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Chamber Encourages Community to Shop Local
this Holiday Season
As the holiday season approaches, the
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce
is encouraging the community to support
our local businesses and shop local!
Choosing to support local businesses in
lieu of shopping online keeps money in
our local community and keeps our local
economy thriving.
“By shopping local we support our
community, connect with our neighbors,
and foster small town inclusiveness,”
said Alexandra Klein, Owner of Evinco
Strength & Conditioning. “It’s rare that we
still talk face to face and shopping local,
small businesses, gives you the chance to
connect with the owner in person.”
Klien says as a local business owner, she
does what she can to support other local
businesses, too. “We try to connect with
local business with everything from logo
creation, marketing and printing materials,
events and more,” Klien said.
Elizabeth Acosta, Owner of CovenTree:
Books & Gifts agrees that it’s important for
local business owners to set an example
and support other local businesses. “If I do
not have what a customer is looking for, I
will suggest other local small businesses
for them to check,” Acosta said. “When
we support the community, it helps the
community support our own business.”
Marcos Limon, Owner at Fusion Colors
Auto Body Repair, also tries to take the
lead in supporting other local businesses.
" If there's a service we cannot provide,
we recommend customers to other local
services," Limon said. "It's important for
our local business community to support
one another. We can exchange business
cards and recommend each other. By
supporting one another, it helps our
community to grow and create jobs for
everyone. "
This holiday season, the Chamber
has offered a variety of promotional
opportunities to help our 800+ local
business members encourage the
community to shop local. Many of our
members contributed to our annual shop
local coupon flyer, offering promotions
and discounts valid through the end of
the year. These coupons are available for
the public to pick up at the Chamber office
(614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria).
The Chamber is also encouraging
local businesses to participate in Small

As part of their efforts to encourage shopping local this holiday season, the
Santa Maria Chamber offered a variety of promotional materials to members to
help celebrate Small Business Saturday on November 25th.
Business Saturday on November 25th.
The national holiday is another way
businesses can educate the community
on the importance of supporting local
business, and encourage people to support
the great small businesses in Santa Maria
during the holiday season. The Chamber
has provided free promotional materials
for Small Business Saturday to our small
business members, to help them get the
word out about this great national event.
Shopping local shouldn't just be
encouraged during the holiday season,
though, but is a year round effort we can
all play a part in.
"If we don't purchase our routine type
items locally, the stores won't be here when
we need them," explained Chris Hastert,
General Manager for the Santa Maria
Public Airport District. " Shopping local
keeps the local economy thriving for all of
our friends and family in the area, it also
keeps business operating so that products

are available to purchase when needed
rather than waiting for delivery."
Year round, the Chamber makes it our
mission to encourage local businesses
to support one another and our local
community. Our goal is to be " a catalyst
for business growth, a convener of
leaders and influencers, and a champion
for a stronger Santa Maria Valley," and
keeping our money and talent here in
Santa Maria by shopping local is one of
the many ways we can do exactly that.
To learn more about the great local
businesses in the Santa Maria Valley,
browse our businesses directory of 800+
local businesses at www.santamaria.
com/list.
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Community Bank of Santa Maria
Diani Companies
Lineage Logistics
Plains All American Pipeline, L.P.
Santa Maria Joint Union High
School District
SM Tire
Testa Catering
VTC Enterprises

Customers enjoy shopping at World 1-1 Games, located at the Town Center
Mall, during a recent Chamber Ribbon Cutting for the local business. To
learn more about local shopping options, browse our business directory
of 800+ local businesses at www.santamaria.com/list.
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Ceremony will honor Richard R. Landers
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Michael Stadnick, Commander of the Santa Maria Valley Honor Guard, closes the ceremony with Taps at the 2016 Freedom Monument
Veterans Memorial.
On Thursday, December 7, 2017, at
10:00 am, the Santa Maria Valley Chamber
of Commerce and the City of Santa Maria
will present a plaque dedication ceremony
to honor Richard R. Landers, an Orcutt
casualty of the Vietnam War. There will
also be a Wreath Ceremony in honor of
all fallen Veterans. The ceremony will be
held at 600 S. McClelland St, in front of
the Abel Maldonado Community Youth
Center, where the Freedom Monument
Veterans Memorial is located.
On the same day of the ceremony,
a “Remembering Our Fallen” exhibit
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Richard R. Landers will be honored at
this year's Freedom Monument Veterans
Memorial.

