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The Roots of Rancho Bowl: Celebrating 60 Years in Santa Maria
Rancho Bowl is celebrating their 60th
year in the Santa Maria Valley Community
as an entertainment hub for families to
bowl, dine and gather for celebrations of all
kinds. This family-owned business has kept
the same tradition since it first opened in
1959: to create an exciting environment for
people to have fun.
The man behind this plan was Rancho
Bowl founder, Mili Acquistapace. 60 years
ago, this farmer, businessman and familyman wanted to create a gathering place
for Santa Maria Valley locals to celebrate,
gather and experience the fun of bowling. 60
years later, Rancho Bowl continues to carry
on Mili’s tradition.
Today, Mili’s legacy carries on.
Rancho
Bowl’s
current
co-owners
include his daughter, Viki Murray, along
with his grandson Luke Carranza and
granddaughter-in-law, Ashlee Carranza.
In 1959, the humble beginnings of
Rancho Bowl started as a 24 lane bowling
alley which then expanded to 32 lanes just
a short year later. Included in the original
building was a pro-shop where bowlers
rented and bought shoes, bags, balls, and
even had their bowling balls repaired. Other
features included in the bowling alley was
a barbershop, hair salon, coffee shop, small
arcade center and a playroom for children.
Through the 60s, families began to gather
at Rancho Bowl as it became one of the few
places in the community that provided
the quality of fun and entertainment they
were searching for. Almost immediately,

bowlathons became a community favorite.
Families gathered to bowl as local high
school students kept score with a pen and
paper. It not only became a booming bowling
alley, but also a place for community social
gatherings.
“There was nothing like this in Santa
Maria before Rancho Bowl,” said Murray.
“My father wanted to bring fun to our
community and he did that when he started
this business.”
The next couple of decades saw
advancements in dining. Santa Maria
style BBQ and the Rancho Bar increased
in popularity as it drew in crowds across
the central coast of California. These
features, along with the banquet room,
served as a venue for birthdays, weddings,

quinceañeras and more. Today, the banquet
room has transformed into an arcade three
times the size as the original arcade Rancho
Bowl started with.
Today, Rancho Bowl’s legacy continues
the traditions it began with and has evolved
into an entertainment hub for families
to experience an updated bowling alley,
arcade, restaurant, a bar equipped with
drink specials and a party room -- all in one
place.
The 32 lanes still remain in the bowling
alley, however, it has recently been
remodeled and refurbished with couches
and coffee tables. Each lane has also gone
through major technology upgrades with
LCD touch screen consoles, LCD flat
screen TV’s, integrated cameras, and even
Continued on p.2
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Chamber Convenes Business and Legislative Leaders at Business
& Government Roundtable
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber
convened local, county and state legislative
representatives and local business leaders
at their first Business & Government
Roundtable.
The group was formed as a way to guide
the Chamber’s work in the area of political
and regulatory advocacy. It will also serve
as a resource to public agencies by providing
a forum for issues and alternatives to be
shared, discussed and reviewed by leaders of
the local business community.
While the Chamber currently is a
member of CalChamber and the Chambers
of Commerce Alliance of Ventura & Santa
Barbara Counties, they wanted a more
localized way to understand the needs of the
business community, and make sure policy

positions align with those needs.
“More than ever, it is imperative that
the business community have a direct
line of communication with their elected
officials, and the Chamber’s Business and
Government Roundtable fills that role
nicely,” said Cory Bantilan, Chief of Staff
for 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino.
“It will allow us to have frequent and frank
conversations on the issues that matter most
to local businesses in the Santa Maria Valley
and hopefully head off potential negative
impacts before they surface. I am excited to
see what can be accomplished when business
and government truly work together.”
One of the outcomes of the roundtable
will be the development of an annual policy
statement document, which will serve as
a roadmap for the
Chamber’s political
and
government
affairs strategy. The
policy
document,
which will be created
by the roundtable
and approved by
the Chamber Board
of Directors, will
provide
Chamber
staff guidance to
Business & legislative leaders meet for the business &
advocate on behalf of
government roundtable.
their members with

local, state and federal officials.
“I think our body of work will be helpful
and well received due to the organization of
efforts and exchange of information amongst
our roundtable members, which include
Business Leaders, Government Officials and
Chamber staff,” said Tim Ritchie, General
Manager of Home Motors and member of
the roundtable. “I am excited to reconnect
with our Chamber and feel honored to be
able to collaborate with those involved.”
At the Business & Government
Roundtable inaugural meeting, Chamber
President/CEO Glenn Morris reviewed
the committee’s model and scope of work
and priorities. Additionally, updates were
given by city, county and state legislative
representatives on issues they are actively
involved in that affect our local community.
“As a catalyst for business growth and
a convener of leaders and influencers, we
know its important that the Chamber stays
in communication with our legislators, and
we continue to advocate on behalf of our
business community,” said Glenn Morris,
President/CEO for the Santa Maria Valley
Chamber of Commerce. “The Business
& Government Roundtable is a platform
that allows us to have an open dialog with
our government representation, and stay
diligent on promoting policies that promote
economic vitality for our community.”

