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Upcoming Events
EACH FRIDAY
Build Your Business
Breakfast
8 a.m., A Street Cafe, 2445
A St.
JULY 20
Business Development
Forum: Marketing Seminar
9:00 a.m., Shepard Hall,
Santa Maria Public Library
JULY 22
Chamber Mixer: Downtown
Friday
5:00 p.m., Santa Maria
Town Center West
SEPTEMBER 8
Business Trade Show
3:30 p.m., Santa Maria
Fairpark
AUGUST 10
Annual Awards Dinner
6 p.m., Radisson Hotel
Santa Maria

For more event
information,
visit www.santamaria.com

Board Member
Spotlight
Hugh Rafferty
What is your position and
how long have you been with
the company?

Importance of giving back
highlighted at Salute to Volunteers

W

hat makes Santa Maria
great? Ask any of the
locals, and an answer
you’ll often here is “the people”. We
have so many kind-hearted and
generous members of our local
community, and the Santa Maria
Valley Chamber of Commerce was
thrilled to have the opportunity to
recognize some of those people,
their impact on the community and
the nonprofits they serve, at this
year’s annual Salute to Volunteer
Lunch.
“From giving a kid a “high
five” for making an A on a test to
spearheading the organization’s
annual golf tournament…our
volunteers fulfill a critical role in
the achievement of our goals and
objectives,” said Jeremy L. Deming,
Executive Director for the Boys and
Girls Club of Santa Maria Valley.
Deming explained that outside
of personal fulfillment for satisfying
a need in the community, their
volunteers also obtain a sense
of belonging. “Working with
like-minded individuals who are
passionate about youth development
creates a family-like atmosphere,” he
said. “Our volunteers work together,
play together, and share experiences
that will last a lifetime. They support
each other as much as they support
our youth members.”
Mandy Ebert, Volunteer/Hotline
Coordinator for the North County
Rape Crisis and Child Protection
Center, agrees that volunteers for
their organization get just as much
out of the experience as the people
they assist. And often, the people the
volunteers help end up becoming
volunteers themselves.
“When people volunteer with
our organization they are helping
victims turn into survivors,” Ebert
explained.
“Nothing beats the feeling you get
when a survivor says “Thank you”
after you helped them through one
of the most traumatic times of their
lives. Those survivors many times
will come back and help us or other
organizations as a volunteer as a way
to give back for the services they
received.”
Many local nonprofits simply
wouldn’t be able to stay up and
running without the efforts of
their volunteers. Such is the case
for Special Olympics Southern
California, Northern Santa Barbara
County.

Community Action Commission of Santa Barbara County was one of the many local
nonprofits highlighted at this year’s “Salute to Volunteers” lunch
“Our Special Olympics program
would not be able to operate without
the countless hours NSB Special
Olympics Volunteers put in,” said
Nicolas J. Chavez, Operations
Coordinator for Special Olympics
Southern California, Northern Santa
Barbara County. Chavez explained
that the Northern Santa Barbara
Special Olympics volunteers put in
around 1,800 plus hours a season.
Volunteer efforts don’t just benefit
the people, organizations and
communities served – they can also
benefit local business.
City of Santa Maria
councilmember and Chief Financial
Officer for the Good Samaritan
Shelter Jack Boysen spoke at the
day’s event on the importance of
local businesses encouraging their
employees to volunteer. Boysen
explained that the environment of
being on equal ground in volunteer
organizations can be positive for
employees, as the chain of command
differs from the work environment
these people are used to.
“Being in a volunteer
environment with coworkers
away from the office can increase
productivity in the workplace,”
Boysen said. “The unique
opportunities many non-profits
provide their volunteers can help

Ribbon Cuttings

promote leadership skills for those
who don’t normally have leadership
positions.”
Boysen, who has spent years
volunteering with the Good
Samaritan Shelter, encourages
everyone to find an organization
to volunteer where they feel they
can give the most to the local
community.
“I am very fortunate that I
have found a nonprofit that can
utilize my skills and maximize

my contribution,” he said. “I truly
hope each and every person in this
room finds their “Good Sam”- an
organization that can use your skill
set, and gives you that sense of give
back that’s so important to your well
being.”
See page 4 for a full list of this
year’s Volunteer recipients and the
service they’ve provided to the local
Santa Maria Community.