will be available for viewing inside the
youth center. It will be on display until
Wednesday, December 12 and open to the
public.
The
Freedom
Monument
was
constructed in 2001 in a collaborative
effort between the Santa Maria Valley
Chamber of Commerce and the City of
Santa Maria. Within the monument area
are remembrances to 112 Santa Maria
Valley Veterans who have given their
last full measure of devotion in times of
conflict from WWI to the present War on
Terrorism. Richard Landers will be the
113th casualty listed.
Each year there is a ceremony on or near
December 7th, and since 2001 there have
been plaques and ceremonies honoring
fallen soldiers, POW-MIA, the Order of the
Purple Heart, women veterans, and local
Veteran groups. While the monument has
been as thoroughly researched as possible,
there are circumstances where a casualty
who was not known before surfaces. In
2016, the Freedom Monument added
Charles Walker, who raised a family in
Santa Maria and was killed in Vietnam,
and Phillip Hernandez, a Guadalupe
Veteran who was also killed in the conflict.
Above all else, the Santa Maria Valley
Chamber of Commerce is committed to
making sure that no Veteran who gave his
life for our country is forgotten and will
be forever remembered at the Freedom
Monument Veterans Memorial.
PFC Richard Landers, United States

Army, 3rd Battalion, 506 Airborne
Infantry, was killed on May 2nd, 1968 in
Binh Thuan Province, South Vietnam.
He was a 19-year-old native of Orcutt
and attended Santa Maria schools before
enlisting in the Army.
On May 2nd, 1968, Viet Cong forces
attacked the coastal side of the base
where he was assigned. PFC Landers and
PFC Tony Martisauskas were in position
at a guard bunker when approaching
sampans began firing mortar rounds
and Viet Cong guerillas disembarked in
a coordinated attack. The two soldiers
returned fire and held the enemy at
bay until reinforcements arrived. In
the firefight, PFC Landers was mortally
wounded. PFC Martisauskas was severely
wounded and survived the attack.
At the time of his death, surviving
members of PFC Richard Ray Landers
included his parents, his wife Diana, and
their two sons, James and Jeffery. Diana
was pregnant with their third child when
Richard was killed. The daughter he
never got to know was named Lisa. Also
surviving him were four brothers and
three sisters.
The public is welcome to attend the
plaque dedication and wreath ceremony
on December 7th at 10:00am at 600 S.
McClelland. In case of rain, the ceremony
will be held inside the youth center.

Remembering Our Fallen Exhibit to open after Freedom Monument Ceremony

The travelling exhibit, “Remembering Our Fallen”, will open at the Abel Maldonado Community Youth Center on December 7,
2017, immediately following the Freedom Monument Ceremony and Wreath Dedication Ceremony that is scheduled for 10:00 am.
This heart-rending exhibit lists military photos, personal photos and memories of California Veterans who have been killed in the
line of duty since 9/11. The presentation is extensive, and will fill most of the large gymnasium inside the youth center. It is a solemn
reminder of the ultimate sacrifice that many of our most amazing and precious men and women made while serving in the military.
The exhibit will run through December 12, 2017 at the Abel Maldonado Youth Center, located at 600 S. McClelland Street and will
be open to the public.

Santa Maria’s 113 Fallen Heroes

These were our grandfathers, fathers, uncles and brothers. They were family members, neighbors, and friends. All 113 of them gave
their last full measure of devotion for our country.
These were all young men with bright futures. Most of them were barely out of high school. As a community, we will never know what
role models and leaders were among them, and what they may have contributed to our society.
It is our obligation as a community to remember these men. Their lives are forever woven into the fabric of our community’s heritage.
Their names are listed at the Freedom Monument Veterans Memorial to be honored forever.

