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Invest in your Community & Shop Santa Maria
¬Statics show that small businesses
employ about 51% of the workforce,
those small businesses range from 500
to 2 employees, and serve their local
communities well.
We hear the phrase ‘Shop Local’ and
we know it’s important, but do we truly
understand how shopping local enriches
our community?
Small business is the driving force of
our country and our local economy. Small
businesses fill our brick & mortar buildings,
hire our residents and give back to the local
community in ways of services, supporting
many different community organizations
such as sports, affiliation leagues and nonprofits. They are our neighbors in the
communities we live in.
Santa Maria has a unique mix of
businesses and opportunities, we are known
as a regional hub housing the large-scale
corporate companies and retailers to those
smaller businesses of the ‘mom and pop’
shops offering many services, flavors and
experiences.
In addition to supporting our neighbors,
when purchasing and dining in our
community our sales tax paid supports
our city services, such as fire, police, parks,
roads, infrastructure and schools. Every
time we spend our hard earned dollars in
Santa Maria we contribute to the ability for
further police, fire, healthier schools and
beautiful parks and landscaping throughout
our community, all while supporting our
neighbors and their employment locally to
enrich their lives.
With such a regional draw we have a
large workforce available of around 45,000
individuals, with the top industries by
jobs being 8,000 jobs in Retail, Health
Care and Social Services of 6,700 jobs,
Accommodations and Food Services of
4,000 jobs, and education having about 4,000
jobs. Our Central Coast has approximately
another 50,000 Agricultural farm type
workforce.
When you take a look at our area, and
you look at our median household income
of almost $70,000, and median household

Flower Carriage by Ms. Cardel recently celebrated its 10 year anniversary in Santa Maria.
The local flower and gift store is one of the many options for shopping local this holiday
season and keeping your money in the local community.
expenditures of $58,000 proving that a
good amount of dollars come back into our
local economy supporting our workforce,
generated sales taxes revenue for city
services and the overall quality of life in the
Santa Maria Region being enjoyable and
affordable compared to other California
cities.
Shopping local is a full circle effect on
our community, enabling us to enrich
the community, city services, help our
neighbors and bring about the quality of life
so many of us enjoy.
Santa Maria is truly a hidden gem, and is
ripe for all things local with a bright future
of more greatness to come. With Small
Business Saturday coming up on November
24th and the holidays just around the
corner, now is a great time to remember
to shop local, support our local business
community and keep your money in our
own community. By buying local in Santa
Maria, you are contributing to keeping our
local economy strong!
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Shop Local: Holiday Gift Guide
Foxen Canyon Soap Company Brews a Local, Collaborative
Twist on Traditional Soap
When you think of the ingredients in
the bar or soap you use every day, goats
milk probably isn’t the first thing that
comes to mind. And beer is an even less
likely thought. But, for Foxen Canyon Soap
Company, these ingredients are prominent
in their skincare products.
The family run business is located in
Sisquoc, California, and produces artisan
soaps and skincare products formulated
with natural, local and sustainable
ingredients. The key ingredient in many of
their products is fresh goat milk from their
own small herd of hand milked dairy goats.
In an effort to keep everything local, their
company collaborates with other small local
business to obtain as many local ingredients
as possible such as honey, beeswax, olive
oil, avocado oil, lard, beer, coffee and native
botanicals. Even their packaging is created
locally, in Ojai and their labels are printed
in Santa Maria. The business is truly a
family affair - the owners 6 children (ages
6-14) assist with cleaning, packaging and
preparing orders for shipment. They are in
charge of the daily care of the animals while
also experiencing, hands-on, the many
aspects of running a small business.
Recently, Foxen Canyon Soap Company
partnered up with Naughty Oak Brewing
Company in Orcutt to introduce a line of 4
soaps, just in time for the holidays. “We’re

really excited about this collaboration,” said
Ellowyn Isaacson, Owner & Soap Maker
at Foxen Canyon Soap Company. “Each of
these soaps are made to reflect the individual
character of the ale or coffee with which
they were created.”
The four types include:
Humulomongous: an avocado and
organic coconut oil soap, is made with the
fermented hops and hop dump from the
beer and has a naturally, sweet and earthy
smell.
Chela: featuring Mexican Lager, it has a
subtle, crisp smell. The combination of oils
including almond oil, gives this soap an
extra thick, lush lather which is perfect for a
body wash or a shaving soap.
Americano: a beautifully swirled soap
containing coffee-based ale, coffee grounds,
cold brewed coffee concentrate and cocoa
powder.
Black Rabbit: Ellowyn’s personal favorite,
is described as a gorgeous, swirled blend of
cold brewed coffee concentrate, fresh goat
milk, and activated charcoal.
“Our soaps and skincare products make
the perfect gift any time of the year, but
especially during the holidays.,” Isaacson
explained. “Unlike many other soap
companies that produce one soap recipe in
many fragrances, each Foxen Canyon soap
recipe is unique and is formulated to help