City of Santa Maria councilmen and Chief Financial
Officer for the Good Samaritan Shelter Jack Boysen
speaks on how volunteering benefits local businesses.

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to celebrate ribbon cuttings for
these members in the month of May.

I am the current Chairman of
CoastHills Credit Union. I first
joined the CoastHills Board in
2003, and was elected Chairman
in 2007. I’ve been a member of
CoastHills Credit Union since
arriving in Santa Maria in 1979.
Why did you choose this
profession?
After retiring from the Aerospace industry, I decided I wanted to get involved in community
volunteer activities. Unlike
other financial institutions, the
Board members of our Credit
Union volunteer their services.
We do not receive salary, stipend
or benefits. Credit Unions are
cooperatives, owned, operated
and managed by their members
and not stock holders.

O’CONNOR PEST CONTROL
101 Cuyama Lane, Nipomo

HANCOCK TERRACE APARTMENTS
534 E. Boone Street, Santa Maria

What do you like most about
your job?
Being part of the CoastHills
team and what it does for our
community. Thanks to the
efforts of our volunteers, our

Continued - pg 2

SANTA MARIA ALL-AMERICAN WRESTLING
2000 S. Broadway, Santa Maria

Chamber Officials
2015-2016 OFFICERS
Chairman of the Board
Eddie Murray, The Murray Group - Morgan
Stanley

Santa Maria offers delicious food
and wine perfect for Summer

Chairman Elect
Ed Carcarey, Mega 97.1
Vice Chairman
Cameron Stephens, SM Tire
Vice Chairman
Erika Weber, VTC Enterprises
Past Chairman
Tim Ritchie, Home Motors

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dr. Ray Arensdorf, Arensdorf Chiropractic
Trent Benedetti, Benedetti & Associates

W

hat could be better than Summer on the Central Coast? Perfect weather, plenty of beaches to visit, and of course..delicious food and
wine to enjoy! Santa Maria has lots to offer to keep your palette happy this Summer - and many local spots have Summer specials and
menu suggestions you’ll definitely want to sample in these warmer months.

Santa Maria Summer Eats
From locally famous tri-tip and BBQ to lighter fare and more exotic options, Santa Maria has no shortage of places to eat! Enjoy some of your
local favorites, or branch out and try something new. Here are some local favorites you must try this Summer:

Far Western Tavern

Donna Cross, Next Day Signs
Jean-luc Garon, Historic Santa Maria Inn

“For dinner, you must try our famous Bull’s Eye Steak - a 14oz boneless rib-eye. It is what brings
many people in to the Far Western. Equally popular is our Pinot Filet - a 6oz center cut steak topped
with mushrooms and red wine bordelaise. We also serve brunch every Saturday and Sunday, so many
locals come in for Tri-Tip & Eggs with a Bacon Topped Bloody Mary. Chef Adam Measurall has weekly
entree and dessert specials featuring local seasonal items. We announce them every Thursday and they
are available until they sell out.”
- Wil Fernandez, Far Western Tavern

George Majoue, Knights of Columbus
Dan Pankratz, One Way Board Shop
Era Polly, Era Polly Real Estate
Hugh Rafferty, CoastHills Federal Credit Union
Donna Randolph, State Farm Insurance
Tim Rooney, Rooney’s Irish Pub
Janet Silveria, Community Bank of Santa Maria
Chris Slaughter, Discovery Museum
Dr. Kevin Walthers, Allan Hancock College
Tim Woodbury, Woody’s Butcher Block

