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Zodiac Aerospace taken to new heights with recent
acquisition by Safran

The French owned aerospace company Safran acquired the Santa Maria based business Zodiac Aerospace in February 2018. Located at
2850 Skyway Drive in Santa Maria, the local business engineers interior components and seats for luxury aircraft.
Many may not be aware, but Santa
Maria’s roots in the aerospace industry
extend beyond Vandenberg Air Force
Base and the Santa Maria Airport. Zodiac
Aerospace has a history in Santa Maria
dating back to the 1980’s. Over the years,
the company has served a variety of airlines
by providing interior commodities for
companies including Bombardier, Embraer,
McDonnell Douglas/Boeing, and Airbus.

In 2008, Zodiac Santa Maria launched
a campaign to manufacture seating
units, referred to as “seat shells” by the
organization. Their sister seating businesses
provided the seats, and Zodiac provided
the privacy unit for enhanced comfort and
customer experience. Business boomed
from 2008 to 2013, and in 2013, Zodiac
Aerospace split into two businesses: Zodiac
Seat Shells and Zodiac Cabin Interiors.

Zodiac Seat Shells remained at 2641
Airpark Drive, while the Zodiac Cabin
Interiors business moved to 2850 Skyway
Drive. The split allowed the single business
to divide into two more agile businesses. As
a result, Zodiac Seat Shells saw tremendous
growth from 2014 through 2017.
Despite the growth, Zodiac experienced
some turbulent times from 2015 – 2017. In
February 2018, the French owned aerospace
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“While a company never wants to
see itself going through hard times, this
provided a perfect opportunity for Safran
to help the previous Zodiac business to get
back on top again,” explained Tony Guy,
who has worked with the company over 20
years and currently serves as Safran Cabin
Executive Vice President, Floor to Floor
Division.
Today, the Zodiac Cabin Interiors
business has rebranded to Safran Cabin
and the Zodiac Seat Shell business has
rebranded as Safran Seats. These two
locations serve as the headquarters for each
of these Santa Maria operations. Combined,
these two Santa Maria businesses employ
approximately 850 people.
“The changes that have been brought
upon by Safran have helped to stabilize
our business,” explained Guy. “The recent
acquisition has been good for both Santa
Maria businesses, and we continue working
toward a successful migration into Safran
Seats and Safran Cabin.”
Guy has seen Safran through its ups and
downs over the 27 years he has worked for
the company, and continues to love what
he does and the people he works with. “I’ve
stayed with the company because of the
amazing people we employ,” Guy explained,

Safran Seats and Safran Cabin engineer high quality, luxury aircraft seats and cabin
interiors like the sample above. Safran acquired the Santa Maria business in February
2018.
and said that many people are not aware of
the amount of local talent Safran has at their
company.
“Our business has attracted many world
class leaders and some of the best engineering
talent in the world. Our proximity to Cal
Poly and UCSB has provided tremendous
engineering resources, and Allan Hancock

College has provided training and college
skills to vast numbers of our workforce,”
Guy explained. “Our workers are dedicated,
hard-working and very reliable. It is an
honor for our businesses to be part of the
Santa Maria Valley community, and with
the recent acquisition, I’m excited for the
future of Safran here in Santa Maria.”

