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From the Saddle to the Skies: Santa Maria Events
Receive National Recognition

Central Coast Airfest accepts the Pinnacle Platinum Award for
best Small Civilian Air Show from the International Council of Air
Shows.
From fundraisers and auction dinners to
festivals, concerts and more, it’s hard to find
a week where there’s aren’t a number of great
events happening in Santa Maria.
Recently, two major local events – the
Santa Maria Elks Rodeo and the Central
Coast Airfest - received national recognition
for putting on programs that truly excelled
in their industries and provided value and
entertainment to the Santa Maria Valley.
Central Coast Airfest awarded the first
place Pinnacle Platinum Award for best
Small Civilian Air Show
The 2018 Central Coast Airfest was
recently awarded the first place Pinnacle

The Santa Maria Elks Rodeo accepts the Justin Best Footing Award
at the 2018 WPRA Star Celebration as part of the National Finals
Rodeo in December in Las Vegas, Nevada

Platinum Award for best Small Civilian Air
Show category in 2018 by the International
Council of Air Shows (ICAS).
The
award was presented at the annual ICAS
convention in Las Vegas on December
5th to Chris Kunkle, Airfest Committee
chairman, Christ Hastert, Santa Maria
Airport General Manager, and Henry Behel,
Producer and Director of the Airfest’s video,
The Inventor’s Dream, that was part of the
award nomination package.
“We were absolutely thrilled to have been
chosen as the top civilian airshow by ICAS,
particularly since this was our first airshow”
said Chris Kunkle. “We could not have
done this without the tremendous support

of the airport district, volunteers, and our
great sponsors.
ICAS, founded in 1967, is a trade
association of industry professionals who
protect and promote airshows in North
America. It provides information to air
show sponsors and pilots; promotes safety
at all aviation events, and works with
government agencies to develop air show
safety standards. The ICAS Pinnacle Awards
program seeks to showcase professionalism,
innovation in problem solving, and overall
excellence in all air show operations and
management.
The Platinum and Gold Pinnacle Award
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recipients are selected for each of the
following categories: Small Civilian Air
Shows (less than 15,000 spectators), MidSize Civilian Air Shows (more than 15,000,
less than 35,000 spectators), Large Civilian
Air Shows (more than 35,000 spectators),
Military Air Shows/Open Houses, Civilian
Performers, Military Performers and
Support Service Providers. All entries
are judged by a panel of air show industry
subject matter experts. They base their
assessment on areas such as improving the
long-term sustainability of the air show, and
generate increased interest in aviation or
careers in science, technology, engineering
and math. They also look at how successfully
the airshow is run and achieves its stated
purposes.
Plans for the 2019 Central Coast Airfest,
scheduled for October 12 & 13th are already
underway, and the U.S. Air Force Viper
Demo Team (www.acc.af.mil/home/aerialevents/F16-Viper/) has committed as the
premier air demonstration team for the
event.

The Santa Maria Elks Roads draws an impressive crowd every year and brings in talent
from across the country.
“The WPRA Best Footing Award means a
lot to all of the volunteers who have worked
very hard over the past few years to get the
dirt in optimal condition. “In 2017 we were
awarded a soil grant from the WPRA to
research the mixture of soil elements in our
arena soil. That report enabled us to make
the necessary adjustments needed to reach
optimal success” stated Tina Tonascia, Chief
Operations Officer.
“Looks like we got
it right as indicated by some of the fastest

times we’ve seen from 2018 Barrel Racers
in Santa Maria in a long time” stated Joey
Silva, Arena Preparation Chairman. “Many
other businesses and volunteers stepped up
to assist us with the potion that made it all
happen” he continued.
The Justin Best Footing Award marks the
second award Santa Maria Elks Rodeo has
received in recent years from the WPRA. In
2015, WPRA bestowed the honor of voting
Continued on p.3

Santa Maria Elks Rodeo wins WPRA’s
Justin Boots Best Footing Award
Santa Maria Elks Rodeo was honored
as the recipient of the Justin Best Footing
Award at the 2018 WPRA Star Celebration
as part of the National Finals Rodeo in
December in Las Vegas, Nevada.
The Women’s Professional Rodeo
Association (WPRA) and Justin Boot
Company
recognizes
Rodeo Committees in
each of the 12 designated
rodeo
circuits
that
put forth extra effort
to ensure their rodeo
had the safest, most
consistent
ground
conditions throughout
the entire rodeo to
provide a safe and level
playing field for the barrel
racing
competition.
Santa Maria Elks Rodeo
took first place in the
California
Circuit,
bringing home not only
the title, but a $1,000
cash award, plaque and
a certificate for a pair of
Justin Smooth Ostrich or
The Canadian Snowbirds were the headlining act at Central Coast Airfest’s inaugural event in 2018.
Lizard Boots.
2

