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Celebrating Christmas in Ruston-Lincoln

DECEMBER
December 1
Lincoln Lights Up the Pines
LP Park Christmas Drive-Thru
December 7
Chamber & CVB Christmas
Open House
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
December 8
2nd Annual Battle for the
Paddle
(Chili Cook-Off)
December 8
Ruston-Lincoln Chamber
Christmas Parade
2 p.m.
December 13
Leadership Lincoln
Education Day
December 18
S.A.I.L.
Tourism Day
December 24-25
Merry Christmas!
(Chamber office will be closed)
December 31-January 1
Happy New Year!
(Chamber office will be closed)

JANUARY
January 10
Leadership Lincoln
Economic/Workforce Devt
Day
January 15
99th Annual Chamber Awards
Banquet
January 22
S.A.I.L.
Business/Economic Devt Day

Christmas
Open House
with
the Chamber
and CVB!

You are cordially
invited to join the
staff and board
members of both the
Chamber and CVB for our
annual Christmas Open
House on Friday, December 7th. We’ll be enjoying the
company of friends, the beauty of the Ruston Garden
Club’s decorations, the warmth of the fire, and great food
including Judy’s famous deer chili. If you haven’t seen it
yet, bring your camera for a selfie with the “Mirror Image”
bulldog, part of the BULLDOG PROJECT.

Chili Cook-off and Parade

Saturday, December 8th your Chamber will host
a double dose of Christmas fun. The 2nd Annual
“Battle for the Paddle” Chili Cook-off will
get underway at 10 a.m. (tasting begins
at 12:30 p.m.) in Railroad Park in
downtown Ruston as teams vie
for the title of “Best Chili” and
the coveted paddle prize
and $500. The 2018
Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of
Commerce

Christmas Parade presented
by 2High Trampoline Park
will roll through town at 2 p.m.
The parade theme is “A Tacky
Christmas.”
Before and after the parade,
guests can purchase tickets
to sample the different chili
offerings before the winner of the paddle is crowned. Each
ticket includes one token. Judges will anonymously score
the samplings to determine the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
winners. YOU, will determine the People’s Choice winner
by dropping your tokens at your favorite chili booth(s).
Winners will be announced on stage at 3:30 p.m.

Photos with Champ

Joining us this year, LA Tech’s Champ Clause & his
Regal Blues “Prancers” will be in Railroad Park to meet
you. And you can support the Krewe of Champ by taking
family photos with them for $10. Also, the City of
Ruston’s artificial ice-skating rink will be open from
10 a.m. until 9 p.m. at the Historic Fire Station.
Fee is $10 per person per hour.
We recommend planning time to visit
the downtown merchants while you
are there. You’re sure to find
even more Christmas cheer,
smiling faces, and some
gift-giving deals!

#ShopLocal
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Letter From The Chair
By Lee Denny, 2018 Chamber Chair

It has been an honor
December is finally here, this year sure has
to stay involved with our local government and
gone by fast. It seems like only yesterday that I
many organizations that enrich Lincoln Parish. We
was writing my first article for the
are fortunate to have her leadership.
Chamber Newsletter. It is hard to
The work that Ivana Flowers does
believe that this will be my last one.
speaks for itself. Ivana does a great
Let me start by saying how much I
job with our weekly newsletters
have enjoyed serving as the Chairman
and monthly publications. She also
of the Board for the Chamber of
does a great job of promoting our
Commerce. I started my service on the
Chamber and the activities. Last but
board in 2013.
not least, Melissa Carpenter has been
I have had the privilege of working
a great office manager for the staff.
with a great group of people. The
Unfortunately, she and her family
Chamber Board has been an active part
will be leaving the Ruston area due to
of Lincoln Parish in 2018. We have
her husband’s job transfer, she will be
Lee Denny
hosted events which introduced LA
greatly missed. The Chamber organized
Tech and GSU freshmen and transfer
another tremendous Louisiana Peach
students to local businesses, promoted the AdoptFestival and Adopt-A-School program in 2018.
a-School program, been an advocate for issues
We also had another successful campaign with the
pertaining to our members and city government,
Everyday Excellence awards.
and much more. We have taken the initiative to
I hope that everyone will make an effort to attend
oversee a community foundation to help people
our last big events of 2018. You are cordially
in this area. The Chamber has also demonstrated
invited to the Chamber and CVB Christmas Open
support for Louisiana Tech University, Grambling
House on the 7th. And we are hosting the Ruston
State University, and Louisiana Delta Community
Christmas parade and the 2nd annual Battle for
College.
the Paddle Chili Cook-Off on December 8th. Both
Besides working with a great board of directors,
occasions were great last year. They also provide
I have enjoyed working with the staff of the
an opportunity to showcase the type of businesses
Chamber of Commerce. Judy Copeland does
and people that live and work in Lincoln Parish.
a great job with her duties as the president
Thank you for allowing me to serve as the
of the organization. She spends a lot of time
Chairman of the Board for 2018. I will always be
participating in all programs of our Chamber and
grateful for this opportunity and the experience
works tirelessly for our members. Judy continues
that it has provided.