Chamber Staff
President & CEO
Glenn Morris, ACE
925-2403 x825
glenn@santamaria.com
VP, Chamber Operations
Terri Oneschuck
925-2403 x824
terrio@santamaria.com

Doc Burnstein’s Ice Cream Lab
“Come in to Doc Burnstein’s for one of their unique flavors like Motor Oil, Merlot, and Birthday Cake,
or a classic banana split for two. We are currently partnering with Make-a-Wish for their annual summer
fundraising program, helping Make-a-Wish raise funds with a new flavor, “Me Like Cookies”. Created
with local Wish Child Matthew, proceeds from every scoop go towards Make-a-Wish. No matter what
your heart desires, you’ll have a fun and memorable ice cream experience while benefiting the community
at the same time.”
- Greg Steinberger, Doc Burnstein’s Ice Cream Lab

Sula Mediterranean Kitchen & Bar
“If you are looking for a healthy option and don’t want to compromise in flavor, give us whirl; your taste buds are in for a treat! Our customers
love, love, love our Chicken Shawarma and beef kabob! This Summer for a limited time, Sula Mediterranean is introducing our Mexiterranean
menu fusing our deliciously marinated meats with your classic Mexican favorites!”
- Sally Elias, Sula Mediterranean Kitchen & Bar

Moxie Cafe

Director, Economic Development
925-2403 x817

“Moxie Cafe offers a very unique and healthful menu. Our meats are antibiotic and hormone free,
cooked rotisserie style. We don’t serve trans fats,opting for healthy oils such as pure olive oil, or coconut
oil. MSG is also banned from the Moxie Cafe. Some Summer favorites include the Roasted Veggie Salad,
featuring hand roasted locally sourced vegetables, the Tuscan Chicken Sandwich, and the hand crafted
Gelato is always a Summer hit!”
- Robert Grimmesey, Moxie Cafe

Director, Visitor & Convention Bureau
Gina Keough
925-2403 x814
gina@santamaria.com
Membership Manager
Cara Martinez
925-2403 x852
cara@santamaria.com
Events & Special Projects Manager
Jennifer Harrison
925-2403 x815
jennifer@santamaria.com

Rooney’s Irish Pub
“Some of our customer favorites that are enjoyed year round include our Reuben, fish and chips,
corned beef and shepherd’s pie. Additionally, Chef Alex prepares daily specials featuring the freshest
seasonal ingredients. Come in and try for yourself!”
- Jake Rooney, Rooney’s Irish Pub

Communications Specialist
Molly Schiff
925-2403 x816
molly@santamaria.com

Santa Maria Summer Sips

Group Sales & Services Coordinator
Terri Prouty
925-2403 x851
terri@santamaria.com

Here in Santa Maria, we’re fortunate to have an amazing selection of local wine. Whether you’re looking to sample at the tasting rooms or bring
home a bottle for your Summer BBQ – there are plenty of options when it comes to wine in the Santa Maria Valley. What should you sip this
Summer? We talked to the local wineries, and they had plenty of suggestions:

Administrative Support Coordinator
Patricia Horta
925-2403 x812
patricia@santamaria.com

The Chamber Connection is the official
monthly publication of the Santa Maria Valley
Chamber of Commerce, 614 S Broadway,
Santa Maria, CA 93454-5111,
(805) 925-2403.
Send corrections or good news submissions to
chambernews@santamaria.com

Presqu’ile Winery
“For Summer, it doesn’t get better than Sauvignon Blanc and Rosé. Our Rosé of Pinot Noir was
just named “The Best Rosé in California” by Wine Bible author Karen MacNeil. Our Estate Sauvignon
Blanc is bright and crisp, with plenty of citrus and fresh green herbs. Both are perfect for the pool and
the porch!”
- Cameron Porter, Presqu’ile Winery