WW I (12)
Matteo Adamoli
Soren Badasci
Marshall Branden
Frank Burrel
Franklin Greely
Hugh Higgins
Guy Jamison
Mike Ontiveros
Delores Peredes
Manuel Pico
John Speed
Bernardo Tagliaferri
WW II (55)
Louis Araujo
Charles Baird Jr.
Glen R. Baker
Ellery Bush
Leonard Calderon
Joseph Carlotti

Charles Carpenter
John H. Chapek
Robert E. Conser
Kenneth Cooper
Clarence Cooper
Nickolas Covell
Joseph De Coito
Bryant De Loach
William Dudy
George Elvidge
Augustin N. Escalante
Buford E. Foster
Warham H. Franklin
Fred M. Garton
Ernest F. Gorzell
Frank Golden
Felipe T. Guerrero
Dale Harris
Robert Ireland
William C. Jones
Isaac C. Kahn

William Kirkpatrick
Daniel Logan
Robert Longmire
Florentino J. Martinez
Vincent Martinez
Basil Martinez
John McGinley
Ray McGinley
David F. McGraw
Maurice Muxen
Robert W. Neatherlin
Carmen J. Nelson
Thomas Ontiveros
Jack Ontiveros
Christopher Palestino
Fortino M. Rivas
Donald E. Runnels
Dewitt Sanford
Harold Severson
John Donald Smith
Calvin Snow

Gene Sturgeon
Cecil A. Tognazzini
Roy E. Tennison
Stanley Weber
William C. Wallace
Harold Withrow
Mikoto Yoshihara
Korea (5)
Richard C. Aguirre
William George Epp
Robert G. Kelley
Roy R. Nelson
Jose Torres
Vietnam (34)
William J. Cariveau
Arturo Carrasco
Thomas Castillo
Robert B. Cowell
Patrick M. Derig
Manual A. Fernandez

Albert R. Fogg
Eddie D. Foster
Richard A. Giovanacci
Greg E. Hart
Murvyn E. Hargraves
Phillip Hernandez
Roger A. Hickok
Fredrick L. Holmes
William J. Johnson
Richard R. Landers
Dale P. Meehan
Thomas C. Michehl
Thomas J. Ontiveros
Michael Pagaling
Donald M. Peterson
Richard L. Sanders
Alfred R. Sapinosa
David A. Schultz
Jacob F. Siratt
Ira J. Spittler
Richard D. Swayze

Milford M. Tognazzini
Thomas L. Twyford
Antonio Velasquez
Charles Walker
James D. Walker
Eldon W. Willingham
Alexander Vigil
War on Terrorism
(7)
Gerardo Chavez
Shawn Dressler
Joseph Heredia
Joseph Menusa
Garrywesley Tan
Rimes
Daniel Johnson
Kenneth Alvarez

Chamber’s Energy Watch Partnership Program nears the end of a Successful Year
The Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership has completed over 35 projects in the
first three quarters of 2017. Most of those projects were businesses in northern Santa Barbara
County which the Partnership assisted in becoming more energy efficient. Some projects
involved municipal buildings in conjunction with local cities.
The Partnership created a grant program for non-profits to cover much or all of the co-pay
required to retrofit their buildings and upgrade their lighting. This program is being modeled
by other Partnerships. Non-profits that have been assisted this year include: Good Samaritan
Shelter, Community Action Commission, American Legion #538, Orcutt Lions Club and the
Guadalupe Senior Center.
All in all, the Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership has accounted for over 1.3
kilowatt hours saved. That is enough energy to power 120 homes.
Preparations are underway for 2018, so if your business or non-profit would like to participate
in the program, simply contact the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce.
The Santa Barbara County Energy Watch partnership consists of PG&E and SoCal Gas
as funding partners and the program is administered by the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of
Commerce. Staples Energy performs the contract work for the Partnership. Municipal partners
include the cities of Santa Maria, Guadalupe, Buellton and Solvang, as well as the County of
Santa Barbara.