Letter from the President
By Judy Copeland, President

Civic Engagement Institute

Collaborative efforts within the community and encouraging to see young people realize
can lead to innovative approaches to projects
that what they think is valued, and they can
and goals, new processes to accombe part of the solutions.
plish key tasks and a greater sense
The issues discussed and the menof creative input. The Chamber is
tors involved were: Employment
fortunate to have relationships with
Opportunities – Jacques Lasseigne,
organizations throughout RustonLA Workforce Commission IndusLincoln which lead to many collabotry Sector Specialist; Lack of Public
rative programs. Our partnership
Transportation/Infrastructure, Safewith the parish school district’s Linty of Roads/Bike Trails & Sidewalks
coln ACHIEVE has shown to be one
– John Waltz, Ruston City Planner;
Judy Copeland
of the most remarkable. Last month,
Food Insecurity – Jessica Hughes
the Civic Engagement Institute was
& Tiffany White, United Way of
one more great example.
NELA; Not Enough Entertainment Options
Recently, you received a survey, or poll
– Amanda Quimby Carrier, RL CVB Marketfrom us in which you were asked to rank in
ing Director; Divisiness – Bruce Siegmund,
order of importance, issues that face our com- Ruston City Council & RE/MAX Results
munity. Cathi Cox-Boniol, ACHIEVE CoorRealty; Widening Gap in Socioeconomic Stadinator, with the assistance of the Wellspring
tus/Poverty – Stephanie Matthews, Christian
team, formed a “task-force” to spend most of
Community Action Executive Director; and
two days with 40 high school sophomores to
Lack of Diversity – Dr. LaToya Pierce & Ryan
go over your top seven issues, discuss, and
Pierce – LA Tech Dept. of Psychology & Become up with potential solutions.
havioral Sciences. Kourtney Keim, Assistant
These Ruston High, Simsboro High, and
to Mayor Walker served as the guest speaker.
Choudrant High students were mixed togethWhat a privilege it is to be a part of someer and divided into seven teams. Each team
thing that brings so many together. In the
was provided a community mentor who could Spring of 2019, Lincoln ACHIEVE and the
give them some insight into the issues. After
Wellspring team will follow up on the work
discussions, I was fortunate to sit on a panel
and research of each group. When you have
along with Mayor Ronny Walker; Earl Smith, different people collaborating on a project,
Wells Fargo Advisors; Caroline Cascio, Wellyou get different ideas and approaches to the
spring CEO; Jane Brandon, Wellspring COO; project, and brainstorms which can spur inEldred Hardison, Community Liaison for LP
novative results that can in turn raise the visSheriff ’s Office; and George Lee, Minister of
ibility and quality of end goal. We feel certain
Community Evangelism at Temple Baptist
that some incredible things will flourish from
Church, to hear the presentations of ideas that this and lasting impressions will be made on
the groups came up with. It is very exciting
all involved.

Executive Board of Directors
Chair, Lee Denny
Bank of Ruston
Event Planning and Development
Jessica Hughes, Southern Grace Events & Blessings
Membership Development
Eric McCulloch, Edward Jones
Community Development
Marisol O’Neal, Origin Bank
Chair Elect & Organizational Development
Earl Smith, Wells Fargo Advisors
Immediate Past Chair
Cathi Cox-Boniol, LP School District

Board of Directors
Cathan Brooks, Henderson Financial Services
Will Dearmon, Pierry Inc.
Michael Gahagan, Country Inn & Suites
Emily Gatlin, LOTS
Chad Ginn, Hi-Tech Computers
Summer Hammons, My Happy Place Vintage Market
Kristi Hardaway, Princeton Place
Ryan Madden, Napper & Madden
April McGuirt, First National Bank
Josh Perot, LA Tech Sports Properties
Michelle Tolar, United Way of NELA