Riverbench Vineyard & Winery
“Our Brut Rosé is perfect for Summer because it’s light and refreshing. It’s so versatile and pairs with
almost anything, but my favorite pairing is fried chicken and sparkling wine, so that’s on my agenda at
least once this Summer.”
- Laura Booras, Riverbench Vineyard & Winery

Golden Bear Winery

Hugh Rafferty
management and our staff, we have contributed approximately $250,000.00 to the
Mission Hope Cancer Research Center,
$55,000.00 to Allan Hancock College
for their Ecology and Viticulture program, thousands of dollars to graduating
seniors through our scholarship program,
and untold hours of community service
assisting youth sports programs, veterans’
organizations, churches, senior centers,
Chambers of Commerce and other
non-profit organizations throughout the
Central Coast.
What has the Chamber membership
meant for your business?
The Chamber has afforded us the
opportunity to establish relationships
with numerous small and large businesses
within Santa Maria. It has enabled us to
grow our business which in turn enables
us to invest more in our community. It’s
all about partnerships.
The best part about the Santa Maria
Valley is...?
The willingness of its people to step
up to the plate to help their community,
the educational and recreational services
available, and the personal and professional friendships I’ve made through my
involvement with the Chamber.

“On a warm Summer’s day, cool off with our refreshing 2012 Brucher Chardonnay, and enjoy its well-balanced juicy tropical flavors with floral
notes and hints of vanilla and spice, or create a cocktail with our 2011 Golden Bear Chillable Red, with slightly sweet red fruits and a smooth
finish. Serve it over ice with an orange slice and a maraschino cherry on top. Both wines can be enjoyed as an aperitif or pairs perfectly with your
summer BBQ picnic dishes.”
- Chad Leal, Golden Bear Winery

CORE Winery
“Our most popular red blend is the Hard Core, it’s a blend of Mourvedre, Grenache, Syrah,
Tempranillo and Cabernet Sauvignon that we’ve been making since 2002. It’s a great price that’s perfect
for a backyard BBQ!”
- Becky Corey, CORE Winery

Cambria Winery & Vineyard
“Cambria Estate Wines is known for our Chardonnary and Pinot Noir. For Summer, I’d recommend
any of our Chardonnays and also our Rosé. These pair great with light Summer fare like bruschetta with
fresh heirloom tomatoes or a Beet avocado salad with blue cheese crumble.”
- Brian York, Cambria Winery & Vineyard

Ca’ Del Grevino Cafe & WIne Bar
“During the Summer months you want a wine that is light, clean, and crisp. We recommend our stainless steel matured Chardonnay which
has notes of green apple, lemon and mouth watering acidity. It pairs well with anything from a light chicken Caesar salad, a chicken & jalapeño
flatbread pizza, or a smoked salmon with cherry tomatoes.”
- Jon Karlo Macias, Ca’ Del Grevino Cafe & Wine Bar

J. Wilkes Wines
“A Summer favorite is our 2014 J. Wilkes Pinot Blanc. This wine is bright, aromatic and delicious enough for
cocktails around the pool on a warm day, structured enough for a cheese and charcuterie plate, and perfect for classic
Alsatian cuisine: pan-friend frog’s legs (cuisses de grenouilles) in a parsley cream sauce. For the less adventurous, a
dozen Morro Bay oysters, a white pizza with shrimp and bacon, or grilled peach halves with burrata cheese. Speaks
clearly of Santa Maria sun, wind and fog.”
- Noemi Zendejas, J. Wilkes Wines