The Safran company produces airplane components including cockpit area elements, ceiling and wall panels ,and business jet cabin
interior elements. The above photos give a sample of some of the interior elements the company produces.
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Don’t Quit, Overcome: Tips for Entrepreneurs to make 2019 a
Restaurant
Month Article?
Year of Success!
Businesses and entrepreneurs alike sometimes face days where we
feel like quitting. In the new year, make perseverance your goal for
2019. Don’t quit, overcome! Use these recommendations to keep
going and drive your business towards success.
One: Establish a Routine
We plan to fail when we fail to plan. This includes your daily plan
of action or routine. A regular routine for your workdays will keep
you centered, focused, on task and should include:
• Normal work hours. Choose when you work best, mornings,
evenings, whenever.
• Morning routines - breakfast, shower, coffee, exercise, etc.
• Personal time - time for taking care of you, physically, mentally
and emotionally.
• Diet and Exercise - staying healthy is important for you and your
business.
Two: Mornings are Your Friend
As part of your regular routine, spend time each morning getting
centered and focused for the day ahead. Even just 10 minutes of
meditation can help you settle in and prepare for what lies ahead.
Especially on days when you wake up and feel like quitting, pushing
that aside and settling down through meditation can help you get
started on a productive day.
Three: Identify Your WHY
Knowing your purpose and goals as an entrepreneur can provide
necessary motivation when difficulties arise. It is often not just
about money. There are always intangible reasons that compel us
to do what we do without quitting. Keep your WHY in a prominent
place where you can see it and reflect on it often.
Four: Recognize Small Wins
Every positive step forward is a win for you as an entrepreneur. It may
be a long time before you reach your financial or other large goals,
and you must celebrate every milestone along the way. Celebrating
is an important part of motivation, so do it as often as possible.
Five: Keep a Gratitude Journal
A gratitude journal is a great way to record small and large wins
for later reflection. Be thankful for every small win, every generous
person, every lesson learned, and write them down. Browsing
through this journal can show you why you chose to be an
entrepreneur.
Six: Sleep
Burning the candle at both ends only uses up the candle faster. Allot
yourself adequate hours of sleep, and block out that time as if it were

an important appointment. It is.
Seven: Written Goals and Milestones
Write out your long and short-term goals. Identify milestones along
the way so you can measure progress. Planning is the first part of
success. Along with your written goals and milestones, write down
how you will celebrate each.
Eight: Find a Mentor
No person is an island. And no entrepreneur has all the answers.
Establish a relationship with a mentor, or with a few. People
familiar with the struggles of entrepreneurship can provide insight,
encouragement, advice, and a kick in the pants.
Nine: Hang Out with Your Peeps
Look around for a local entrepreneur meetup group, entrepreneurial
mastermind, or book club and become a joiner. Interact with these
others and share with them. The fellowship together over a common
outlook is great for your mind and soul, and you can learn much
from others.
Ten: Have a Recovery Practice
What will you do when you fall down? Put these in place before
you need them: affirmations, listen to music that inspires, read
testimonials you have received, reflect on your gratitude journal, go
see your mentor. Get out of the house, and do something for YOU.
Have a plan to help you get back on your feet.
Our world needs more entrepreneurs. It needs you. Above all, don’t
quit!

This Blog was excerpted from a post written by Donna Amos, Certified Social & Community
Manager, and the Founder of Solopreneur Solutions, a successful digital marketing agency that
works with entrepreneurs to effectively market their businesses. Blogs are brought to you by your
local SCORE Chapter serving the Santa Maria Valley and San Luis Obispo County. We offer FREE
Face-to-Face Mentoring Sessions, Workshops, and On-line Resources. Call (805) 547-0779 or
mailto:info@sloscore.org to set up an appointment.
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce | January 2019
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Chamber Membership Corner
Ribbon Cuttings:
November 15 - December 15
Joy by the Spoonful
Santa Maria, CA

Anthony’s Sports Bar
616 E. Chapel Street, Santa Maria

New Members: November 15 - December 9, 2018
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to welcome these new members joining the
Chamber. We appreciate their vote of confidence in our ability to add value to their business and to
create a strong local economy together.

Ca’ Del Grevino Estate Tasting Room
2933 Grand Avenue, Los Olivos
(805) 697-7625
www.grevino.com

Sound on Sound
Santa Maria, CA
(805) 934-5888
www.wilwooduo.com/index.html

Knollwood Meadows Apartments
4036 Cedarhurst Dr, Santa Maria
(805) 937-0281
www.knollwoodmeadows.com

Tachi Palace & Hotel
17225 Jersey Ave, Lemoore
(559) 925-7653
ww.tachipalace.com

R & E Concrete, Inc.
Orcutt, CA
(805) 621-3966

Renewing Members: November 15 - December 15, 2018
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is excited to recognize these partners who
strive each day to create jobs, boost our local economy and build a community of which we
can all be proud.
67 years
Olivera Properties, LLC

13 years
Southern California Gas Co.