Ex-Officio Directors
Andy Durrett, Ruston Lincoln CVB
Dr. Les Guice, LA Tech Univ.
Courtney Hall, LP Police Jury
Eldred Hardison, LP Sheriff’s Office
Kristi Lumpkin, Ruston Econ. Devt.
Greg McCarter, RL Crime Stoppers
Marc Newman, Grambling State Univ.
Doug Postel, LA Delta Community College
Lindsay Tomlinson, Origin Bank
Ronny Walker, Ruston Mayor
Chamber Staff
Judy Copeland, President
Ivana Flowers, Communications & Special Events
Melissa Carpenter, Office Manager
Victoria Sexton , S.A.I.L. Program Manager
Ambassador Program Managers
Rachel Cooper & Mariah Smith
Intern Liaison Officer, Erika McFarland
CVB Staff
Travis Napper, President
Amanda Quimby, Marketing Director
Jennifer Mamon, Manager
Hannah Delgado, Coordinator
Kathryn Morgan, Student Worker

Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
Established 1919
2111 North Trenton St., Ruston, LA 71270
(318) 255-2031
www.RustonLincoln.org

@RustonChamber
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Member Spotlight :
What is Gibson’s Fresh
Grocer all about?
You are what you eat. An
apple a day keeps the doctor
away. Eat to live, not live to eat.
We’ve heard these sayings
countless times and at some
level believe them all to be true,
but like a broken record we
continue to say one thing and
do another.
Any given day you can
find a news story or research
paper regarding the inherent
consequences of the Standard
American Diet (SAD), which
is laden with processed foods,
saturated and hydrogenated fats,
salt and sugar and low in quality
protein, fiber, complex carbs
and countless vitamins and
nutrients.
And isn’t it really the perfect
acronym? The proliferation of
a diet so terrible in one of the
richest nations in the world is
indeed sad.
A variation of a Maya
Angelou quote goes, “When you
know better, do better.” Based
on all those news stories and
research, we certainly know
better, so why don’t we eat
better?
The answer, in a word, is life.
Even in the most wellmeaning families, unhealthy

foods creep in at
times when eating
becomes a matter
of convenience. We’re late
waking up, so we grab cereal.
We’re running between work
and a teeball game, so we grab a
“happy” meal. Processed foods
are just that quick and easy.
Processed foods are also cheap,
and in many families grocery
tabs are one of the few places
where household budgets can be
trimmed back. Even dieting—
when we choose to focus on just
one element, such as counting
calories—can cause us to eat an
unbalanced diet.
And as we get busier, as our
dollars need to work harder
and as our frustrations with our
weight grow, we fall into the
easy, cheap and narrow trap of
the SAD.
Culturally, regularly cooking
“real” foods has become so
novel that it has almost become
a hobby. There are numerous
cable channels where we watch
people cook the things we
ourselves should be preparing
morning, noon and night;
we’ve become fascinated with
something that really should
just be mundane.
All diets are essentially
about control… controlling

calories, controlling certain
ingredients, controlling when
you eat, controlling how you eat
and so forth. We would suggest
that eating well should be less
about control and more about
commitment.
If you believe that good
health starts with what you
put on your plate, then you
have to be willing to commit
resources to purchasing
quality ingredients and time to
preparing them (and cleaning
up after!).
In fact, the “fad” diet of
late (which we don’t think is
really a fad at all… just a return
to how we should have been
eating all along) is based on
committing to the preparation
and consumption of eating
quality “clean” foods. There’s no
real focus on counting calories
or logging what you eat or even
watching the scale. The focus of
clean eating is really just about
being mindful of the route food
takes between its origin and
your mouth.
So what counts as a real
food? It’s actually very simple.
Clean foods would be things
like grass-fed, pasture raised
protein, organic veggies and

fruits, whole grains and water…
essentially just avoiding foods
laden with chemicals and
artificial ingredients.
The commitment to diet
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change is your responsibility,
providing access to the
right foods and nutritional
supplements is ours. We hope to
see you soon!

A Pause at the Podium
By Cathi Cox-Boniol, Coordinator, Lincoln ACHIEVE

Generation to Generation

I’m not much on labels. It’s very
by the Baby Boomers. Talk about a pile of
confusing when you feel like you have to
gibberish.
conform to what a specific label might
Nonsense or not, that whole experience
mean, especially when it
made me stop and think—if
means different things to
that’s how folks perceive me
different people. Take a recent
simply because of the year I
conversation I was drawn into.
was born, what must they be
The discussion centered on
thinking about today’s youth?
what it meant to be a member
As an educator I’m constantly
of certain generations. One
aware of how our educational
very proud Baby Boomer
practice must change to meet
began espousing why their
the needs of each generation.
generation was the best—
But as a community, are we
Cathi Cox-Boniol
strong work ethic, self-assured,
giving due diligence to what
competitive, mentally focused,
sets apart today’s young people?
resourceful, team oriented, independent,
Have we considered just who the leaders
disciplined. I said that seemed to describe
and workforce of tomorrow really are?
me but was told very quickly that I was
Research indicates that today’s youth,
NOT a Baby Boomer because I was born
or Generation Z, is also known as the
too late to have experienced anything in
iGeneration due to the technology they
the 1960s. My 1959 birthday entitled me
grew up with. This technology has allowed
to be a Boomer II or part of Generation
them to interact with citizens around the
Jones. What?! I was surprised to find that
world and they see themselves as global
according to them, everything from the
citizens. Yet while technology may be this
1970s colors my entire mindset and I will
generation’s most defining element, it has
always suffer from the long shadow cast
also been impacted by social and economic