Continued: The Roots of Rancho Bowl
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connection with Facebook so bowlers can
share the fun on social media.
Rancho Bowl continues its impressive
entertainment evolution and remains busier
than ever as it serves Santa Maria Valley
and beyond. For the 60th anniversary
celebration, the Rancho Bowl team plans
to celebrate much more than the journey
they’ve gone through since Mili established
its roots in 1959; they plan to celebrate the
support, love and relationships they’ve
developed throughout this journey.
“We want to give back to a community
that has given us so much over the past 60
years,” said Ashlee Carranza. Giving back to
the community is exactly what the Rancho
Bowl team intends to do for this 60th
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anniversary celebration.
Starting April 8, 2019, Rancho Bowl
will be launching the Rancho Bowl 60th
Anniversary Mural Contest to showcase
“The History of Santa Maria,” which will be
opened to interested artists through June 1,
2019. Over the years, Santa Maria has seen
drastic changes in its business landscape
as businesses have either opened or moved
towards Betteravia Road, away from Rancho
Bowl’s side of town.
“We want to revitalize the beauty on our
end of town,” said Carranza. “...and I think
a big mural will help beautify this part of
Santa Maria.” Applications are open to any
artists who are interested in portraying what
they deem are important aspects of Santa

Maria’s history that they believe should be
preserved.
History and traditions are significant
aspects to Rancho Bowl’s journey.
Preserving the beauty behind the roots
that were established is essential for the
team -- not only to honor the legacy Mili
Aquistipace left behind, but to celebrate the
future that lays ahead for the Santa Maria
Valley Community.
“My father was so respected in the
community and carrying on his legacy is an
honor,” Murray explained. “It’s a blessing
to be able to continue his passion for that
and to have a mural painted honoring the
community we’ve been a part of for the past
60 years.”

Santa Maria Valley Chamber Month in Review
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2. JD Scroggin of CoastHills talks about
storytelling through social meida at a recent
TechBrew event. Put on by Softec and
sponsored by the Santa Maria Chamber,
TechBrew is a monthly meeting/networking
event centered around local tech companies
and topics.
3. The Santa Maria Chamber recently
formed a new partnership with SEEAG Students for Eco Education and Agriculture
and their Santa Barbara County Farm Day
event. Chamber CEO Glenn Morris poses

6.

5.

7.

1. Nearly 700 community members gathered
at the Santa Maria Fairpark to celebrate our
local agriculture industry at the Chamber’s
Annual Strawberry Industry Recognition
Dinner. Andy Caldwell of COLAB of Santa
Barbara County was recognized as Industry
Partner of the Year. Ticket sales from the
evenings’ prize raffle raised $5,000 for
California Strawberry Commission student
scholarships.

3.

2.

1.

8.

with members of SEEAG at their Farm Day
Kickoff event. The Chamber is proud to be
working with friends and partners in Ag
community to tell the real story!
4. Local community members network at
the Chamber’s May Mixer at Presqu’ile
Winery. Mixers provide an opportunity
for community members to network and
learn more about the local businesses in our
community. The local rotates each month,
and a calendar of upcoming mixers can be
found at santamaria.com.
5. Melissa James, CEO of the Hourglass
project, speaks to Chamber staff and board
members during the annual Chamber
Board retreat. The retreat is used for the staff
and board to review accomplishments of the
past year, and set goals and priorities for the
coming fiscal year.
6. Leadership Santa Maria Valley broke
ground on their Legacy Project, a park they
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are building on a 4.6 acre parcel of land off
of Carmen lane. Leadership is a program
run by the Chamber, and they are now
taking applications for the class of 2020.
Learn more at santamaria.com
7. The Chamber recently went international,
taking their first abroad trip to China! The
10 day trip was organized through the
Chamber, and included nearly 40 locals
from Santa Maria.
8. Chamber staff took to the streets to
sell newspapers during Day of Hope. All
proceeds from the event benefit local cancer
patients and cancer research.
9. Yee-haw! Chamber staff attended the
Elks Rodeo kick-off event. The Chamber
and Visitor’s Bureau is proud to support the
rodeo and the local tourism it brings to the
community.
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Chamber Membership Corner
Ribbon Cuttings:
March 15 - April 11
Armando’s Autobody & Paint, Inc.
315 Dal Porto Lane, Unit C, Santa Maria

