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CALENDAR
February 5
Ribbon Cutting
Railway Coffee – Park Ave.
10 a.m.
February 12
Ribbon Cutting
Railway Coffee – The Nest
10 a.m.
February 12
S.A.I.L.
Social Services/Medical Day
February 14
Ribbon Cutting
Ruston Cleaning Services
10:30 a.m.
February 14
Leadership Lincoln
Industry Day
February 21
Ribbon Cutting
Center for Counseling &
Psychological Resources
2 p.m.
February 26
Business After Hours
Courtyard by Marriott
5-6:30 p.m.
February 27
Ambassadors Meeting
12 p.m.
Upcoming Business
After Hours Event
March 26, Bank of Ruston
(Hwy. 33)
April 23, Centric FCU
May 28, The Depot-FBC
July 23, Gibson’s Fresh Grocer
August 27, Pearce Lumber
September 24, SciTEC
October 22, Holiday Inn Express
November 26, 81 Pines

Monthly Public
Meetings
1st Monday
Ruston City Council
1st Tuesday
LP School Board
2nd Tuesday
LP Police Jury
3rd Monday

Ruston Planning & Zoning

A Publication of the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

February 2019

99th Annual Awards Banquet
presented by Next Century Bank

High Honors for Ruston-Lincoln Citizens
(Photo album can be viewed on Facebook.com/RustonChamber.)

More than 400 people attended the
Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce’s
99th Annual Awards Banquet presented
by Bank of Ruston, newly named Century
Next Bank, on Tuesday, January 15, 2019.
In addition to the Chamber’s awards
presentations, this event provides the

occasion to honor out-going members of the
Board of Directors along with introducing
in-coming members, and the presenting of
other community organizations awards.
This event was presented by Bank of
Ruston (newly named Century Next Bank)
and also sponsored by Origin Bank, Hunt,

Guillot & Associates, Devine Wine and The
Keg, Southern Grace Events & Blessings,
2 Crazy Girls Flower Shop, GodleyWorks
Advertising & Marketing, MOEbiz and
Gumbeaux Event Productions. The 100th
Annual Awards Banquet will be held the
third Tuesday of January 2019.

Kyle McDonald Awarded “Robert E. Russ”
The “Robert E. Russ” award, named for
the founder of Ruston, is the highest honor
given by the Chamber to an individual in
the Ruston-Lincoln business community.
This person will have contributed to the
business advancement or development of
this region in an outstanding manner. Kyle
McDonald was presented this award.
Kyle McDonald is a DeSoto Parish,
Louisiana native. He has lived in Lincoln
Parish for 37 years. Kyle enjoys playing
golf, bird hunting and other outdoor
activities. He and his wife Tisdale have four
adult children, five grandchildren (and
counting) and are active members of the
Bridge Community Church of Ruston.
Kyle attended Louisiana Tech
University, where he served as SGA
President. He graduated from La Tech with
a B.S. in Finance and a J.D. from Louisiana
State University Law School.
Kyle has served as President and CEO
of Argent Financial Group since founding
it in Ruston in May 1990. He is involved in
the management of all Argent entities and
responsible for strategic direction planning
for Argent.
Under Kyle’s leadership, Argent now
has 31 locations in 12 states and employs
over 270 professionals with responsibility
for $19 billion in client assets and 2 million

mineral acres. Kyle’s reputation in the
Trust & Wealth Management Industry
and his networking ability to build
relationships are major keys to Argent’s
growth.
Prior to founding Argent, Kyle worked
for the Louisiana Bankers Association
on the project to rewrite the Louisiana
Banking Laws in the early 1980’s and
practiced law with Taylor, Porter, Brooks
& Phillips in Baton Rouge. In 1985, he
joined Ruston State Bank to manage its
trust department and served in other
management roles.
Active in his community and industry,
Kyle has served as Chairman of the
Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
and served in numerous, other local civic,
church and educational institutions.
He also served as a board member for
his industry organization, Association
of Trust Organizations where he was
named 2013 Member of the Year. He serves
on the Louisiana Committee of 100 for
Economic Development, was the first
Chairman of the Board of Trustees for
Norther Louisiana Medical Center, the
first Chairman for the North Louisiana
Economic Partnership and as the initial
Squire Creek Country Club Golf Chairman.
Kyle has received many recognitions for

his success and contribution over the years,
such as Louisiana Tech College of Business
2014 Alumnus of the Year and a 2016 EY
Entrepreneur of the Year for the Gulf
Coast Area.
Recently, Argent was recognized by
Inc. Magazine of one the of the 5000 fastest
growing companies in the nation and was the
only north Louisiana firm to make the list.

Makhia Mamon, Young Entrepreneur of the Year
2018 graduate of the Lincoln Young
Entrepreneurs Academy, Makhia Mamon was
selected as the Origin Bank Young Entrepreneur
of the Year title by the Chamber. Makhia Mamon,
born and reared in Ruston by way of a three-year
stint in Arizona, is the daughter of Ladarius
and Jennifer Mamon and Dinia and Jonathan
Strickland.
Makhia is currently a sophomore at Ruston
High School. She is an Honor Roll student with
a 3.9 GPA and plays the middle position for the
High Schools Volleyball team. Although she
has a full schedule of classes and several afterschool activities, Makhia’s favorite subjects are
Talented Art, Spanish, and AP World Geography.
In her spare time, she enjoys various styles of art
including drawing, painting with different types
of mediums, singing, and dancing. Makhia plans

on attending Louisiana Tech to major in Graphic
Design and minor in photography.
The inspiration for Makhia’s company
stemmed from her favorite song “You Glow Girl”
by Aha Gazelle which is a song that encourages
and inspires girls to continue to work hard and do
their best by simply being themselves and shine
brightly. Makhia used the message in the lyrics,
her want for teens to think, live, and be positive
and make positive choices to create her very own
positive self-awareness line of t-shirts. Makhia
is the CEO (Creative Edge Organizer), of her
t-shirt company, GLEAUX Apparel. GLEAUX is an
acronym that stands for growth, life, eagerness,
ambition, uniqueness, and xenodochial-ness.
Makhia believes that by simply choosing to
GLEAUX, ones outlook on themselves as well as
life, in general, will be much brighter!
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Letter From The Chair
By Earl Smith, Chamber Chair