events and is the most diverse generation
to date. There is no “normal” face of Gen
Z. An extremely tolerant generation, it
embraces differences in color, size, gender,
and any number of preferences, celebrating
similarities rather than differences. These
young people embrace multiculturalism
and expect continued social progress to
reflect the ethnic diversity that is woven
into the fabric of their lives.
They are also described as being
mature, realistic, self-directed, and
resourceful—they know how to find
information and have a do-it-yourself
approach to work. They also value
independence and innovation. It’s no
wonder that a Harvard Business Review
article suggests that nearly 70% of Gen
Z teens are “self-employed” as compared
to working in traditional teen jobs. And
while they care about financial security,
they are also determined to make a
positive difference in the world. They
aren’t anxious to repeat financial mistakes
made by previous generations and that has
spurred their interest in entrepreneurship.

That’s good news for sure.
And yes, they are true digital natives.
They are creative, connected, and concise
communicators, yet research shows
that when it’s time for an important
conversation they prefer face-to-face
communication. They expect authenticity
and transparency in their communication
and there seems to be a trend toward them
being more selective about what they post
online. Research also indicates that the
Gen Z brain has evolved to process more
information at faster speeds. They feel
empowered to have a voice and they are
ready to learn anything, try something, and
be someone.
Regardless of how we label them, I see
much within this generation to celebrate.
Connection to networks of people and
information has changed everything for
them. It’s our responsibility to capitalize
on such strengths while leveraging
their talents to maximize our collective
potential. Let’s get into the discussion
about how to make their strong points ours
as well.
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Member Spotlight : Dr. John Ward

Dr. Ward grew up in
Baton Rouge. He was
recruited by LA Tech (Coach
Wallace Martin) to play for
the Bulldog football team
in the late 1970’s. When he
arrived in the fall of 1976,
Ruston and Lincoln Parish
became a haven for spiritual
growth. Praying that he
would be able to return after
4 years at LSU Dental school
in New Orleans, he opened
his practice in June of 1984.
Married to Kim Fast Ward in
December of 1985, they have
3 children: Anna Christian
Ward-1991, Maggie Ellen
Ward-1993 and Evan Lloyd
Ward-1998.
He enjoys teaching,
exercise, traveling with his
family and mission trips
to Nicaragua and Zambia,
Africa.
As a Ruston Dentist,
our practice is devoted to
helping people achieve their
goals of regaining lost smiles.
For over 30 years our focus
has been on assisting those
who want to improve their
smiles. Our conscientious
staff is committed to finding
complete and comprehensive

2 5 5 – 1111
R U S T O N

L I N C O L N

CRIME

STOPPERS
Rewards up to $2,000

answers and solutions to
the issues that stand in
the way of attaining your
rewarding smile. And for
over 500 years, Dr. Ward has
given instructional talks on
Dentistry and Oral Hygiene
to local elementary schools.
Complete Dentistry is
not a new concept. Pioneers
in the field of restorative
dentistry long ago
recognized the importance
of including the whole
chewing system in their
evaluations. This valuable
insight directed dentists to
look at the jaw joint and

muscle functions first before
treating the teeth and gums.
A dentist committed
to this approach will often
spend time examining the
relationships between the
joints, the muscles and
how the teeth relate in
harmony (or disharmony)
to all the above.
This will likely include
making models of the teeth
(stone study casts to be
studied on a jaw machine),
taking necessary x-rays,
photographs of the teeth,
muscle exam, jaw joint
function exam, mouth

cancer screening exam,
complete examination of
the gums and teeth, and an
evaluation of risk factors
that are unique to your
current circumstances.
This information is
collected and carefully
sorted and evaluated for
possible solutions. When
your individual goals
are matched to the most
appropriate solution, it
is then that the journey
begins to achieve your
Rewarding Smile!