Energy Watch Partnership receives a
Resolution from the Santa Barbara County
Board of Supervisors. Left to right- Dave
Cross and Glenn Morris from the Chamber
of Commerce, John Shoals from PG&E,
Alma Briseno from SoCalGas, and 5th
District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino.

For information about the Energy Watch Partnership and the RMDZ Program, contact:
Dave Cross, Program Manager and Zone Administrator
Email: dave@santamaria.com
Chamber of Commerce: (805) 925-2403
Mobile: (805) 680-5016

Chamber Membership Corner
Chamber Scores Local Legislators on
Business Issues

Ribbon Cuttings:

September 15 - October 15, 2017

Glenn Morris, President & CEO, Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber is committed to representing the interests of our members and the general
business community to legislators and government officials. Working with other local chambers and our partners
at the California Chamber of Commerce, we work to ensure elected leaders understand the business impacts of
proposed legislation before they cast their vote. Our objective is to create an environment in our community and
state which is as friendly to business and economic vitality as possible.
With our partners at CalChamber, SMVCC tracked legislators votes on a several key legislative proposals this year.
We are pleased to report that Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham scored very well, voting with the Chamber
position on 12 of 14 bills tracked in the Assembly this year. The Chamber thanks the Assembly member for his
strong support on issues of importance to our businesses.
Unfortunately, Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson voted with business on zero of 16 priority bills tracked in the State
Senate this year. We continue to try and work with her staff to identify areas of common ground, but this year those
priorities simply didn’t match up.
While we recognize that the bills tracked represent a sampling of the total volume of votes cast by members of the
legislature, we believe these votes reflect legislators’ attitudes toward private enterprise, fiscal responsibility and the
business climate. It is also important to note that many anti-business proposals were derailed in committees and so
aren’t reflected in this scorecard, which tracked only final action votes in the full assembly or senate. The package
of bills included proposals that fell into nine key areas: contracting out, environmental regulation, health care costs,
housing and land use, industrial safety and health, labor and employment, legal reform and protection, privacy and
telecommunications, and workers’ compensation.
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber remains committed to working with our elected leaders to ensure that we
understand the other’s perspectives and priorities throughout the legislative process. We look forward to working
with both Senator Jackson and Assemblyman Cunningham during the 2018 session to ensure issues important to the
economic vitality of the Central Coast region are addressed.
For a description of the bills tracked by the Chamber this year and a complete voting record for the State Senate and
Assembly in 2017, visit advocacy.calchamber.com/2017/11/06/calchamber-issues-vote-record-on-major-businessbills-2017/.

Costco Wholesale
1335 S Bradley Rd
Santa Maria, CA 93454

Captive Hearts Tattoo
419 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93458

New Members
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to welcome these new members joining the Chamber
between September 15 - October 15, 2017. We appreciate their vote of confidence in our ability to add value to
their business and to create a strong local economy together.
Clubhouse Publishing
1 Grand Ave, Bldg 83, Ste 1A-103, San Luis Obispo
(805) 904-4394
www.billsclubhousepublishing.com

Evinco Strength & Conditioning
3558 Skyway Dr., #A, Santa Maria
(805) 751-3348
www.evincosc.com

Delighted Spaces
700 E. Main St., Ste 102 , Santa Maria
(805) 598-3439
www.facebook.com/delighted.spaces/

Fusion Colors Auto Body
504 W. Boone St., Santa Maria
(805) 287-9300
www.facebook.com/FusionColorsAutoBodyRepair/

Burgerim SM
3564 Skyway Dr., Ste A, Santa Maria
(805) 314-2779
www.burgerim.com/our-locations/santa-maria/