A Great Beginning to 2019
so thankful for all of our partners who made the
We started out our year with a bang at the
banquet a smashing success.
99th annual awards banquet! It was one of the
I also want to thank Judy Copeland, Ivana
best in recent memory, and we had a record
Flowers, and Melissa Carpenter for all
turnout. I want to thank the Bank of
their tireless work, and planning for
Ruston, newly named Century Next
an event like this. They did an outBank for sponsoring such a wonderful event.
standing job, and because of them the
Rick Godley, of GodleyWorks
night really shined.
Advertising & Marketing, was layIt is also incumbent upon me to say
ing down the tracks, while Devine
a word of thanks to Lee Denny. I have
Wine and The Keg were serving up
had the pleasure of serving with Lee
the drinks. Gumbeaux Event Proon the board for the past three years.
ductions helped spruce up the civic
Lee is one of the most modest, humcenter with their curtain decorations
ble, and hardworking servant leaders I
and couches. Jessica Hughes with
believe I have ever met. He is the first
Earl Smith
Southern Grace Events and Blessto volunteer, and he never leaves our
ings placed an elegant touch on our tables with
events until the work is done. He is always there
her centerpieces and the flowers provided by 2
to offer a wise word, and a bit of advice when I
Crazy Girls Flower Shop. MOEbiz really came
need him. He has made this chamber a better
through for us with our programs, as our printer place through his years of service.
went down a few days before the event. Last but
What a great start to another year as we seek
certainly not least, Uptown Downtown provided
to grow our membership base, and to create a
us with an absolutely phenomenal meal, that I
healthy business environment so that our memwas thinking about for days afterwards. We are
bers and community can thrive!

Letter from the President
By Judy Copeland, President

Having an Employee in the
Ambassador Program is a Win-Win
community while enhancing leadership skills and
Our Chamber Ambassadors help us to help you.
building lasting business relationships. We hope
They call or stop by for a short visit to find out what
you will consider signing up one of your employees
is going on with you and your business because
as a Chamber Ambassador. You can acthey care. We realize running a business
cess an application on our website, www.
is hard and that it consumes your time
rustonlincoln.org under the Chamber
to the point you can’t always pick up the
tab.
phone to let us know if there is something
I mentioned in our January newsletyou need help with or have concerns
ter that we are celebrating our 100th
about. We hope you are sharing this
Anniversary this year. If you think about
information with your personal Chamber
it, those volunteers who served 100 years
Ambassador so we can be familiar with
ago were chamber ambassadors. Here’s
your situation.
an excerpt from Chamber meeting
Being a Chamber Ambassador isn’t just
Judy Copeland
minutes dated February 22, 1921. Dr. J.W.
good for the Chamber, it’s good for the
Thurman was present at the Board meetcompany they represent. Our ambassaing and made a lengthy talk on the baseball park
dors are given around 25 members each year to call
for Ruston, stating that he had looked over several
on. They attend monthly meetings where they learn
lots, but only found one which was suitable and this
things about the community and new businesses.
could not be purchased. Mr. Atkins and Mr. Ritchie
They attend ribbon cuttings and Business After
spoke on this subject. Dr. Thurman proposed askHours where they meet members and get to neting Mr. Keeney for the use of the Industrial ball park
work. While doing this, they aren’t just promoting
the Chamber, they are promoting your company too. during the season. By the vote of the Board, a committee composed of Dr. Thurman, Mr. Atkins, and
This year, we are implementing some trainMr. Ritchie was instructed to call on Mr. Keeney and
ing sessions during our monthly meetings to help
talk this matter over with him.
our Ambassadors broaden their knowledge of the

Economic & Workforce
Development Day
Leadership Lincoln’s focus in January was
Economic and Workforce Development. The
class of XXXII visited with Jacques Lasseigne
from the LA Workforce Commission, Doug
Postel from Louisiana Delta Community College,
Kristi Lumpkin, the City of Ruston Economic
Developer, Lindsey Gouedy from the Sparta
Aquifer Commission, and Angie White from the
N. LA Economic Partnership (NLEP). The group
also went to view the progress at the new shopping
center on Woodward Avenue and the Sports

Complex on Ball Park Road. Lunch was provided
by Origin Bank.
Leadership Lincoln helps identify and motivate
emerging community leaders and challenges
those leaders to increase their participation in the
community. The next class will begin in September.
You may apply at any time. Applications are
available at the Chamber or RustonLincoln.org.
Leadership Lincoln is a program of the Chamber
and is sponsored by tiered level members. To see a
list of sponsors, visit rustonlincoln.org.

Executive Board of Directors
Chair, Earl Smith
Wells Fargo Advisors
Chair Elect & Community Development
Marisol O’Neal, Origin Bank
Events Planning & Development
Jessica Hughes, Southern Grace Events & Blessings
Membership Development
Eric McCulloch, Edward Jones
Organizational Development
Chad Ginn, HiTech Computers
Immediate Past Chair
Lee Denny, Century Next Bank

Board
of Directors
Cathan Brooks,
Henderson
Financial Services
Cathan Brooks, Henderson Financial Services
John Deason, Fairfield Inn & Suites
Chad Ginn, Hi-Tech Computers
Summer Hammons, My Happy Place Vintage Market
Kristi Hardaway, Princeton Place
Adam Hohlt, Hampton by Hilton of Ruston
Ryan Madden, Napper & Madden
April McGuirt, First National Bank
Tyler G. Storms, Storms & Storms Law Office
Grace Tirado, Genesis Energy
Michelle Tolar, United Way of NELA
Ron Veitch, Anti Pest & Veitch

Ex-Officio Directors
Sheila Bordelon, RL Crime Stoppers
Andy Durrett, Ruston Lincoln CVB
Dr. Les Guice, LA Tech Univ.
Courtney Hall, LP Police Jury
Eldred Hardison, LP Sheriff’s Office
Kristi Lumpkin, Ruston Economic Devt.
Marc Newman, Grambling State Univ.
Doug Postel, LA Delta Community College
Lindsay Tomlinson, Origin Bank
Ronny Walker, Ruston Mayor
Chamber Staff
Judy Copeland, President
Ivana Flowers, Communications & Special Events
Melissa Carpenter, Office Manager/Bookkeeper
Victoria Sexton, S.A.I.L. Program Manager
Rachel Cooper, Ambassador Program Manager
Erika McFarland, Intern Liaison Officer
CVB Staff
Travis Napper, President
Amanda Quimby, Marketing Director
Jennifer Mamon, Manager
Hannah Delgado, Coordinator
Kathryn Morgan, Student Worker
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Ruston Brick, Business of the Year