genesisenergy
2000 Farmerville Hwy.
Ruston, LA 71270
www.genesisenergy.com

NorthernLouisianaMedicalCenter.com

401 E. Vaughn Avenue, Ruston, LA

Meet Our Ambassador
Dayna Poppen

Area Sales Manager – Sunrise Hospitality, Holiday Inn Express | (318) 232-1230 | dayna.poppen@sunrisehospitality.net
What is my personal philosophy?
To strive each day to be more like Christ and to follow His
Word.
What would I most like to tell myself at age 13?
I would tell myself to trust God and read the Psalms out
loud everyday but especially during a storm or crisis.
Something that might surprise you about me?
I served in the United States Army Reserve.
How does the chamber benefit me?
The Chamber helps me to get to know people and to partner with local business leaders for win/win partnerships!

Business After Hours
(Photo album on Facebook.com/RustonChamber.)

The October Business After Hours was
hosted by Rotolo’s Craft & Crust at 1314
Maxwell Blvd. in Ruston.
(318) 232-6454
rotolos.com/restaurants/ruston
Owners, Blaire & Taylor Bobo

Find Where You Fit!
Lincoln ACHIEVE . . . building partnerships to benefit education,
enhance the business environment, and contribute to
a quality life in Lincoln Parish.
FINANCIAL SPONSORSHIP
Schools of Academic Excellence Initiatives
Student and Teacher of the Year
Adopt-A-School

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Leadership And Achievement Initiatives
Student Internships
Job Shadowing

Contact Cathi Cox-Boniol, Lincoln ACHIEVE Coordinator
ccox@lincolnschools.org, 318-255-1430
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Meet Our Board Member
Kristi Lumpkin

Economic Development Administrator, City of Ruston
(318) 251-8643 | klumpkin@ruston.org

What’s the weirdest job I’ve
ever had?
I was a Telemetry Technician
throughout college and
graduate school. I monitored
and interpreted the heart rates
and rhythms on the cardiac
floor.
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#EverydayExcellence
Award Presented to NLMC

By Marisol O’Neal, Chamber Vice Chair, Community Development

(Video presentation can be viewed on Facebook.com/RustonChamber)

What does true leadership
mean to me?
Being able to inspire others
through direct actions as well
as through words.
How do I define success?
Being content and happy with what you are doing and
what you have but always striving to push yourself to
become a better person in all you do.
Something that might surprise you about me?
I have lived in 5 states and 8 cities throughout my life.

S.A.I.L. VOLUNTEERING
Thanks to the S.A.I.L. students for helping with
decorations for Lincoln Lights Up the Pines! Pictured,
they have delivered and are unloading wooden
Christmas cards created by
LP Schools.
S.A.I.L. is a Chamber
organization for “Students
Actively Involved in
Leadership.”
Through
S.A.I.L., each participant
is actively involved in
monthly tours of area
businesses, organizations, and institutions that represent
our community in an outstanding manner. Participants
are also required to attend public meetings while
becoming involved in volunteer projects throughout
the area.

In early November
2018, three employees
of the North Louisiana
Medical
Center
were honored as the
recipients of the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce’s
“Everyday Excellence” winners. This award is typically
reserved for a single individual, who is nominated by his
or her peers as being someone within the community who
is making a difference. After several nominations were
received for NLMC employees, the Everyday Excellence
committee ultimately decided to honor all three individuals.
Nikkia Hannah, an employee of NLMC, was nominated
by Daniel Norred, who submitted his nomination and
praises via Facebook. In his post, Daniel boasted about
Nikkia as being caring, calming, and nurturing throughout
his unexpected visit in the emergency room. Not only did
Nikkia tend to Daniel, but she also comforted his wife, who
was quite stressed throughout the ordeal. He recalls trying
to find Nikkia via social media, and as soon as he began
his search, he found others chiming-in to sing her praises.
Great job, Nikkia!
The next NLMC employee who was honored was Paige
Johnson, nominated by Savana Leger. Like the previous
nomination, this one was submitted via Facebook. In her
post, Savana mentions her 12-hour stay at the hospital
and she credits the entire nursing staff as being incredibly
impressive and extremely compassionate. In a special
shout-out, she specifically mentioned Paige Johnson, as
someone who really left a positive impression. Way to go,
Paige!
The final employee nominated was Judy Butler, who
was nominated by Kristi Lumpkin of the City of Ruston.
While nominating Judy, Kristi mentioned that she actually
heard of the story through the grape vine, and she felt the
story immediately gave her “Everyday Excellence” vibes! A
couple from Georgia was visiting Ruston and they found
themselves at NLMC on their wedding anniversary. By
chance, the couple had a VHS cassette of their wedding day
with them and they had hopes of watching the video that
day. Judy, who heard of their wishes, immediately went