skin in different ways. And because our
soaps are unscented, they can be used by
people even with the most sensitive skin.
Whatever aroma the soap produces is from
the combination of the natural ingredients.”
Another benefit of Foxen Canyon Soap
- their products never go out of season and
have no expiration date!
Isaacson encourages everyone to not only
try their products, but support other local
business owners as well.
“When you purchase from a local
business, such as Foxen Canyon Soap
Company, your dollars go straight to helping
a local family. The profits from my own
business support my children’s education
and our farm lifestyle,” she explained. “I
support local businesses because it builds
and strengthens our community. I love
knowing the first names of many of my local
suppliers and customers. I enjoy building
relationships that are mutually beneficial.
Small, local businesses can meet your needs
better because they know you and they
care.”
You can learn more about Foxen Canyon
Soap Company and check out more of their
products by visiting www.foxencanyonsoap.
com. Their soaps are also available locally
at stores including Naughty Oak Brewing
Company.

Foxen Canyon Soap Company uses locally-sourced ingredients, including goat’s milk from their own farm, to produce unique, high quality
soaps. Their recent collaboration with Naughty Oak Brewing Company includes a collection of 4 different soaps - a perfect holiday gift!
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Shop Local: Holiday Gift Guide
Family-Run Business Makes Healthy Eating a Joyful Experience

Joy by the Spoonful offers healthy, locally made meal options for people on the go. They also provide catering including cheese and
charcuterie trays.
Joy by the Spoonful is bringing new life
and ease to eating healthy eating. The local
company creates and delivers healthier meal
options for residents of the Santa Maria
Valley, whether at work, at home or as a gift.
“I think what makes us unique is that we
are the epitome of a small family business.
- it’s just me and my adult son planning the
meals, doing all the shopping, the prepping,
the cooking, the packaging and the
delivering,” explained Diane Smith, owner
of Joy by the Spoonful. “So, when someone
wants to “shop local” or “shop small”, we are
exactly what they’re looking for.”
Smith says they too support local business
by purchasing all of their ingredients locally.
Joy by the Spoonful’s weekly meal
options, cheese and charcuterie trays and
winery lunches all make for great unique
and local gift ideas this holiday season.
“People love to give and receive food
as a gift,” Smith explained. “It’s just such

a personal gift that just seems to make
people feel good. We do gift certificates for
our weekly meals but also for cheese and
charcuterie trays, which are ideal for the
holiday parties which are coming up. It’s
a host/hostess gift that will be very much
appreciated for anyone throwing a party, no
matter how big or small.”
And, by choosing to buy holiday gifts
from companies like Joy by the Spoonful, you
keep your money in the local community.
“Santa Maria is all about community and
the idea that we can support people who
are working hard in our own community
is heart warming.,” Smith said. “It’s good
for the local economy and it’s a great way to
make sure that our local small businesses
can keep succeeding.”
Learn more about Joy by the Spoonful
and place your order today by visiting
www.joybythespoonful.com.

“People love to receive
food as a gift. It’s
something personal
that makes people feel
good.”

- Diane Smith
Owner, Joy by the Spoonful

Need more local gift ideas? We’ve got you covered!
The Santa Maria Chamber Business Directory is the perfect
resource for your local holiday shopping needs! Browse 800+
local businesses by category. Check it out for yourself visit www.santamaria.com/list.
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce | November 2018
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Chamber Membership Corner
Chamber Board of Directors:
2018-2019

New Members: September 15 - October 15, 2018

Executive Committee
Chairman: Ray Arensdorf, Arensdorf
Chiropractic
Chairman-Elect: Jean-Luc Garon, Radisson
Hotel Santa Maria
Vice Chairman: Janet Silveria, Community
Bank of Santa Maria
Vice Chairman: Kevin Walthers, Allan
Hancock
College
Past Chairman: Cameron Stephens, SM Tire

A Heart’s Desires Bridal
2125 S. Broadway, Ste. 103, Santa Maria
(805) 862-2964
www.aheartsdesiresbridal.com