New Members: March 15, 2019 - April 15, 2019
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to welcome these new members
joining the Chamber. We appreciate their vote of confidence in our ability to add value to
their business and to create a strong local economy together.
Ceaser’s Barbershop
325 E. Betteravia Road, B-10, Santa Maria
(805) 266-6303

Labor Finders
1782 S. Broadway, Santa Maria
(805) 346-6083
www.laborfinders.com

Cultural & Creative Arts Center of Santa
Maria Valley AKA ‘’Corazon del Pueblo’’
124 W. Main Street, Ste. E, Santa Maria

107 W. Park Street, Ste. 105, Santa Maria
(805) 266-6303

Hubbell Real Estate Group Santa Maria
1017 S Broadway, Santa Maria

Renew & Refresh Your Business at
National Small Business Week Event

Abilities for Kids, Inc.
522 E. Main Street, Santa Maria

AL PHO
1201 E. Main Street, Santa Maria

Envoy Mortgage
2345 S. Broadway, Suite A, Santa Maria
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Cultural & Creative Arts Center of the Santa
Maria Valley AKA ‘’Corazon del Pueblo’’
124 W. Main Street, Ste. E, Santa Maria
(805) 598-5311

Join the U.S. Small Business
Administration
(SBA),
U.S.
Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC), City of Santa Maria, Santa Maria
Valley Chamber of Commerce, and local
resource partners this National Small
Business Week to review your small business
rights, responsibilities, and resources!
As a small business owner and an
employer, you may have legal responsibilities
under the federal employment antidiscrimination and labor laws. Come and
learn about the federal laws that may apply

Hive Realty Investments, LLC
Avila Beach, CA
(805) 458-6727
www.hiverei.com

to your business, how you can prevent
harassment and best resolve charges of
discrimination and labor disputes, as well
as how to get connected with free Federal
assistance in small business counseling,
funding, Federal Government contracts,
disaster recovery, and more!
This free event will take place Friday,
May 10th at 10:00 a.m. at Shepard Hall
inside the Santa Maria Public Library (421 S
McClelland St, Santa Maria). Learn more and
RSVP at http://bit.ly/NSBWRfrsh.

Renewing Members: April 2019
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is excited to recognize these partners who
strive each day to create jobs, boost our local economy and build a community of which we
can all be proud. Thank you for your continued membership with the Chamber.
39 years
Country Oaks Care Center

11 years
Kelly Moore Paint Co., Inc

29 years
Earth Systems Pacific
Jay Cee Trophy Co., Inc.
Santa Maria Fairpark

10 years
Mega 97.1
St Claire Apartments

26 years
Boy Scouts of America
24 years
Darensberries, LLC
23 years
Western Aeromedical Consortium
The Great American Melodrama
Glad A Way Gardens, Inc.
Coastal Business Finance
Central Coast Printing
22 years
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
21 years
Hesperian Masonic Lodge #264
Tetra Tech, Inc.
Nu-Tech Pest Management
R W Scott Construction Co., Inc.
19 years
LaVista Apartments of Santa Maria
Wilshire Home Health
Santa Maria Sun
18 years
California Strawberry Commission
17 years
Central Coast Rescue Mission
16 years
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates)
15 years
Keller Williams Realty Coastal Valley - JEANNIE
LAMBERT
Gina’s Piece of Cake
American Legion Post 534
Community Action Commission
14 years
Central Coast Jet Center
The Docu Team
13 years
Buckboard Motor Lodge
12 years
Jack Boysen
Driscoll Inc.

