Mejor de Jalisco Mexican
and Seafood Restaurant

8. 8. Taqueria Carmelita #2
306 S. Blosser Rd., Santa Maria, CA

9. 9. Mariscos Ensenada

E Stowell Rd

1127 W. Main St., Santa Maria, CA

10. 10. El Toro Tortilleria II

3
4
13
14

E Morrison Ave

Blosser Rd

116 Blosser Rd., Santa Maria, CA

5

6
8

7

1018 W. Main St., Santa Maria, CA
805tacos.com

7.

9

15
135

1135 W. Main St., Santa Maria, CA

11. 11. El Herradero

16
17

214 N. Blosser Rd., Santa Maria, CA

12. 12. El Pueblito Restaurant
603 S. Blosser Rd., Santa Maria, CA

13. 13. Taco Ranchero

E Betteravia Rd

108 E. Jones St., Santa Maria, CA
tacoranchero.com

18

14. 14. El Palenque Mexican Restaurant
715 S. Broadway, Santa Maria, CA

1610 McClelland St., Santa Maria, CA

17. 17. Casa Mañana Mexican Restaurant
1640 S. Broadway, Santa Maria, CA

18. 18. Angeles de Puebla Restaurante
2255 S. Broadway, Santa Maria, CA
angelesdepuebla.com

19. 19. Cielito Lindo Mexican Grill
1130 E. Clark Ave., Santa Maria, CA
cielitolindomexgrill.com
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19

101

E Clark Ave

S Broadway

16. 16. Taqueria La Coqueta

S Bradley Rd

15. 15. Taqueria Salsa Brava
1206 S. Broadway, Santa Maria, CA
taqueriasalsabravasm.com

S McClelland St

110 S. Lincoln St., Santa Maria, CA
mayamexicankitchen.com

101

Marian Regional
Medical Center received
an “A” for patient safety.
Once again, Marian Regional Medical Center is recognized as one of the safest
hospitals in the nation. Marian is also the only hospital in Santa Barbara
County to receive an “A” safety rating. To see the hospital’s full grade,
visit hospitalsafetygrade.org.

Eat and Drink | #SantaMariaStyle
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LIGHT THE GRILL AND BRING HOME
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Known for exceptional wine and traditional Santa
Maria Style Barbecue, it’s no question that the Santa
Maria Valley has delicious culinary traditions that
prove good taste never goes out of style.
Now, you can bring a taste of the Valley home to your very
own kitchen. Inside our Santa Maria Style Cookbook, you’ll
find recipes for every facet of an authentic Santa Maria Style
Barbecue spread: tangy Santa Maria Style salsa, pinquito
beans, simple Santa Maria green salad, buttery garlic bread,
and Santa Maria Style tri-tip.
Santa Maria Style barbecue has been dubbed the nation’s
“fifth style” of barbecue, among the regions of Texas,
Carolinas, Memphis and Kansas City. Our style has been
around since the mid 1800s, when Spanish settlers set foot
in the region. Over the years, Santa Maria Style Barbecue has
grown in popularity because of its unique, somewhat smoky
flavor and seasoning. The recipe was perfected in the 1950s
and copyrighted by the Santa Maria Chamber of Commerce
to preserve the tradition’s integrity.
Bring this delicious and historic dish to your dinner table.
With a simple dry rub of kosher salt, granulated garlic and
ground pepper that only takes a couple minutes to prepare,
this signature dish gets its oaky taste from being directly and
indirectly slow-roasted over open fires of native red oak. Just
as the vaqueros (cowboys) and local ranchers ate this meal
more than a century ago, Santa Maria Style Barbecue is best
when paired with its original side dishes, including garlic
bread dipped in butter, chunky salsa and a simple green
salad. We also serve tri-tip with pinquito beans, a small pink
bean that natively grows on the Central Coast.