The Chamber’s Business of
the Year award was presented
to Ruston Brick, LLC. Ruston
Brick was established in 1894
and is Ruston’s oldest continuous
business. All of us at Ruston
Brick are excited to celebrate 125
years of business in 2019, serving
Ruston, north Louisiana and
south Arkansas! We are honored
to receive the Ruston- Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce Business
of the Year award and look forward
to serving our communities with
excellence for many more years.
Our strong, customer-oriented
heritage pushes us to continue the
legacy at Ruston Brick, by God’s
grace.
Mr. and Mrs. T.C. Beasley
bought the business in 1946 and
after Mr. Beasley’s death in 1972,
Mrs. Sallie Beasley continued to
operate the business until her

retirement at age 90. The Beasleys’
two sons, Bill and Don, entered the
business in 1964. Bill’s son, Troy
Beasley, joined the company about
1984. After Bill’s death in 1997 and
Mrs. Beasley’s retirement in 2001,
Don and Troy continued to operate
the business and Don’s daughter
and son-in-law, Jason and Laura
Jones, joined the business, then
Don retired in 2008.
Ruston Brick Works began
to distribute brick made by other
manufacturers in 1968, while
continuing to manufacture brick
in Ruston until 1978. In 1978
the manufacturing process was
halted and the business was
continued as a distributor for
other manufacturers. Ruston
Brick currently distributes for six
manufacturers, and in addition to
newly manufactured brick, carries
several types of antique used bricks.

Other products offered by Ruston
Brick include fireplaces, gas
logs and inserts, concrete block,
natural and manufactured stone,
pavers, and masonry supplies.
The sales and delivery area covers
north Louisiana and extends into
southern Arkansas.
Ruston Brick was on
McDonald Avenue for many
years, as the clay was harvested
from clay pits across from the
brickyard and moved to the kilns
using a mini railway system that
went under McDonald Avenue,
but the business moved in 2009
to 2304 Woodward Avenue and is
open Monday-Thursday from 8
am until 5 pm and Fridays 8 to 4.
Saturday appointments can also
be made. Samples and brochures
are available at the office, as well as
current subdivision guides showing
the name of brick and stone on

many homes and buildings around
Ruston, which is very helpful in
your selection process.
Our grandparents and parents
always taught us that if you
take care of the “small projects”
customers, they will remember and
come back when they build big, so
always treat everyone with respect
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and fairness. We LOVE it when our
customers tell us we’ve done a good
job! Call Jason (manager), Troy
(sales and fireplaces manager),
or Laura (office manager) for
information, or drop off your plans
for a free estimate of materials
needed to build your dream home
or backyard project!

A Pause at the Podium
By Cathi Cox-Boniol, Coordinator, Lincoln ACHIEVE

What a Great Feeling Indeed

feeling indeed.
This is not my favorite time of the year.
There’s no way I would be able to do our
Within a couple of days, I will be up to my
taxes if I didn’t understand how to maintain
ears in our taxes. Yes, I do our taxes each
our financial interactions and records
year. And while I dread it with everything
throughout the year. Certainly
in me simply because it’s not the
I got the basics of dealing with
type of activity I enjoy in any
finances when growing up but
shape, form, or fashion, I am
will admit that I learned the rest
proud of the fact that I can get
of it through the hard knocks of
it done. I start every January
making mistakes and overcoming
making sure that I keep all of
them once I was out on my own.
the documentation needed for
After finding my footing with it
each month of the year so that
all, things became much easier.
I will have everything I need in
However, I think back to how
order to get it done. Then when
differently it could have been
I’m done and have our returns
had I gotten to that place earlier.
accepted and shipped off, I will
That’s why I’m a firm believer in
admit it’s the greatest feeling
Cathi Cox-Boniol
providing young people with the
in the world. I will have been
tools and knowledge necessary
pushed out of my comfort zone,
for them to make informed decisions about
stretched to the limit, challenged in ways that
their financial situation. We owe them our
only taxes can challenge me, and I will have
best when it comes to learning about the
conquered them all. Yes, that will be a great

importance of financial responsibility.
This month our community has a
tremendous opportunity to support
something that has the potential to have
a significant impact on our high school
sophomores as they engage in a simulation
designed to educate them about financial
responsibility. On February 13 and 14,
ACHIEVE will partner with United Way of
Northeast Louisiana to present our annual
“Dollars and $ense Reality Fair.” For two
days, our students will spend a couple of
hours at the Ruston Civic Center exploring
how to budget everything from insurance,
car payments, utilities, entertainment, and
more within the confines of various salaried
careers. What makes this a powerful
experience is the time that the young people
will spend with adult mentors from different
financial institutions throughout our
community. These community stakeholders
will counsel the students before they begin

but even more significantly, they work
with them following the completion of the
simulation to help them see where they blew
their budget and how to avoid such pitfalls
in life. Such an experience has the potential
to transform lives—we’ve seen it happen year
after year after year.
So if you are interested in helping young
people get on the road to better financial
responsibility and are available for a couple
of hours the morning of the 13th and 14th,
we have a place of service for you. I believe
such an opportunity is a solid investment
in both the life of the student as well as the
future of our community. Plus, I’d be willing
to bet you get a blessing from it as well. Plan
to be a part of this unique experience as we
push our young people out of their comfort
zone, stretch them as never before, challenge
them in ways that only finances can, and then
provide them with the tools to help conquer
it all. That should be a great feeling indeed.

Special Recognition Given to Outgoing Board Members
Young Business Leaders to Watch
Several people were
nominated for the Young
Business Leader of the Year
award, leading the selection
committee to additionally add
to the list of honors, others
who are under 45 years of age
that you might want to keep
your eye on. Brent Causey,

Lincoln Builders; Morgan
Garrison, Uptown Downtown;
Carlyn Harbour, Best Western
Plus Ruston; and Victoria
Sexton, S.A.I.L. Program.were
recognized as the TOPFive
Young Business Leaders to
Watch.