Back Row – Lisa Lowery, Director Med/Surg; Lee Denny, Chamber
Chair; Hart Hintze, Chief Nursing Operator; Zack Morrow, Director PCU
First Row – Marisol O’Neal, Chamber Vice Chair, Community
Devt.; Cathi Cox-Boniol, Chamber Immediate Past Chair; Sandy Goss,
Director ER; Judy Butler, RN on PCU; Keith Newton, CEO
on the hunt for a VHS player, and found one for them!
Undoubtedly, Judy already had a full plate at work, but she
ultimately decided to go the extra mile in this scenario and
we are beyond happy to honor her with this award.
At the presentation for the Everyday Excellence awards,
Hart Hentzie (Chief Nursing Operator) quoted, “If you
cannot do great things, do simple things great.” He is
proud to see his staff taking the time to conduct simple
acts of kindness that are greatly impacting our community.
CEO Keith Newton also commends his team for living the
culture of the hospital and for making a positive difference
in the lives of patients at the hospital.
At their presentation, the three recipients were gifted
with several awards, including a three-month pass to
Rocketfast Car Wash, a gift card to Champ’s Restaurant,
and a gift card to I-20 Escape Room. A very special thanks
to these businesses who contributed to the prize packages
for these Everyday Excellence winners!
Interested in nominating someone for the Everyday
Excellence award? Contact Ivana Flowers at iflowers@
rustonlincoln.org or (318) 255-2031.

Dicky Nealy
Broker

2406 Kavanaugh Road
Ruston, LA 71270
dicky.lri@gmail.com

Office: (318) 255-7480
Mobile: (318) 243-6253
Fax: (318) 254-8077

Store your stuff at

Serving Ruston over 30 years!
.

Downtown
Campus

309 Jackson Street
Monroe, LA
(318) 966-4000

stfran.com

Community
Health Center
2600 Tower Drive
Monroe, LA
(318) 966-6200

Medical Office
Building

1200 Celebrity Drive
Ruston, LA
(318) 232-1580

Hunt, Guillot & Associates
Ruston, Louisiana

Conveniently located near Tech Campus
821 W. California • (318) 255-8750
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Chamber Game Day with GSU Tigers
Thanks to the Grambling State Athletics family for a warm welcome and a fun day! The weather was perfect,
the Tigers had an overtime win of 45-38 against Arkansas-Pine Bluff, the food was great, and as always, Grambling
State University Marching Band rocked! Looking forward to next year.

Save-the-Date

99th Annual Chamber Awards Banquet to be held
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 6 p.m.
The 99th annual banquet will kickoff the Chamber’s 100-year anniversary
year-long celebration! Please plan to
join us in this celebration.
The banquet will be held on
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 6 p.m.
at the Ruston Civic Center. Each year
during our annual awards banquet, we
honor a Lincoln Parish citizen with
the Robert E. Russ Award. If you know
someone who you think would qualify
for “citizen of the year,” nominations
are now being accepted. You may also
nominate a Young Business Leader

of the Year. The deadline to nominate
individuals for these awards is Monday,
December 3!
Other awards to be presented
during the banquet are: Business of the
Year, Ambassador of the Year, Origin
Bank Young Entrepreneur, Rotary Club
of Ruston’s Bill Best Humanitarian,
Kiwanis of Ruston’s Firefighter of
the Year, Law Enforcement Officer
of the Year, & Educator of the Year,
Lincoln Parish Schools’ Distinguished
Partners in Education, Ruston Lincoln
CVB’s Hospitality Award, and Junior

Auxiliary of Ruston’s Betty Robbins
Volunteer of the Year.
Watch for special events in 2019
as we take a look back at 100 years of
Chamber history. If you have photos,
news clippings, stories etc. that you
would like to share with us as we plan
out the year, please reach out to Judy
Copeland at jcopeland@rustonlincoln.
org or 255-2031.
Visit www.rustonlincoln.org or call
255-2031 for more information. This
event is sponsored in part by Origin
Bank and Hunt Guillot & Associates.

JOIN OUR
FAMILY!
BE A PART OF OUR
THRIVING ART
COMMUNITY!
REGISTER ONLINE AT NCLAC.ORG.

NCLAC.ORG

Ruston
L
iving

The exclusive Ruston publication
for our residents.
Publisher: Jonathan Magee

Government Day

We get you in front of the affluent homeowners
who buy your goods, so call (318) 278-1832
to learn more about our sponsorship opportunities.

(Event photos can be viewed on Facebook.com/RustonChamber.)