Board Members
Mark Allen, Marian Regional Medical Center
Ed Carcarey, Mega 97.1
Ron Cossa, Tolman & Wiker Insurance
Edgar Gascon, Hacienda Realty
David LeRoy, Toyota of Santa Maria
Butch Lopez, V Lopez Jr. & Sons General
Engineering Contractors
Eddie Murray, Murray Group-Morgan
Stanley
Era Polly, Era Polly Real Estate
Hugh Rafferty, Coast Hills Credit Union
Cynthia Schur, Santa Maria Times
Michelle Shipman, Searchlight Properties
Laurie Tamura, Urban Planning Concepts
Tim Williams, Digital West
Tim Woodbury, Woody’s Butcher Block

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of
Commerce is a catalyst for business growth,
a convener of leaders and influencers, and a
champion for a stronger Santa Maria Valley.
Learn more about the Chamber by visiting
www.santamaria.com.
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The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to welcome these new members joining the
Chamber from September 15 to October 15,2018. We appreciate their vote of confidence in our
ability to add value to their business and to create a strong local economy together.

Al Pho
1201 E. Main Street Santa Maria
(805) 478-2668
Borjas Law
937 E. Main Street #206, Santa Maria
(805) 994-0885
www.borjaslaw.com
Cuyama Buckhorn LLC
4923 Primero Street, New Cuyama
(661) 766-2825
www.cuyamabuckhorn.com
Gold Coast Collision #1
1134 W. Cook St., Santa Maria
(805) 928-7448
www.goldcoastcollision.net
Gold Coast Collision #2
136 Inger Drive, Santa Maria
(805) 614-7448
www.goldcoastcollision.net
Mexi-Thai Roll
511 W. Chapel Street, Santa Maria
(805) 332-2998

Operation WEBS:
Women Empowered Build Strong
1355 Tepusquet Road, Santa Maria
(805) 351-2190
www.operationwebs.org
R.G. Gutierrez Law Firm
124 W. Main St. Suite C, Santa Maria
(805) 270-3911
www.rgglawfirm.com
Rod Media
1960 S. McClelland #24 , Santa Maria
(805) 478-4848
www.rod-media.com
Taqueria Carmelita #2
306 S. Blosser Rd., Santa Maria
(805) 260-6189
The Moxie Express
Inside the Santa Maria Public Library
(805) 361-2900
www.moxiecafe.com
Treasures 1 Fine Art Gallery & Wedding
Reception Venue
210 W. Fesler Street, Santa Maria
(805) 361-0524
www.treasures1.com

The Chamber Proudly Runs the Energy Watch Partnership!
The Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership is a program administered by
the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce with the goal of reducing energy use
for businesses, municipalities and all energy users. The Chamber also administers
the Santa Barbara Regional RMDZ (Recycling Market Development Zone).
For information about these programs contact:
Dave Cross,
Program Manager and Zone Administrator
Email: dave@santamaria.com
Chamber of Commerce: (805) 925-2403
Mobile: (805) 680-5016

Ribbon Cuttings:
September 15 - October 15, 2018
Renewing Members: September 15 - October 15, 2018

Burgerim

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is excited to recognize these partners who
strive each day to create jobs, boost our local economy and build a community of which
we can all be proud.
70 years
Engel & Gray, Inc.
52 years
Kentucky Fried
Chicken
48 years
Pacific Gas & Electric
Company
43 years
Bruce T. Carter, DDS
38 years
Van Solinge Dental
Lab, Inc.
36 years
Fence Factory
33 years
Santa Maria Museum
Of Flight
31 years
Eric D. Kirk, DDS,
Inc.
29 years
Primus Laboratories
26 years
Foodbank Of Santa
Barbara County
Law Offices of Kim
Mistretta

25 years
Gold Coast
Limousines
Leachman Home
Loans
The Olive Garden
Italian Restaurant
24 years
Bent Axles Car Club
Hacienda Oaks
Property
Management
Michael W. Moats,
MD
21 years
Farm Credit West
Laurel Labor Services
20 years
Santa Maria
Noontimers Lions
Club
19 years
Minerva Club
18 years
California Teachers
Association
County of Santa
Barbara-Purchasing
Div.
Digital West

15 years
Community West
Bank, N.A.
13 years
All American
Screen Printing &
Embroidery
12 years
Dan Blough
Construction, Inc
11 years
Fighting Back Santa
Maria Valley
Kevin’s Computer
Help
Mission Paving, Inc
10 years
Achievement House
Inc.
Heritage Evangelical
Presbyterian Church
7 years
Urban Forestry
Consulting
Youani Arts
6 years
CALM
5 years
SA Recycling