Solve-it! Companies LLC provides innovative
improvements to existing technology

S

olve-it! Companies has a new home in Santa Maria. The marketing
and manufacturing-focused company recently consolidated their
three locations into one here locally. Originally based in Simi Valley
and San Luis Obispo, the company decided that Santa Maria would
provide the resources and services they needed to continue expanding.
“We considered other cities but found Santa Maria to be the best choice
for us,” said Trevor Orrick, VP of Sales/Business Development for SolveIt! Companies LLC. “We found that Santa Maria had larger warehouse
facilities and saw the potential for future growth.”
In addition to the space, Orrick said Santa Maria offer a great network of
professionals who could serve as potential staff members as the company
continues to expand.
“There are many qualified new hires who have experience in product
assembly here in Santa Maria” he said. “We hope to be able to grow our
business and support local as much as we can.”
The company has already begun to utilize local suppliers and other local
manufacturers. “The quality of local manufacturers has been astounding,”
Orrick said.
Originally started as a marketing company in 1994, Solve-it! Companies
has shifted into a marketing and manufacturing company hosting four
separate brands/product lines: Pad Grip, Solve-it Tools, Fit Grip and Mob
Armor. Though each is a separate brand, they all focus on better utilizing
existing technology.
Pad Grip offers tablet holding devices made for point of sale. Solve
It Tools are simple device-holding tools for hands-free use. Fit Grip is a
brand of tablet holding devices made specifically for strength and fitness
gyms. And Mob Armor provides mobile phone and tablet holding
devices for off-road vehicle use.

Solve-it! Companies LLC is located in Santa Maria. The company serves as an umbrella
for three brands focused on manufacturing accessories for mobile phones and tablets.

Solve-It! Companies recently consolidated their three locations into
one in Santa Maria, located at 2360 Thompson Way, Ste. E.

New Members
Pizza Hut
Oscar Herrera
1130 E. Clark Ave, Ste 130
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 621-5770
www.pizzahut.com
Golden State Water Company
Mike Babb
2330 A Street, Suite A
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 349-7407
www.gswater.com
Awesome Photography & Video
Mohammad Mohabbat
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 938-1198

51 years
CalPortland Construction
46 years
Rabobank, N.A.
45 years
Santa Maria Valley YMCA
39 years
Mission Linen Supply of Santa Maria
36 years
Chevron
Arbor Ridge Apartments
29 years
Graphics LTD
24 years
American Red Cross
Apio Inc.
KSBY
Tri W Enterprises, Inc.
Nancy Paine

set of obstacles to overcome. Now that they
have settled in to their Santa Maria location,
Orrick says their future growth for SolveIt! includes developing IOS and Android
Apps to compliment existing projects. They
also have some virtual reality projects in the
pipeline.
“The future looks great for Solve-It!
Companies,” he said. “Our sales team is
growing and we are bringing on 20-30
resellers a month. Best of all we have put
together a hard working team with a focus
on growth. It will be exciting to see what the
future brings.”
Solve-it! Companies is located at 2360
Thompson Way in Santa Maria. You can
learn more about their product lines at http://
www.solveitcompanies.com.

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to welcome these new members for the month of May. We appreciate their
vote of confidence in our ability to add value to their business and to create a strong local economy together.

Central Coast Collaborative on
Homelessness
Chuck Flacks
c/o United Way of Northern Santa
Barbara
1660 South Broadway, #101
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 293-7965
www.c3homes.org
Jenny Craig Weight Loss Center
Laura Marie Pirkl
550 East Betteravia
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 925-3144
www. Jennycraig.com

Renewing Members
96 years
Historic Santa Maria Inn

Accross all of their brands, Solve-it!
Companies takes pride in the quality of
craftsmanship they provide their clients.
“We build high quality products and stand
behind them,” Orrick said. “We do what we say
we will do, and we deliver on time and or early.”
And meeting those deadlines isn’t always
easy. Orrick recalled one particular project
they did for Nordstrom department stores,
where they needed a new point of sale system
that would replace every outdated system in
all of their US and Canada stores. The catch? A
narrow three month deadline.
“We had only three months to design,
engineer and manufacture for the first phase
installations,” Orrick explained. “Our entire
company worked night and day to meet the
deadline. Nordstrom loved what we came up
with and after two years of manufacturing our
product is used in every one of their stores to
help customers checkout. Nordstrom also told
us “Solve It is the best vendor they have ever
worked with”.”
Orrick says he enjoys being a part of the
design and manufacturing process for all of
their product lines, with each bringing its own