Class #32 of Leadership Lincoln visited with the
following nine Lincoln Parish representatives on
Government Day in November: Choudrant Mayor
Bill Sanderson; Assistant to Ruston Mayor/City
Communications Director/Special Projects, Kourtney
Keim; LP Police Jury Administrator, Courtney Hall;
Ruston City Council member-Ward 5, Bruce Siegmund;
LP Assessor, Sheila Bordelon; Ruston City Planner, John
Waltz; Crimestoppers Representative, Deputy Stephen
Williams; District Attorney-Third Judicial District,

John Belton; and Director of Ruston Sports Complex,
Tamishia Moats. Lunch was provided by Argent
Financial Group.
As their class project, the group also worked to repair
and restore Santa’s Sleigh and chair which is being used
in Lincoln Lights Up the Pines decorations.
Pictured with the group are DA Belton, Deputy
Williams, and Judy Copeland, Chamber President. Visit
RustonLincoln.org/Pages/LeadershipLincoln for more
information about this program.

318-255-2222
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2019 Chamber Board of Directors Announced

The Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce has been fortunate to have
many dedicated and hard-working
Directors on its Board. Each one of
them have a unique role in helping
and encouraging the staff, current
members, and potential new members.
Having completed their three-year
terms, the Chamber staff extends a
heart-felt thank you to those Board
members who roll off on December
31: Michael Gahagan, Country Inn
& Suites; Josh Perot, First National
Bank; Earl Smith, Wells Fargo
Advisors; and Emily Gatlin, Legacy
Outpatient Therapy Service. “It’s

been a pleasure to work under your
leadership and we are grateful to
you” said Judy Copeland, Chamber
president. A special thank you to Earl
Smith who has agreed to be Incoming
Chair which will extend his term to
five years.
The 2019 Executive board
appointments are as follows:
Chair, Earl Smith, Wells Fargo
Advisors; Chair Elect & Community
Development Vice Chair, Marisol
O’Neal, Origin Bank; Events Planning
& Development Vice Chair, Jessica
Hughes, Southern Grace Events
& Blessings, LLC; Membership

Development Vice Chair, Eric
McCulloch, Edward Jones Financial
Advisor; and Immediate Past Chair,
Lee Denny, Bank of Ruston.
Incoming Directors are John
Deason, Fairfield Inn & Suites; Adam
Hohlt, Hampton Inn & Suites; Grace
Tirado, Genesis Energy; and Ron
Veitch, Anti Pest & Veitch.
Continuing Directors are Cathan
Brooks, Henderson Financial
Services; Kristi Hardaway, Princeton
Place; Michelle Tolar, United Way
NELA, Will Dearman, Pierry Inc.;
Chad Ginn, Hi-Tech Computers of
Ruston; Summer Hammons, My

Happy Place Vintage Market; Ryan
Madden, Napper & Madden; and April
McGuirt, First National Bank.
Continuing ex-officio (non-voting)
members: Andy Durrett, Experience
Ruston (CVB); Les Guice, Louisiana
Tech University; Courtney Hall, LP
Police Jury; Eldred Hardison, LP
Sheriff ’s Office; Kristi Lumpkin,
Ruston Economic Development; Greg
McCarter, Lincoln Parish Crime
Stoppers; Marc Newman, Grambling
State University; Doug Postel,
Louisiana Delta Community College;
Lindsay Tomlinson, Origin Bank; and
Ronny Walker, City of Ruston.

2019 Executive Committee

Chair
Earl Smith
Wells Fargo Advisors

Community Devt.
Vice Chair
Marisol O’Neal
Origin Bank

Events Planning & Devt.
Jessica Hughes
Southern Grace Events &
Blessings, LLC

Membership Devt.
Vice Chair
Eric McCulloch
Edward Jones

Immediate Past Chair
Lee Denny
Bank of Ruston

2019 Board Members

Will Dearmon
Pierry Inc.

Kristi Hardaway
Princteton Place

Summer Hammons
My Happy Place
Vintage Market

Ryan Madden
Napper & Madden

Cathan Brooks
Henderson Financial
Services

April McGuirt
First National Bank

John Deason
Fairfield Inn & Suites

Adam Hohlt
Hampton Inn & Suites

Grace Tirado
Genesis Energy

Ron Veitch
Anti Pest & Veitch

Chad Ginn
Hi-Tech Computers of
Ruston

Michelle Tolar
United Way of NELA

Ex-Officio Members

Lindsay Tomlinson
Origin Bank

Andy Durrett
Experience Ruston CVB

Les Guice
LA Tech Univ.