Authentic Santa Maria Style Pinquito Beans
You’ll Need:
• 1 pound pinquito beans

• ¼ cup red chile sauce

• 1 strip bacon, diced

• 1 tablespoon dry mustard

• ½ cup ham, diced

• 1 teaspoon salt

• 1 clove garlic, minced

• 1 tablespoon sugar

• ¾ cup tomato puree

To Prepare Your Pinquito Beans:
• Place the dry beans in a strainer and remove any stones.
• Rinse beans and place them in a pot. Fill with water, and
allow beans to soak overnight.
• Drain beans through a strainer, then place back in a pot with
fresh water.
• Simmer over low-medium heat for 2 hours or until tender.
• In a separate pan, sauté bacon and ham until lightly browned.
• Add garlic to ham and bacon; sauté 1 to 2 minutes longer.
• Add tomato puree, chile sauce, sugar, mustard and salt
to pan with ham and bacon. Stir and let combine for 2-3
minutes over low-medium heat. Remove from heat.
• Drain most of liquid off beans and then stir in the sauce.
Simmer all together for 30 minutes. Keep warm until ready
to serve.
Check out all of the recipes that make a full Santa Maria
Style meal at: SantaMariaValley.com/cookbook
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For a full list of wineries, breweries and restaurants, visit: SantaMariaValley.com/eat-and-drink

WINERIES
Bien Nacido &
Solomon Hills Estates
2963 Grand Ave., Suite B
Los Olivos, CA
biennacidoestate.com
(805) 318-6640

Ca’ Del Grevino
Estate & Winery

2510 E Clark Ave.
Santa Maria, CA
grevino.com
(805) 621-5889
*By appointment only

Cambria Winery & Vineyard
5475 Chardonnay Ln.
Santa Maria, CA
cambriawines.com
(805) 938-7318

cnagy Wine Tasting
145 S Gray St., Ste. 103
Orcutt, CA
nagywines.com
(805) 286-7228

CORE Winery

130 N. Broadway, Suite A
Orcutt, CA
corewine.com
(805) 937-1600

Costa De Oro Winery
1331 S Nicholson Ave.
Santa Maria, CA
cdowinery.com
(805) 922-1468

Cottonwood Canyon Winery
3940 Dominion Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
cottonwoodcanyon.com
(805) 937-8463
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FOXEN

Rancho Sisquoc Winery

foxen 7200 AKA The Shack

Ranchos de Ontiveros
at The Station

7600 Foxen Canyon Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
foxenvineyard.com
(805) 937-4251

7200 Foxen Canyon Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
foxenvineyard.com
(805) 937-4251 ext. 201

Foxen Canyon Wine Trail
7600 Foxen Canyon Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
foxencanyonwinetrail.net
(805) 937-8507

J. Wilkes

2963 Grand Ave.
Los Olivos, CA
jwilkes.com
(805) 318-6680

Kita Wines		

300 North 12th St., Unit 1A
Lompoc, CA
kitawines.com
(805) 819-1372

Martian Ranch
and Vineyard

9110 Alisos Canyon Rd.			
Los Alamos, CA				
martianvineyard.com 		
(805) 344-1804

Old Town Market
405 E Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA
oldtownmarket.net
(805) 937-5619

Presqu’ile Winery
5391 Presquile Dr.
Santa Maria, CA
presquilewine.com
(805) 937-8110

6600 Foxen Canyon Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
ranchosisquoc.com
(805) 934-4332

346 Bell St.
Los Alamos, CA 93440
ranchosdeontiveros.com
(805) 344-1960

Riverbench Vineyard
& Winery
6020 Foxen Canyon Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
riverbench.com
(805) 937-8340

Vino et Amicis Wine Bar
165 S. Broadway St., Suite 101
Orcutt, CA
vinoetamicis.com
(805) 631-0496

BREWERIES
Blast 825 Brewery

241 S Broadway St., Ste. 101
Santa Maria, CA
blastbrewery.com
(805) 934-3777

Naughty Oak Brewing Co.
165 S. Broadway, Suite 102
Santa Maria, CA
naughtyoak.com
(805) 287-9663

Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.
& Pizzeria
500 E. Betteravia Rd., Ste. A
Santa Maria, CA
figmtnbrew.com/taprooms/santa-maria
(805) 925-7992

Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.
Arroyo Grande

1462 E. Grand Ave
Arroyo Grande, CA
figmtnbrew.com/taprooms/arroyo-grande
(805) 474-8225

DINING
“A” Street Café

2445 A St.
Santa Maria, CA
vtc-sm.org/the-a-street-cafe
(805) 928-5000 x337

Al Pho

1201 E. Main St.
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 478-2668

Anthony’s Sports Bar

859 Guadalupe St.
Guadalupe, CA
facebook.com/AnthonysSportsBar
(805) 219-0977

Black Bear Diner
335 E. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
blackbeardiner.com
(805) 354-7701

Blast 825 Brewery

241 S Broadway St., Ste. 101
Santa Maria, CA
blastbrewery.com
(805) 934-3777

Burgerim SM

3564 Skyway Dr., Suite A
Santa Maria, CA
burgerim.com/our-locations/santa-maria
(805) 314-2779

Buffalo Wild Wings
795 E. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
buffalowildwings.com
(805) 354-0464

California Hot Dog Co.