38 years
Pacific Premier Bank
Santa Maria Association of Realtors

12 years
CIO Solutions

25 years
Santa Maria CivicTheatre
24 years
Foxen Vineyard, Inc.
Santa Maria Women’s Network

Join 800+ local businesses and
organizations
Become a member of the Santa Maria
Valley Chamber of Commerce!
With over 800 local business members,
joining the Chamber is the perfect way
to get your business noticed and make
valuable connections in the community.

To learn more about membership,
contact Membership Manager Cara
Martinez at (805) 925-2403 x 852 or
cara@santamaria.com.
4

23 years
Kiwanis Club Of S M - Noontimers
Rancho Bowl
21 years
St. Andrew United Methodist Church
Work, Inc.
18 years
Digital West
16 years
At Home Senior Services, Inc.
Halsell Builders
15 years
Family Care Network, Inc.
14 years
Plus Property Management

11 years
Riverbench Vineyard & Winery
7 years
Adam Bros. Farming, Inc.
5 years
G&S Carpet Co.
4 years
SCORE San Luis Obispo
Vintage Veranda Antiques & Mall
3 years
North County Rape Crisis and Child Protection
Center
2 years
Fuhring Inc.
Pickups Limited Southern California
1 year
Keller Williams Realty Coastal Valley - Shiloh
Flagg
Orcutt Community Theater
PB & Associates Real Estate and Home Loan
Services

Touchstone hosts “Leading with Love” Conference
Chamber Board of Directors:
2018-2019

A local organization is bringing a daylong conference to Santa Maria dedicated to
uplifting and supporting women.
Touchstone is a women’s collective whose
mission is “embracing women by sharing
stories, building trust and re-defining
expectations.” Co-creators Diane Adam
and Emily Smith, trusted leaders in the
community, began dreaming of a special
event to bring women together over their
weekly cups of tea and coffee years ago.
Timing, circumstances and a little bit of
divine intervention resulted in a dream come
true.
Bringing together a team of amazing local
women to share the vision, it resonated with
everyone! With much encouragement, the
growing energy and momentum experienced
at our official planning kick-off in early
March 2018 has now made the “Leading
With Love” inaugural women’s conference
possible.
Touchstone’s first women’s conference
will be held Saturday, March 9, 2019 at the
Radisson Hotel in Santa Maria. Serving as
the fiscal agent, the Community Foundation
of the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of
Commerce has been instrumental in making
this conference a reality. Additionally,
recognizing the importance of this unique
conference planned by and for women,
many educational and organizational leaders
within the community are contributing to its

success through supporting the attendance
of their women staff and employees, event
sponsorship and in-kind donations.
The day-long conference is a regional
event, reaching areas of San Luis Obispo,
Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties, but
featuring the Santa Maria Valley. Presenters
coming from as far south as San Diego and
Denver, Colorado include, among others,
an international motivational speaker and
author, a world-renowned researcher in the
area of women in leadership from Claremont
Graduate School, and a top executive from
Accenture, an international marketing and
technology firm. The conference will also
feature a broad array of panel speakers cofacilitated by two well-known leaders in
education and the nonprofit world.
This transformative day will include
moments of inspiration, thought-provoking
conversation and a call to action to change
the way we interact with one another. This
event is for women of ALL ages and stages.
While organizations are encouraged to use
the conference as a professional development
opportunity, it is not intended to be corporate
or political. We are all leaders in our own
lives, both at work and at home. Our
influence on those we meet and interact with
through our daily walk is significant. This is
about challenging ourselves to be better and
to do better.
Details about Touchstone and “Leading
With Love”, their inaugural
women’s
conference,
including ticket sales of
this anticipated sale out
event
and
sponsorship
opportunities can be found
at www.touchstonecc.com.
Touchstone can be reached
via the website, 805.619.9010,
or toucstonecentralcoast@
gmail.com