Many thanks to Lee Denny (Century Next Bank), the 2018 Chamber Chair and our Board members who have
served their three-year terms. Michael Gahagan (Country Inn & Suites by Carlson), Emily Gatlin (Legacy
Outpatient Therapy Services), Josh Perot (First National Bank), and Brandon Sutherland (United Way). Greg
McCarter represented Crime Stoppers but will resign from that board after twenty one years of service.
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Dylan Sanders, Young Business
Leader of the Year

The Young Business Leader of the Year award
includes criteria of demonstrating excellence,
creativity, and initiative professionally, providing
valuable service to Lincoln Parish through
community involvement, and serving as a role model
for young leaders both personally and professionally.
This award was presented to Dylan Sanders.
Dylan Sanders grew up in Kilgore, TX. He
attended Louisiana Tech University and graduated
with a BA in Psychology in 2015. Dylan interned at
the Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry while in
college, where he helped plan events, led missions,
worked with outreach, did website design, and
social media advertising for the Foundation. In 2017,
Dylan went to work with The Ross Lynn Charitable
Foundation as a design consultant and was promoted
to Program Director of The Exchange, a program
under the Ross Lynn umbrella. Dylan is also the CoFounder of UpAhead, LLC, a web design company
that he and his college roommate started.
Dylan serves as the Young Adult Coordinator and
is a member of Grace United Methodist Church and
is a member of the North Central Louisiana Arts
Council. He has done mission trips in New York,
San Francisco, Vancouver, and his most recent in
Cambodia. Dylan worked disaster relief in New
York City after Hurricane Sandy and took a group of

2 5 5 – 1111
R U S T O N

L I N C O L N

CRIME

STOPPERS
Rewards up to $2,000

students to Baton Rouge after the 2016 floods to clean
out churches that had been affected.
Dylan’s passion for helping others while
improving the health of communities is reflected
in everything he does. In a time where non-profits
are competing for donors, volunteers, & resources,
Dylan somehow manages to bring everyone to the
table and show them how community collaboration
works best.

genesisenergy
2000 Farmerville Hwy.
Ruston, LA 71270
www.genesisenergy.com

Ambassador of the Year, Ron Veitch
The Chamber’s Ambassador of the Year award
was presented to Ron Veitch. Ron Veitch is the
President of Anti Pest & Veitch and has served in the
pest control industry since he was 5 years old when
his grandfather, S.D. Veitch, founder of Anti Pest &
Veitch would take him along crawling under houses
on termite inspections. In his industry Ronnie served
as secretary, vice president and president of the
Northwest Louisiana Pest Management Association.
He was also a State Regional Director serving on the
Board of Directors of the Louisiana Pest Management
Association.
In his community he is in the Lions Club where he
was voted Lion of the Year in 1995. He has also served
on the Board of Directors and as president of that
organization. He has served as a director on the Board
of Directors of the Minden South Webster Chamber
of Commerce and was recognized for outstanding
service as an Ambassador in that organization. He also
served on the Board of Directors of Webster Habitat of
Humanity and the Fuller Center for Housing. He is a
volunteer speaker at YCP the Youth Challenge Program
located at Camp Minden housing the National Guard.
In his church he is an ordained deacon, he has
served on the Missions Committee and is active in
prison ministries conducted at Bayou Dorcheat and
Wade Correctional Center.

NorthernLouisianaMedicalCenter.com

401 E. Vaughn Avenue, Ruston, LA

He loves the outdoors and all things water and
woods, fishing, scuba diving, boating, deer hunting and
just enjoys being in God’s creation. He has two adult
children, Jason & Jennifer, and five grandchildren
ranging in ages from 18 months to 13 years old.
Ron joined the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce in 2017 and immediately became active in
the community. Serving as an Ambassador gives him
the opportunity to be present at new business starts
and ground breakings and to meet those responsible for
such a thriving economy. Even though he has to drive 30
minutes to be here, he rarely misses a Chamber event.

“Hospitality” award presented to Nicholas
Bustamante and Whitney Trisler Causey
The Ruston-Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau’s
presented the “Hospitality” award to Nicholas Bustamante and
Whitney Trisler Causey. Bustamante and Causey completed
two murals as a team between 2017-2018. The first is located
found at the corner of N. Vienna and Alabama in downtown
Ruston and features tagline “Ruston, Louisiana” with colorful
geometric shapes. The second mural is located on the side
of the Louisiana Center for the Blind’s woodshop facing S.
Trenton St. and represents Ruston’s close connection to the
blind community. This mural is scripted with “Ruston” and
features the caption in giant braille. Bustamante and school
of design students completed a third mural located inside the
I-20 service road tunnel underpass that connects Woodward
Ave. and the frontage road with images depicting Ruston’s
Rock Island Greenway shared-use path.
Bustamante began his art studies at Humboldt State
University where he received his Bachelor of Art in Studio
Art. Bustamante went on to receive his Master of Fine Arts
in Painting at California State University Long Beach. He
currently serves as the Studio Program Chair in the School
of Design at Louisiana Tech University where he teaches
traditional and digital painting, conceptual design, premedical illustration, scientific visualization and senior
portfolio courses. Bustamante is also co-founder of the
Visual Integration of Science Through Art program (VISTA)
at LATECH. Bustamante is a nationally recognized painter,
included in private, public and museum collections.
Throughout his career he has had sixteen solo exhibitions
and has been included in thirty-eight group exhibitions.
Bustamante’s medical illustrations have been published
in textbooks and research journals such as the American

Find Where You Fit!
Lincoln ACHIEVE . . . building partnerships to benefit education,
enhance the business environment, and contribute to
a quality life in Lincoln Parish.
FINANCIAL SPONSORSHIP
Schools of Academic Excellence Initiatives
Student and Teacher of the Year
Adopt-A-School