Cisko Kid Los Alamos

Dunkin’ Donuts

Coffee A La Cart

El Pueblito Restaurant

346 Bell St.
Los Alamos, CA 93440
thestationlosalamos.com
(805) 344-1960

Mobile Coffee Service
Santa Maria, CA
thecoffeealacart.com
(805) 598-9128

603 S. Blosser Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 349-1088

Cool Hand Luke’s

1135 W. Main St.
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 614-0027

1321 Nicholson Ave.
Santa Maria, CA
coolhandlukes.com
(805) 928-6196

Cracker Barrel Old
Country Store
905 E. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
crackerbarrel.com
(805) 346-1128

Crème De La Ice Cream
1102 E. Clark Ave., Suite #110
Orcutt, CA
cremedelaicecream.com
(805) 539-3881

Crumbles Café
& Bake Shop
1635 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 925-0860

Cubanissimo Cuban
Coffee House & Café

4869 S. Bradley Rd., Suite #118
Orcutt, CA
cubanissimocafe.com
(805) 428-2266

Cugini’s Pizzeria
& Trattoria

230 E. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
weezie6.wixsite.com/cuginis
(805) 346-1777

Del Taco #89

Waller Park, Waller Ln.
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 260-0429

1565 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
deltaco.com
(805) 925-1730

Carniceria El Matador

Del Taco #833

101 N. Depot St., Suite B
Santa Maria, CA
facebook.com/elmatadormeat
(805) 928-8576

1816 N. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
deltaco.com
(805) 349-7352

Chick-fil-A

Denny’s Restaurant

605 E. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
cfaenosranch.com
(805) 347-1044

1019 E. Main St.
Santa Maria, CA
dennys.com
(805) 922-3153

Cielito Lindo Restaurant

Doc Burnstein’s Ice Cream

1130 E. Clark Ave., Suite 160
Orcutt, CA
facebook.com/CielitoLindoMexGrill
(805) 938-7958

1486 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
dunkindonuts.com
(805) 550-0939

725. E. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
docburnsteins.com
(805) 614-7644

El Toro Tortilleria II

Far Western Tavern
300 E Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA
farwesterntavern.com
(805) 937-2211

Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.
& Pizzeria
500 E. Betteravia Rd., Ste. A
Santa Maria, CA
figmtnbrew.com/taprooms/santa-maria
(805) 925-7992

Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.
Arroyo Grande
1462 E. Grand Ave
Arroyo Grande, CA
figmtnbrew.com/taprooms/arroyo-grande
(805) 474-8225

Gina’s Piece of Cake
307 Town Center East
Santa Maria, CA
ginaspieceofcake.com
(805) 922-7866

Hitching Post

3325 Point Sal Rd.
Casmalia, CA
hitchingpost1.com
(805) 937-6151

Jack’s Restaurant

156 S. Broadway, Suite C
Orcutt, CA
jacksoldtownorcutt.com
(805) 937-1871

Kentucky Fried Kitchen
2207 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
kfc.com
(805) 925-8382

Klondike Pizza
2059 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
klondikepizza.com
(805) 348-3667

La Tradicional
Ice Cream Shop

1131 W. Main St., Suite C
Santa Maria, CA
facebook.com/LaTradicionalSantaMaria
(805) 346-2030
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La Tradicional
Ice Cream Shop

530 E. Betteravia Rd., Suite B-2
Santa Maria, CA
facebook.com/LaTradicionalSantaMaria
(805) 332-3636

Lidos

Santa Maria Food Truck
Santa Maria, CA
lidosconcessions.com
(805) 345-5264

Mariscos Ensenada
Seafood Restaurant

1127 W. Main St., Suite C
Santa Maria, CA
facebook.com/mariscosensenda
(805) 922-9095

Maya Restaurant

110 S. Lincoln St., Ste 106
Santa Maria, CA
mayamexicankitchen.com
(805) 287-9920

Moxie Café

1317 W. McCoy Ln.
Santa Maria, CA
themoxiecafe.com
(805) 361-2900

Moxie Café Express
421 S. McClelland St.
Santa Maria, CA
themoxiecafe.com
(805) 862-4976