Executive Committee
Chairman: Ray Arensdorf, Arensdorf
Chiropractic
Chairman-Elect: Jean-Luc Garon, Radisson
Hotel Santa Maria
Vice Chairman: Janet Silveria, Community
Bank of Santa Maria
Vice Chairman: Kevin Walthers, Allan
Hancock
College
Past Chairman: Cameron Stephens, SM Tire
Board Members
Mark Allen, Marian Regional Medical Center
Ed Carcarey, Mega 97.1
Ron Cossa, Tolman & Wiker Insurance
Edgar Gascon, Hacienda Realty
David LeRoy, Toyota of Santa Maria
Butch Lopez, V Lopez Jr. & Sons General
Engineering Contractors
Eddie Murray, Murray Group-Morgan
Stanley
Era Polly, Era Polly Real Estate
Hugh Rafferty, Coast Hills Credit Union
Cynthia Schur, Santa Maria Times
Michelle Shipman, Searchlight Properties
Laurie Tamura, Urban Planning Concepts
Tim Williams, Digital West
Tim Woodbury, Woody’s Butcher Block

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of
Commerce is a catalyst for business growth,
a convener of leaders and influencers, and a
champion for a stronger Santa Maria Valley.
Learn more about the Chamber by visiting
www.santamaria.com.

Touchstone co-creators Diane Adam and Emily Smith
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce | January 2019
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Leadership Class Explores Youth Services,
Struggles & Opportunities in Santa Maria
On December 7th, the 2019 Leadership
class had a full schedule visiting a number
of organizations focused on the youth of
the Santa Maria Valley and their respective
ongoing efforts to improve the lives and
future outlook for those youth.
At the Boys & Girls Club, the class
learned about the 52 years of service that
the club has provided to the kids of Santa
Maria. The organization prides itself on the
fact that many former club members now
serve as staff members with some serving
at the club for multiple decades. In one
heartwarming story, a former club member
recently sought out a few individuals from
the current executive leadership and told
them how she will never forget when
those same individuals pooled funds and
purchased her a pair of proper sneakers to
wear during basketball games. Their act of
generosity made a big impact on her life.
For the next stop at the Good Samaritan
Shelter, Alexis Nshamamba, the training and
development manager, provided the class
with a brief tour of the Santa Maria campus
which included the emergency shelter, detox
program, the transitional shelter, dining
hall, and children’s after school classroom.
Established in 1987, the Good Samaritan
Shelter has continued to serve those in need
within the community of Santa Maria. It
was also an eye opening experience to some
of the challenges facing those kids in less
fortunate circumstances.
The group was then able to unwind for
a few minutes at the Santa Maria Valley
Discovery Museum. Program Director
Amy Blasco guided the class through
the different exhibits sponsored by local
businesses/organizations. J.D. Scroggins

Right: The Leadership Class
learns about the services at
the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Santa Maria Valley during a
tour of the facility. The club
has provided over 50 years
of service to youth in Santa
Maria.
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Judge Arthur A. Garcia spoke to the Leadership class about his work at the Santa Barbara
County Juvenile Court, and the need to improve accountability expectations for youth.
from CoastHills, one of the 2019 LSMV
participants, was happy to hear that the
banking exhibit sponsored by CoastHills
was a favorite of the young visitors.
During lunch at the Moxie Cafe, the class
was treated to a leadership speech by Edwin
Weaver from Fighting Back Santa Maria
and an overview of the Career Technical
Education program run by LeeAnne
McNulty of the Santa Maria Joint Union
High School District.
The class rounded out the day with a visit
to the SB County Juvenile Hall and Juvenile
Court. The continuing education of the kids
while serving their punishment was the
focus at Juvenile Hall. A specific program of
connecting the kids with characters in the
different novels they read is a way for the kids
to learn about and build on such qualities
as leadership, respect, etc. After moving to

the Juvenile Court, Judge Arthur A. Garcia
spoke on improving the accountability of
the parents as one of the more important
items necessary for improving the lives of
kids in our community and keeping them
out of trouble.
The youth of any community is an
important group to focus on as they are the
future of said community. Although there
will always be some obstacles to overcome
when working to improve the lives of
children, it was heartwarming to see all of
the amazing people and the work they do to
make the future just a little bit brighter.
A final thank you to Driscoll’s for
sponsoring breakfast and Valley Cleaners
for sponsoring lunch and afternoon coffee.
The LSMV Class of 2019 appreciates your
support!