Curves in Orcutt
Virginia Breedlove
1157 E. Clark Ave, Suite I
Orcutt, CA 93455
(805) 938-5511
www.curves.com

Hayward Lumber
Lynn Edie
800 W. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria , CA 93455
(805) 928-9598
www.haywardlumber.com

Our next Chamber member could be YOU!
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to have
800+ local businesses as valued Chamber members. As a Chamber
member, you are entitled to a wide range of benefits and services,
designed to help you promote, grow and improve your business,
including business referrals and your business listing on our website
membership directory.
Learn more about how the Chamber can help you! Contact Chamber
Membership Manager Cara Martinez at (805) 925-2403 x852 or
cara@santamaria.com.

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is excited to recognize these partners who strive each day to create
jobs, boost our local economy and build a community of which we can all be proud.

23 years
Allan Hancock College
City Motors Collision Center
22 years
ResCare Workforce Services
21 years
American Medical Response Inc.
Crystal Springs Water Co.
Santa Maria Arts Council
Rancho Bowl
20 years
Coldwell Bank - Jean Studer
Amerigas Propane
Klondike Pizza
19 years
Tognazzini Beverage Services
Hitching Post of Casmalia
Pacific Christian Center
17 years
WalMart #2507
The Natural History Museum
16 years
Friends of the Santa Maria Public Library
Valley Christian Academy & Preschool

Morris & Garritano Insurance
15 years
Central Coast Sports Arena
United Blood Services of the Central
Coast
13 years
United Staffing Associates
Studio 23
12 years
Air Pollution Control District
11 years
American GI Forum
Central Coast Remedial Resources Inc.
Leona Doidge
Pathpoint
6 years
Flower Carriage Gifts
5 years
Gold Coast Senior Options/Dementia
Care Associates
First United Methodist Church
4 years
Newcomers Club of Santa Maria

Home Depot
Nipomo Swapmeet & Mini Storage
Maria’s Cre-Asian Diner
3 years
Central Coast Music Academy
California Hot Dog Co.
Pacific Coast Excavation Inc.
Ca’Del GreVino Vineyard
Santa Maria Valley Railroad
Blakeslee & Blakeslee Inc.
Caring Hands Elderly Services
2 years
IES LLC
MIYB Spaces
Cal-Coast Refrigeration/Modern Air
Nostalgic’s Inc./Alternative Energy
Solutions
Jeremy Teitelbaum Communication
Inner Strength Martial Arts/ Santa Maria
Martial Arts
1 Year
Troesh Recycling DBA Roxsand
Smile Santa Maria Dental
Chris’ Country Properties
Bob’s Well Bread Bakery
Freshcrete

CA Legislative Update: Job Killer and Job
Creator Bills

T

he June 3rd deadline for bills to pass
the house has passed, and we saw just
four job killer bills move forward to the
second house:
Affordable Housing Barriers
• SB 1150 (Leno; D-San Francisco) Erodes
Housing Availability: Increases liability risk
and the cost of residential loans by allowing
a party not on the mortgage loan to interfere
with appropriate foreclosures and creates a
private right of action for violations of overly
complex and burdensome requirements. To
Assembly.
• SB 1318 (Wolk; D-Davis) Erodes Housing
Affordability:
Inappropriately
leverages
necessary affordable housing in order to solve
infrastructure issues with the consequence
that the housing won’t be built by imposing
requirements on water or waste water
districts to serve certain communities first. To
Assembly.
Increased Labor Costs
• SB 1166 (Jackson; D-Santa Barbara)
Imposes New Maternity and Paternity Leave
Mandate: Unduly burdens and increases
costs of small employers with as few as 10
employees, as well as large employers with
50 or more employees, by requiring 12 weeks
of protected employee leave for maternity or
paternity leave, and exposes all employers to
the threat of costly litigation. To Assembly.