Old Town Cups and Crumbs
Coffee Shop and Homestyle Bakery
156 Broadway St., Unit B
Orcutt, CA
cupsandcrumbsoldtown.com
(805) 623-5973

Old Town Market
405 E. Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA
oldtownmarket.net
(805) 937-5619

Olive Garden

1210 S. Bradley Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
olivegarden.com
(805) 922-8809

Panera Bread

540 E. Betteravia Rd., Suite B-1
Santa Maria, CA
panerabread.com
(805) 349-9800

Pappy’s Restaurant
1275 E. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 922-3553

Pepper Garcia’s
3301 Terminal Dr.
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 928-4088
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Pizzeria Bello Forno
119 E. Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA
belloforno.com
(805) 863-6321		

Portabella Bar & Grill

2100 N. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
hisantamariahotel.com/amenities/dining
(805) 928-6000

Pure Natural Juice Bar

3480 Orcutt Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
facebook.com/PureNaturalJuiceBar
(805) 361-0250

Rancho Grill

128 E. Donovan Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
ranchobowl.com
(805) 925-2405

Ricky’s House of Pizza
4869 S. Bradley Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
rickyshouseofpizza.com
(805) 938-1126

Root 246

420 Alisal Rd.
Solvang, CA
root-246.com
(805) 686-8681

Round Table Pizza
2508 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
roundtablepizza.com
(805) 614-4466

Shaw’s Famous Steakhouse

Taqueria Carmelita #2
306 S. Blosser Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 260-6189

The Century Room Restaurant
801 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
santamariainn.com
(805) 928-7777

The Garden Mediterranean
Restaurant & Café
122 E. Boone St.
Santa Maria, CA
thegardensm.com
(805) 347-1112

The Pantry on Park
726 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 739-8895

The 1880 Union Saloon
362 Bell St.
Los Alamos, CA 93440
1880union.com
(805) 344-2744

Trattoria Uliveto
285. S. Broadway St.
Orcutt, CA
trattoriauliveto.com
(805) 934-0337

Vintner’s Grill

3455 Skyway Dr.
Santa Maria, CA
radisson.com/santamariaca
(805) 928-8000

Willows Restaurant

714 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 925-5862

3400 E. Hwy 246
Santa Ynez, CA
chumashcasino.com
(805) 686-0855

Spencer’s Market

Woody’s Butcher Block

3580 Orcutt Rd.
Orcutt, CA
spencersfreshmarkets.com
(805) 937-3702

Starry Sky Coffee

801 S. Bradley Rd. (Student Center)
Santa Maria, CA
starryskycoffee.com
(805) 310-4183

Straw Hat Pizza
1822 N. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
strawhatpizza.com
(805) 347-1942

Subway

4854 S. Bradley Rd.
Santa Maria, CA
subway.com
(805) 354-5554

Taqueria Carmelita #1
809 N. Broadway, Suite F
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 260-6189

700 E. Main St., Suite 104
Santa Maria, CA
woodysbutcherblock.com
(805) 354-0213

Yogurt Creations
2415 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 934-4969

FEAST YOUR EYES ON

RESTAURANT MONTH

Santa Maria Valley Restaurant Month is the perfect time to prepare your palate for local fare and lovely
libations #SantaMariaStyle.
Every January during California Restaurant Month, Santa Maria

The 2020 Craft Cocktail Contest celebrates mixologists and

Valley propels food and drink to next-level status. Beloved

their craft. Each artisanal cocktail represents the culture of each

restaurants, wineries and breweries offer up everything from

participating bar and restaurant. Every element showcases

wine pairings to tastings and special menu items.

house-made ingredients or is tailored specifically to represent

Visitors can savor dishes such as a cuban grilled chicken at
The Century Room inside The Historic Santa Maria Inn or

the heart and soul of the establishment. An overall winner will
be selected as well as a People’s Choice award.

sample a charcuterie box and a glass of vino at cnagy Wines.

California is the No. 1 destination for food-loving travelers

Whether it be Santa Maria Style Barbecue, pizza, enchiladas

in the U.S. Santa Maria Valley is no exception, boasting the

or a tasting flight, there is sure to be something to wrap your

region’s bounty for all visitors to experience. Don’t miss out

taste buds around. In 2020, all participants will be offering

on this once-a-year culinary showcase.

something delicious for $20.20.