Edible Arrangements (**Opening Soon!**)
530 E. Betteravia Rd., Ste B-1, Santa Maria
(805) 621-7811
www. ediblearrangements.com

Buffalo Wild Wings
795 E. Betteravia Rd.
Santa Maria, CA 93455

The Oaks at Nipomo
177 Mary Ave., Nipomo
(805) 723-5041
www.theoaksatnipomo.com

Renewing Members
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is excited to recognize these partners who strive each day to
create jobs, boost our local economy and build a community of which we can all be proud.
69 years
Engel & Gray, Inc.
47 years
Rabobank, N.A.
37 years
Orcutt Union School District
United Way Northern Santa
Barbara County
Van Solinge Dental Lab, Inc.
32 years
Martinez & Assoc Architecture
Santa Maria Museum of Flight
30 years
Eric D. Kirk, DDS, Inc.
29 years
Costco Wholesale #24
24 years
Gold Coast Limousines

23 years
Bent Axles Car Club
Hacienda Oaks Property
Management
J B Dewar, Inc.
Michael W. Moats, MD
22 years
Manzanita Berry Farms
Santa Maria BBQ Outfitters
20 years
Babe Farms
Farm Credit West
18 years
Local Copies Etc
Merrill Gardens
15 years
Golden State Recovery, Inc.
Luis Oasis Senior Center

12 years
All American Screen Printing &
Embroidery
Coastal Community Builders
11 years
Hardy Diagnostics
TekTegrity, Inc.
Visionary Insurance & Financial
Services
10 years
Fighting Back Santa Maria Valley
Mario A Juarez, Attorney at Law
Mission Paving, Inc
Santa Maria Police Council, Inc.
8 years
Altrusa International of the
Central Coast
5 years
CALM

Ravatt Albrecht & Associates, Inc.
125 Union Ave., Ste 201
Orcutt, CA 93455

Walmart Neighborhood Market
Wells Fargo - South Broadway
4 years
SA Recycling
2 years
American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 56
CORE Winery
Troesh Recycling dba Roxsand
1 year
All County Landscaping, Inc.
Aluma-Tech Incorporated
Michael B. Clayton and
Associates
Old Town Quilt Shop
Paul Greco Law
Ruffoni Real Estate
Santa Maria Olive Co.
Summit Funding Inc.

Anytime Fitness
3400 Orcutt Rd.
Santa Maria, CA 93455

Upcoming Events
EACH FRIDAY: Build Your Business Breakfast
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Denny’s Restaurant
1019 E. Main Street, Santa Maria
Free for Members
DECEMBER 7: Freedom Monument Veterans Memorial
Ceremony 2017
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Freedom Monument Veterans Memorial
(Abel Maldonado Youth Center)
600 S. McClelland Street, Santa Maria
Free & open to public
DECEMBER 14: 2017 Member Christmas Social Hosted
by Ca' Del Grevino Estate & Vineyard
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Ca' Del Grevino Estate & Vineyard
2510 E Clark Ave, Orcutt
2016 Freedom Monument Veterans Memorial Ceremony
Members only, RSVP required
Event details subject to change. For the most up to date event information, visit www.santamaria.com. Get our weekly
events email by signing up at http://bit.ly/SMVCCMailingList or email molly@santamaria.com.
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to have 800+ local businesses as valued Chamber members.
As a Chamber member, you are entitled to a wide range of benefits and services, designed to help you promote, grow
and improve your business, including business referrals and your business listing on our website membership directory.
Learn more about how the Chamber can help you! Contact Chamber Membership Manager Cara Martinez at (805)
925-2403 x852 or cara@santamaria.com.