Continued from p. 2
Santa Maria Elks Rodeo the Best Mediumsized Rodeo of the Year.
Santa Maria Elks Rodeo takes place the
first weekend of June and planning has
already begun for the 76th Anniversary. Be
sure to mark your calendars now for May 30
- June 2, 2019.
Events like the Central Coast Airfest and
the Santa Maria Elks Rodeo showcase the
talent and passion people have for giving
back to the community by providing high
quality, local entertainment to benefit our
local economy.
“The Elks Rodeo has provided countless

programs that benefit our community in
immeasurable ways. From our Queen
Contest which has distributed over $12
million to youth recreation, to our most
recent partnership with the Golden Circle of
Champions program benefiting Childhood
Cancer, the Rodeo is a crucial player in
giving back to it’s community,” explained
Tina Tonascia, Chief Operations Officer for
the Santa Maria Elks Rodeo.
“The great thing about the Rodeo and
other local events is the way we can bring
our community together and not just
provide entertainment and enjoyment for
locals, but also support our local economy

and raise money to truly make an impact on
others.”
You can learn more about the 2019
Central Coast Airfest by visiting www.
centralcoastairfest.com, and the 2019 Santa
Mara Elks Rodeo at www.elksrec.com.
From the saddle to the skies, Santa Maria
has lots to look forward to in 2019!

Top
Three Reasons
WinterArticle?
Blood Donations are Needed
Restaurant
Month
donors we get through the doors this time
of year.

Winter is typically the season when blood donations are most needed because of a
decline in blood supply and increase in usage and need.
Hospitals in Santa Barbara County have one
thing in common, they receive blood from
Vitalant, formerly United Blood Services.
Who donates this much needed blood?
Citizens of Santa Maria just like you, who
have realized the importance of keeping a
healthy blood supply in our community.
Ready at a moment’s notice, many units of
blood are used for emergency situations, but
what many people don’t realize is there are
units that are transfused to local patients
on a daily basis to support cancer therapy,
open heart surgery, blood disorders, burn
patients, and routine surgeries. Currently,
there is an urgent need for donors of all
types to give blood to help meet the current
needs of patients.
Each year, during the winter, Vitalant
experiences the “perfect storm” where the
blood supply declines, but usage increases.

Here are 3 reasons why your winter blood
donation is so important and impactful:
1)
It’s cold and flu season. When blood
donors get sick, they are unable to donate,
leaving a gap in regular donations. During
this time of year, anyone who is healthy and
is able to donate is needed to help make up
for those who are under the weather.
2) So many of us are really busy after the
holidays and regular blood donations get
put on the back burner. The blood supply is
especially reliant on new donors and those
who donate only a couple of times a year to
help see it through the post holiday slump.

Whole blood donations are the most
common type and can be given at any
blood drive and at Vitalant’s Santa Maria
Donation Center. Donors should allow
one hour to complete the entire process,
but the actual donation takes roughly 10
minutes. Whole blood donations are the
bedrock of our nation’s blood supply. But,
if donors can take a little extra time, there
are other donation opportunities that are
equally fulfilling and transformative. There
are platelet, plasma and double red cell
donations that are most needed depending
on a donor’s blood type. Common or rare,
your blood has the potential to change lives
in a special way.
There is no substitute for human blood, and
each unit that’s transfused has an awesome
blood donor behind it. Imagine waking up
to a text saying your blood is on its way to the
hospital to be transfused to a patient. What
a feeling of awe to be able to participate in
transforming another human life.
Potential donors can search for a convenient
blood drive at www.vitalant.org or stop
by Vitalant’s donor center in Santa Maria
at 1770 S. Broadway (Between Inger and
Newlove). Walk-ins are welcomed, however
hours do vary, so appointments are strongly
suggested.

3)
Inclement weather. It really is mostly
gorgeous here on the central coast, but when
it rains, it tends to change the number of
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Chamber Membership Corner
Ribbon Cuttings:
December 15 - January 15
Anthony’s Sports Bar
859 Guadalupe Street, Guadalupe

Treasures 1 Fine Art Gallery & Wedding
Chapel
210 W. Fesler Street, Santa Maria, CA

New Members: December 15, 2018 - January 15, 2019
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to welcome these new members joining the
Chamber. We appreciate their vote of confidence in our ability to add value to their business and to
create a strong local economy together.