To view the participating restaurants, visit:
SantaMariaValley.com/restaurantmonth

Eat and Drink | #SantaMariaStyle

43

STAY WITH US

STAY IN SANTA MARIA

SANTA MARIA LODGING

PHONE

ADDRESS

WEBSITE

Best Western Plus Big America

(805) 922-5200

1725 N. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
bestwestern

Buckboard Motor Lodge

(805) 925-8681

1620 S. Broadway,
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
buckboard

Candlewood Suites

(805) 928-4155

2079 N. Roemer Ct.
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
candlewoodsuites

Colonial Motel

(805) 925-8601

1866 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
colonialmotel

Days Inn

(805) 925-2551

839 E. Main St.
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
daysinn

DeVille Motel

(805) 925-5995

719 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93456

santamariavalley.com/
moteldeville

Economy Inn

(805) 928-1924

607 N. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
economyinn

Fairfield Inn & Suites

(805) 925-8500

2061 N. Roemer Ct.
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
fairfield

Hampton Inn & Suites

(805) 424-1414

2190 Preisker Ln.
Santa Maria, CA 93458

santamariavalley.com/
hamptoninn

Historic Santa Maria Inn

(805) 928-7777

801 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
santamariainn

Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites

(805) 928-6000

2100 N. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
holidayinn

Holiday Motel

(805) 925-2497

605 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
holidaymotel

Motel 6 North

(805) 928-8111

2040 N. Preisker Ln.
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
motel6north

Motel 6 South

(805) 922-4505

1007 E. Main St.
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
motel6south

Palms Motor Motel

(805) 925-6562

221 W. Main St.
Santa Maria, CA 93458

santamariavalley.com/
palmsmotor

Radisson Hotel Santa Maria

(805) 928-8000

3455 Skyway Dr.
Santa Maria, CA 93455

santamariavalley.com/
radisson

Solaire Inn & Suites

(805) 614-7062

1995 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
solaireinn

Town & Country Inn

(805) 925-2556

2250 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
towncountry

Travelodge Inn & Suites

(805) 922-2123

1514 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
travelodge

Villa Motel

(805) 925-8734

1204 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
villamotel

Western Motel

(805) 922-0421

1309 N. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

santamariavalley.com/
westernmotel
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AAA
BREAKFAST DINING
RATED

EVENT
RV / BUS
FACILITIES PARKING

PETS

NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES

PHONE

ADDRESS

WEBSITE

1880 Union Hotel

(805) 344-2744

362 Bell St.
Los Alamos, CA 93440

1880union.com

Chumash Casino Resort

(805) 686-0855

3400 CA-246
Santa Ynez, CA 93460

santamariavalley.com/
chumashcasinoresort

Edgewater Inn & Suites

(805) 773-4811

280 Wadsworth Ave.
Pismo Beach, CA 93449

edgewater-inn.com

Hadsten House Inn

(805) 773-4608

1450 Mission Dr.
Solvang, CA 93463

santamariavalley.com/
hadstenhouseinn

Hotel Corque

(805) 688-8000

400 Alisal Rd.
Solvang, CA 93463

santamariavalley.com/
hotelcorque

SeaCrest OceanFront Hotel

(805) 773-3715

2241 Price St.
Pismo Beach, CA 93449

seacrestpismo.com

Wine Stone Inn

(805) 332-3532

255 W. Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA 93455

santamariavalley.com/
winestoneinn

AAA
RATED

BREAKFAST

DINING

EVENT
RV / BUS
FACILITIES PARKING

PETS

Limited Vacancy Properties: Plaza Motel, Broadway Motel, Mission Hotel, Broadway Eleven, Valley Motel, Santa Maria Cottages, Fountain Motel, Restwell
Motel and Laura Lodge.
			

For additional lodging information, visit: SantaMariaValley.com/hotels-motels
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Machining

Culinary Arts

Fire Science

Viticulture/Enology

CAREERS
START HERE
www.hancockcollege.edu/cte
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Choose from dozens of
programs that will get
you trained and into the
workforce right here on the
Central Coast.

#SantaMariaStyle
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SANTA MARIA
PUBLIC AIRPORT DISTRICT