Chemical Society. Within the last five years he has worked on
twelve large-scale murals throughout north Louisiana.
Causey is an Assistant Professor of Studio Art at the
Louisiana Tech University School of Design where she
teaches in the Foundations Department. While teaching is
one of her great passions, Whitney feels complete with a
paintbrush in her hand. Alongside teaching and painting
murals Whitney creates portraits that question the notion
of identity and challenges our understanding and reading
of the face. As an artist, she has exhibited her paintings
nationwide including New York at the Chautauqua Institution,
and Cleveland Ohio, at the Manifest Gallery and Drawing
Center. For more information and to view the work, visit
whitneytrislercauseyart.com.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Leadership And Achievement Initiatives
Student Internships
Job Shadowing

Contact Cathi Cox-Boniol, Lincoln ACHIEVE Coordinator
ccox@lincolnschools.org, 318-255-1430
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Lincoln Parish School District Distinguished Partners in Education,
Newk’s Eatery and First Baptist Church - Ruston
Known to be in the restaurant
business because they love food, love
experiencing food, and love serving
food, this Distinguished Partner in
Education is a local favorite that came
to Ruston ready to show that it also
loves education. Upon arrival, its team
immediately sat down with education
representatives to see where it could
plug in and make a difference. And
that’s something it has been doing ever
since. An active member of our highly
successful Adopt-A-School Program,
Newk’s Eatery has provided ongoing
support for the Lincoln Parish School
District in multiple ways.
Newk’s begins the year by helping
Lincoln ACHIEVE launch the
district’s record-shattering United
Way Campaign by supplying “Be Our
Guest” cards for each mini-grand prize
given as an incentive. Involved with
the Adopt-A-School Program, it is on
call whenever drinks, goodies, or any
number of supplies are needed at the
drop of a hat. In addition, Newk’s is
the title sponsor of the Adopt- A-School
End-of-Year Awards Celebration
and Luncheon and provides awards
for outstanding partners as well as

winners of the Agents for Change
projects. The Newk’s team has also
sponsored the Lincoln Parish Student
of the Year Awards complete with Visa
cards to compliment “Be Our Guest”
cards for the restaurant. Furthermore,
Newk’s has gone above and beyond to
serve groups of all sizes and varieties
throughout the district, providing
excellent service and making sure that
no need goes unaddressed.
A phenomenal partner, Newk’s
never hesitates to encourage those
working in the public schools in
Lincoln Parish and to show its support
in a truly meaningful manner.
This year’s second Distinguished
Partner in Education Award is one of
the most consistent education partners
in this community. With a true heart
for people, First Baptist ChurchRuston has utilized talent within its
church family to positively impact the
lives of young people and the adults
teaching them in multiple ways.
Recognized multiple times as a
KEYS (Keep Encouraging Youth to
Succeed) Champion for its Backpack
Program and School Support Project
during the Community Volunteer

Appreciation Luncheon, FBC has
sustained a diverse array of projects
throughout each school year to help
keep encouraging youth to succeed.
An award-winning member of the
community’s highly successful
Adopt-A-School Program, the church
has provided ongoing mentoring,
teaching, and resource support for
our students and teachers through
enhanced classroom lessons,
character building experiences,
special campus celebrations, and
other means of encouragement
and assistance. This year, FBC
also stepped up to become the title
sponsor of the Adopt-A-School
Kickoff Luncheon, helping launch the
second decade of this transformative
program. A true community force,
the church also has representatives
on the Lincoln Parish Hunger Task
Force in an effort to help the district
better meet the needs of the students
it serves while also providing various
outreach opportunities within each
school. Whenever there is a need for a
community discussion around issues
or challenges that arise, FBC is always
sure to have a member at the table.

Catherine McVea , Junior Auxiliary “Betty Robbins Volunteer of the Year”
She is a talented artist, meeting and
working weekly with Gallery 210 in downtown Ruston and has volunteered in numerous hands’ on art projects for NCLAC, such
as with the Kids’ Art Station, Sprout Hour,
Summer Arts Camp, and the Kite Festival. For the last two years she and her late
husband Winston have been the sponsors
for NCLAC’s annual School Performance
Series which brings a performing artist to the
Dixie Center for an exclusive, free concert
and Q&A for Lincoln Parish middle school
students. With Catherine and Winston’s support, over 550 students have been introduced
to exceptional live performing artists: a Brass
Quintet from the Shreveport Symphony
Orchestra, and this year, Steve Riley and the
Mamou Playboys.
Catherine is also a charter member, now
a lifetime member, of the Junior Auxiliary

Junior Auxiliary of Ruston presented
the “Betty Robbins Volunteer of the Year” to
Catherine McVea. Catherine is an active and
dedicated member of the Board of Directors for the North Central Louisiana Arts
Council where she is a charter member of
the organization. She has served a number of
roles for NCLAC and its former Piney Hills
Gallery– having been elected to almost every
executive position– but currently she is Chair
of the Silent Auction Committee, a lead in
the Peach Art Committee, and a member of
the Membership Committee.
Catherine was raised in Shreveport, the
oldest of six, and came to Lincoln Parish for
Louisiana Tech, where she received a BFA in
Interior Design. Years later she also earned
an MFA from Tech in Studio Art. She and her
late husband Winston settled permanently in
Lincoln Parish in 1973.

of Ruston. For this organization she served
a number of offices including Chapter President and chairman of several projects. She
was also the NAJA Corresponding Secretary
during Betty Robbin’s Presidency, serving as
her traveling companion across the NAJA
service area in 1992-93. She later served a
six-year term on the NAJA Scholarship Committee.
Catherine has been involved with the
Ruston Garden Club for many years, was on
the Planning and Zoning Commission for the
Town of Vienna and was involved with the
revitalization of the Dixie Center for the Arts.
If Catherine is able, she is willing. She
is a listening ear, a creative sounding board,
a willing volunteer, a wealth of knowledge,
and a source of wisdom. She cares about our
community and believes in encouraging and
nurturing creativity and service.

Would you like to receive electronic
newsletters to keep you posted on
what’s happening in Ruston-Lincoln?

Dicky Nealy

Go to www.rustonlincoln.
org and click on “Sign Up
to Stay In the Know” at
the top of the page.

Broker

2406 Kavanaugh Road
Ruston, LA 71270
dicky.lri@gmail.com

Office: (318) 255-7480
Mobile: (318) 243-6253
Fax: (318) 254-8077

Store your stuff at

be remembered

CROWDERCONCEPTS
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS COMPANY

Serving Ruston over 30 years!

www.crowderconcepts.com

318.255.4545

Downtown
Campus

309 Jackson Street
Monroe, LA
(318) 966-4000

stfran.com

Community
Health Center
2600 Tower Drive
Monroe, LA
(318) 966-6200

.