Studio 8
116 W. Cook St., Unit C
Santa Maria, CA 93458

Stay Connected
Santa Maria Chamber
santamaria.com
Santa Maria Chamber News
santamariachambernews.com
Facebook
facebook.com/SMVCC
Twitter
twitter.com/SMVCC
Instagram
santamariachamberofcommerce
Email List
http://bit.ly/SMVCCMailingList

Ask SCORE About:
How to Represent Your Brand In-Person
This article was excerpted from a post written by John Doney. John connects the
services of Underabuck with organizations, businesses, and entrepreneurs to equip their
branding efforts. Underabuck specializes in quality, customized trade show giveaways and
promotional giveaways that won't break the bank.
Building a brand secures your space in the industry and must be done across all your
channels. You need to pay attention to how your company is represented both online
and in person.
You create your brand in your company mission and vision statement, and you deliver
on your brand promise with your products and services, as well as your interactions
with customers. This article will focus on building your brand and fulfilling your brand
promise in person.
What components go into being “presentable” when you’re trying to make an
impression in person?

Business cards

A well-designed business card indicates a professional, organized operation, and
it shows your contact information. When you’re meeting with your target audience in
person, whether in trade shows, in your own store, or at networking events, be sure to
bring business cards so potential customers or partners can reach out later. Your business
card can help to position your brand as one of authority in your field.

Knowledgeable, well-spoken representatives

Your brand is as good as the people behind you. Pay attention to who will represent
your brand in front of the general public. They should embody your own brand ideals.
If your brand strives to be friendly, approachable and enthusiastic about snowboarding,
then make sure your representatives are the same.
Above all, your representatives must be knowledgeable about your product or
service. If someone approaches your stall at a trade show and asks a question about your
product, he or she expects the booth representative to be able to answer (or at least get
back to them later, which we will discuss later on in the article).
Having an in-person representative who is well-spoken, helpful, friendly and knows
your product will go a long way to making a good impression on behalf of your brand.
You can hire for some of those qualities (i.e. friendliness, desire to help, resourcefulness),
but others must be trained. Invest in a training or onboarding program that will equip
everyone who represents you with knowledge of your product and what your brand
stands for, and how to deal with customers in-person.

Giveaways

Your target audience has to remember plenty of information throughout the course
of the day--meetings, what time they have to pick up their kids, that proposal they need
to put together, and the ingredients they need to pick up for dinner.
Make things a little easier for them to remember your brand, even after they leave
your store or booth with branded trade show giveaways.
These are items that were chosen with your target market in mind. They should be
useful, clever, and have your contact information for when a potential customer wants

You create your brand in your company mission and vision statement, and you deliver
on your brand promise with your products and services, as well as your interactions with
customers.
to reach out. For example, if you run an optical shop, look into card-sized magnifying
glasses that can slip into a wallet. If you sell dinner kits for busy professionals on-thego, offer a pocket-sized 5-minute recipe book or a tote bag they can leave in their car
for whenever they find the time to do the groceries.

Organized follow-up

Following up after in-person contact shows you care about each customer as an
individual. It also helps to capture leads, gauge the effectiveness of your in-person
communications, and gives you another opportunity to reflect your brand promise.
For example, sending out a friendly, branded email thanking everyone who visited
your booth at a trade show will give potential leads a touch-point to delve further into
your company. Provide links to your website or possibly even a coupon for online or
in-store purchase.
We hope these tips will help you when building your brand at trade shows or in
your stores.
Interested in how your brand stacks up? Here’s another SCORE article you might
want to read: How to Do a Brand Audit. To see this article and more SCORE blogs,
visit https://www.score.org/blog.

A service brought to you by your local SCORE Chapter serving the Santa Maria Valley and San Luis Obispo County.
We offer Face-to-Face Mentoring Sessions, Workshops, and On-line Resources. All our Chapter services are No Cost to
our clients. Call (805) 547-0779 or info@sloscore.org to set up an appointment for your first Mentoring session. To see
more SCORE blogs, visit http://www.score.org/blog

Santa Maria Visitors Bureau's Fall & Winter Promos Revving Up
As the sun sets on another amazing summer in the Santa Maria Valley our fall and winter promotions are well underway. Most of the marketing efforts and strategies
implemented from year-to-year really begin revving up during what the industry labels as “slow season”. On the surface a “slowing” of sorts is certainly true, however the
individuals driving our local tourism and hospitality industry are working hard to ensure the future of this very important economic sector.
Each year there are a couple of free promotional opportunities for our member hospitality partners that everyone should know about.