Free Digital Marketing Seminar will
make you a Marketing Guru in 2019!

Thank You Sponsors
Chairman Level

Executive Level

Director Level

Investor Level

Energy Watch Partnership Energy Saving Tips of the Month
Make it your New Year’s Resolution to go green in 2019 and save some money in the
process! Here are some tips to be more energy efficient in your home:
1.
2.
3.

Wash clothes in cold water to save $63 a year.
Install a programmable thermostat to save up to 10% on cooling and heating costs.
Change to new and improved light bulbs. Reduce energy use from about a third to
as much as 80% with today’s increasing number of energy-efficient halogen incandescents, CFLs and LEDs.

Brought to you by the Santa Barbara County Energy Watch
Partnership, a program administered by the Santa Maria Valley
Chamber of Commerce with the goal of reducing energy use for
businesses, municipalities and all energy users. The Chamber also
administers the Santa Barbara Regional RMDZ (Recycling Market
Development Zone).
For information about these programs contact: Dave Cross, Program
Manager and Zone Administrator
Email: dave@santamaria.com
Chamber of Commerce: (805) 925-2403
Mobile: (805) 680-5016

Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce | January 2019

American General Media
At Work Personnel Services
Beach Betty Creative/On the 101
Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Maria Valley
Central Coast Kind
Certified Freight Logistics
Comcast
Community Bank of Santa Maria
Costco
Diani Companies
Express Employment Professionals
Golden State Water Company
J. Wilkes Wines
Milt Guggia Enterprises
Lineage Logistics
Mega 97.1/La Buena
Neuroboxing Santa Maria
O’Connor Pest Control
On the 101/ Beach Betty Creative
Pacific Coast Business Times
Plains All American Pipeline, L.P.
Rabobank
Rockin’ Jump - The Ultimate Trampoline Park
Santa Maria Joint Union High School District
SESLOC Federal Credit Union
Smith’s Alarms & Electronics, Inc.
SM Tire
SunOpta
Testa Catering
The Towbes Group, Inc.
Urban Planning Concepts/ Rural Planning
Services
VTC Enterprises
Walmart Neighborhood Markets
Wave Business
Wells Fargo Bank
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Stay Connected with the Santa
Maria Valley Chamber
Visit: 614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria
Call: (805) 925-2403
Email: info@santamaria.com

614 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

Website: santamaria.com
Facebook: facebook.com/SMVCC
Twitter: twitter.com/SMVCC
Instagram: santamariachamberofcommerce
Email List: bit.ly/SMVCCMailingList
Text Message Alerts: Text "CHAMBER" to
33222
Chamber Connection is the official
monthly publication of the Santa Maria
Valley Chamber of Commerce. For
questions about this publication or to be
added to our monthly mailing distribution
list, email molly@santamaria.com.

Month in Review: Chamber Activities in Santa Maria & Beyond
Our team at the Chamber of Commerce saw a busy December, continuing to promote local business, partner with local and regional
leaders and promote our community through our Visitors Bureau!

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber held
its annual Freedom Monument Veterans
Memorial Ceremony, where we honored
our local heroes who lost their lives
fighting for our country.

The Santa Maria Visitors Bureau traveled
to Sacramento with local hospitality
partners for the (CalSAE) Seasonal
Spectacular, where they continued to form
partnerships for promoting Santa Maria as
a tourism destination.

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber is
partnering with 13 other Chambers on
The Hourglass Project, a regional effort to
come together and solve economic issues
impacting the Central Coast.

Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau
614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria | (805) 925-2403 | santamaria.com | info@santamaria.com
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