University of La Verne
4 years
American Business
Machines
Farmers Insurance Jaime Flores
Noozhawk
Nostalgic’s Inc/
Alternative Energy
Solutions

3564 Skyway Dr., Ste A, Santa Maria
Walmart Neighborhood Market

3 years
American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 56
BBSI - Barrett
Business Services,
Inc.
Denny’s Restaurant
Santa Ynez Band of
Chumash Indians
Taqueria Carmelita #1

2240 S. Bradley, Santa Maria

2 years
Christ United
Methodist Church
Valpak of Central
Coast of CA

3558 Skyway #C, Santa Maria

1 years
HomeBridge
Financial Services
Pizzeria Bello Forno
Pure Natural Juice Bar

Viet Kitchen

Moxie Express

421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria
Q Nails

Join 800+ local businesses and organizations...
Become a member of the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce!

3564 Skyway Dr., Bldg. 3-C, Santa Maria
Xtreme Electronics

With over 800 local business members, joining the Chamber is the perfect way to get
your business noticed and make valuable connections in the community.

To learn more about membership, contact Membership Manager Cara Martinez
at (805) 925-2403 x 852 or cara@santamaria.com.
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce | November 2018

614 W. Main Street, Santa Maria
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Lights, Camera, Action! Leadership takes to the
Stage during Arts & Culture Topic Day
The class of 2019 for Leadership Santa
Maria Valley (LSMV) had their Arts &
Culture Topic Day on October 5, 2018. The
day started at the Minerva Club, which is
one of the oldest clubs operated by women
in the Santa Maria Valley.
Interestingly enough, the Minerva Club
was started on October 5, 1894, 124 years
ago to the exact day that the class visited. The
class was greeted with a lovely assortment of
goodies, coffee and tea, which was typical
of what the ladies would have served in the
original days at the Minerva Club.
There was so much history with the
club, but also in the building itself. The
current building was built in 1928 by Julia
Morgan, the same architect who built
Hearst Castle. Pernelle McCalip, one of the
board members, explained a bit of the club’s
history. The club has been very involved
with the community over the years. During
the World War I and II, they helped make
bandages and hosted food drives. Currently
they help to give scholarships to high school
seniors every year to help out with college
tuition. They have been an integral part of
the community for over 100 years.
After the Minerva Club, the class went
to the Abel Maldonado Center to hear a
presentation from Dennis Smitherman of
City of Santa Maria P.L.A.Y. (People for
Leisure and Youth). He gave a presentation
about the city’s efforts with public art in the
community.
Not only does public art create a sense
of community and ownership in your area,
but it infuses personality into the area as
well. There are many ways to make everyday

Jeff Allen of PCPA Theatre gives a tour of the costume shop and talks to the Leadership Santa
Maria Valley class about all the elements that go into producing a play.
items beautiful, like painting utility boxes
that are prevalent throughout the city.
Community bookcases are just another item
that are not only unique but increase the
chance of running into others that live in
the area, as another way to infuse the sense
of community into a city. While public art
can add beauty to a city, there are of course
challenges to having arts in the community.
Dennis had a great presentation and made
the class think differently about the impact
of public art locally in Santa Maria.

(Left) Dennis Smitherman of the City of Santa Maria talks about public art in the city.
(Right) Pernelle McCalip of the Minerva Club talks about the organizations history.
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The next stop was with Maria Centrella
from the PCPA (Pacific Conservatory
Theatre) at Allan Hancock College for a
tour of the 2 theatres on Hancock’s campus.
There are a total of 3 theatres, Marian and
Severson, both at Hancock’s campus and
the theatre in Solvang as well. The PCPA
is in the 54th season currently and are
usually working on 5 shows, in different
stages of production, at any given time. It is
the only program of its kind in the US at a
community college within the U.S.
Jeff Allen led the group through a tour of
the program, giving a behind the scenes look
at costumes, props, painting and lighting
departments. Seeing the overall process and
amount of work involved was a fascinating
experience for the class, who says they have
a newfound respect for all those who make
things happen at PCPA!
The class would like to thanks Allan
Hancock College’s Wine & Viticulture
program and Woody’s Butcher Block
for providing a venue, wine tasting, and
delicious sandwiches for our lunch!
And a special thank you so much to all
of the presenters for the day and all who
contributed to make the Arts & Culture
Topic Day a success!