Medical Office
Building

1200 Celebrity Drive
Ruston, LA
(318) 232-1580

Hunt, Guillot & Associates
Ruston, Louisiana

Conveniently located near Tech Campus
821 W. California • (318) 255-8750
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Eddie Barnes, “Bill Best Humanitarian”

The Ruston Rotary Club presented the “Bill Best Humanitarian” award to Eddie Barnes. John Ed Barnes, known as
Eddie to his family and friends, is a lifelong resident of Ruston.
Eddie has owned his own real estate business in Ruston for
many years and has a long history of helping others in our
community.
Eddie has devoted the past eight years helping feed the
hungry. Each month, Eddie takes a trailer to Monroe to the
Northeast Louisiana Food Bank and picks up food boxes for
senior citizens in Lincoln Parish. In the beginning he was able
to use borrowed furniture trucks to haul the 125 forty-pound
boxes to Ruston. When those business closed, Eddie bought
his own covered trailer to make the food pick-up of food for
local seniors. Not only does he provide this wonderful service
to our local seniors, but his gracious spirit extends to the delivery as he converses with the seniors he has grown to know
and love.
In addition to delivering much needed food to seniors,
Eddie has engaged the young men from Ruston Adult and
Teen Challenge in this community activity. Each month, Eddie picks up a group of these men from their residence and
transports them to Trinity Methodist Church. Three they load
heavy boxes into the seniors’ waiting cars. He then takes any
boxes not picked up to Christian Community Action. This
activity allows these men to participate in and witness firsthand the satisfaction of doing for others. Eddie provides a role
model for these young men as he works for others, always with
a willing spirit and good humor. Several times a year, Eddie
cooks gumbo and other wonderful meals for the residents of
Teen Challenge.
Nominating Eddie, the local food bank team said this of
Eddie, “These activities, while “under the radar” contribute to
the wellbeing of our community in ways beyond merely pro-

TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 26, 2019
5-6:30 p.m.
1309 Maxwell Blvd., Ruston
viding food for seniors and help for those in need of positive
role models. Eddie serves as an example of enthusiastic giving
back and services to those less fortunate.”
The Director of Teen Challenge, Michael Johnson, said
Eddie has been a personal friend of mine for several years
and has always been eager to support Teen Challenge in many
ways. He has a true servant’s heart. Every time he takes guys
to help with food distribution, he always pours positivity into
them and encourages them. For as long as I have had the
pleasure of knowing Eddie, he has had a deep passion for the
promotion of human welfare.
The past three years Eddie has been a team captain for
DART in their “Men Standing Strong” fund raising effort.
Eddie is also chairing a Ruston Rotary project for DART this
year.
Eddie has been an active member of Ruston Rotary for
thirty three years.

S.A.I.L.
Business and Economic Development Day

Business After Hours is a well-attended, “end-of-theworkday” networking event designed to help you
make new business contacts, develop potential new
customers, and build exposure for your businesses.
The event is complimentary for members.

Ruston
L

By Victoria Sexton, Program Manager

(More photos are available on Facebook.com/saillincolnparish.)

To begin the day the students
heard from Michael Stogsdill-Bricker
with the Lincoln Parish Library. He
spoke with the group about his new
job at the library and the path he
took to get there. Michael coordinates
special seminars and events to help
Lincoln Parish business owners and
professionals advance and thrive.
Students also had the privilege
of hearing presentations from Kristi
Lumpkin, Economic Development
Administrator and John Waltz, City
Planner with the City of Ruston.
John and Kristi were able to provide
our students with a vast amount of
information regarding what is to come
in our great city!
We finished the day with Jessica
Slaughter, Executive Director of

Please Join Us for Business After
Hours at Courtyard by Marriott!

iving

The exclusive Ruston publication
for our residents.
Publisher: Jonathan Magee
We get you in front of the affluent homeowners
who buy your goods, so call (318) 278-1832
to learn more about our sponsorship opportunities.

North Central Louisiana Arts Council
(NCLAC). Jessica spoke to our students
in great detail about NCLAC — what
it is, how they can get involved, and
how the arts have had a great economic

impact on our community.
Thank you to all of our speakers
for taking the time out of their busy
schedules to speak with our S.A.I.L.
class!

Meet Our Board Member
John Deason

Sales & Marketing Director/ Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott
(318) 251-9800, Ext. 4907 | j.deason@khotels.net

What is my personal philosophy?
To use my talents and abilities, that
God has given me, to the fullest every
day. I want to be a blessing to others.

to others. I do what I do, every day,
for my daughter. As a single parent,
my daughter, Carlie, is my biggest
accomplishment.

What does true leadership mean to
me?
True leadership means motivating
individuals to reach their full potential
and achieve their goals. It also means
taking pride in accomplishments.

Why did I choose Ruston-Lincoln?
This was easy for me. I’m from Ruston
and my family is from Ruston. I love
Ruston-Lincoln and want to help the
community continue to grow and
thrive.

How do I define success?
Of course, we all like to be successful
in business and our careers, however, I
define success as having the wonderful
opportunity each day to raise my
beautiful daughter, Carlie, to become
a strong and independent young
woman so that she can be a blessing

How does the chamber benefit me?
The chamber means a lot to me. It
has benefited me personally and
professionally. I have met new people
and business owners I, otherwise,
would have never met. I have been
able to network with others to help,
not only my business, but other

318-255-2222

businesses to grow. I want to stay
involved in my community, by helping
others and volunteering, and the
Chamber allows me to stay connected
and make this happen.
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The Ruston Kiwanis 2018 Outstanding Awards
Donnie Barmore, Outstanding Educator of the Year

Donnie Barmore was the
recipient of the Ruston Kiwanis 2018
Outstanding Educator of the Year.
Coach Barmore was born and raised
in Lincoln Parish. He and his two
siblings, brother, Michael and sister
Glynda attended school in Dubach
where Donnie graduated from
Dubach High School in 1964. His
father was a school bus driver, farmer
and storekeeper while his mother
was a high school English teacher at
Dubach High School. Coach Barmore
attended Louisiana Tech University,
graduating in 1969 with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Social Studies and
completed his Master of Arts degree in
Social Studies in 1974. Coach Barmore
was also awarded an Athletic Trainer
Certification by the Louisiana State