Restaurant Week

The Santa Maria Valley Visitors Bureau will be joining in on the statewide Restaurant Week promotion through Visit
California. The program is designed in a way to drive business to local eateries following the holiday season. In years
past participants have included wineries, breweries, bakeries, coffee shops and many local restaurants.
The criteria to participate is minimal with the Bureau handling the marketing and media efforts as well as printed
material for participating businesses. You can offer an appetizer, a dessert, a meal or maybe a pairing of local wine and
dessert, as an example. Ideally, the offer should be $20.18 to coincide with Visit California’s existing platform however
there have been deviations to this within other regional efforts. If you are interested in taking advantage of this great
promotion, please contact Jennifer Harrison directly for details at jennifer@santamaria.com or by calling (805) 9252403 x815. The more participants we have the more successful the promotion. Let us work together to create a stronger
voice and bring awareness to our local wine, brew and dining scene.

Special Project Grant Program

Another great opportunity each year is
through the Special Projects Grant program. Rather than trying to organize a year’s worth of events
ourselves, the Visitors Bureau supports local organizations by providing marketing grants for events
held in the Santa Maria Valley. The collaborative effort, with a wide range of event producers, creates
an opportunity to generate overnight stays and more dollars to local businesses. In the 2016-2017
Fiscal Year, the Bureau provided approximately $50,000 to support 19 distinct events.
Organizations who received funding through the SPG program include Bent Axles Car Club,
Central Coast Tennis, Cruzin’ for Life, Elks Recreation, Guadalupe Nipomo Dunes, HCE Productions,
Kiwanis of Santa Maria, Model A Ford Club, P.L.A.Y. Inc., Pacific Conservatory Theatre, Pickups
Limited, Santa Maria Fairpark, Santa Maria Discovery Museum, Tailwinds, Boys & Girls Club and
West Coast Kustoms.
In order to be awarded a grant, applicants must be a Chamber member, need to agree to use the
funding to expand their advertising and/or marketing in areas outside of Santa Maria. Events must
be held in Santa Maria or Orcutt and priority is given to those scheduled during our “slow season,”
(September through May).
Additionally, by receiving a grant it allows us an opportunity to promote your event through our
social platforms as well as on our community calendar. New events are encouraged to apply!

#SantaMariaStyle

Santa Maria Style is a way of life removed from the congestion of big cities and is a style all our
own. Locals know best that we live where most vacation and we celebrate that by enjoying all the
wonderful assets we have as a community. From car shows, festivals, and mild temperatures to our
excellent wineries and up-and-coming brew scene, not to mention our famous Santa Maria Style
Barbecue, you really cannot go wrong. With unconstrained outdoor adventures, museums and
live theatre all done without breaking the bank, there is fun for the whole family.
We would love to hear from you! As our marketing strategies evolve and expand to include
all things #SantaMariaStyle we hope you’ll follow us on social media, our monthly e-newsletter
or our weekly Fave 5 email blast. Be sure to use #SantaMariaStyle while documenting your next
adventure!
We look forward to continued successes and partnerships ahead! All these opportunities and
more can be found by visiting santamariavalley.com or by calling (805) 925-2403.

Jennifer Harrison joined the Chamber of Commerce team in February, 2006. In her current role, she leads the Chamber’s Visitors Bureau activities, including
tourism and group marketing programs for the community. Jennifer is responsible for establishing and promoting the Santa Maria Valley as a premier destination
for leisure, recreation, and group events. Jennifer is also responsible for supporting group tour operators, meeting planners, and special event coordinators in
ensuring their visits to Santa Maria are successful. She also helps direct the Santa Maria Valley Tourism Marketing District.