Community Carpenters
1010 S. Broadway, Ste. E, Santa Maria
(805) 260-8079

Landkammer Consulting
1622 Chadwell Drive, Santa Maria
(310) 654-3446

Cracker Barrel Old Country Store
905 E Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria
(805) 346-1128
www.crackerbarrel.com

Viking Mechanical Refrigeration
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 310-1254
www.viking-mechanical.com

Dave Brogren at O.I.C. Real Estate
Services
1105 E. Foster Road, Ste. B, Santa Maria
(805) 478-2913

Wine & Design Orcutt
3420 Orcutt Rd., Ste 105, Orcutt
(805) 868-1746
www.wineanddesign.com/orcutt

Eco-T Tire & Retreading, LLC
302 W. Betteravia Road, Santa Maria
(805) 623-0500
www.eco-tretreading.com

Arensdorf Chiropractic
912 E. Main Street, Santa Maria

Join 850+ local businesses and
organizations...become a member of the
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce!
With over 800 local business members,
joining the Chamber is the perfect way
to get your business noticed and make
valuable connections in the community.
To learn more about membership, contact
Membership Manager Cara Martinez at
(805) 925-2403 x 852 or
cara@santamaria.com.
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Chamber’s Role in the Energy Watch
Partnership heads into the 10th year

In 2009, the Santa Maria Valley Chamber
of Commerce became the administrator of
the Santa Barbara County Energy Watch
Partnership. Since 2010, this successful
program has assisted over 400 businesses
in northern Santa Barbara County become
more energy efficient through its Direct
Install program. This includes numerous
non-profits helped through the Chamber’s
non-profit grant program.
In addition to businesses and non-profits
assisted through the program, the Santa
Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership
has assisted north county municipalities
through building upgrades since 2010. The
Partnership has also assisted in outreach
to communities to let everyone know the
benefits of saving energy.
The Santa Barbara Energy Watch
Partnership is funded through PG&E and

SoCalGas and includes the cities of Santa
Maria, Guadalupe, Solvang, and Buellton,
as well as the unincorporated areas of Santa
Barbara County.
The Chamber looks forward to continuing
its successful partnership with the Energy
Watch Partnership into 2019. For questions
about the Santa Barbara County Energy
Watch Partnership, or if you would like to
participate and reduce energy use, contact
Dave Cross at dave@santamaria.com or by
calling (805) 680-5016.

Member of the Energy Watch Partnership
poses with Circle V Ranch, one of the
many local businesses the partnership has
provided assistance to over the last 10
years.

Renewing Members: December 15, 2018 - January 15, 2019
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is excited to recognize these partners who
strive each day to create jobs, boost our local economy and build a community of which we
can all be proud.
71 years
Stowasser Buick GMC Trucks

Self Storage of Santa Maria
Ultrex Business Solutions

63 years
Dudley Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory

15 years
Tyler Wilson DDS
Valley Yellow Pages

54 years
CalPortland
51 years
The Okonite Company
49 years
Nancy Stewart
Rancho Maria Golf Club
48 years
Santa Maria Valley YMCA
Mission Linen Supply Of S M
42 years
Mission Linen Supply Of S M
39 years
Exxon Mobil Corp
Los Padres Artist Guild
Magner Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory
Tomooka Brothers Ptr

14 years
Chiropractic Wellness Group
11years
Family Service Agency
Smith Electric Service
8 years
Fortress-Secure Mini-Storage
Starry Sky Coffee Company
Target Marketing, Inc.
McGaughey Financial Services
7 years
First Command Financial Planning/BV Enterprises
McGaughey Financial Services
6 years
Ca’ Del Grevino Estate and Winery
InSPArations

25 years
Santa Barbara Transportation

5 years
EngineTech Machine, LLC
IES LLC
Lineage Logistics
Patterson Realty

24 years
Aloha Family Chiropractic
B & B Steele & Supply of Santa Maria
Office Depot #922

4 years
Advanced Wireless
State Farm Insurance - Ed Kertis
Vintage Veranda Antiques & Mall

23 years
Central Coast Realty Group - Jean Studer

3 years
Disabled American Veterans, Chapter 82
Orcutt Childen’s Arts Foundation
SCS Engineers
The Luffa Farm

28 years
Santa Maria Ford Lincoln

22 years
Westar Associates
20 years
Community Partners in Caring
19 years
David Alford, O.D.
18 years
LPL Financial Services
People for Leisure & Youth
17 years
Golden State Water Company
16 years
Santa Maria Nissan Mazda