Board of Medical Examiners in 1987.
Accepting Jesus Christ as his Lord and
Savior at the age of twelve, Donnie felt
the Lord calling him into a ministry. At
the age of twenty-five, he realized that
ministry was to teach, coach, counsel,
mentor and to influence the lives of
young people in a positive manner.
Donnie states: “For almost fifty years,
my passion has been to be for the
young people in my sphere of influence
that person that I needed most in
high school and college.” Donnie is
currently a member of Temple Baptist
Church where he serves as an active
deacon, serves on several committees
and has served as a Temple Tech
Sunday School Teacher since 2009.
Coach Barmore’s teaching career
began in February of 1970 when he

taught at Southland Academy in
Dubach, teaching English and Social
Studies as well as an assistant football
coach until May of 1971. From June
of 1971 until August of 1989, Coach

taught Social Studies and coached
several sports teams at Cedar Creek
School where he also served as the
Senior Class Sponsor. During this
same time beginning in the summer of
1978 Coach Barmore was employed as
an Athletic Trainer for the Louisiana
Tech summer basketball camps (men’s
and women’s) and led in nightly
devotionals for the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. From August of
1989 until July of 1992, Coach served
as the full-time Youth Minister for the
Junior High, Senior High and College
ministries at Trinity United Methodist
Church in Ruston. Then in July, 1992,
Coach Barmore returned to Cedar
Creek where he continues to teach
Social Studies and serve again as the
Senior Class sponsor. He also serves

as an Adjunct Instructor for Louisiana
Tech University’s Dual Enrollment
program at Cedar Creek, teaching
History 201 and 202. Coach Barmore
has also been the FCA sponsor at
Cedar Creek for forty-five years.
Coach Barmore received five
recommendation letters for this
award including one signed by all the
members of the 2018/2019 class. An
excerpt from one of the letters by a
Cedar Creek alumnae states:
“When you walked into Coach
Barmore’s classroom, you immediately
felt his love for teaching and his love
for his students. His positive spirit and
passion are contagious, and even years
later, just the sound of his voice will
brighten your day and put a smile on
your face.”

Sergeant Kyle Luker and the late Sergeant Boco,
Outstanding Law Enforcement Officers of the Year
The Lincoln Parish Sheriff ’s Office team of Sergeant Kyle Luker
and his late canine partner, Sergeant Boco were the recipients of
the Ruston Kiwanis 2018 Outstanding Law Enforcement Officers
of the Year Award. Kyle is a native and lifelong resident of Lincoln
Parish. He and his wife Lacey have two sons, Kade and Cole. Kyle
attended schools in Lincoln Parish, graduating from Ruston High
School in 1997. After graduation, Kyle served our country for 11
years in the United States Air Force. During Kyle’s military career,
he served with the USAF 820th Security Forces Group doing two
tours in Iraq with responsibilities that included security training for
U.S. servicemen and Iraqi police personnel along with participating
in tactical operations including serving as a SWAT team leader. Kyle
received multiple awards and commendations including the Air
Force Commendation Medal with Valor for leadership under fire
during an enemy attack.
Deputy Luker began his career with the Lincoln Parish Sheriff ’s
Office in 2010 beginning as a patrol deputy. Kyle has also worked on
the narcotics task force but has served the past four years as a Shift
Sergeant in the patrol division and also serves as the supervisor for

the Sheriff ’s Office K-9 division overseeing training with the other
K-9 officers. Deputy Luker holds certifications in multiple areas of
law enforcement training including the Peace Officer Standards and
Training, Special Response Team, Active Shooter Incident Response,
Simunitions Training and other special operations training. In his
spare time, Kyle enjoys hunting and fishing, coaching little league
sports and also serves as a Hunters Education Instructor.
Sergeant Boco was born June 1, 2012 in the Netherlands and
began his service with the Lincoln Parish Sheriff ’s Office in August
2015, assigned to Deputy Kyle Luker. As a team, Deputies Luker
and Boco held certifications in Patrol Functions and Narcotics
Detection. During his career, Boco assisted in 111 drug cases, cases
in which narcotics were located in vehicles or buildings that would
not have been found without K-9 Boco’s help. He also participated
in multiple traffic stops, SWAT calls, search warrants and along with
his handler Deputy Luker, performed many canine demonstrations
for school children and civic organizations.
Sergeant Boco’s most notable case occurred in August of 2017
when Sgt. Kyle Luker was shot while conducting a traffic stop. After

being shot and still fighting with the suspect, Deputy Luker was
able to release Boco remotely from his vehicle. Boco engaged the
suspect which provided Deputy Luker time to regroup and access
his weapon. Without a doubt, K-9 Boco saved his partner’s life. One
year later, on August 17, 2018 Sgt. Boco was killed in the line of duty
while assisting deputies in the apprehension of a man wanted for the
shooting of a female earlier that day in Ouachita Parish. Sgt. Boco
did his job that night, possibly saving not only the life of his handler
again, but countless other law enforcement officers involved in the
manhunt. The citizens of Lincoln Parish are grateful for the public
service and the sacrifice given by K-9 Sergeant Boco.

John E. Price, Sr., Outstanding Firefighter of the Year
John E. Price, Sr., District Chief
with the Lincoln Parish Fire District
#1 was the recipient of the Ruston
Kiwanis 2018 Outstanding Firefighter
of the Year Award. John is a lifelong
resident of Lincoln Parish growing up
in Simsboro, La. where he graduated
from Simsboro High School in 1974. He
and his wife Sue live in the Simsboro
community and are members of the
Antioch Methodist Church. They
have 3 children and 4 grandchildren.
Following graduation John went to
work at Duraflake South for a number
of years before working in gasoline
and oil product deliveries for Thurman

Oil, Cavender Oil and Specialty Oil
Products. In 1998 John was employed by
Louisiana Tech University as bus driver
for the athletic department, a job he
currently holds and enjoys. John enjoys
hunting, fishing, and spending time
with his children and grandchildren.
District Chief Price began his
volunteer firefighting career in 1976
when he took an interest in serving
on the Simsboro Volunteer Fire
Department. John served for sixteen
years with the SVFD until 1992, at
which time the Village of Simsboro
elected to be incorporated into the
newly formed Lincoln Parish Fire

District #1. John continued to serve
as a volunteer for the parish fire
department, first serving as a Driver/
Pump Operator and later was elected
to serve as a Quadrant Chief by his
fellow firefighters in the quadrant
that encompassed the Simsboro area.
John continues to serve as a volunteer
District Chief, leading other volunteer
firefighters with great compassion and
an array of knowledge acquired from
his years of service. John loves his job
and especially being able to help people
in their times of need.
Lincoln Parish Fire Chief Kevin
Reynolds states in his letter of

recommendation: “District Chief Price
has served Lincoln Parish for over
forty-two years in the fire service. He
has humbly volunteered thousands of
hours responding to fires and other
emergencies within our community.”