Meritless Litigation
• SB 899 (Hueso; D-San Diego) Increased
Meritless Litigation Costs: Drives up consumer
costs and increases frivolous litigation similar
to the disability access lawsuits in California,
by prohibiting a retailer or grocery store from
discriminating against a person on the basis of
gender with the price of goods and subjecting
them to a minimum $4,000 of damages for each
violation. Assembly Judiciary Committee.
Additionally, three job creator bills have
moved forward to the second house:
Reducing Affordable Housing Barriers
• SB 1069 (Wieckowski; D-Fremont)
Increases Housing Supply: Creates and expedites
additional housing supply by streamlining the
permitting process for Accessory Dwelling
Units. Assigned to the Assembly Housing and
Community Development Committee and
Assembly Local Government Committee; no
hearing date set.
Economic Growth Incentives
• AB 2664 (Irwin; D-Thousand Oaks)
Increased Innovation and Entrepreneurship:
Makes it easier to establish a business by
expanding capacity and increasing access to
the University of California (UC) and Berkeley
National Laboratory to their innovation and
entrepreneurship centers, which provide
incubator space, legal services, entrepreneur
training and more for researchers and other
individuals looking to develop innovative

A number of both California job killer and California job creator bills
have passed through the house and onto the second house. These bills
could have important implications for California business owners.
solutions. In Senate Rules awaiting policy
committee assignment.
• SB 936 (Hertzberg; D-Van Nuys) Loan
Access: Encourages creation of small businesses
by expanding their access to loans, which
helps them grow. Assembly Jobs, Economic

Development and the Economy Committee
hearing June 21.
Content courtesy of CalChamber.

Salute to Volunteers award recipients show
impressive commitment to giving back

W

hether ushering at the local theatre, spending hours answering hotline phone calls or planning events and seeking donations, there’s one thing volunteers in our local community have in
common: their dedication to helping make Santa Maria a better place. The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce recently held it’s annual Salute to Volunteer lunch, and was thrilled to
recognize the following nominees for their commitment to volunteering and giving back to the local Santa Maria community:
Lily Cavos, North County Rape Crisis & Child
Protection Center
“Lily has been a wonderful advocate in this role as
she spreads the word about our center and all we offer
to the public, meanwhile helping to try to recruit more
volunteers, because as we all know the Non-Profit
world is nothing without its volunteers. Lily Cavos
embodies everything you would want in a volunteer,
dedication, passion and drive. We are very lucky to
have her as part of our team!”
Monica Diaz, Community Action Commission of
Santa Barbara County
“Monica told CAC staff, “this program has given me
so much --- I will never be able to give back all that
it has given to me”. And while it may seem that way
to her, we know that Monica is a tireless volunteer
who always steps up when asked to help. Monica is
a wonderful role model for her children and for the
entire community.”
Ron and Georgia Evey, PCPA - Pacific Conservatory
Theatrer
“Ron and Georgia deserve special recognition for
their long-term dedication of 12 years continuous
service to PCPA.
As with most non-profit
organizations, our volunteer recruitment and training
is an ongoing investment and so we are especially
grateful for volunteers such as Ron and Georgia Evey
who are well-trained, super-dedicated and continue to
serve.”
Heather King-Smith, North County Rape Crisis &
Child Protection Center
“Heather she is engaged, enthusiastic, and allows her
passion to shine through to inspire all those she comes
in contact with. Heather is consistently putting others’
needs before her own, and graciously tends to the
needs of our Center and our community at large. Her
humility in doing so truly exemplifies what it means
to be a volunteer-- something the North County Rape
Crisis and Child Protection Center could not be more
proud of, or thankful for.”