9 years
New America Realty
8 years
Central Coast Packaging Services
Central Coast Mechanical Services
CCP Trucking
7 years
Pacific Western Bank
Laurus College
Ammo Wear Jewelry
6 years
Maya Restaurant
Presqu’ile Winery
FALLAS-First Place to Shop ... First Place to Save
Windset Farms
Westside Building Materials - Santa Maria
5 years
Calstar/AirMedCare Network
J & E Cleaning Service
4 years
Softec
Niya Restaurant, Inc
CORE Winery
Shred 2 You, Inc
3 years
Naturipe Berry Growers
Never Too Late Fitness
Central Coast Realty Group
Solve-It! Companies, LLC
2 years
Mexican Ladies Social Club
1880 Union Hotel & Saloon
The Salvation Army
Winn Hyundai of Santa Maria
Fairway Mortgage Corporation - Alex Smith
Digital West
Coast to Coast Medical Transportation Inc
1 year
Central Coast Kind
Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Maria Valley Foundation
Cariman Services
La Casa del Celular
Santa Maria Country Club Golf Shop
LNI International, Inc.
San Luis Obispo Chamber of Commerce
Extreme Response International
Chick-Fil-A Enos Ranch
Zoom Imaging Solutions
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Chamber Board of Directors:
2018-2019
Executive Committee
Chairman: Ray Arensdorf, Arensdorf
Chiropractic
Chairman-Elect: Jean-Luc Garon, Radisson
Hotel Santa Maria
Vice Chairman: Janet Silveria, Community
Bank of Santa Maria
Vice Chairman: Kevin Walthers, Allan
Hancock
College
Past Chairman: Cameron Stephens, SM Tire
Board Members
Mark Allen, Marian Regional Medical Center
Ed Carcarey, Mega 97.1
Ron Cossa, Tolman & Wiker Insurance
Edgar Gascon, Hacienda Realty
David LeRoy, Toyota of Santa Maria
Butch Lopez, V Lopez Jr. & Sons General
Engineering Contractors
Eddie Murray, Murray Group-Morgan
Stanley
Era Polly, Era Polly Real Estate
Hugh Rafferty, Coast Hills Credit Union
Cynthia Schur, Santa Maria Times
Michelle Shipman, Searchlight Properties
Laurie Tamura, Urban Planning Concepts
Tim Williams, Digital West
Tim Woodbury, Woody’s Butcher Block

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of
Commerce is a catalyst for business growth,
a convener of leaders and influencers, and a
champion for a stronger Santa Maria Valley.
Learn more about the Chamber by visiting
www.santamaria.com.
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LSMV Explores Media and Tech During April Topic Day
Do you know how many advertisements
we are exposed to through media in one
day? According to Ed Carcarey, we see and/
or hear approximately five to seven thousand
every day. The rules of advertising vary
depending on the form of media being used;
however, there are four laws in advertising
that are constant: know your ideal customer,
have consistency, establish your frequency,
and have a unique message. Throughout
his career, Carcarey has observed many
companies claiming their customer service
is “the best”. However, he explained that
those claims do not set a business apart,
and no media advertiser can share their
unique appeal to consumers by advertising
their “great” customer service. In order
for advertising and media agencies such as
Carcarey’s Emerald Wave Media or Mega
97.1 to successfully promote a business, the
business must be able to identify what sets
them apart and who their ideal customer is.
Carcary set the tone for an immersive
and educational deay for Leadership Santa
Maria Valley as they explored Media and
Technology during their April topic day.
After listening to Ed Carcarey, the class
learned what sets CoastHills apart: the way
they combine technology and attention
to detail to prevent fraudulent charges.
CoastHills has dedicated staffing that works
to prevent fraud from occurring in their
members’ accounts. Algorithms are in place
to evaluate each transaction and provide
it with a score to determine whether your
account has been compromised. Should that
algorithm ever determine a transaction to
possibly be fraudulent, the transaction is
blocked and a specialist calls the member to
confirm.
“As a leader, do not ask someone to do
something you would not do yourself.” Don
McMonagle, former astronaut, veteran of
three shuttle flights, and current Program
Manager for the USAF Launch and Test
Range Systems Integrated Support Contract
within RGNext, provided the class with a
motivational speech based on his experiences
with various leadership styles. A company
with good leadership must be constructively
critical. In order for you to succeed within a
company as a leader, your values must align
with that of the company. Finally, a good
leader must be able to understand and care
6

Leadership Santa Maria Valley Class members pose with Orcutt Academy High School
Robotics club after an impressive demonstration of the team’s award-winning robots.
about the perspective of his/her team.
Technology has had an enormous
impact on media itself. What makes the
Santa Maria Times unique is that it has the
only printing press on the central coast. In
addition to the publicly available printed
newspapers, there are the digital news
articles that you can access through the
Santa Maria Times phone app with different
tiers of membership. Another couple of
changes with the use of technology are the
increased capacity for live interactions and
the way reporters are using social media to
report local news and updating their stories
in real time as information is made available
to them.
The Orcutt Academy High School
robotics program presented their latest
robotics projects for participation in FIRST,

For Inspiration and Recognition of Science
and Technology. The team had several
different teams consisting of approximately
40 students, who had various leadership
responsibilities including, but not limited
to, fundraising, mechanical, electrical,
accounting, software, and outreach. All of
these teams work together to participate in
annual, worldwide competitions, where they
could qualify for a “world’s” competition.
The team is provided with an objective that
is performed within a competitive game. In
six weeks, the team must design and build a
robot that will earn them as many points as
possible.
Learn more about the Leadership Santa
Maria Valley program at www.santamaria.
com/leadership-santa-maria-valley.