2 years
Carniceria El Matador, Inc.
Lowe’s
Moats Laser & Skin Care
PetDoors.com
The Garden Mediterranean Restaurant & Cafe
Tony Cravello Insurance & Financial Solutions
Top Notch Heating Inc.
1 year
Dunkin’ Donuts
Quality Wine Barrels
Santa Maria Properties, Inc.
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Chamber Board of Directors:
2018-2019
Executive Committee
Chairman: Ray Arensdorf, Arensdorf
Chiropractic
Chairman-Elect: Jean-Luc Garon, Radisson
Hotel Santa Maria
Vice Chairman: Janet Silveria, Community
Bank of Santa Maria
Vice Chairman: Kevin Walthers, Allan
Hancock
College
Past Chairman: Cameron Stephens, SM Tire
Board Members
Mark Allen, Marian Regional Medical Center
Ed Carcarey, Mega 97.1
Ron Cossa, Tolman & Wiker Insurance
Edgar Gascon, Hacienda Realty
David LeRoy, Toyota of Santa Maria
Butch Lopez, V Lopez Jr. & Sons General
Engineering Contractors
Eddie Murray, Murray Group-Morgan
Stanley
Era Polly, Era Polly Real Estate
Hugh Rafferty, Coast Hills Credit Union
Cynthia Schur, Santa Maria Times
Michelle Shipman, Searchlight Properties
Laurie Tamura, Urban Planning Concepts
Tim Williams, Digital West
Tim Woodbury, Woody’s Butcher Block

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of
Commerce is a catalyst for business growth,
a convener of leaders and influencers, and a
champion for a stronger Santa Maria Valley.
Learn more about the Chamber by visiting
www.santamaria.com.
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Leadership Says Hello to Human Kindness during
Health & Human Services Topic Day
“Hello Human Kindness” is the slogan
of Dignity Health, one of the stops during
Leadership Santa Maria Valley’s Health
& Human Services Topic Day, which took
place January 11th, 2019. It was also the
theme of the day, as the class met with
leaders and organizations focused on
bettering the physical and mental health of
our community, and had a true passion for
the people they serve.
The class began their day at VTC
Enterprises, an organization that provides
job opportunities to adults with disabilities.
The class enjoyed breakfast prepared by
VTC’s A Street Café, which is open to the
public for breakfast and lunch on a daily
basis and one of the many employment
opportunities VTC provides to the people
they serve.
The class heard from VTC Development
Associate, Erika Weber on exactly what VTC
has to offer, and the class was impressed by
just how much VTC does for adults with
disabilities in our community. Clientele
at VTC ranges from those who struggle
to preform basic functions, to those with
disabilities undistinguishable to the average
person. In addition to the services VTC
offers at their campus, they also contract
with local businesses to provide employment
opportunities to the adults they serve.

VTC Enterprises CEO Jason Telander give Leadership Santa Maria Valley a tour of their
campus, which offers an array of facilities for adults with disabilities.
VTC CEO, Jason Telander joined Erika to
take the class on a tour of the VTC facility.
Throughout the tour, the class saw just a
few of the many opportunities VTC offers,
including an onsite print shop and thrift
store run by their clients.
Next, the class visited Marian Regional
Medical Center, where Dignity Health
Regional Vice President, Chuck Cova gave
a leadership presentation. Cova sparked
interest among the class with his leadership

philosophy on being present and checking
in daily with your team in person. With
digital communication on the rise, the class
was surprised that Cova prefers face to face
communication or picking up the phone,
rather than a text or email. President and
CEO of Marian Regional Medical Center
Sue Anderson also spoke, touching on how
Cova’s success as a leader has stemmed from
his humbleness and ability to connect with
others on a personal level.
Continued on p.7

Left: The Leadership Class of 2019 poses with panelists, who talked about their local organizations and how they address health & human
services issues in Santa Maria. Right: Dignity Health Regional Vice President Chuck Cova talks about his leadership style, and the
challenges of leading on a regional level.
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Continued - Leadership Health & Human
Services Topic Day
The presentation was followed by a tour
of the facility with Candice Monge, where
the group got a sneak peek at the new
pediatric emergency room wing specifically
designed to accommodate children needing
emergency medical attention. The class was
impressed by both the amount of services
and level of care Marian provides our
community.
The topic day finished at the Betteravia
Government Center, where the class spoke
with a panel of health and human service
organizations in our community. Panelists
included Amy Lopez with Santa Barbara
County Department of Mental Health,
Steven Baird with Band of Brothers/ECHO
Group and Aaron Pankratz with CASA.
While each organization touched on various
wellness issues in the community, they were
united in their passion for helping others
and showing kindness and compassion to
the people they serve.
The group ended the day with a wellness
discussion and 10 minute meditation
session with Eleanor Byars, Santa Maria
Valley YMCA’s Aquatics Director. Eleanor