Robert “Bob” Kirker, FoodBank of Santa Barbara
County
“Bob gives on average 300 hours a year, but he gives
more than time. He enjoys sharing his expertise with
new volunteers. This helps staff immensely. The time
and special care he gives to train new volunteers allows
staff to work on other jobs. And, volunteers love him.
Bob is our quiet unsung hero. A staple at the Foodbank.
We are incredibly lucky he chose us. The community is
incredibly lucky to have Bob Kirker.”

Peggy Middleton, Special Olympics Southern
California, Santa Barbara County
“The impact that Peggy has had on our local program
has been astronomical; Peggy has played a critical role
in the overall success of our local operations as well.
Peggy never complains about any tasks asked of her,
and you should know that without Peggy’s help many
others would have been working through the night just
to stay on top of everything. Peggy, your commitment
and support are greatly appreciated.”

Tim Murphy, Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Maria
Valley
“Tim has made a significant impact on the lives of
Santa Maria Valley youth through his generosity and
understanding of our mission in the community. We
are grateful for his compassion and dedication to the
youth we serve at Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Maria
Valley.”

Cristina Sinco, City of Santa Maria Recreation and
Parks
“For over a decade, Mrs. Cristina Sinco has been
involved with the Special Olympics of Northern Santa
Barbara County VIP Dinner Fundraiser. Mrs. Sinco
has been a key supporter of this fundraiser, annually
dedicating her time and effort towards the success of
the event.”

Vacation time is your time: Plan your staycation today

S

ummertime and the Living is… BUSY.
Don’t you hate how busy life is? Do
you long for a couple of days off…to do
absolutely nothing?
Well, you should. Paid time off, vacation
time, comp time, whatever you’ve got coming,
you’re entitled to. ‘Time waits for no one’,
my Dad likes to say, and it’s true. Don’t miss
out on spending time with loved ones, time
alone, time to … whatever. Or time will keep
on passing you by, and you will get more and
more tired, weary by the day, miss out on time
to do fun things and spend time with family
and friends.
I introduce to you, Project: Time Off*. This
is U.S. Travel Association’s initiative ‘to prove
the value of time off for personal well-being,
professional success, business performance,
and economic expansion.’
Did you know...
•
55% of Americans did not use all
their vacation time in 2015, amounting to
$648 million in unused days. No wonder
some people walk around like zombies, feeling
overwhelmed, stressed out, exhausted and
depressed.
•
222 million of those un-taken
vacation days are lost. They can’t be rolled over
or paid out, just lost. This equates to these
people basically volunteering time to work.

•
Unused vacation result in billions in
lost revenue for our economy. If people had
used their vacation time last year, $223 billion
would have gone into the US economy and
1.6 million jobs would have been created –
resulting in even more income.
•
If Americans were to just use one
more vacation day, it would contribute $34
billion in total spending to the U.S. economy.
Here on the Central Coast of California, we
live in the perfect place to plan an excellent
staycation. You know, where you take time
off and enjoy your local area, instead of going
someplace else? If you take a staycation, you
extend the length of your free time, with no
extensive driving time, no traffic delays, and
no standing in long lines. Plus your spending
happens at local businesses, supporting the jobs
of our brothers and sisters. We’ve got it pretty
good here.
How about filling out that vacation slip
today? Then come visit our office at 614 S.
Broadway, and we’ll introduce you to activities
and events to fill up your vacation time to
create one heck of an awesome Central Coast
Staycation.
*Learn
more
at
UsTravel.org
or
ProjectTimeOff.com.
Gina Keough is the Director of the Visitor

The Santa Maria Valley offers all you need for the perfect staycation.
and Convention Bureau. She has worked
for the Chamber since August of 1999, and
is responsible for overseeing all the tourism
programs the Chamber offers. Gina is also
responsible for supporting group tour operators,

meeting planners, and special event coordinators
in ensuring their visits to Santa Maria are
successful.