Chamber Scores Local Legislators on
Business Issues
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber is
committed to representing the interests
of our members and the general business
community to legislators and government
officials.
Working with other local chambers and
our partners at the California Chamber
of Commerce, we work to ensure elected
leaders understand the business impacts
of proposed legislation before they cast
their vote. Our objective is to create an
environment in our community and
state which is as friendly to business and
economic vitality as possible.
With our partners at CalChamber,
SMVCC tracked legislators votes on
several key legislative proposals this year.
Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham
continues to demonstrate his support for
business, voting to support the Chamber
position on 11 of 15 bills tracked in the
Assembly this year. The Chamber thanks
Jordan for his strong support on issues of
importance to our businesses.
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson once
again declined to support local business
issues, voting with business on 1 of
14 priority bills tracked in the State
Senate this year. We continue to try
and work with her staff to identify
areas of common ground, but this
year those priorities simply didn’t
match up.
While we recognize that the
bills tracked represent a sampling
of the total volume of votes cast
by members of the legislature, we
believe these votes reflect legislators’
attitudes toward private enterprise,
fiscal responsibility and the business
climate. It is also important to note
that many anti-business proposals
were stopped in committees and so
aren’t reflected in this scorecard,
which tracked only final action votes
in the full assembly or senate.
The package of bills covered
several key areas, including
Agriculture/Natural
Resources,
Corporate Governance, Energy,
Housing and Land Use, Immigration,
Labor and Employment, Legal
Reform, Product Regulation, and
Telecommunications.

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber
remains committed to working with our
elected leaders to ensure that we understand
the other’s perspectives and priorities
throughout the legislative process.
We look forward to working with
both Senator Jackson and Assemblyman
Cunningham during the 2019 session to
ensure issues important to the economic
vitality of the Central Coast region are
addressed.
For a description of the bills tracked by
the Chamber this year, a complete voting
record for the State Senate and Assembly in
2018, and a final status report on issues of
importance to business, visit
advocacy.calchamber.com.

The Santa Maria Valley
Chamber remains
committed to working
with our elected leaders,
and look forward to
working with both Senator
Jackson and Assemblyman
Cunningham during the
2019 session to ensure
issues important to the
economic vitality of the
Central Coast region are
addressed.
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Thank You Sponsors
Chairman Level

Executive Level

Director Level

Investor Level
American General Media
At Work Personnel Services
Beach Betty Creative/On the 101
Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Maria Valley
Central Coast Kind
Comcast
Community Bank of Santa Maria
Costco
Diani Companies
Express Employment Professionals
J. Wilkes Wines
Milt Guggia Enterprises
Lineage Logistics
Mega 97.1/La Buena
Neuroboxing Santa Maria
O’Connor Pest Control
On the 101/ Beach Betty Creative
Pacific Coast Business Times
Plains All American Pipeline, L.P.
Rabobank
Rockin’ Jump - The Ultimate Trampoline Park
Santa Maria Joint Union High School District
SESLOC Federal Credit Union
Smith’s Alarms & Electronics, Inc.
SM Tire
SunOpta
Testa Catering
The Towbes Group, Inc.
Urban Planning Concepts/ Rural Planning
Services
VTC Enterprises
Walmart Neighborhood Markets
Wave Business
Wells Fargo Bank
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Stay Connected with the Santa
Maria Valley Chamber
Visit: 614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria
Call: (805) 925-2403
Email: info@santamaria.com

614 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

Website: santamaria.com
Facebook: facebook.com/SMVCC
Twitter: twitter.com/SMVCC
Instagram: santamariachamberofcommerce
Email List: bit.ly/SMVCCMailingList
Text Message Alerts: Text "CHAMBER" to
33222
Chamber Connection is the official
monthly publication of the Santa Maria
Valley Chamber of Commerce. For
questions about this publication or to be
added to our monthly mailing distribution
list, email molly@santamaria.com.

There’s still time to join us on
a once-in-a-lifetime Trip to
China!
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber is offering a unique
opportunity to experience the Chinese culture, history and
business.
Through a partnership with Citslinc, International, the
Chamber is offering a cost effective trip to China on March
30 – April 7, 2019. The trip includes stops in Beijing,
Shanghai, Suzhou and Hangzhou with opportunities to
visit historic sites like the Great Wall of China and Tian An
Men Square. There is also an opportunity to visit with local
Chinese businesses.
For more information, visit www.santamaria.com/china. Or,
contact Terri Oneschuck at the Chamber at (805) 925-2403 x
824 or terrio@santamaria.com.

Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau
614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria | (805) 925-2403 | santamaria.com | info@santamaria.com
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