leads a ‘Mindful Meditation’ class at the Y
each week. Even just 10 minutes a day of
meditating can assist in relieving stress that
comes with the day to day of life.
Finally, the class received a surprise
visit from State Assemblyman Jordan
Cunningham, who talked to the class about
the issues he sees facing our community and
how he is advocating for our community
in the State Assembly. Cunningham also
talked about his experience in politics and
leadership qualities that have helped him on
his journey.
Across industries and organizations,
the leadership class saw the theme of
being compassionate for others and having
passion for what you do as a critical part of
being a leader.
Leadership Santa Maria Valley would
like to give a special thank you to the Santa
Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce, who
sponsored breakfast, and Dignity Health,
who sponsored lunch. Also, as special thank
you to all the speakers and organizers who
helped make the day a success.

Thank You Sponsors
Chairman Level

Executive Level

Director Level

Investor Level

Exciting things are in the works for Leadership Santa
Maria Valley! Be sure to follow us on Facebook, and
online at santamaria.com/leadership-santa-maria-valley.

Save the Date: 2019 Annual Police Awards

Join us as we come together to honor the sworn and civilian members of the Santa Maria
Police Department for going above and beyond the call of duty to keep our community
safe. We will be honoring the following: Officer of the Year, Dispatcher of the Year, and Life
Saving Award , Distinguished Team Award, and more!
The event will take place February 12th at 7:30 a.m. at the Radisson Hotel in Santa Maria.
Learn more and register by calling (805) 925-2403 or visiting www.santamaria.com.
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American General Media
At Work Personnel Services
Beach Betty Creative/On the 101
Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Maria Valley
Central Coast Kind
Certified Freight Logistics
Comcast
Community Bank of Santa Maria
Costco
Diani Companies
Express Employment Professionals
Golden State Water Company
J. Wilkes Wines
Milt Guggia Enterprises
Lineage Logistics
Mega 97.1/La Buena
Neuroboxing Santa Maria
O’Connor Pest Control
On the 101/ Beach Betty Creative
Pacific Coast Business Times
Plains All American Pipeline, L.P.
Rabobank
Rockin’ Jump - The Ultimate Trampoline Park
Santa Maria Joint Union High School District
SESLOC Federal Credit Union
Smith’s Alarms & Electronics, Inc.
SM Tire
SunOpta
Tachi Palace Hotel & Casino
Testa Catering
The Towbes Group, Inc.
Urban Planning Concepts/ Rural Planning
Services
VTC Enterprises
Walmart Neighborhood Markets
Wave Business
Wells Fargo Bank
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Stay Connected with the Santa
Maria Valley Chamber
Visit: 614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria
Call: (805) 925-2403
Email: info@santamaria.com

614 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

Website: santamaria.com
Facebook: facebook.com/SMVCC
Twitter: twitter.com/SMVCC
Instagram: santamariachamberofcommerce
Email List: bit.ly/SMVCCMailingList
Text Message Alerts: Text "CHAMBER" to
33222
Chamber Connection is the official
monthly publication of the Santa Maria
Valley Chamber of Commerce. For
questions about this publication or to be
added to our monthly mailing distribution
list, email molly@santamaria.com.

Green Business Program to Recognize Newly Certified Green
Businesses in Santa Barbara County
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to be a Certified Green
Business through the Green Business Program of Santa Barbara County!
The Green Business Program of Santa Barbara County (GBPSBC) is part of the
California Green Business Program, a network of local programs operated by
counties and cities throughout California.
The GBPSBC provides resources and assistance to businesses wanting to be
green, certifies businesses through workshops and trainings, on-site visits and
evaluation, and highlights Certified Businesses so that local consumers can
shop green.
Please mark your calendars for Wednesday, March 13, 2019, 11:30 to 1:30,
at Hotel Corque in Solvang, the GBPSBC will be honoring over two dozen
new local Certified Green Businesses! Their Keynote Speaker is Seth Streeter,
Founder of Sustainable Future. If you’d like to be added to their email list to
receive an invitation or have any questions about becoming a Certified Green
Business, please contact the Green Business Program of Santa Barbara County
at Coordinator@GreenBizSBC.org. We hope to see you there!

Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau
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