Greg McCarter
Lincoln Parish Crime

Courtney Hall, LP
Police Jury

Marc Newman
Grambling State Univ.

Kristi Lumpkin
Ruston Econ. Devt.

Doug Postel, LA Delta
Community College

The Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors and Committee Chairs have been
planning events for our centennial year in 2019.
We would love to recognize other members who
are celebrating milestones 100 and over. If you are
celebrating a milestone, please share with us so
we can incorporate your celebration with ours.

Eldred Hardison
LP Sheriff’s Office

Ronny Walker
Ruston Mayor
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Touring Lincoln Parish
By Amanda Quimby, Director of Marketing, Ruston Lincoln Convention & Visitors Bureau

Local things to do on a rainy day

This fall has turned out to be a
the place to be.
rainy one in North Louisiana. As
the weather continues to exhibit
Ruston Celebrity Theatres
conditions from all
Kick back, relax, and
seasons in one single
enjoy. Movies. Popcorn.
week, keep in mind
Friends. Family. Not
there’s still plenty to
much more to say.
do in the area. Below
Big Bonus: Tuesday
are a few locations
showings are $5 all day.
to take the family
on those weekends
I-20 Escape
where the weather’s
Add a bit of mental
just too unpredictable
stimulation to your
Amanda Quimby
for outdoor fun.
rainy day at I-20 Escape.
Find information
They offer different
on all these and more at www.
themed rooms to make each visit a
experienceruston.com.
unique experience! Recommended
team size is 2-6 people. Call or
2High Trampoline Park
go online book your room in
This is no ordinary jump
advance.
park. Check out the ninja course,
dodgeball and basketball courts,
Art Galleries
open jumping with airbags,
Rainy day art crawl anyone?
soft-play area for toddlers and
Exhibits in Ruston are constantly
more! They offer special event
changing, so check out local
tournaments and birthday parties
galleries to see what in the area
also. Whether you’re having a
suits your inner art connoisseur.
rainy date night or getting the
Each gallery has unique hours
family out of the house, 2High is
of operation, so be sure to plan

Happy Anniversary

ahead. Locations include Dixie
Center for the Arts, Dunbar Art
Gallery in Grambling, F. J. Taylor
Visual Arts Building on LA Tech’s
campus, and Ruston Artisans
downtown.
Museums
Lincoln Parish is home to
several museums filled with
local and state history or science.
The North Louisiana Military
Museum, Eddie. G. Robinson
Museum, and the Lincoln Parish
Museum are all indoor and packed
full of interesting information on
people, places, and more.

Psalm 1:3

McCarter Financial Group, LLC
Most people don’t plan to fail, they fail to plan.

S. Greg McCarter, LUTCF
2028 E. Kentucky Ave.
Ruston, LA 71270

318-255-1444
FAX 318.255.1480

gmccarter@suddenlinkmail.com
mccarterfinancialgroup.com

www.ensureagency.com

The Zone
The Zone has more than
private instructions for softball
and baseball. They offer space for
parties including pizza, drinks,
batting instruction, inflatable
space jump, and more. This is an
especially great place to take the
team if you’re experiencing rain
delays.

New Members

DECEMBER
95+
Bank of Ruston
60+
Walpole Tire Service
35+
Don M. McGehee, APAC
30+
John L. Ward, D.D.S.
25+
Acres & Avenues Team - Keller Williams
20+
Hampton Inn
McIntyre & Associates
15+
Green Clinic
Holstead’s Inc.
Lincoln Builders
SpeeDee Oil Change & Tune Up
Suddenlink
10+
Gnemi Financial Strategies
Heard, McElroy & Vestal, LLC
Industrial Insulation Group, LLC
LHC Group Inc.
MOEbiz Ruston
Rolling Hills Ministries, Inc.
Ruston Tractor, Inc.

RUSTON
Portico Restaurant and Bar
(318) 255-9900
1821 Northpointe Ln., Ruston
www.porticoetc.com
Owner: Matthew Shirley

Center for Counseling &
Psychological Resources
Center for Counseling & Psychological
Resources
(318) 224-7223
206 East Reynolds Dr., Ste. F2, Ruston
Director: Jill Waltemate
Website coming soon.

5+
Jim Taylor Collision Repair
Log Cabin
Ponchatoulas
1+
BVM - Ruston Living
Gibson’s Fresh Grocer
GodleyWorks Advertising & Marketing
Liberty National Insurance Everett Agencies
Xtreme Tint and Audio

Attorneys at Law
Heath Hattaway & Josh Critselous
(318) 243-4584
203 South Vienna St., Ruston
Find them on Facebook.
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