Now Accepting Applications for Leadership Santa
Maria Valley Class of 2020!
Leadership Santa Maria Valley is an 11 month program
designed to foster and create future community leaders. The
program allows participants to increase their understanding
of local issues, challenges and solutions while expanding
their personal and professional networks and refining their
leadership skills.
To learn more & apply for the program, visit santamaria.
com/leadership-santa-maria-valley or contact Program
Coordinator Terri Oneshuck at (805) 925-2403 x 824 or
email terrio@santamaria.com.

Cheers, #SantaMariaStyle!

Santa Maria Valley Wine Trolley Rolls into its 2019 Season

Thank You Sponsors
Chairman Level

Kicking off May 11, the Santa Maria Valley wine trolley will run its loop through the
Foxen Canyon Wine trail every Saturday and Sunday until October 13. The route takes
approximately 60 minutes and allows passengers to step on and off at their convenience.
Explore a new weekend variety, #SantaMariaStyle.
For more information on the Wine Trolley route and where to buy tickets, visit
santamariavalley.com/winetrolley.
Executive Level

Director Level

Investor Level
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American General Media
Babe Farms, Inc.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Maria Valley
Central Coast Kind
Central Coast Mechanical Services
Certified Freight Logistics
Comcast
Community Bank of Santa Maria
Costco
Diani Companies
Express Employment Professionals
Golden State Water Company
J. Wilkes Wines
Luttrell Staffing Group
Milt Guggia Enterprises
Lineage Logistics
Mega 97.1/La Buena
Neuroboxing Santa Maria
O’Connor Pest Control
On the 101/ Beach Betty Creative
Pacific Coast Business Times
Plains All American Pipeline, L.P.
Rabobank
Rockin’ Jump - The Ultimate Trampoline Park
Safran Cabin Santa Maria
Safran Seats Santa Maria
Santa Maria Joint Union High School District
SESLOC Federal Credit Union
Smith’s Alarms & Electronics, Inc.
SM Tire
Sound on Sound/WilWooDuo
SunOpta
Tachi Palace Hotel & Casino
Testa Catering
The Towbes Group, Inc.
Urban Planning Concepts/ Rural Planning Services
VTC Enterprises
Walmart Neighborhood Markets
Wave Business
Wells Fargo Bank

7

Stay Connected with the Santa
Maria Valley Chamber
Visit: 614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria
Call: (805) 925-2403
Email: info@santamaria.com

614 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

Website: santamaria.com
Facebook: facebook.com/SMVCC
Twitter: twitter.com/SMVCC
Instagram: santamariachamberofcommerce
Email List: bit.ly/SMVCCMailingList
Text Message Alerts: Text "CHAMBER" to
33222
Chamber Connection is the official
monthly publication of the Santa Maria
Valley Chamber of Commerce. For
questions about this publication or to be
added to our monthly mailing distribution
list, email molly@santamaria.com.

Upcoming Events
Every Friday: Build Your Business Breakfast
8:00am - 9:00am, Denny’s Restaurant Santa Maria
May 8th: Business & Education Partnerships Luncheon
11:30am - 1:00pm, Santa Maria Fairpark
May 14th: Harassment Prevention Training - Supervisors
8:30am - 11:00am, Shepard Hall, Santa Maria Public Library
May 16th: Chamber Mixer with Santa Maria Noontime Kiwanis
5:00pm - 7:00pm, 600 W. Enos Drive, Santa Maria
For a full list of Chamber events, details and registration, visit
www.santamaria.com/events.

Does you sell goods or services? Would you like to sell to the state
of California or work with the government on contracts? California
procures most everything needed to conduct business and maintain
buildings, equipment, and our highway infrastructure. Attend this
FREE seminar to learn how to work with the state. If you sell it, we
probably buy it!
When: Friday, May 17, 2019, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Where: Allan Hancock College, 800 S. College Drive, Santa Maria,
Admin Bldg. B, Rm B-100
Register: santamaria.com/events/details/grow-your-business-in2019-in-state-contracting-35622 or email jessica.biro@dot.ca.gov

Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau
614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria | (805) 925-2403 | santamaria.com | info@santamaria.com
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