New Members

Alliance Physical Therapy
2310 Commons Ct., Unit 2, Ruston
(318) 224-7145
allianceptruston.com

Physical Therapists: Jade Jones and Quin Sirmon
Services: Evaluations, Free Screenings, Manual
Therapy, Exercise Prescription, Modalities, Traction,
Surgical Rehab, Mechanical Spine Treatment, Sports
Medicine, & Fall Risk Program

Building Futures, LLC
1603 Goodwin Rd., Ruston
(318) 614-9509
buildingfutures.life

Ruston Owner/OT: Jennifer Kelly Reeves
Services: Occupational, Speech, and Physical therapy
for children newborn through 21 years of age in
Monroe and Ruston

Pepsi Beverages Company
Sharlene Smith
Unit Sales Supervisor
(318) 855-1701
www.pepsico.com
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Ruston Lincoln Convention & Visitors Bureau
By Amanda Carrier, Director of Marketing; Photography by Selfie Stop

Laissez les bon temps rouler in Ruston
Louisiana’s favorite season is finally
available for groups of 8-10 guests. VIP
here! Mardi Gras is the perfect time to
tables may be reserved for groups or
celebrate the state’s unique history and
sponsored by a business. $40 cocktail
culture alongside friends
tickets will also be available
and family. Locals and
for purchase that include
entry at 9 p.m. for those
visitors alike are excited for
who wish to attend later
two returning Mardi Gras
and dance the night away.
events this year.
Tickets for the Krewe of
Coming up Saturday,
Allegro Mardi Gras Ball &
February 23 is the Krewe
Silent Auction are available
of Allegro’s annual Mardi
now at the Dixie Center
Gras Ball & Silent Auction.
for the Arts. Must be 21 to
The event is in its 20th
attend.
year and going strong as
Amanda Quimby
Ruston’s own Mardi
Ruston’s social event of
Carrier
Gras parade will run
the season. Don’t miss this
through downtown Ruston
evening out with dinner,
Saturday, March 2. “Jazz it up” starting
dancing and supporting the local arts
at 11 a.m. in Railroad Park with live
community. The ball will be held at 7
music, food trucks and activities for the
p.m. at the Ruston Civic Center. Live
kids. Bring the family out to celebrate
music will be provided by the Jukebox
then stick around for parade rolling
Boomers playing all the favorite tunes
through at 6:30 p.m. True to tradition,
throughout the decades.
you’ll see beautifully decorated floats
This year, ball tickets can be
throwing out beads, candy, and prizes.
purchased for $65 and include dinner,
Proceeds from the event benefit Junior
dancing, cash bar, live music, and
Auxiliary of Ruston and their work in
silent auction. Reserved seating is

Happy Anniversary
75+
Hunt Forest Products, LLC

Psalm 1:3

McCarter Financial Group, LLC
Most people don’t plan to fail, they fail to plan.

S. Greg McCarter, LUTCF
2028 E. Kentucky Ave.
Ruston, LA 71270

318-255-1444
FAX 318.255.1480

gmccarter@suddenlinkmail.com
mccarterfinancialgroup.com

the community.
Join in the celebrations all while
supporting the community. Whether
you’re bringing the entire family out
for Mardi Gras fun or looking forward
to a formal evening out, you can start
your weekend plans by visiting www.
experienceruston.com.

www.ensureagency.com

11th Annual LP School
District Student, Teacher &
Principal of the Year Gala

15+
Andritz Fabrics & Rolls (formerly Xerium)
AT&T

10+
Applebee’s
Beehive Outlet
Dawg House Sports Grill
Impact Healthcare Solutions
JACO Federal Credit Union
Ruston Animal Clinic

of Ruston

5+
City of Ruston
Champion Trophies
Frank Stone & Son Construction Company, Inc.
Lincoln Parish Sheriff’s Office - Sheriff Mike Stone
Little Caesar’s
Mark Johnson Plumbing, Inc.
North Louisiana Economic Partnership
Northeast Louisiana Cancer Institute
Regions Bank
Wood Marine, LLC

1+
2 Crazy Girls Flower Shop
Branded Graphics, LLC
Courtyard by Marriott
Emprint Moran Printing
General Dynamics Information Technology
Joseph W. (Chip) Lyman III
Lincoln Parish Farm Bureau
Northeast Louisiana Assn. of Realtors
Ruston Regional Specialty Hospital of North Louisiana
The Exchange: A program of The Ross Lynn Charitable
Foundation
Trenton Street Realty, LLC

The 11th LP School District Annual Student,
Teacher & Principal of the Year Gala presented by
Planet Fitness was held on January 14th, 2019. Thank
you to Planet Fitness, Rocketfast Car Wash, Hunt
Guillot & Associates, Whataburger, Jim Taylor Ford
and Newk’s Eatery for sponsoring the prizes for these
very deserving individuals and congratulations to
all the winners and honorable mentions! Photos and
more information are available on Facebook.com/
RustonChamber.
District-Level Winners
Student of the Year
Melissa Le, A. E. Phillips
Rosie Shultz, Ruston Junior High
Joanna Ham, Ruston High
Teacher of the Year
Darmecia Crane, Simsboro Elementary
Cindy Dean, Hillcrest Elementary
Lacey Holcomb, Simsboro High
Stephanie Treadway, Ruston High
Principal of the Year
Rusty Farrar, Simsboro High
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